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MBCA BOARD MEETING APPROVED MINUTES 
Thursday, March 14, 2019 / 5:00 – 7:00 PM 

 
Regular Meeting Call to Order at 5:07 PM 
_x_ Steve Bardwell 
_x_ David Fick 
_x_ Pat Flanagan - phone 
_x_ Meg Foley 
_x_ Sarah Kennington 
 

_x_ Mike Lipsitz – 5:40 pm 
_x_ Ruth Rieman 
_x_ Seth Shteir – left at 5:55 pm 
_x_ Laraine Turk 
_x_ Marina West  
 

 

Introduction of Guests and Board Directors 
Piper Court is a guest of David Fick. 
 
Agenda approval 
Ruth moved to approved the agenda, Meg seconded, all were in favor. 
 
Minutes from February 14, 2019 BOD meeting 
Ruth moved to approve the minutes, Meg seconded, all were in favor. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
1) Bank authorization for Marina, Liability insurance, CD renews 11-14-19 

• Marina emailed all a summary chart before the meeting. We have rolled over the 
CD for 9 months.  

• Ruth brought up last month’s discussion as to what financial details would be 
most useful to report at monthly meetings. (Marina was not at that meeting.) 
Starting next month Marina will report each month’s new income and expenses. 

• Marina is now a signer on the checking account; other signers include Laraine, 
David, Steve, Marina, and Ruth. Currently Laraine, David, and Ruth are 
signatories on the CD; we’ll reassess that when it renews in November.  

• Liability insurance is up for renewal on March 21; Steve will inform them to make 
Marina the contact person.  

• Nora has advised us that our website host Nationbuilder can handle our financial 
transactions at less expense than PayPal. Laraine moved that we ask Nora to 
initiate and carry out the process for setting up Nationbuilder’s financial 
system. Ruth seconded, and all were in favor. This will happen after this 
year’s Tour transactions as it’s too late to make the change for this year’s Tour. 

 
We agreed to address the Conservation section next – see Conservation Issues section 
and Dark Sky comments below - because Seth has to leave early. 
 
Capacity Building & Organizational Issues  
1) Grant status: DWL - Edison & AWAC – SB, MW 
Steve reported we have submitted the 2019-20 grant to AWAC. We had presented the 
DWL series as a 10-year project and that deadline is coming up, so in the next cycle 
we’ll have to include a request for an extended plan. The Edison grant is due in June. 
Jennifer Cusack, our SCE contact, is not optimistic about the next cycle of grants. 
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There’s no clear reason why, so we may have to investigate other sources depending 
on the situation. 
 
2) Purple Air monitors: AQMD support & installation/location additional units – SB, PF 
The one near Ruth may be from the Yucca Mesa Community Center.  
 
3) Events Committee reports:  

• MBCA’s 50th Anniversary Committee  
  a. Video upload to YouTube 
Steve noted we need to find ways to direct people to the webpage to see the reports 
and video.  
 
• DWL Committee - Landscape Tour / April 27 & 28, 2019 
Laraine said the online registration page will be ready by tomorrow as promised. 
Marina shared this year’s Tour site map. She is working with Dave Miller on the 
Program, including additional 50th Anniversary-related content. She’s working with 
Melissa on the Rack Card.   
 

 a. Advertising: Welcome Center ad, KCDZ, LA Times 
We’ll have an ad for the Tour in the Welcome Center new Art Show program; we 
may get listed in an LA Times garden tours article. April 20 (Earth Day) will be the 
day to pick up Tour signs. Ruth will check with Claudia about whether Huntington’s 
and caterer Terry are confirmed (April 6 or 7?) and whether there’s a pre-tour. 
Claudia is working on new signs. 

 
 b. Volunteers needed for Earth day.  
Cathy is working on volunteers for Earth Day. Laraine and Cathy will be asking for 
volunteers at a program of the Mojave Chapter of the California Native Plant Society 
next week. Sarah has contacts with the very active San Diego CNPS and will 
contact them about possibly providing volunteers. 

 
• DWL Committee - Fall DWL event topic.  
Marina suggested a 50th celebration and a presentation on water in the desert. Tom 
McCarthy, new GM at Mojave Water Agency, might be a good speaker, emphasizing 
“the big picture” on water. We can offer table space to local water districts. Marina 
will make the contact and try for September 14, 21, or 28. 

 
4)  50th book  
Mike reported on the Committee’s Monday meeting.  Mike is working to collate 
everything and give to Melissa tomorrow or Saturday. There is a lot of content, and 
whether it can be produced by the Tour date is uncertain. We talked about distribution 
and agreed it should be free. It may not be available until closer to the September 
event. In any case it can be used as a recruitment tool to increase membership by 
visiting other groups and telling our story and soliciting memberships. It should have a 
membership form as insert. We should register for the Orchid Festival next fall (October 
5-6); non-profits can receive donations from the event’s activities.  
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5) mbconservation.org / E-blasts / memberships – SB & LT 
Steve will do an Eblast soon. 
 
 
6) UCR solar conference Feb 27, 28 / Solar Valley initiative - report by RR 
Thanks to Ruth for her report. She described it as an Incredible and positive 
conference. Ruth and Steve were the only community people there. It’s an asset for us 
to be involved and we have the ear of Alfredo Martinez-Morales, who mentioned coming 
back up to our area. Steven Stone, hired by David Freeman, has been working on solar 
around the world including on the White House in 1974.  
 
7) Teleconference for MBCA meetings SB 
Steve proposed having some of our meetings, maybe every other meeting, as a 
teleconference. Several Board members felt that communication with so many people 
over a variety of phones and signal strength is distracting and meeting in person is more 
productive.  
 
Conservation Issues 
1) Paradise Valley EIR: Riverside Planning Commission 5-15-19 - SB, SK, PF 
Pat, Sarah, and Steve took an Ecoflight tour over the targeted area, coordinated by 
NPCA and other groups. Steve and Sarah will be joining in a related meeting tomorrow 
with the Park, Sierra Club, NPCA, MDLT, and CBD. Pat noted that signs about public 
meetings have been set up next to the project area. 
 
2) Solar projects– updates effect of 4.10 vs projects with accepted applications 
Pat will be going into the field with George Kenline, Environmental Compliance Manager 
for SB County (see 3rd item under 3) below). Sarah noted that LVEDA folks are very 
charged up about this. Pat said the CEQA document for Ord Mountain and Calcite are 
very weak.  

• Daggett EIR release – Pat said it will be soon. 
• Ord Mtn. Solar & Energy Project - PF 
• Calcite – PF 

 
3) Countywide Plan & Community Action Plans 

1. RECE 4.10: BOS special hearing / vote 2-28-19. National coverage vs Rush 
Limbaugh – PF, SK.  The County’s support for limiting solar in rural living areas 
was picked up widely including a commentary by Rush Limbaugh. The LA Times 
Editorial, although partly supportive, also addressed overarching concern to 
reach the state’s renewable goals. Should we submit a comment in response? 
Steve wondered if RECE 4.10 will have any effect on the grandfathered 
applications; will lawsuits be filed if some of those are approved? Calcite 
substation is a key and if not approved others would die.  

 
2. Draft EIR updates on meeting with County follow-up letter 2-12-19 include 

mapping - SS, SB. Steve sent the letter with many signers and organizations to 
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Jerry Blum; Blum responded and we think his response will be sent to all signers. 
There has been some confusion because there were no signatory emails on the 
document. Further questions to ask about the Countywise Plan:  “What data sets 
are you using?” or “What sets do you intend to use?” The current language about 
wildlife corridors or linkages data is “Can be used” but it should say “Should be 
used.” We want them to use a consistent set of data for all county planning. Let’s 
do a follow-up letter with some of these questions. Seth thinks they used South 
Coast Wildlands but ACE 3 (Areas of Critical Emphasis studies by Fish and 
Wildlife) will be updated. In Seth’s last conversation with Jerry Blum they were 
going to just put in a biological addendum. Their published map is official (Steve) 
and we need to know the sources and what we can do to update them over time 
related to climate change etc. Pat was mentioned on soils but they say that’s not 
a “granular enough” analysis. We suggested they use the UC Davis info on soils, 
which is the same as National Resource Conservation service maps mentioned 
by Blum. If there’s not sufficient scale and detail, what is sufficient?? They just 
don’t seem to want to use data. We’ll distribute the response letter to signatories. 
Steve and Seth will work on a response letter. It was good that they recognized 
our letter as substantive and spent time on the response.  

 
3. Pat has a meeting/field trip on March 28 with George Kenline, a Mining and 

Engineering Geologist and geology consultant for Land Use Services. Also in the 
meeting will be Chuck Bell, Robin Kobaly, and Ken Lair. They’ll be looking at the 
Daggett, Newberry Springs, and Lucerne Valley area.  He wants to know how 
large scale solar can work into declining ag lands.  

 
4)  Cadiz water harvesting proposal – SB307 Richard Roth Riverside – SB 
SB 307 similar to AB 1000 to prohibit distribution of water in certain circumstances on 
state land. We need to support it. 
 
 
5) Dark Sky update - SS, LT 
Seth reiterated some of the things he mentioned last month; that SB County Chief of 
Code Enforcement Andy Wingert has assigned staff member Joanna to help with dark 
sky issues and that we can’t override of the building code. New information is that Terri 
Rahhal is reviewing the Tucson lighting code but has concerns related to limits on the 
amount of light permitted. Seth is setting up a meeting with her and John Barentine of 
IDA and new 3rd District Supervisor Dawn Rowe. Andy wants us to try updating light 
trespass definition (currently measured by yardstick). Seth will also pitch a nighttime 
tour for Andy, Joanna, Dawn, her chief of staff, maybe John from IDA, and show them 
the problems.  
 
6) Alta Mira update – DF 
JT 105 Alliance is still waiting for the County; they are dragging feet on having the 
Planning Commission saying the project is dead. 
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Pat noted that Eagle Mountain Storage by Eagle Crest Energy Company got an 
extension and is going forward. Pat got a call from Matt Leyvas. David will contact Pat 
with some additional information.  
 
Outreach & Communications 
1) Split Rock Landscape / Health Care District:  MBCA participation – LT & ML 
Joe Ruddon told Laraine that the project is on hold because they currently can’t afford 
the property renovations. Jennifer Poland had a conversation with Marina about the 
possibility of having water-wise gardens at the upcoming wastewater treatment plant. 
 
2) Chambers of Commerce – SB 
Marina will get rack cards out. 
 
3) Ruth Denison scholarship –SB, LT 
Nothing new. No applications yet. 
 
4) JBWD water education day Sunday March 31, 2019 1pm-4pm Volunteers needed to 
man table – SK, MW 
LT will bring materials, Pat and Sarah will help.  
 
5) CMC SLR net zero – RR 
Ruth wants to know what happened to the $500,000 bequest from Susan Luckie Reilly 
to Copper Mountain College. Ruth has had conversations with CMC Trustee Greg 
Gilbert and with Paul Smith, who had been the attorney involved. The issue will be 
coming in front of CMC Board of Trustees and we should find out more and be prepared 
to press the College on the issue and suggest an ultimate goal of Net Zero perhaps via 
connection with UCR’s program. Laraine will try to set a meeting with Sandy Smith, 
Foundation Executive Director, to find out the status of the bequest. Steve added they 
should also be urged to employ more conservation as part of the path toward Net Zero.  
 
Letters signed onto: 
Do not re-open DRECP 3-15-19.   
Steve will send this item to Laraine for posting online. 
 
Adjourned at 7:06 PM 
 

Next Regular Meeting: Thursday, April 11, 2019  5:00 – 7:00 PM  
YV Community Center / Mesquite RoomYV Community Center / Mesquite Room 

 


