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Our goal for the New Dem is to help link members with one 
another, keep them informed on provincial politics so that 
they can promote the party whether at the coffee shop or on 
the doorstep, and inspire them as New Democrats.   

 
 
You can find the New Democrat online at mbndp.ca/
the_new_democrat.  It is easily downloadable as a PDF and 
can be printed for constituency meetings and other events.  

Hello New Democrats!  
 

What an exciting time to be part of our party and our 
movement. We are the progressive voice of Manitoba. 
 

This summer we ran an election campaign that focused on 
the real issues that matter to Manitoba families—like 
health care, education and climate change—and we 
shared our vision for a government that works for all of us.  
 

Despite the early election call from Premier Pallister, our 
party kicked it into high gear to run a serious and high-
quality campaign. Like every good NDP campaign, we were 
fueled by people—volunteers, generous donors, and of 
course, passionate candidates.  
 

And it all paid off. We now have a smart, experienced and 
historically diverse caucus in the Legislature that’s 
working hard every day to stand up against Conservative 
cuts. We will spend the next four years, or maybe three, 
listening to Manitobans, fighting against Brian Pallister’s 
austerity agenda and giving Manitoba families a real 
progressive option. 
 

Many of us have just finished helping our federal cousins 
on their elections as well. I’m so proud of Jagmeet and our 
Manitoba MPs Leah Gazan, Niki Ashton and Daniel 
Blaikie—they showed Canadians that New Democrats are 
willing to dream big to inspire millions of people and push 
for real change.  

Our movement has never felt so young and fresh. In 
Manitoba and across the country, more and more people 
are being drawn to the NDP. Young people demanding 
action on the climate crisis. Indigenous communities 
pressing for recognition. Front-line workers fighting for 
their rights. And everyday families who just want to get 
ahead. These perspectives make our party stronger. 
 
 

I’m feeling energized by the new faces around our caucus 
table and in our party. I am renewed in my commitment to 
show voters that NDP values are Manitoba values. I’m here 
to work for all of us, and I can’t wait to take the next step.  

• Meet your new NDP MLAs 
• 2019  Campaign  Celebration Social  

and other events 

• Highlights from the campaign trail 
• The Manitoba NDP platform 
• Member profile with Alex Krosney 

Wab Kinew, Leader of the Manitoba NDP 
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What a year it has been!  Since I became Provincial Secretary, the Mani-
toba NDP has hosted a Leader’s Levee, ran a record-breaking year-end 
fundraiser, dealt with boundary changes and founding AGMs, held our 
50th Anniversary Gala dinner, held nomination races and meetings, and 
ran an early general election where we saw real gains in the Legislature. 
 

I’ve had the privilege to connect with hundreds of members all over the 
province this year by attending and facilitating over 100 founding 
AGMs, nomination meetings, policy workshops, Provincial Council meet-
ings, and dozens of constituency fundraisers.  
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Looking forward to the upcoming year, our work is far from over. 
We have campaign expenses to pay for, a Convention to plan, 
AGMs to hold, fundraising to ramp up, and organizational work to 
do all over the province to strengthen our Constituency Associa-
tions as we prepare for the next election.  

This year proved how much we can accomplish when we focus on 
our common values and work together in solidarity – and I want 
to make sure we keep this momentum going into the new year. 
 

I am grateful to be in this position because I have the opportunity 
to work full time (and more!) supporting the cause of social de-
mocracy in our province.  This has been an intense year to be 
sure.  But as Provincial Secretary, it’s my job to make sure the 
Manitoba NDP is ready for the next election – whenever it comes. 
 

I’m calling for your help as dedicated New Democrats to work 
with Wab, our new caucus and Provincial Office as we move for-
ward together. 

In solidarity, 

Tim Johnson
Provincial Secretary, Manitoba NDP 

After this year, I am more convinced than ever that our Party is only as strong as our members – and I’m happy to 
report that our membership is strong, diverse and dedicated to building a better Manitoba for all of us.   

  Tim and his two boys. 
A glimpse into the life of a provincial secretary. Tim’s regular  

  calendar is pictured above, with the NDP Election Calendar below. 
  Sometimes Tim remembers to sleep. 
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 Elections are fought and won on the ground. A big thank 
you to every volunteer. We couldn’t do it without you. 

 Day 1 of the campaign, and they’re off! Malaya Marcelino, 
newly elected MLA for Notre Dame, hits the ground running.  On 
the right, young New Democrats lend Lisa Naylor a helping hand. 

  Eighteen newly elected NDP candidates were sworn in on September 25th as Members of the Legislative Assembly. 

  Celebrating wins to be proud of on Election Night.        
Congratulations to our 11 new NDP MLAs! 
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Fix Pallister’s Health Care Crisis 

• End the ER closures and re-open ERs; replace nurses  
        fired by Pallister; and end the chaos in health care by          
        listening to the people on the front lines 
• Real, effective action on the meth crisis beginning in  
         the first 100 days 
• Transform mental health care for Manitobans 
 

Good Jobs and Sustainable Growth 

• Smaller K-3 class sizes so our kids get the best possible   
        start 
• Make significant investments in infrastructure such as  
        roads, hospitals and schools, creating nearly 50,000      
         jobs in the process; reversing the 40% cut to the  
         roads budget made by Pallister 
• Help thousands of post-secondary students better   
        prepare for the jobs of the future; and use a strong,    
        publicly owned Manitoba Hydro to create oppor- 
        tunities for careers to build a future around 

This past August, the Manitoba NDP released their platform for the recent provincial election.  Detailed, bal-
anced, and fully costed, “A Plan For All Of Us” invests in health, good jobs, and an affordable quality of life for 
Manitobans.  
 
The platform makes three main commitments to Manitobans: Fix Pallister’s Health Crisis; Good Jobs and Sus-
tainable Growth; and an Affordable Quality of Life. Highlights include: 

An Affordable Quality of Life 

• Help families make greener choices and keep life affordable, while negotiating a better deal with the 
Federal government to put a price on pollution and make big polluters pay 

• Increase the minimum wage to $15 — because no one working full-time should live in poverty — while 
giving small business a break 

• Make it easier to buy a first home 
 
The platform is fully costed, maintains the same return-to-balance schedule as the 2019 government budget, 
and is based on the same economic-growth assumptions as found in the 2019 government budget.  
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For every edition of the New Dem, we profile a regular party member to hear directly from them why 
they are proud to call themselves New Democrats. This month we’re hearing from Alex Krosney. 
 
1. Can you tell us a little bit about yourself and how you became a New Democrat? 
 
I've always been interested in community engagement and social jus-
tice, but I didn't always connect those values to a particular party. My 
big shift from politics in the abstract to politics in practice came during 
the Bill 18 debates in 2013, when I watched the tireless Nancy Allen and 
the rest of the NDP Government fight to protect queer kids’ access to 
Gay-Straight Alliances against an onslaught of opposition from the Pro-
gressive Conservatives.  
 
That was the first time I really appreciated that different parties have 
the power to make real, concrete changes that would affect me and the 
people I love...and getting behind the party you believed in could help 
the changes you believed in happen. 
 
As a queer person, it's especially important to me to be part of a party 
that stands up for the rights of all kinds of marginalized people. I know 
it's a talking point, but I really DO want a government that makes life 
better for everyone in Manitoba. I think the best way to do that is to 
take care of the people who need the most support first, and I see that 
reflected in the policies and values of the NDP.  
 
2. Which campaigns did you volunteer with this fall, and what kind of work did you do? 
 
This fall I was fortunate to volunteer with two powerhouse first-time candidates: Uzoma Asagwara in 
the provincial election and Leah Gazan in the federal election. As someone privileged with good mobility 
who doesn't mind talking to people face-to-face I spent most of my time doorknocking in a diversity of 
neighbourhoods around Union Station and Winnipeg Centre—I did the same on both Election Days as 
well. I'm so glad our hard work paid off and so proud to see the good work BOTH of these amazing peo-
ple will do in government!  
 
I also squeezed in a phoning shift with federal candidate Evan Krosney...but that's because he's my 
brother ;)  
 
3. Why was it important to you to volunteer? 
 
First, it's important because without volunteers we wouldn't be able to do even a fraction of the im-
portant work we do. We may not have the same financial resources as the Tories (or the Liberals) but 
being part of such a strong team of experienced, compassionate, and committed volunteers helps me 
feel like we can level the campaign playing field...which helps to get more of our people into govern-
ment and doing good work for all of us. 
 
Second (especially this year), it's important because it gives me a sense of agency and purpose in our 
democracy beyond my one vote. It can feel disheartening when your own orange vote is a minority in 
your constituency, or when people tout "strategic voting" for a party you don't want as the only way to 
mark your federal ballot. I want to believe that we have more capacity for change than that! Getting out 
and promoting the people and messages and values I actually believe in is really empowering, whether 
people get elected or not. 
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Eleven new NDP candidates joined the ranks of the NDP caucus this fall, making it one of the most diverse 
in Manitoba’s history with six women, five Indigenous people, two queer people and nine people of colour. 
 
The new NDP MLA team is proud to look like Manitoba, and plans to use every tool at their disposal to hold 
the Pallister government to account. 

Critic for Sport, Culture and Heritage, Critic for Agriculture 
Diljeet Brar is passionate about education and opportunities for young people. Diljeet 
grew up in India, where he did his master’s in education, and also worked for the Manito-
ba department of agriculture. Diljeet and his family have been living in Amber Trails 
since 2014, where he volunteers with local community programs and cultural shows. 

Critic for Finance, Deputy House Leader for the Official Opposition 
Mark Wasyliw is a husband and father of three, a lawyer, and a school trustee. He has a 
master’s in Political Science and a master’s in Criminal Law. He has been a lawyer since 
2000, with the Residential Tenancies Branch since 2009, and a school trustee since 2011. 
He also volunteers on behalf of the wrongfully convicted and coaches football. 

Critic for Indigenous Affairs 
Ian Bushie is a member of Hollow Water First Nation and a proud father of six children. 
Ian has served his community as a band councillor and as Chief from 2004-2008. He 
serves as board chair for the Southeast Child and Family Services and is an experienced 
negotiator and facilitator, bringing jobs and opportunities to remote communities. 

Critic for Immigration and the Status of Women  
Malaya Marcelino is a community leader, communications specialist and mother of two. 
Malaya immigrated to Winnipeg from the Philippines when she was four years old. She 
embraced the power of education, and is now working on her master’s in Political Stud-
ies. She is a strong advocate for seniors and for better mental health supports.  

Critic for Manitoba Hydro and Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries and Liquor, Gaming and Can-
nabis Authority , Critic for Francophone Services 
Adrien's career has focused on building stronger communities. He has worked at Assini-
boine Credit Union, with the provincial housing department, and with community-based 
programs serving youth. He is also a musician who has performed at major local venues. 
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Critic for Growth, Enterprise and Trade, Spokesperson on Affordability Issues 
Jamie is a longtime resident of St. Vital who serves on the board of the Glenwood Com-
munity Centre and the Glenwood Parent Advisory Council. Jamie holds a bachelor's de-
gree in Agribusiness and has worked with the Canadian Wheat Board and Investors 
Group. He is passionate about sports and has coached high school basketball for years. 

Critic for Manitoba Public Insurance Corporation  
Mintu Sandhu has lived in The Maples for the past 30 years. He is trilingual (English, Pun-
jabi and Hindi) and volunteers with the Maples Community Centre and various fundrais-
ing initiatives. Mintu has owned his own business for 18 years and worked as a general 
manager at Unicity Taxi. He and his wife Inderjit have three children. 

Critic for Childcare, Housing, Disability and Poverty Matters  
Danielle is a longtime Northerner who attended Deerwood Elementary and RD Parker 
Collegiate in Thompson. She has worked for MP Niki Ashton, which has connected her 
with people and communities throughout the North. She is a longtime activist, feminist 
and stands as an ally with Indigenous Peoples, new Canadians and LGBTQ2S people. 

Critic for Education 
Nello Altomare is a lifelong resident of Transcona, the son of Italian immigrants and a 
father of two. He is a recently retired principal with the River East Transcona School Divi-
sion and is a member and volunteer at Transcona Memorial United Church. Nello has also 
has been a volunteer and coach with sports such as basketball, volleyball and soccer.  

Critic for Health, Seniors and Active Living  
Uzoma Asagwara is an addictions specialist, psychiatric nurse, educator, entrepreneur 
and mental health advocate. Uzoma served on the board of the Women’s Health Clinic 
and has extensive experience working alongside marginalized demographics. Uzoma is 
also passionate about the arts and played for the Canadian National Basketball team. 

Critic for Environment and Climate Change  
Lisa has served as a local school trustee since 2014, and has lived in Wolseley for twenty 
years. She is a feminist activist who has worked in front-line social services and commu-
nity health organizations, starting as a street outreach worker and later as a counsellor 
and health director. She is passionate about building healthier communities for all of us. 
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Now that we’ve had a moment to catch our breath, 
it’s time to celebrate the success of the 2019 Cam-
paign! 
 

Join your NDP friends for a good ol’ Manitoba social, 
featuring the Windups and a DJ playing all the songs 
you want to dance to. There will be a silent auction 
with vintage NDP swag, a cash bar, and lots of classic 
social food. Come celebrate with the newly-elected 
MLAs and their supporters! 
 

All proceeds from tickets will go towards covering 
campaign expenses, so please be generous when se-
lecting a ticket price.  
 

Tickets: $50 or $100  
 

You can purchase them online at www.mbndp.ca/
ndp_social, or by calling Provincial Office at 877-863-
2976. 

Friday, November 8, 2019 at 6 PM / $70 per ticket / Kum Koon Garden in Winnipeg, MB, Canada  
 

Come join us as we celebrate Flor and Ted Marcelino’s contributions to the Manitoba NDP and the Manito-
ba Legislature. Hosted by Malaya Marcelino, our new NDP MLA for Notre Dame.   
 

Cocktails at 6 p.m.  Nine-course Lauriat dinner served at 7 p.m.  Cash bar. All proceeds benefit the Notre 
Dame NDP, Tyndall Park NDP and Manitoba NDP.  

Friday, November 15, 2019 at 8 PM / $50 or $100 per ticket /  Glenwood CC in Winnipeg, MB, Canada  

https://www.mbndp.ca/happy_retirement_flor_ted_welcome_malaya
https://www.mbndp.ca/happy_retirement_flor_ted_welcome_malaya

