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Governing is about choices. Every day government makes choices about who 

will benefit and who they will prioritize. 

 

A Manitoba government must make the choice to care for others or cut 

services. It must choose to protect the environment or pick political fights. It 

must choose between investing in the future or cutting jobs. Ultimately, the 

government must choose to stand up for regular Manitoba families or reward 

their well-connected friends. 

 

Since taking office, the Premier has consistently made the wrong choices. He 

has chosen to close emergency rooms across Winnipeg, hike Manitoba Hydro 

rates for families, and increase tuition for students. He has cut health care in 

northern communities and cut jobs in rural towns. 

 

The Premier is choosing to try and divide Manitobans, whether through 

playing up wedge politics to distract from his own mismanagement, or in 

trying to turn public sentiment against the very front-line workers who care 

for us when we are sick. Manitobans deserve better than they are getting 

from the current government and we are working hard to provide that 

alternative to them. 

 

The Manitoba NDP believes in a better vision for our province. We are proud 

of a history that has chosen people before profit. We will continue to stand 

up for the wellbeing and equality of everyday families right across this great 

land. 

 

Today, we are sharing part of that vision by talking about some of the better 

choices we would make to help Manitoba families.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Manitoba NDP presents an alternative vision for the provincial 

government's Speech from the Throne. 

 

We condemn the Pallister government's cuts to health care and planned 

review for CancerCare Manitoba. As government our team would cancel the 

review and restore the essential health care services Premier Pallister has cut, 

like physiotherapy and drugs for chronic illnesses. Our team would also take 

real action on the addictions crisis. 

 

The Premier has failed to be a leader on climate change. He hands out 

hundreds of thousands of dollars in subsidies to oil and gas companies who 

drill for oil in our province. The Manitoba NDP  would end these subsidies to 

protect our environment. 
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HEALTH CARE: 
IT’S TIME TO LEAD AGAIN
Health care is one of the biggest concerns 

I hear about when I talk to Manitobans. 

As the husband of a doctor I understand 

that those who work in health care are 

motivated by more than just a pay cheque 

- they are also motivated by a love for our 

community and a desire to help others. 

As a father to three children - including a 

little one we brought home from the 

hospital earlier this year - I know how 

important it is for us to get the care we 

need quickly when we need it. 

 

Our province deserves a leader who lifts 

the spirits of front line workers and 

understands the long-term investments 

to ensure our health care system is there 

when Manitobans need it.

The Premier is closing three emergency 

rooms across Winnipeg and has 

cancelled or shuttered health care 

facilities like the new headquarters for 

CancerCare, the Misericordia Urgent 

Care or the Mature Women’s Centre. 

He has cut essential services that 

families rely on like physiotherapy for 

seniors, special drugs for chronic 

illnesses, or life saving treatment for 

sleep apnea patients. His cuts to the 

healthcare system have caused 

complete chaos for nurses and frontline 

workers - hundreds of hours in 

mandatory overtime, thousands of job 

deletions, and real concerns for the 

safety of their patients that Manitobans 

hear about every week.
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In northern Manitoba, the Premier has cancelled a program that helped family members 

travel with patients going to Winnipeg for health care treatment. He has cut the 

obstetrics program in Flin Flon that will force expecting families to travel for hours to give 

birth. The Premier has closed EMS stations across rural Manitoba and is making huge 

budget cuts to rural health authorities.

 

Driven by outside accounting firms, the Pallister government has systematically cut back 

in areas where we used to lead the country, with coverage for services like physio and 

life-saving drugs. It’s never been clearer that this government only focuses on the money, 

they don’t make choices based on improving the quality of health care. That’s why their 

cuts take us from best in the nation in some areas, to middle of the pack or worse.

 

We disagree with that approach. We believe Manitobans deserve to have the best health 

care in the country. It is not just about bragging rights. Restoring our leadership in 

covering services like physio, the Special Drugs Program and sleep apnea treatment 

advances wellness too. Providing those services allows people to stay healthy at home for 

longer. That gives them a better quality of life, and it also saves the health care system in 

the long run as these patients avoid costly re-hospitalizations and repeat surgeries. 

Investing in community health today is one of the best ways to avoid expensive 

emergency room visits tomorrow.

 

We are committed to helping Manitoba lead in health care again. The Manitoba NDP 

would reverse the Pallister cuts and reinstate coverage for outpatient physiotherapy, 

sleep apnea treatment and the Special Drugs Program.

 

The Pallister government’s cuts have hurt Manitobans. Our vision for Manitoba is a health 

care system that strengthens services for those who are most vulnerable and invests in 

prevention to keep Manitobans healthy.
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OUR VISION FOR MANITOBA IS A HEALTH 

CARE SYSTEM THAT STRENGTHENS SERVICES 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE MOST VULNERABLE AND 

INVESTS IN PREVENTION 

TO KEEP MANITOBANS HEALTHY.



Cancer has touched every family in our 

province – my own included. That’s part of 

the reason so many of us understand the 

important work CancerCare Manitoba 

does, because we’ve seen it first hand. The 

Canadian Institute for Health Information 

gives CancerCare top marks for both 

quality of care and how quickly cancer 

patients get the services they need in 

Manitoba. NDP leadership ensured 

CancerCare continues to have one of the 

highest patient satisfaction rates and a 

strong model of comprehensive, all-around 

care for each patient.  Yet the Premier is 

planning a value-for-money review of 

CancerCare Manitoba that will set the 

stage for even more funding cuts.

 

Unfortunately this review will examine 

clinical services and will be kept 

confidential from the public.

 

Choosing CancerCare over Cuts
The Premier has already cut CancerCare by 

millions of dollars and cancelled their new 

headquarters. Families cannot afford to 

lose more.We are committed to supporting 

cancer patients and their families. The 

Manitoba NDP would cancel the Pallister 

review of CancerCare and would refuse to 

cut services for cancer patients.

 

CancerCare Manitoba will only become 

more important as our population ages and 

lives longer. We commit to protecting it.

WE CHOOSE CARE

              OVER CUTS
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Across the country meth and opioids 

have made communities less safe and 

torn families apart. Manitobans are 

watching the effects of this crisis play out 

with more violence, thousands of dirty 

needles in the streets, and overwhelmed 

emergency rooms. But perhaps most 

poignantly, for every story we read about 

meth in the media there is a family 

behind it who is suffering, having lost 

their loved one to meth. We want to help 

them get their family members back.

 

For two years, the Pallister government 

ignored this crisis. They ignored families 

who demanded better access to 

affordable, quality treatment. 

Real Action on the Addictions Crisis
They tried to hide an expert’s 

recommendation to build a safe 

consumption site because of their own 

conservative beliefs.

 

To make matters worse the Premier has 

failed to spend tens of millions in targeted 

federal funding on addictions and mental 

health supports. Instead, it seems the 

government has used this funding to 

backfill their own cuts to healthcare.

 

This money should be used to meet a very 

real need in our province. The Manitoba 

NDP would use targeted federal funds to 

build a safe consumption site in Winnipeg, 

a detox centre in Brandon and 50 

additional long term treatment beds 

across the province. 
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FOR EVERY STORY WE READ ABOUT METH IN 

THE MEDIA THERE IS A FAMILY BEHIND IT WHO 

IS SUFFERING.



THE MANITOBA NDP 

WOULD USE TARGETED 

FEDERAL FUNDS TO 

BUILD A SAFE 

CONSUMPTION SITE IN 

WINNIPEG, A DETOX 

CENTRE IN BRANDON 

AND 50 ADDITIONAL 

LONG TERM 

TREATMENT BEDS 

ACROSS THE 

PROVINCE.

These investments are grounded in harm 

reduction and will make it easier for 

those struggling with addictions to access 

the care they need and reduce months-

long wait lists for treatment.

 

The government’s response to the meth 

and opioid epidemic has not been strong 

enough. Families deserve a government 

that takes their pain seriously. We 

believe this crisis deserves the attention 

and consideration of a distinct 

government department. The Manitoba 

NDP would name a Minister of 

Addictions and Mental Health to 

coordinate the delivery of treatment 

while keeping communities safe in urban 

and rural Manitoba. This Minister would 

work with multiple government 

departments to improve and expand 

addictions treatment, combat drug 

trafficking, minimize community violence 

and support families of addicts.

 

The time for action is now. So we are 

announcing the actions we believe are 

needed to respond to the meth crisis.

 CHOICES ON HEALTH CARE

Invest in physio and 

lifesaving treatment

Cutting Health Care 

to Save Money

PALLISTER'S PCsWAB KINEW'S NDP
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No Action on Meth Crisis
A Real Meth Plan Grounded

 in Harm Reduction



Investing in education means choosing to 

invest in the future of our province. A 

growing population is bringing new 

demands to our education system and 

provincial funding has to keep up. 

 

The Premier has also cancelled programs 

that helped keep class sizes small. This is 

a move the parents I speak to just don’t 

understand. They know that every child 

deserves to have more one-on-one time 

with their teacher and that small class 

sizes mean more individual attention.

 

Now, families are bracing for a new 

round of cuts from this government as it 

embarks on a system-wide review of  K-

12 education. The Pallister government 

has refused to commit that their review 

will include important groups like the 

organizations that represent teachers or 

parents.

 

 

EDUCATION: 

INVESTMENTS FOR EVERY CHILD
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Unlike the Premier’s review, it will 

not be a road show with a 

predetermined outcome that is 

merely being used to set the stage 

for cuts. Families deserve a 

government that chooses to invest in 

education and support every student.
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We believe teachers, school boards and parents deserve to be part of decisions made 

about our education system. The Manitoba NDP will work with our communities to 

conduct an independent review of the K-12 education system that includes parents, 

teachers and educational leaders.

CHOICES ON EDUCATION

Rigged Review

PALLISTER'S PCsWAB KINEW'S NDP

Listening to Parents

 and Teachers

Crowded Classrooms and 

Fewer Resources

One-on-one Support

 for Every Child



CLIMATE CHANGE: 

A FIGHT FOR THE FUTURE
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Many of the young parents I speak to are very concerned about the environment and 

what we are leaving for our children. They understand that for the first time in recent 

history the next generation may be worse off than our own - all because of global 

warming. We have recently seen the tragedy of the California wildfires. Here in Manitoba 

we know the impact of fires and floods. 

 

The battle against climate change is a fight for our future. Our predecessors once fought 

for universal health care and to build the infrastructure we sometimes take for granted 

like schools, highways, and airports. 

 

Those were the investments they made for us. The investment we have to make for 

future generations is to stop global warming.
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The Premier has abandoned his chance to be a leader in the fight against climate 

change.

 

He doesn’t want to put a price on pollution. As a result he intends to hand an 

automatic subsidy to every big company that pollutes our environment, and it is a 

subsidy that our kids and grandkids will have to pay for generations to come.

 

Climate change is the defining issue of our time. We understand regular families want 

to do their part to save the environment, they just need help doing the right thing. The 

Manitoba NDP believes every dollar made from a carbon price must go directly back 

to families in the form of programs to help them make greener choices and to keep 

life affordable.

 

THE BATTLE AGAINST 

CLIMATE CHANGE IS A

 FIGHT FOR OUR FUTURE.



In order to be a climate leader not only do we have to put a price on pollution, we also 

need to stop the harmful practice of giving public money to companies that pollute our 

environment. While we need to transition our economy to green power our provincial 

government is still giving tax breaks to subsidize the oil and gas industry. 

 

We need to transition to a green economy as soon as possible. One of the first, and very 

obvious, steps should be to make sure that where oil and gas development does happen 

that those companies at least cover the costs of their own operations. The public purse 

should not be used to subsidize intensely polluting industries. 

 

Where the Pallister government chooses to give handouts to oil companies, the 

Manitoba NDP will choose to fight climate change and protect the environment. The 

Manitoba NDP would end oil and gas subsidies, beginning by cancelling the tax 

exemption for oil and gas drill bits, gaining approximately $750,000 in annual 

provincial revenues in the process. 

 

We are committed to real action on the biggest issue of our time.

Ending Subsidies for Oil and Gas Companies

WAB KINEW'S NDP PALLISTER'S PCs

CHOICES ON ENVIRONMENT

Price on Carbon

Ending Oil and Gas

Subsidies
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Free Pollution

No Action on Meth Crisis

Subsidies for

 Oil Companies



Manitoba Hydro was created to deliver 

electricity to Manitobans at affordable 

prices. Over the years it was developed 

in a way that limits carbon emissions. 

Yet the Premier has spent the last two 

years in office cheerleading rate 

increases for Manitoba Hydro that 

would see the average electricity bill 

increase by hundreds of dollars. Rather 

than work to make life more affordable 

for Manitoba families, the Premier is 

choosing to increase rates and cause 

chaos at Manitoba’s most important 

crown corporation.

 

Now, the Pallister government is setting 

the stage for the privatization of 

Manitoba Hydro. Over the last two 

years he has intentionally caused 

confusion, culminating in the entire 

board of directors, including former 

chairman Sandy Riley, resigning in 

protest. 

 

A few weeks ago the Pallister 

government announced a multi-million 

review on Hydro led by Gordon 

Campbell, who privatized parts of BC 

Hydro. 

Then, the Premier hired a former B.C. 

Hydro executive who helped Campbell’s 

privatization plan to run our own 

Manitoba Hydro.

 

Recently, they’ve also changed the terms 

of reference for the Hydro Board so it no 

longer needs to focus on affordability, the 

environment, or even the public interest.

 

It is clear what the Premier’s plan is. He is 

following in the footsteps of other 

Conservative leaders across the country 

who have pushed for the privatization of 

crown corporations.

 

We know the dangers of privatization. It 

means higher bills for families and 

massive payouts for rich executives. Rural 

and northern families, who typically pay 

more for electricity every month, will face 

even greater burdens.

 

The Manitoba NDP will  introduce 

legislation this session that will further 

protect Manitoba Hydro, and any of its 

subsidiaries, from privatization. We 

refuse to allow the Pallister government 

to repeat the mistakes the Filmon 

government made with MTS. We will 

stand up to keep Manitoba Hydro public.

AFFORDABILITY: 

CHOOSING PEOPLE OVER PROFIT
Keeping Manitoba Hydro Public
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 Manitoba families know cell phones are a 

necessity, to keep in touch, to keep 

informed, and to keep track of the kids. 

But the cost of plans keep going up while 

cell phone companies’ continue raking in 

big profits. While our Premier cheerleads 

big telecom companies as they raise 

prices, regular families are seeing their 

bills go up with less and less money 

leftover for themselves at the end of the 

month.

 

Manitoba families need affordable cell 

phone service and a government that will 

back them up.

 

That’s why the Manitoba NDP will push 

to make cell phone bills more affordable. 

We will work towards this by pursuing a 

suite of policies beginning with pushing 

for new rules for cell phone contracts and 

bills - to require cell phone companies to 

print on all cell phone contracts and bills 

the lowest cost monthly plan for talk, text 

and 1GB of monthly data they offer. 

 

Put simply - Manitobans will be able to 

choose more affordable plans if we make 

companies remind them every month of 

what the cheapest plans are. Manitobans 

know a good deal when they see one but 

they can’t make informed decisions if the 

cheapest cost plans are hidden in 

complicated language or out of sight.

 

 

The Manitoba NDP will also take steps to 

make sure all Manitobans receive alerts 

when there is an emergency.

 

Cell phone companies charge consumers 

for coverage all over the province but don’t 

always ensure the message gets through 

when there is an emergency. We’ve seen 

very serious impacts caused by natural 

disasters on our rural and northern 

communities and it is time for cell phone 

companies to step up. We will push for 

‘right to receive’ public emergency alerts 

for Manitoba cell phone users.

 

Finally, we will take steps to ensure cell 

phone companies are offering the best 

plans for Manitoba consumers. We will 

work with cell phone companies so they 

offer basic ‘skinny’ cell phone plans so that 

Manitobans can talk, text and surf the 

internet for a reasonable price.

Cell phone plans cost too much right now - 

and the Manitoba NDP will take steps to 

make sure families pay less on their cell 

phone bill each month.

Protecting Mobile Customers
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Cheaper Wireless Plans

CHOICES ON AFFORDABILITY

WAB KINEW'S NDP

Higher Bills
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Payouts to Rich Executives

PALLISTER'S PCs

No Action on Meth Crisis

Lower Electricity Bills



Manitoba families deserve a government that chooses to prioritize their needs, rather 

than the needs of a privileged few. 

 

The Premier has made his choices clear. He will cut health care, downsize education, 

ignore climate change and hike rates for regular families. This is the wrong approach. 

 

The Premier’s divisive politics are a clear attempt to distract Manitobans from the 

damage he’s causing. He knows he can’t win by talking about health care cuts so he tries 

to pick fights to change the channel instead. Manitobans deserve better than that. We 

deserve real leadership.   

 

We are committed to keeping life affordable for families, while also managing a 

responsible government. Our commitments today either make use of federal funding, are 

revenue neutral or actually save government money. 

 

The Manitoba NDP under my leadership is committed to working hard for the priorities of 

everyday families like health, education, the environment, and affordability so that we 

can earn their trust and get the chance to work towards these priorities in government.

 

HEALTH CARE. EDUCATION. 

ENVIRONMENT. AFFORDABILITY.
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