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John.Oquendo@lus.sbcounty.gov  
Mr. John Oquendo, AICP  
Senior Planner  
San Bernardino County Land Use Services Dept.  
15900 Smoke Tree Street Hesperia, California 92345 
 
 
 
 Re: Scoping Comments Regarding Ord Mountain Solar Project   
 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Oquendo: 
 
My wife Sue and I have a home at 33261 Haynes Road Lucerne Valley, CA. For several 
years, we have been lovingly restoring this home with our own hands with the intention 
of making it our full-time residence. We purchased this home for the 360⁰ view of 
mountains and desert, the quite, the wildlife, and the solitude. The proposed project 
would destroy each and every reason we purchased and have restored our home. 
 
I am an Analyst for a State Agency and an Adjunct Professor in the Natural Resources 
Department of a Local College. (My observations and comments expressed here do not 
necessarily represent those of my employers.)  I have professionally as part of a team 
helped prepare EIRs and conduct Public Meetings for those EIRs and have, in my 
individual capacity, successfully challenged other EIRs. 
 
I was disappointed with the quality and accuracy of the narratives in the “San 
Bernardino County Initial Study Environmental Checklist Form”. Although the many of 
the sections correctly indicated that “additional analysis” is needed, others that should 
have required additional analysis stated that no further study would be performed.  I 
strongly disagree with the Initial Study’s conclusion that the DEIR need not analyze 
impacts that the proposed project would have on my North Lucerne Valley community – 
which is the community that would be most directly impacted by the project -- based on 
the Initial Study’s erroneous assertion that there is simply no community there.  We are 
indeed a Community. We are rural citizens by choice, not by chance or some perceived 
misfortune or moral failing.   
We are proud citizens of San Bernardino County, we pay taxes here, we vote here and 
for the most part myself, my wife and neighbors work here.  
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Valley fever potential 
The proposed site has the potential to contain Coccidioides fungus that causes valley 
fever (coccidioidomycosis). There is no vaccine to prevent infection1.  There is a known 
association of cases coccidioidomycosis during PV solar construction in desert 
environments2. As part of this EIR, sampling should be performed to examine the 
possibility of coccidioidomycosis. If spores are detected, the short and long term risks to 
constructions workers, travelers on State Route 247 and the citizens of Lucerne Valley 
should be reported. 
 
 

Dust palliatives and fugitive dust 
The Notice of Preparation indicates that dust palliatives may be used on the proposed 
site. As part of this EIR a comprehensive dust management plan should be stated that 
specifies exactly which palliatives would be applied, the amounts of the palliatives and 
the conditions under which they’d be applied. Do these yet unnamed dust palliatives 
have the potential to degrade groundwater quality in the short or long term? If water 
quality is degraded who is the environmentally and financially responsible party, Edison, 
NextEra, San Bernardino County? This dust management plan should include plans to 
manage fugitive dust in an environment that consistently exceeds hourly sustained 30 
mph winds.3  Any increase in particulate matter has been linked to severe health issues 
and higher mortality rates. Even if these PM levels are below currently acceptable 
limits.4  The North Lucerne Valley community would be subject to a catastrophic 
increase in particulate matter with the soil disturbance inherent in this proposed project. 
The bottom line is that, given the prevailing winds, the type of soils here and the huge 
volumes of water that would have to be involved, the preparers of the EIR will, if they do 
a real and honest analysis, discover that no viable dust management plan can be 
proposed with respect to the proposed project.  
 
 

Power disruption 
The Notice of Preparation indicates that power poles will be removed as a part of the 
proposed project. As part of this EIR a comprehensive plan should be prepared. It 
seems as if the applicant is unaware that our home and other residences rely on those 
power poles for everyday use, security, water, and fire suppression. If damage to 
residences electrical equipment including wells occurs as a result of power interruption 

                                                            
1  Valley Fever Awareness  Center for Disease Control (CDC)   https://www.cdc.gov/features/valleyfever/index.html  
2 Coccidioidomycosis among Workers Constructing Solar Power Farms, California, USA, 2011–2014 Jason A. Wilken et al Nov 
2015 CDC Emerging Infectious Diseases Volume 21, Number 11—November 2015 
3  CA Department of Water Resources Station GAM http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/queryF?GAM Query 01/2000 to present. 
4 Shi L, Zanobetti A, Kloog I, Coull BA, Koutrakis P, Melly SJ, Schwartz JD. 2016. Low-concentration PM2.5 and mortality: 
estimating acute and chronic effects in a population-based study. Environ Health Perspect 124:46–52; 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1289/ehp.1409111 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/features/valleyfever/index.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.1289/ehp.1409111
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and we have a loss, who is the financially responsible party, Edison, NextEra, San 
Bernardino County? The plan should not disrupt power to residences. 
 
 

Earthquake fault 
Based on my observations, there is likely an earthquake fault bisecting the proposed 
project site. We have two wells on our property. These wells are located on the eastern 
and western ends of our parcel. They are separated by approximately 1,000 feet. The 
wells have significantly different water levels. Water quality (TDS) between our drinking 
water well and our neighbors drinking water well to the east is significantly different. 
Given that earthquake faults act as groundwater impediments or barriers, and the 
proposed projects location is in the California Eastern Sheer Zone there is a strong 
probability that there is a northwest-southeast trending fault. That fault bisects our 
property and the proposed project site. I have had two conversations with a geologist 
(California registered Professional Geologist.) He looked at our data and analyzed aerial 
photography and he concurs.5  As part of this EIR, a fault investigation of the proposed 
project site should be performed consistent with the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault 
Zoning Act of 1972(1993). Although the proposed site does not contain structures 
intended for human occupancy, any battery storage buildings, inverter structures, or 
transformer enclosures could suffer catastrophic failure in the event of an earthquake 
along this fault. These facilities should be considered critical or sensitive structures.6 
 
 

Property values 
In terms of assessing environmental justice concerns, the EIR should address the effect 
of the project on property values.  The community and I have heard from multiple local 
realtors, stories of citizens attempting to sell their homes in southern Lucerne Valley and 
Newberry springs7. These homes adjacent to industrial solar sites have been severely 
devalued and have failed to sell. As the North Valley community of Lucerne Valley we 
would be impacted by these phenomena. The community of Lucerne Valley as a whole 
is a Severely Disadvantaged Community (SDAC)8. Any loss of valuation to a resident in 
this SDAC would have a greater impact than the impact to a typical San Bernardino 
County resident.  Financial stress causes physical and emotional health issues.9   For 
most of us our homes are our largest asset and biggest investment. The sudden loss of 
equity would leave us unable to secure loans at pre-project values and would affect our 
ability (should we choose) to sell our homes thereby induce financial stress and 
potential health issues. As part of this EIR a comprehensive study should be performed 

                                                            
5 Brian Hammer: Two personal conversations in person 06/07/2017 and 06/26/2017  
6 Guidelines for Evaluating the Hazard of Surface Fault Rupture, California Geologic Survey Note 49  
7 Brian and Sue Hammer, LVEDA Community meeting 2016 and personal conversations with a Realtor 05/2017 and 06/2017 
8 CA Department of Water Resources Disadvantaged Communities Mapping Tool (2011-15 ACS dataset) 
9 Predictors of responses to stress among families coping with poverty-related stress Journal 
Anxiety, Stress, & Coping An International Journal  Volume 25, 2012 - Issue 3 
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on the potential for loss of home equity and the financial effects on the site area 
residents. 
 

Wildlife linkage 
Every spring and fall since we have owned our home, my wife and I have observed, 
among other things, mountain lion paw prints along our home on Haynes Road. Some 
years including this year the lioness had cubs with her. (Lioness assumed due to cub 
prints). The proposed site would obstruct the path of this Mountain Lion and many other 
species. The EIR must review and incorporate the many published wildlife corridor 
studies verifying that the proposed project area would block important wildlife linkages.   
 

Personal impacts to Sue and Brian 
If this proposed project is built it will have severe irreversible impacts on our home and 
life.  
 
Currently we have multiple four-foot by six-foot windows to look out and see the 
beautiful desert and mountains. If this proposed project is built, from our dining room,  
living room, bedroom, bathroom, and office, we would see a seven-foot fence with razor 
wire thirty feet from our home on two sides. Beyond and above the view of the 
seven-foot fence with razor wire we would see twelve foot tall solar panels, project 
structures, transmission infrastructure, and power poles of various heights.  
 
Currently it is quiet, very quiet. I have personally measured ambient noise levels of 19 to 
22 db. If this proposed project is built we will hear inverter noise, transformer eddy-
current noise, and under certain weather conditions 60 hz hum and discharges from the 
planned high-voltage transmission lines10. We live in a valley. Any increase in ambient 
noise is amplified and easily conveys across that valley. The addition of these noises of 
the proposed project would travel great distances. According to the National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and Health, ambient noise also affects people’s health by 
increasing general stress levels and aggravating stress-related conditions such as high 
blood pressure, coronary disease, peptic ulcers and migraine headaches.11 We face the 
all too real possibility of health issues from this proposed project. 
 
Currently we experience occasional windborne dust at our home. Winds here can be 
extreme (we personally have lost a 70 mph rated roof). Any disturbance of the soil will 
generate dust. The proposed site is currently a thriving saltbush scrub habitat (despite 
the inaccurate description the applicant provided for the Notice of Preparation). Any 
disturbance of the soil will create significant quantities of dust (particulate matter). This 
would include simply driving across the proposed site. If planned grading is performed 
there will be extreme dust. If support piles are driven, concreate pads are poured, and 
                                                            
10 We currently under some weather conditions hear the SCE transmission lines to our immediate south. 
11 How does background noise affect our concentration? Scientific American  By Michael Rugg,  
Mark A. W. Andrews on January 1, 2010 
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existing brush is cut or flattened this will only serve to exacerbate the dust problem 
created by merely driving on the proposed site to do these operations. 
 
 
In conclusion, as we stated in the beginning of this letter; we purchased this home for 
the 360⁰ view of mountains and desert, the quite, the wildlife, and the solitude. The 
proposed project would destroy each and every reason we purchased and have 
restored our home. 
 
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
  Brian G. Hammer Sr     Sue E. Hammer 
 
 
Sent via email 06/30/2017 
 
John Oquendo 
Senior Planner 
Land Use Services Department 
John.Oquendo@lus.sbcounty.gov 
 
 
CC: 
James Ramos (Chairperson and Third District Supervisor; 
SupervisorRamos@sbcounty.gov) 
 
Robert Lovingood (Vice-Chairperson and First District Supervisor;  
SupervisorLovingood@sbcounty.gov) 
 
Janice Rutherford (Second District Supervisor;  
SupervisorRutherford@sbcounty.gov) 
 
Curt Hagman (Fourth District Supervisor; 
SupervisorHagman@sbcounty.gov) 
 
Josie Gonzales (Fifth District Supervisor; 
SupervisorGonzales@sbcounty.gov) 
 
Ms. Terri Rahhal (Terri.Rahhal@lus.sbcounty.gov) 
 
Mr. Tom Hudson (Tom.Hudson@lus.sbcounty.gov)         
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