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MBCA Board Meeting APPROVED Minutes 
Thursday, December 12, 2019 / 5:00 – 7:00 PM 

One-Time Change of Venue: Center for Healthy Generations 
Bold+Italic text = motion and vote. Blue+Italics text = action commitment. 

 
Regular Meeting Call to Order at 5:04 PM 

_x_ Steve Bardwell 
___ David Fick – advance notice 
_x_ Pat Flanagan 
___ Meg Foley - advance notice 
_x_ Sarah Kennington  

_x_ Mike Lipsitz 
_x_ Ruth Rieman 
_x_ Laraine Turk 
__ Marina West – advance notice 
 

 
Introduction of Guests and Board Directors 
Arch McCulloch, Morongo Valley 
Alexiana Quinones, YVHS student 
Aimee Buyea, Landers  
 
Agenda approval 
Laraine moved to approve the agenda, Ruth seconded, and all were in favor. (6-0) 
 
Minutes from November 13, 2019 (rescheduled) BOD meeting 
Sarah moved to approve the November 13 minutes, Steve seconded, and all were in 
favor. (6-0)  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Marina was not present due to extenuating circumstances. Steve said Marina will send a 
donation to the Center for Healthy Generations for use of this room, and Pat will be 
receiving reimbursement she has requested. A check for $350 has been sent to CDC for our 
support of their November 2 event. 
 
Should we support Basin & Range Watch with a donation? Pat moved that we donate 
$100 to Basin and Range Watch. Steve seconded, and all were in favor. (6-0) Pat 
described for our guests what B&RW does.  
 
Capacity Building & Organizational Issues  
1) Nominations for new Board members 
Ruth nominated Arch McCulloch, who is present and accepts.  He has been added to the 
DWL Tour Committee. Steve nominated Janet Johnston and she is agreeable to being on 
the Board with the caveat that with family and other obligations she may not be able to 
attend every Board meeting. She has frequently demonstrated her interest and support for 
MBCA projects, especially for housing projects in Joshua Tree and community plan issues. 
Adding these two new Board members at this time is a real advantage for MBCA. Ruth 
moved to approve the nominations of Arch McCulloch and Janet Johnston as new 
Board members for 2020. Steve seconded and all were in favor. (6-0)   (MBCA By Laws 
require a vote on Board members in December, to be announced and their terms begun at 
the January meeting.)  
 
Pat will talk to Brian Hammer about possible Board membership after the 50th Anniversary 
Book map is done. He is a GIS person and has been very helpful with Pat’s comment letters 
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and also has water agency knowledge. Steve added that Gayle Austin is interested in being 
involved but can’t make meetings for a few months. 
 
2) mbconservation.org / E-blasts / Social Media – All 
Aimee Buyea passed around her resume. She spoke about how important social media is 
for younger generations. She felt we have good content on our website, it is nicely designed, 
matter of fact, and it’s good to have the latest news on the home page.   
 
Her experience is in Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. The time required for social media 
posting isn’t extensive and publication can be scheduled. She could see posts not just 
about events but about the whole program, e.g. history, detailed issue information, 
especially to get to a broader audience. Most of her experience is in the arts but she cares 
about the environment, and has the advantage of not being as familiar with environmental 
issues so she can ask questions and make it clear for “newbies.”  
 
Content and images are both important in getting the message out. She expects the book 
will be a good source for posts.  There would be an MBCA template to apply over the 
different platforms; the same message can be sent but at different times on different 
platforms. MDLT on Instagram is a good example, or NYSEE.  
 
Laraine asked about responding to replies on social media. It has been a concern in our 
Facebook experience, because any “like” or reply is pulled into our platform database as a 
“Prospect” but with only the Facebook address, which doesn’t receive our EBlasts. It “clogs” 
the system. Aimee said it’s not too hard to monitor what’s coming in and it depends on 
goals. Because we’re regionally-focused, she feels it won’t become overwhelming.  
 
Sarah talked about Stacy Doolittle’s comments in the past that our Eblasts are too dense, 
too long, and we should make it more concise and deliverable on social media.  We have 
discussed that and agreed that we want to retain detailed Eblasts, as we get appreciative 
feedback. Aimee added that hyperlinks to websites are important on Twitter and Facebook, 
but they don’t work on Instagram. It’s important to catch attention and then where to send 
them for deeper information. Laraine will add Aimee to the website database. 
 
Aimee felt she could work on MBCA social media probably a couple of hours per week, and 
check for responses a few times a day. Ruth said one of our goals is to get more people to 
our events. Laraine added we want to get our message out to younger people to be 
informed, aware, and hopefully involved. Sarah suggested we launch social media in 
January. We could schedule a particular day and use book content to get attention. There 
are lots of little pieces of information about MBCA history and issues. Pat suggested we 
have a separate meeting to do a practice run, see how it would work, and line up goals and 
expectations and the range of cost. Alexi suggested using lots of nature photos.  
 
Laraine reported she is planning to update content on the website before the Annual 
Meeting. She asked everyone to review the website and point out outdated information 
or errors. She also plans to load all the past minutes that are missing, and would like 
us to consider a new page focused on “what individuals do here in the MB to fight 
climate change.” We could add tips like where to find recycled paper products, other 
little things that anyone can do, and could ask people to submit suggestions and keep 
adding. 
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Steve suggests we set up a focus session. Mike noted his appreciation for Aimee’s work with 
the Landers Association. Aimee asks $15/hour. We should start no later than a couple of 
weeks before the annual meeting on January 25. The interested parties, especially Nora, 
need to meet soon. Laraine will contact Nora and set up a meeting. 
 
3) Grant status: DWL-Edison & AWAC – SB, MW 
nothing new 
 
4) Air Quality Monitoring: AQMD support & installation/location Purple Air units –SB, PF.   
Steve and Pat haven’t been able to meet with Curtis Yakimow yet but will keep trying.  
Steve explained the Purple Air situation for Arch. 
 
5) Events Committee reports: 
Annual meeting topic – Steve’s JPL friend hasn’t found a speaker yet, but thinks he still 
can, but we need it soon. As an alternative, maybe someone could speak on sustainable 
tourism? Sarah noted a group that’s been highlighted in the NYTIMEs, “Trash as Treasure” 
that has an LA connection. (Sarah said she’d try to download and send the article.) The 
DWL committee will handle details at their Dec. 30 meeting. Steve really would like it to be 
a climate change focus.  
 
DWL Committee – Spring 2020 landscape Tour planning 
The committee agreed to the “Ten for Ten” theme when they met last week. They will try to 
get MDLT involved and hope to have some demonstrations.  
 
6)  50th book: - ML 
Mike talked about how happy we are with the book and how close it is to completion. 
Printing will take 15-20 business days. The last changes go to Melissa tomorrow so she can 
finish up this weekend and get it to the printer by end of next week. The binding is “saddle 
stich” with staples. We’ll order 1000 copies at about $1500 total cost (not including 
Melissa’s time). Laraine stated she wants Melissa to be well compensated despite as she’s 
been terrific to work with. Hopefully she can be there for the “reveal” in January. Mike 
brought up having a membership/donation postcard or envelope inside the book and will look 
into it. 
 
Conservation Issues 
1) Solar projects 
Daggett – The BOS unfortunately approved it. Pat talked about how large it is and how bad 
the EIR is, extremely lacking in good information. There may be a lawsuit to appeal the 
approval. Mojave Watch has provided good detailed information. Laraine will put this 
information on the website. Pat felt the Supervisors were negligent; all voted for it without 
good reason and they didn’t address the very inadequate EIR. Regarding the potential 
appeal, Arch noted that sometimes developers offer to cover legal costs (during initial 
negotiations) if a municipality/agency is later sued by an environmental group, but then 
turn around and threaten to sue the same municipality/agency if they begin having second 
thoughts about approving said development. Pat talked more about the Supervisors not 
considering issues in the RE plan, General Plan, and Countywide Plan, that are violated by 
this project. Pat counted dozens of times in which the County’s response was “we can only 
comment on the physical aspects.” However, the California Attorney General has directed 
that human populations are part of the physical aspect and need to be considered. The 
State has already ruled that the Countywide plan is deficient on environmental justice. 



	 4	

Steve added that the turnout was about 25 people in San Bernardino, about half against 
and half, including union people, for the project. Three people at the JT video site spoke 
against it. 
 
2) Countywide Plan & Community Action Plans – SB 
Nothing is final yet. It might be because of the letter that the County received from the 
State AG on environmental justice. 
 
3) Cadiz water harvesting proposal – SB 
Their stock is down a bit, per Pat, and they just had their first harvest of hemp.  
 
4) Dark Sky ordinance – ordinance update SB 
Steve is putting together a letter to Terri Rahhal and Andy Wingert to ask about the status of 
their work on this. 
 
5) Scenic 247 - SK 
There have been no changes, but Sarah’s concern now is about the large amount of BLM 
land that is involved. Brian has been working with them and they learned that much of the 
BLM land is in less-protected categories. Brian also sees a lot of conflicts with the 
classifications on either side of the highway. Politics will probably begin to affect the 
project. 
 
6) Eagle Mountain pumped storage – DF 
nothing new 
 
Outreach & Communications 
1) CMC SLR – RR, SB, LT  
Ruth summarized the CMC microgrid issue for visitors. She will work on getting possible 
meeting dates from Professor Martinez-Morales at UCR, hoping for a meeting of the 
committee and the Professor with CMC Superintendent-President Darren Otten in 
February.  
 
2) MAC - SB, PF 
There were no speakers at the December meeting.  January will be a presentation by Tom 
McCarthy of Mojave Water Agency, who spoke at our Fall Event. 
 
3) Chambers of Commerce – SB, PF 
No new connections, but Pat will try to connect with a 29Palms Chamber event. 
 
4) Short Term Rental Ordinance - local housing shortage - SB  
Steve noted that Janet Johnston is very interested in this issue. She had a personal 
situation that affected her interest. As of December 5 people can register their Short Term 
Rentals. There are newly-hired people in code enforcement for STRs. 
 
5) Potential synergy with Transition JT - SB 
Steve attended a meeting at Yucca Mesa Community Center of about 35 people. There are 
Transition subgroups on water, food, and the heart and soul group (which was the focus of 
this meeting). Steve spoke about MBCA. Eva Montville, Kathy Jennings, and others were 
supportive and would like to work more with MBCA. We should invite them to our annual 
meeting in January and if we have a conservation resource fair ask them to have a table. 
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6) Report on David Lamfrom event at 29 Palms Inn - SB 
There were a lot of representatives from many conservation groups and much appreciation 
for David’s work with NPCA was expressed. Chris Clarke will be moving into David’s job but 
will remain a JT resident.  
 
7) MBCA as a vehicle financial help for JTNP – SB, PF 
Rand, a disabled climber with resources, is seeking to support the Park, and has talked 
with Pat about possible MBCA fiduciary support. But we are probably not in a position to 
do what they would like. Pat and Steve will pursue a discussion with Rand and with Park 
Superintendent David Smith.  
 
8) Sustainable tourism – SK 
This issue could be a backup topic for the annual meeting. Sarah will check into it with 
Meg, who had reported that Chris Clarke had send out ideas about such a program.  
 
9) Listing of Yucca brevifolia as threatened – SB 
California Fish and Wildlife and the Center for Biological Diversity are pursuing this. It 
would affect development. Arch explained a bit more about the split of Joshua trees into 2 
species.  
 
10) Latest report from UN IGPCC panel 
Their goals are incredibly difficult. We would like to get the Basin and the College involved 
in reducing Morongo Basin carbon creation. We could encourage people to track their own 
carbon generation. Alexi mentioned a website where people can measure their carbon. Pat 
encourages more meetings on the phone to avoid the driving. Google “Carbon footprint 
calculator” and you’ll find quite a few versions. 
 
11) Video by Eva Montville - The Heart Locker 
This is an art installation on climate change.  
 	
Adjourned at 6:50 PM 
 
Letters signed onto: 

Letter to MDAQMD re: air monitoring 
 
Next Regular Meeting: Thursday, January 9, 2019  5:00 – 7:00 PM  
YV Community Center / YV Community Center / Mesquite Room 
 
	


