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May	16,	2021	
	
Dear Assemblymember Ramos 
  
Thank you for your long-time leadership in protecting the beautiful California desert through efforts 
such as the establishment of Sand to Snow National Monument, Renewable Energy planning, and 
conservation of Coyote Hole in Joshua Tree. We are writing today to voice strong support for 
establishment of a California Desert Conservancy program within the Wildlife Conservation Board 
(WCB) and providing initial funding of $10 million for the program through the current budget 
process as a member request. 
  
As you know, the California desert region, which includes portions of the Mojave, Sonoran, and 
Great Basin deserts, is a globally significant, ecologically important area that covers over 29 million 
acres, approximately 28% of the state’s land area. The majority of the landscape has experienced 
little or no disturbance making it an extensive carbon storage and sink for the state of California. 
Seeps, springs, and even rivers across the region support migrating birds, local wildlife, and rare 
plant communities. This area is also home to iconic species such as the Joshua tree, the federally 
threatened desert tortoise, and species of special concern such as the desert bighorn sheep. 
  
This region is the ancestral homeland of numerous tribal communities, and is home to a multitude of 
sensitive cultural resources that merit improved protection and stewardship. 
  
California funding initiatives, including past bonds, have invested far less conservation funding into 
the desert to protect these resources than other areas of California, particularly those regions with 
existing state conservancies. The California desert region needs direct investment to protect and 
restore the natural and cultural resources and the recreational and economic benefits they provide. 
  
Creating a desert conservation program within the WCB provides a solution to this problem, and 
could help desert communities address many current issues including: 
  

• Implementation of a Regional Conservation Investment Strategy in San Bernardino 
County. 

• Support for issues related to the candidacy listing of the western Joshua Tree. 
• Provide resources for land acquisition, restoration, and stewardship for planning 

efforts such as the Apple Valley Habitat Conservation Plan/Natural Communities 
Conservation Plan. 

  
Increased investment in this region would further California’s goals of protecting 30 percent of 
California’s lands and waters by 2030 and increasing access to nature for all Californians, as this 
region includes disadvantaged communities that would benefit from increased conservation funding 
investment. 
  
We applaud your leadership on these issues and are grateful for your consideration. Thank you! 

 
Steve Bardwell, president  
For Morongo Basin Conservation Association	


