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The Manitoba NDP passed a resolution at Convention 2011 to move resolution writing to a clear language format.  This 
clear language format is used by the Manitoba Federation of Labour and the Canadian Labour Congress, who have seen 
great success with its implementation.  There have now been several Manitoba NDP Conventions with this new format 
and it has been well-received.   
With our clear language resolution format, the substantive portion of the resolution (the old “be it resolved” portion) is 
moved to the top of the resolution and is following by the reasons for the resolution. 
Instead of saying “Whereas X, whereas Y, therefore be it resolved A, be it further resolved B”, our resolution formation 
says “The Manitoba NDP will A and B, Because A and Y”.    
The format for resolution writing is simple.  The standard template is as follows: 

The Manitoba NDP will (. ..)   this can be repeated if separate action clauses are need as many times as required 
Because (...)    This can also be repeated as many times as needed, to provide context to your action clauses 

An example of this format in a resolution is as follows: 
The Manitoba NDP will continue to use a clear language resolution formation for its 2020 policy convention. 
Because it results in more user-friendly documents that are easier to write, easier to understand, and more concise.  

Old Format 
NDP Senior’s Committee 
Resolution re: Pharmacare and Seniors 
Whereas there is an unacceptable level of poverty experienced 
by many Manitoba Seniors inclusive of those between ages 55 
and 65 as well as those over 65. 
And whereas one symptom of financial hardship is an inability 
to pay for items necessary for the preservation of good health 
often leading to more expensive emergency treatment follow-
ing breakdowns that could have been prevented. 
And whereas the Manitoba Pharmacare Program is seen as an 
excellent vehicle for both addressing the cost of unmet health 
needs and for having the necessary structure and bureaucracy 
already in place. 
Therefore be it resolved that this Convention go on record as 
being in favour of the Manitoba Pharmacare Program be ex-
panded for residents aged 55 and over to include coverage for 
all medically prescribed pharmaceuticals and other treatments 
and to include dental, vision and hearing care needs inclusive 
of prostheses, glasses and hearing aid products. 

Clear Language Format 
NDP Senior’s Committee 
Resolution re: Pharmacare and Seniors 
The Manitoba NDP will go on record as being in favour of the 
Manitoba Pharmacare Program be expanded for residents 
aged 55 and over to include coverage for all medically pre-
scribed pharmaceuticals and other treatments and to include 
dental, vision and hearing care needs inclusive of prostheses, 
glasses and hearing aid products. 
Because there is an unacceptable level of poverty experienced 
by many Manitoba Seniors inclusive of those between ages 55 
and 65 as well as those over 65; and 
Because one symptom of the financial hardship is an inability to 
pay for items necessary for the preservation of good health 
often leading to more expensive emergency treatment follow-
ing breakdowns that could have been prevented, and  
Because the Manitoba Pharmacare Program is seen as an excel-
lent vehicle for both addressing the cost unmet health needs 
and for having the necessary structure and bureaucracy al-
ready in place. 


