
Hello, Commissioners,  

 

I’m Laraine Turk from Joshua Tree. I’ve been a part of all three Third District Committees 

working on the dark sky ordinance since 2011, and I’m hoping that our presentation today has 

convinced you of the value of this update of the ordinance. We have tried to demonstrate how 

Implementation of the revised ordinance will eventually have important positive effects on 

energy use & cost savings, safety and security, and health.  

 

I want to add that I think most of us back in 2011 became involved because of the astronomy 

issues and the non-telescope general enjoyment of seeing the Milky Way, the stars and 

planets and especially meteor showers from backyards. And that part still applies, along with 

the other 3 issues, in that dark skies continue to be a tourism draw, and in the mountain and 

desert regions we know that tourism benefits both the local communities and the County. 

 

Finally, I’d like to take either credit or blame for the 2-page handout that compares the two 

ordinances. I say blame because any errors in interpretation are mine alone, no one else’s.  

What I believe the comparison shows is that most of the original intent and detail is retained. 

What has changed is modernizing and simplifying. Requiring all outdoor lights to be shielded 

certainly simplifies the work of Code Enforcement compared to having to use Table 83-7 that 

lists 14 different stages of shielding required in the current ordinance. And of course a key 

indication of modernizing is replacing the yardstick on a dark night light trespass measurement 

process with using a light meter that is available on anyone’s smartphone! 

 

So again, I hope you are convinced that this revised ordinance provides benefits to Energy & 

Cost Savings, Security & Safety, Health, and Tourism. I hope you will forward the Light Trespass 

Ordinance on to the Supervisors. 

 

Thank you. 


