
Good Afternoon Commissioners. I am Pat Flanagan; a board member of 

the Morongo Basin Conservation Association and I sit on 3rd District 

Municipal Advisory Council. But today I speak for myself as a 

biologist/educator by training and occupation. I will address the 

Purpose (C) of the proposed Ordinance to 

Promote wildlife habitation and migration by minimizing light 

trespass and pollution into and adjacent to habitat areas. This is 

supported by 

The Requirement (g) (2) for the Mountain and Desert Region 

From any property onto a non-residential property, the maximum 

allowable light trespass shall be 0.25 foot-candle. 

All mammals – in fact, all animals and plants – live their lives by species 

specific circadian rhythms that track light and dark according to 

complex nutritional and reproductive needs.  

Artificial light at night has been shown to disrupt the mating, migration, 

and hunting behaviors of many different species, and therefore the 

ecological system as a whole. 

Robust wildlife habitation and migration follow linkage connections 

that have been analyzed and mapped by South Coast Wildlands. 

Linkages include both live in and pass-through habitat for a wide 

number of species. 

Please see the Desert Connectivity Project map that shows the Linkage 

Network for the California Desert. The linkages extend from the 

Transverse Mountain ranges north and east across the basins and 

ranges. I live within the linkage network extending from the San 

Bernardino Mountains east through the Morongo Basin with north and 

south arms connecting Joshua Tree National Park with the Marine Base. 



Although there are impediments to migration, such as roads, the region 

is robust habitat because the 5-acre small-tracts provide a patchwork of 

open space for passage and live-in areas.  

Please look at the Parcel Map. My 5 acres is on the lower right. My 

lights comply with the proposed ordinance. However, many houses 

within my view shine intrusive bright  blue-white lights (6,000 kelvin) 

from dusk until dawn.  I know some people are afraid of night hunting 

predators such as coyotes or snakes and some probably figured the 

brighter the better when they purchased their bulbs. However, night 

critters like human predators, know how to hide in the dark – it’s their 

job description if they want to eat. Other critters, such as the wood rat 

– a prey animal - hide in the dark, sometimes under your car hood and 

eat the soy-based wiring. I have had success with under hood animal 

repellers - one emits ultrasonic waves that are inaudible to humans but 

very irritating to small animals. And the other (my current one) uses an 

LED strobe light. Either one, 4 plus stars, $20 on Amazon. 

The Proposed ordinance answers to both the Purpose of the ordinance 

and the Requirements. I ask for your approval. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Figure 1: Desert Connectivity Project 



 

 Figure 2 County Parcel Map showing Desert Heights Small Tracts  

 

  

 

 


