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A Message From President Anne Fox

T

he British military band played “The
World Turned Upside Down” as
Cornwallis surrendered at Yorktown.
I feel as though the world has been turned
upside down for at least two years. We want
to be sure to reap the benefit for the babies
and all those on the edges of life.
I want to clarify that I write this exactly
three weeks after the Nov. 8th election.
Since we have gone to this beautiful magazine format, which has been very successful,
there is a longer delay between the time we
write and you read.
I also want to make something else clear.
Throughout this column, I am going to
refer to Democrats and Republicans with
the assumption that Democratic politicians
take pro-abortion positions and Republican
politicians take pro-life positions. Constantly I tell out of state people that those
stereotypes are not true in Massachusetts
– that we have many, many pro-lifers who
are Democrat and some elected officials who
are pro-life, just as we have pro-abortion
Republicans and Republican officials. In discussing where we are now, however, it is less
cumbersome to go with the generalizations.
We now have the Presidency of the U.S.,
the House of Representatives, the U.S.
Senate and, essentially, 45 states (there are
four states that have Democratic houses and
Governors and we must add Massachusetts).
In the 1970’s we learned a hard lesson about
what I call the “anti-bussing” mentality.
Some of the best people in the world were
entirely correct that society should not
attempt to solve its problems on the backs
of its children (something bussing and
abortion have in common). These people
were very effective when they were “outsiders” but, when they were on the inside, they
were not always able to get the best results.
It is something pro-lifers have always had to
guard against. Now we are on the inside and
we must push as though we have only two
years.
One month ago we expected Hillary
Clinton to be elected President. We knew
she would pack all the courts for at least
a generation; she would double down on
Obamacare; she would use Executive Order,
or whatever else she needed to eliminate all
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the state and federal laws we have passed to
protect babies and their mothers; she would
increase funding for Planned Parenthood
and make them the equivalent of a federal
agency; she would push abortion worldwide with the prestige of the United Sates
and with our tax dollars. There are many
pro-life people in Massachusetts who did
not vote for Trump but are very grateful that
Clinton was not elected.
Eight years ago, Obama said, “I won…”.
Well, you know what, this time we won.
Now we can turn the world upside down.
I have been thinking seriously about the
Clinton/ Media defamation machine and
level of corruption. They would have turned
on any of the wonderful Republican candidates. In spite of the polls showing most of
the 17 candidates could have beaten Hillary,
I think the machine’s manufactured filth
would have destroyed most of those Republicans. On our side of the aisle, we tend to
be too nice and expect people to play fair.
The fact that Trump decided to take them
on and fight back made a difference. It is
encouraging to realize how many people
recognized the arrogance and corruption of
the media and Trump gave them a chance to
vote against it.
I have to tell you how proud I am of all
the pro-lifers across the country, especially
those in the strong pro-life states of Michigan, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, North Carolina and other “swing states”. In the spring,
as soon as it became apparent that Trump
would get the nomination, the Board of the
National Right to Life Committee had a
conference call. On that call, the directors
from Michigan and Pennsylvania said they
could get their Democratic states to vote
Republican this year. They did and made
the difference.
Since the election, Trump has made

many important Cabinet and Administration appointments. So far every single one
of them is pro-life and extremely well-qualified. When you look them up, you see “antichoice,” “supports crisis pregnancy centers,
which LIE TO WOMEN,” “member of
family which has donated the most to antichoice candidates,” etc. And they are not the
people who assure us they are pro-life and
then go on their merry way. They are people
who have been acting and working for prolife all along.
One of the first people to meet with
Trump was Leonard Leo of the Federalist
Society, which has been very successful in
finding the right kind of judges and making
sure they don’t get “Borked”. People in the
disability community sent out an email
about a judge whose name is being mentioned for the Supreme Court. He has written a very good book on doctor-prescribed
suicide. Their reaction was that they were
going to be watching. Watching is from the
outside; being on the inside is having your
friends and allies doing the picking.
The re-election of Nancy Pelosi is the
visible proof that the Democratic Party is
bankrupt, corrupt, and has no bench. Yet
the 2016 media tried to make us believe
the Republican party was dead. Right
now members of the media think they can
criticize Trump’s appointments as though
they had any credibility. They don’t seem to
realize they have been “outed”.
In Massachusetts, we constantly have to
remind ourselves that, while we may be the
bottom of the barrel, our work keeps up the
level of the whole barrel. We have to remind
ourselves that our job is just as important,
only different and more challenging, as that
of a pro-life state like Oklahoma. Right now
we are in the happy situation when a rising
tide raises all boats. Praise the Lord!

One month ago we expected Hillary Clinton to
be elected President. She would increase funding for Planned Parenthood and make them the
equivalent of a federal agency.

MCFL Board Member Profiles
Yarmouth Port’s Andrea St. Germain helping to rekindle the vibrant Cape
Cod Chapter
Tell us a bit about your background
I live in Yarmouth Port, here on the Cape
with my husband Ken St. Germain. We
have two adult children and three outstanding grandchildren. As a busy retired educator, I teach second grade religious education,
Vacation Bible School and survived ten
years with our local school committee.
How did you become pro-life?
Way back in 1974 my friend Lucille (the
former Sister Maria Gorittie), invited me to
the Boston Common for a Pro-Life Rally,
along with thousands of Catholic School
kids, adults, and many religious. I recall
visiting the late Senator Ted Kennedy’s office
with live red roses. The pictures of aborted
babies, in contrast to the enthusiasm of
children running across the Common to the
State House has stayed with me. I guess that
was the hook that caught me.
How did you become involved with
MCFL?
Folks on the Cape were so into the prolife message. I attended the March in D.C.
on what we called the “Red Eye.” You sleep
on the bus, attend the March and rally, then
get back on the bus and return to the Cape.
Angelica Molica was the bus captain. Bless
her heart, Angie is still active. Back in the
day, the Cape Cod Chapter met upstairs in
the Stop and Shop Community Room in
Hyannis, or for monthly breakfast meetings
at the “Egg n’ I.” The Chapter had an office
in Hyannis maned by pro-life people like
Claire Twitchell, who is still active.
My little daughter Marta found research
material for a school assignment on abortion, at that office after attending a Washington March for Life. Her sixteen-year
old daughter Alexis has also marched on
Washington, and recently attended the rainy
Massachusetts March in Boston with her
boyfriend Charlie.
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Andrea St. Germain with her dog Franky and grandson Micah
Gratefully, Brent Bowers, Lloyd McDonald, and Pastor James Krikiva have kept the
Cape Cod Chapter going for years.
What are you currently working on in the
pro-life area?
The future chapter looks to life. Recently,
chapter members attended the pro-life rally
at Angle Park in Attleboro across from the
abortion center along with Fall River Diocese Bishop da Cunha. At that site we held
signs for life and prayed. Cape members also
took buses to the Massachusetts March in

Boston and attended fundraising banquets
for both Abundant Hope pregnancy resource center and MCFL.
Along with MCFL Vice President for
Education Linda Thayer, the Cape Cod
Chapter manned a pro-life table at the
recent Faith Formation Conference here
in Hyannis. We plan to do the same at the
Women’s Conference in March 2017. The
chapter will be visiting Respect Life Groups
in the local Cape Cod area.
Future plans include working on a prolife writing contest and funding scholarships
for the Bus for Life. We hope to improve

Pro-Life 2017 at a Glance
Jan. 13: Board of Directors meeting, Boston
Jan. 22: Assembly for Life, Faneuil Hall, Boston
Jan. 27: Massachusetts Caucus
Russell Senate Building, Washington, D.C.
Jan. 27: March for Life, Washington, D.C.
February- May: Student Lobby Days
Massachusetts State House, Boston
March 11: Board of Directors meeting, Boston
March 25: MCFL Table, Springfield Men’s Conference
April 1: MCFL Table, Worcester Men’s Conference
April 8: MCFL Convention, Boston College
April 22: MCFL Table, Springfield Women’s Conference
Members of the Cape Cod Chapter returning home after the
Massachusetts March in Boston on Oct. 9

May 4: Mothers’ Day Dinner, Chez Josef, Agawam
May 12: Board of Directors meeting, Boston

our means of communication, recruit new young members
and rekindle the Rose Drive.
Our chapter is planning a joint conference with Bea Martins and the Greater Fall River Chapter in September 2017.
Please pray that all our activities will bear fruit.
What do you enjoy doing your leisure time?
Ken and I enjoy working in our backyard rose, flower and
vegetable garden.
Contact the Cape Cod Chapter at: lovelife@capecod.net

June 9: Annual Meeting and Election
June 29-July 1: National Right to Life Convention,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
July – Aug: Summer Student programs,
PULSE and Summer Academy
Aug. 5: All day Board meeting and Retreat
Sept. 15- Oct. 1: MCFL Booth Big E, Springfield

Join Us!

Oct. 13: Board of Directors meeting, Boston

The MCFL Board of Directors meets at the Boston office,
529 Main Street. All MCFL members are welcome to attend.

Oct. 26: Annual Fundraising Banquet, Norwood

Chapters meet monthly or on other schedules. Please check:
www.masscitizensforlife.org for dates and times. Everyone
living in the area of a chapter is welcome.
MCFL Speakers’ Bureau reaches more than 10,000 people
every year. To arrange a local presentation, call (617) 2424199 or (413) 583-5034
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Nov.11: Board and Chapter officers meeting
Dec. 8: Board Christmas Party
TBA: Massachusetts March for Life, Boston
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PRO-LIFE EVENTS 2017
March for Life
January 27 in
Washington,
D.C.

2

Map Key
1. The Capitol
2. Senate Offices:
Russell, Dirksen, Hart

8
1

House Offices:
3. Cannon
4. Longworth
5. Rayburn

7
5

6. Metro-Capitol South
7. Metro-Smithsonian
8. Rally Stage: 15th St.
at Constitution Ave.

2

Hart Senate Office Building
Sen. Elizabeth Warren Room 317

2

Dirksen Senate Office Building
Senator Edward Markey Room 255

2

Russell Senate Office Building
MCFL Caucus Room 325

4

6
3

Cannon House Office Building
Rep. William Keating Room 315
Rep. Joseph Kennedy Room 306
Rep. James McGovern Room 438
Rep. Richard Neal Room 341

4

Longworth House Office Building
Rep. Michael Capuano Room 1414
Rep. Katherine Clark Room 1721
Rep. Seth Moulton Room 1408
Rep. Niki Tsongas Room 1714

5

Rayburn House Office Building
Rep. Stephen Lynch Room 2369

MCFL Assembly for Life

MCFL Pre-March Caucus

Iraqi native Mother Olga of
the Sacred Heart, will keynote
MCFL’s Assembly for Life. As
a young woman, she started a
lay movement with young men
and women from Christian and
Muslim communities to serve
the needs of the Iraqi poor.
Mother Olga has a BS in Biology and Hematology from Arbil
University in Iraq and a MA in Philosophy and Theology from
Babylon College. In 2009, she started an apostolate for vocations
on the Boston University campus and in 2011 began the establishment of a new religious community of sisters in the Archdiocese
of Boston, Daughters of Mary of Nazareth.

The 2017 MCFL Caucus will be held at the Russell Senate Office
Building, Room 325, the Kennedy Caucus Room, from 9:30AM 11:30AM. Coffee and pastries will be served.
The MCFL
Caucus features
speakers with a
variety of perspectives on the pro-life
changes in federal
laws and regulation
that we can expect
from a pro-life President and pro-life
Congress.

January 22
Faneuil Hall, Boston
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January 27
Russell Senate Building, Washington, D.C.

March for Life Buses to Washington, D.C.
Arlington & Burlington, MA – January
26-28, 2017 (3 Days, 2 Nights)
Pick-ups at: St. Margaret Church, Winn
St., Burlington, MA & St. Camillus
Church, Dow Ave., Arlington, MA.
Hotel: Hampton Inn, Silver Spring, MD
Cost: $259 per person (double occupancy);
$339 per person (single occupancy). Please
note there is no guarantee of reimbursement
if the event is cancelled due to hazardous
weather. Also a $100.00 per person deposit
is required with registration. The full balance is due December 20, 2016. Make
checks payable to March for Life/Arlington and mail to March for Life/Arlington,
c/o Joseph Kolb, 250 Main St., #214,
Hudson, MA 01749-2357. For more information contact: Thomas Harvey: 617-7103616, tharveyesq@aol.com; or Joseph Kolb:
781-844-0353, joskol5@yahoo.com.
Bellingham, MA – January 26-28, 2017
(No overnight stay)
Pick-up at: St. Brendan Parish parking lot,
384 Hartford St., Bellingham, MA
Hotel: No overnight stay. Leaving Thurs.,
Jan. 26 at 9:00 PM; arriving Fri., Jan. 27 at
Basilica of National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in DC in time for Mass.
Take public transportation to Capitol. Leaving DC from Union Station on Fri., Jan.
27 at 5:00 PM; arriving Bellingham on Sat.
Jan. 28 early morning.
Cost: To be determined. For information
call Gladys at St. Brendan Parish Office:
508-966-9802.
Burlington, MA –January 25-28, 2017
(2 Days, 1 Night)
Pick-up at: Burlington Mall, Burlington,
MA, Wed., Jan. 25, 2017, 10:00 PM
Hotel: Renaissance Washington, DC
Downtown Hotel, arrive Thurs., Jan. 26,
7:00AM
Cost: $173per person (4 per room), $190pp
(3 per room); $225pp (2 per room); $329pp
(single); $120 bus ride only.
Leave DC on Thurs., Jan. 27 at 5:00PM,
arrive in Burlington Sat., Jan. 28 at approximately 2:30AM.
For registration or more information call
Brian Murphy: 978-852-6006 or email:
Brian@AboutTownProperty.com OR call
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Theresa Gorey: 978-886-2911 or email
thegoreys@comcast.net. To reserve rooms
mail payment ASAP to Theresa Gorey, 33
Brown St., Andover, MA 01810.
Cape Cod, MA – January 26-28, 2017
(3 Days, 2 nights)
Pick-up: Buses will depart on Thurs., Jan.
26, 2017 and return Sat., Jan. 28, 2017.
Travel in motor coaches.
Hotel: Hampton Inn, Washington, DC
Cost: Non-refundable fee of $305/adult and
$230/youth includes roundtrip transportation, two nights at the hotel, with breakfast
each morning, and pizza party the night of
Jan. 27. For family rates and more details
call Kevin Ward 508-291-0949 or Vanessa
Cloutier at 508-566-2884. If you are unable
to make the trip, donations may still be
made to “Cape Cod Bus for Life, Inc.” and
mailed to P.O. Box 175, Buzzards Bay, MA
02532. Trip insurance is available at $14 per
person.
Chicopee, MA – January 26-28, 2017 (No
overnight stay)
Pick up at: St. Stanislaus Parish, 534 Front
St., Chicopee, following 9:00 PM Mass.
Call to confirm details.
Hotel: No overnight stay. Leaving Thurs.,
Jan. 26 at 10:30 PM, arriving in DC Fri.,
Jan. 27 for the day’s events, and leaving Friday evening to arrive in Chicopee on Sat.,
Jan. 28 at approximately 2:30AM.
Cost: $64 per person. Financial assistance
available for those who need it. Please note
there is no guarantee of reimbursement
should the trip be cancelled due to hazardous weather. All reservations must be paid
in full by Dec. 15, 2016. No Refunds after
Dec. 15 unless bus company cancels the
trip. Reservations after Dec. 15 require
payment when made. For information or
to register, call PeggyBradford: 413-5835034 or email PBradford@MassCitizensForLife.org.
Framingham, MA- January 26-27, 2017
(2 days, 1 night)
Pick-up at: Saint Stephen Rectory, 221
Concord St., Framingham, MA. Buses leaving at 4:00 AM on Thurs., Jan. 26; arriving in DC on Thurs, Jan. 26 at 3:00 PM;

leaving DC on Fri, Jan. 27 at 2:30 PM and
arriving in Framingham at approximately
midnight on Friday. Jan. 27.
Hotel: Hotel Harrington, Washington, DC.
Cost: Contact Fr. Peter DeFazio at 617529-4398 or email padrepeter@icloud.com
for details. Cost depends on number of
persons per hotel room: 6 persons per room
least expensive; 3-4 persons per room pay
basic rate; 2 persons per room pay maximum rate. No single rooms. Those below
the age of 18 years must be accompanied by
and room with parent or legal guardian.
Greenfield, MA
Contact: Peggy Bradford, MCFL, 109 Center Street, Ludlow, 413-583-5034, PBradford@MassCitizensFor Life.org.
North Adams, MA – January 26-28, 2017
(No overnight stay)
Pick-ups at: Adams, No. Adams, Williamstown, Pittsfield, and Great Barrington
starting at 9:00PM, Thurs., Jan. 26
Hotel: No overnight stay. Traveling Thursday night, Jan. 26, arriving in DC on Fri,
Jan. 27, and leaving Fri. evening, Jan. 27 to
arrive in Massachusetts on Sat., Jan. 28 at
approximately 2:00 AM.
Cost: $25.00 donation per person. Donations to defray the costs of the bus may be
sent to: MCFL, 6 Bob’s Hill, Adams, MA
01220. Call Robin at 413-743-1329 for
more information or to reserve your seat.
Worcester, MA – January 26-28, 2017
(No overnight stay)
Pick-up at: St. Paul’s Cathedral, Worcester
following Respect Life Mass at 7:30 PM.
Hotel: No overnight stay. Traveling Thursday night, Jan. 26, 2017 to Basilica of
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in time for Mass on Friday morning,
Jan. 27, followed by March for Life at noon.
Buses will return to Worcester immediately
following the March, arriving back at St.
Paul’s at approximately 1:00 AM on Sat.,
Jan. 28.
Cost: $70 per seat for registrations postmarked by Dec. 31; $85 per seat after Dec.
31. Details and registration forms available
at www.worcesterdiocese.org/respect-life.
Registrations accepted on first-come, firstserved basis until all seats are filled.

Dana Makes MCFL’s
Fundraising Banquet a Night
for Singing
A Montrose School student attending MCFL’s Annual Fundraising Banquet
on Oct. 27 beautifully summarized the night that featured Irish international
recording artist Dana Scallon: "Dana's keynote presentation was inspiring and
uplifting. Her beautiful singing really made her presentation personal and I
greatly enjoyed it. She is not only a talented singer, but a talented speaker as
well. Her words were a great inspiration for all of us to be the voices of life in
the midst of a culture of death."

Dana Scallon

Guests of all ages enjoyed the Banquet
Executive Director Patricia
Stewart with Pat Dembowski

Montrose School students agreed that the evening was an inspiring success
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Tom and Lauren Lyman, MCFL Board member
Danielle Cohn and her husband Peter

President Anne Fox with Rosalie Berquist, winner
of the Peggy McCormack Award, and her husband
Professor Duane Berquist

Dana was a genuinely warm celebrity who welcomed her many
fans with appreciation

Chair of the Greater Fall River Chapter Bea Martins, Anne Fox,
Chapter Service Award winner Jane Wilcox, and Paulette Martinville

Dr. Mark Rollo accepted the Dr.
Joseph Stanton Award for winners Dr.
Bill and Patsy Lawton
Photos by Edward Boylan

Chapter Service Award winner Doug
Hayman of the Greater Lawrence Chapter
and Chapter Chair Monica Silvey
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“In a culture
of death,
you are a
culture of
life.”
- Dana

Anne Fox, Marie O’Donnell, Chapter Service
Award winner, with Margaret O’Hara West
Roxbury/Roslindale Chair Mike Murray

Hopes High for Pro-life Congress
On Nov. 4, National Right to Life Committee President Carol Tobias outlined what
was at stake for pro-lifers in the upcoming
presidential election. “Our goal is to protect
unborn children, the vulnerable elderly,
and those with disabilities,” Tobias said.
“Part and parcel of this is restoring the basic
principle that every human life–not just
the “planned and the perfect”–has intrinsic
value and infinite dignity. A great way to
foster that respect for human life is to elect
men and women who understand that a
society that kills its weakest, its most vulnerable, is not a city shining on a hill, but a
culture that resembles the proverbial circular
firing squad.”
The 2016 Republican platform, hailed as
“the most pro-life in history,” called for the
defunding of Planned Parenthood and for
the repeal and replacement of Obamacare.
Included under Obamacare is the Health
and Human Services (HHS) mandate forcing coverage for abortifacient drugs and
denial of conscience rights. The platform
called for the repeal of the 1954 Johnson
Amendement, which denied the free speech
rights of churches and pastors in endorsing
candidates. Candidate for Vice President
Gov. Mike Pence led the fight to defund
Planned Parenthood in Congress and was
also instrumental in passing the federal ban
on partial-birth abortion (PBA).
In contrast, Hillary Clinton and the
Democratic Party remained tightly committed to Planned Parenthood and an agenda
that included the removal of any limitations
from abortion, such as the partial birth
abortion ban and the Hyde Amendment
which restricts the federal funding of abortion, and the denial of conscience rights of
health care professionals. Vice Presidential
candidate Tim Kaine voted against the
Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act
and co-sponsored a bill (S. 217) that would
nullify virtually all state limits on abortion,
including late abortions.
With the election of Donald Trump
and with Republican control of both houses
of Congress, how are key areas Tobias
defined as vital to ensuring protections of
vulnerable human life shaping up? These
are appointments to the Supreme Court
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and other executive branch positions, and
appointments of those who shape international law policy.
“We sometimes see that Court act as if
it were a legislative body, setting national
law, as seven unelected justices did in Roe
v. Wade,” Tobias said. “The president will
nominate justices who understand the
proper role of the High Court. The president also appoints judges to the powerful
federal courts of appeals, and hundreds of
federal district judges – all of these being
lifetime appointments. These federal judges
often decide which laws stand and which
will be nullified.”
Candidate Trump promised to nominate
to the Supreme Court justices in the mold
of the late Antonin Scalia. Scalia went on
record saying that the court has no power to
create rights which were not in the Constitution. “The Constitution does not say
anything about abortion,” Scalia said. He
favored jurisprudence that would leave the
states free to enact their own laws rather
than establishing a national abortion policy,
as Roe v Wade did.
“Besides federal judges, the president also
makes hundreds of key appointments to
executive branch positions that can greatly
diminish or increase the threat to the lives
of innocent, vulnerable, human life,” Tobias
said. “Some of these appointments are
high-level and very public, such as secretary
of state, secretary of health and human
services, and attorney general.”
President-elect Trump has selected prolife Congressman Tom Price as secretary
for Health and Human Services. He will
reform Obamacare, which funds abortions
with taxpayer dollars, and policies related
to respecting the conscience rights of health
care professionals. Price has a 100% pro-life
voting record and strongly supports the
defunding of Planned Parenthood.
Pro-life Senator Jeff Sessions of Alabama
has been named for attorney general. Under
the Obama administration extreme hostility
to the pro-life movement extended to the
labeling of pro-life advocates as “terrorists”
and the refusal to fully investigate Planned
Parenthood's sale of aborted baby body
parts. Sessions has a 100% pro-life voting

record and has voted against taxpayer funding of abortion and for the defunding of
Planned Parenthood.
The Obama administration's international policy had consistently been allied with those advocating the notion of
abortion as an international human right.
President-elect Trump has named pro-life
South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley as
ambassador to the United Nations. Haley
also has a 100% pro-life voting record. As
governor, Haley ordered an investigation of
abortion clinics in the wake of the scandal involving Planned Parenthood selling
aborted baby body parts. She signed into
law two key pro-life bills in South Carolina:
the Opt Out of Abortion Act and the BornAlive Infant Protection Act.
Tobias ended her Nov. 4 outline with
two visions of the future. “In addition to
president, we are electing members of the
U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S.
Senate,” she said. “These bodies can pass or
defeat legislation that will affect innocent
human life. Will our next Congress be able
to pass legislation like the No Taxpayer
Funding for Abortion Act, or will they be
voting to eliminate the Hyde Amendment,
as Hillary Clinton and the Democratic Party
platform have called for?”
Hopes are high that the new Congress
will deliver on its promises. Thankfully,
voters have chosen those who promise to
restore respect and protection to vulnerable
human life. Much remains to be done.

Legislation for the 2017-2018 Session in the
Massachusetts Legislature

O

ne of the main reasons for Massachusetts Citizens for Life’s existence
is the passage of pro-life laws. Laws
that discourage, restrict, and eventually outlaw abortion and other assaults on human
life save lives and teach the general population to respect human life.
Since its foundation in 1972, MCFL has
been bringing a vigorous lobbying effort to
the Statehouse. We play a key role in crafting pro-life legislation and each legislative
session we present a complete legislative
agenda designed to advance the cause of life.
MCFL also works to stop the passage of
anti-life measures. Education is key to
defeating them. MCFL is committed to
providing the necessary education to ensure
that everyone, pro-life and otherwise, understands the pernicious nature of pro-death
laws.
For the 190th Session of the General
Court of Massachusetts MCFL is once again
offering a full pro-life legislative agenda. The
bills are geared toward reducing abortions,
protecting the unborn and infants and
educating and informing the public about
the value of life and the horror of anti-life
policy.
Bills for the 2017-2018 Session:
Laura’s Law/
A Woman’s Right to Know Act
The informed consent bill called “Laura’s
Law,” honors Laura Hope Smith, a young
woman who died during an abortion at a
substandard facility on Cape Cod. This law
would require abortion facilities to inform
clients about the specifics of the abortion
procedure, the possible immediate and longterm risks to the mother, and to offer the
mother the opportunity to see her baby on
ultrasound. A 24-hour waiting period would
be imposed to ensure considered decisions
were made.
Protect Women from Coercion
MCFL will file a bill which would protect mothers who are being coerced to end a
pregnancy. As many as 62% of post-abortive
women report that they felt forced into
making the abortion decision.
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ABORTION KILLS
3 BABIES
EVERY MINUTE
in the U.S.

get the facts
masscitizensforlife.org

MCFL will run this ad in the Boston Globe on January, 22, 2017
Teach Science of Fetal Development
MCFL will introduce a bill requiring
8th or 9th grade students to be taught the
correct scientific facts about human prenatal development. This information helps
young people to recognize the humanity of
the unborn child.
Require Licensing and Inspection of
Abortion Facilities
A bill requiring that all non-hospital
facilities performing 10 or more abortions
per year be licensed and inspected. This is
similar to the Texas law which was struck
down because it would limit access. Fortunately, no woman in Massachusetts is more
than an hour away from a facility, so this
ruling should not apply.
Unborn Victims of Violence Act
In the case of an unborn baby dying
because of violence toward her mother, she
would be considered the second victim.

Massachusetts is one of the few states that
do not already have this law.
MCFL will be encouraging all members
to testify at hearings and to lobby their legislators for these common-sense bills.
Another major focus of MCFL’s legislative efforts in the 190th Session of the General Court is defeating another certain to be
filed doctor-prescribed suicide bill. If passed,
this bill would place the elderly, infirm, sick,
disabled, and vulnerable at grave risk and
radically change the nature of our healthcare
system. The bill’s sponsor, Compassion and
Choices (formerly the Hemlock Society),
recently moved Massachusetts to the top of
its priority list.
MCFL will be working with a coalition
from the medical, disability, minority, elderly, and faith-based communities to defeat
this dangerous bill.

Psychological and Emotional Reasons for Choosing Suicide

R

esearch reveals something unexpected about suicidal behavior. The
end-of-life concerns most often given
for choosing legalized doctor-prescribed suicide (DPS) in Oregon, are not physical pain
and suffering; rather they are psychological
and emotional: losing autonomy, feeling like
a burden on family and friends, loneliness,
and a loss of enjoyment of life. These are the
very same reasons given by persons contemplating suicide who are not suffering from a
terminal illness.
Nancy Valko, R.N., ALNC, a spokesperson for the National Association of Prolife
Nurses, spent her nursing career working in
critical care, hospice, home health, oncology, dialysis and other specialties. "Personally
and professionally as a nurse for 45 years,
I have encountered many suicidal people,"
says Valko. "Some were terminally ill, but I
found that even the few who were insistent
about killing themselves revealed great
fear and ambivalence. The will to live is so
strong, but these suicidal people were being
overwhelmed with desperation, even when
they were physically healthy."
A recent study published in JAMA
Psychiatry, "Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide
of Patients With Psychiatric Disorders in
the Netherlands 2011 to 2014," confirms
fears that feelings of depression and isolation
drive requests for lethal prescriptions. The
objective of the study was to "describe the
characteristics of patients receiving EAS (euthanasia or assisted suicide) for psychiatric
conditions and how the practice is regulated
in the Netherlands." The study, led by
National Institutes of Health psychiatrist
and bioethicist Dr. Scott Y. H. Kim, found
a troubling correlation between depressive
illness and the request for DPS .
Among the findings of those requesting
either euthanasia or assisted-suicide: 80
percent had previously been hospitalized for
psychiatric reasons, 52 percent had previously attempted suicide (non-assisted), 58
percent had at least one other medical condition, 55 percent had depressive disorders
as the primary psychiatric issue, 56 percent
of the physician reports mentioned the
patients’ social isolation or loneliness, and
56 percent had refused some treatment. An
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astounding 70 percent were women.
Genevieve Plaster, writing for the
Charlotte Lozier Institute commented,
"One cannot highlight enough that most of
these individuals were vulnerable to suicide
due to depression and feeling alone. That
more than half of these patients had tried
to commit suicide on their own previously,
and then succeeded by way of a legal process
involving healthcare providers, is alarming." Plaster noted that Oregon’s law and
state legalization bills pending for 2016 do
not require that mental health screening
be given after a person requests doctorprescribed suicide.
These concerns become more important
as "end-of-life options" or "aid-in-dying"
bills have succeeded in Colorado and
Washington, D.C. In Massachusetts, where
doctor-prescribed suicide has previously
been defeated both at the polls and in the
legislature, the Suffolk Superior Court will
hear a case brought by two physicians claiming that DPS is not prohibited by state law.
The doctors are asking the court to declare
that terminally ill patients have the constitutional right to choose death through the
use of lethal medication. "Plaintiffs seek a
declaration that Medical Aid in Dying is
not a criminal offense under the laws of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts,” the suit
states.
In California, the End of Life Options
Act allows terminally ill patients in mental hospitals to request doctor-prescribed
suicide. Under the Act, a lethal drug may
be prescribed "only if the patient is not
suffering from impaired judgment due to
a mental disorder." However, regulations
allow a terminally ill patient to"petition the
superior court to participate in the End of
Life Options Act by requesting release from
the custody of the Department of State
Hospitals." If the court orders release from
the custody of the hospital, the patient is
released to a person or other entity. If the
person is too dangerous to be released, the
state hospital must make DPS available in
the hospital.
Bioethicist Wesley Smith notes the absurdity of a situation where people are hospitalized as a protection against suicide, only

being released to commit suicide because
they have a terminal illness. Smith writes,
"These are people denied their very freedom
due to diagnosed severe mental disease.
They are undoubtedly being treated with
powerful psychotropic medications. In what
universe could they possibly be deemed 'not
to be suffering from impaired judgment due
to a mental disorder?'"
Nancy Valko says suicide prevention
and treatment must be made available to all,
not just the young and physically healthy.
A story in Valko's blog, "A Nurse’s Perspective on Life, Healthcare and Ethics" tells of
a cancer patient whose struggles with the
disease left her planning to take her own
life or have the help of a doctor before she
became mentally diminished or physically
dependent on others. Valko notified her
doctor and spent time talking with her.
"With treatment and especially by addressing her fears and the ramifications
of a suicide decision, I was elated when
Eleanor changed not only her mind but her
attitude,"writes Valko. "Once she decided
against suicide she embraced life fully and
with gusto. She eventually died comfortably
and naturally.
"However, after Eleanor changed her
mind about suicide and mentioned me,
her friends tracked me down and threatened to get me fired because I was unjustly
interfering with her 'right to die.' Instead
of being relieved for Eleanor, these friends
were instead outraged that we took the usual
measures we would take with anyone to
prevent suicide."
Valko also commented on the recent
legalization of DPS in Colorado. "When
we allow medical/legal protections and
standards to be suspended for some suicidal
people considered expendable based on an
estimated prognosis and personal fear of
even potential pain and/or dependence,
we will inevitably see the pool of potential
victims of medical termination expand and
lethal injections accepted,” Valko said. “This
is already happening in Canada, the Netherlands, Belgium and Switzerland.”

DYING OF LONELINESS
Countering Suicidal Behavior in Elderly Persons

Loneliness and despair are some of the leading causes of suicide in elderly persons

J

ulie Grimstad, executive director of
Life is Worth Living, Inc., founding
member and former chair of the Prolife Healthcare Alliance (PHA), speaks from
her 30-year experience as an LPN (Licensed
Practical Nurse) caring for geriatric patients
in the extended care unit of a Catholic
hospital and as a pro-life patient advocate.
Grimstad says problems that lead to suicidal
behavior in elderly persons, such as loneliness and depression, can be successfully
treated.
“People who are contemplating suicide need a lifeline, a person they can call
who will be with them, to hold them and
let them know you will fight for them,”
Grimstad says. “For a patient who is lonely,
frightened or confused, another person’s
caring presence is like a lifeline tossed to
a drowning person.” Patient advocates are
relatives, friends, volunteers, or health care
providers who strive to safeguard the welfare
of vulnerable patients.
In 2014, Grimstad founded and currently coordinates St. John’s Befrienders, a
group of volunteers who befriend nursing
home residents and homebound elderly
primarily to alleviate their loneliness. “St.
John's Befrienders' volunteers recognize
that loneliness among the elderly is one of
the most serious evils that afflict the world
today,” Grimstad says. “Befrienders combat
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this evil, one person at a time.”
She continues, “It makes all the difference in the world when someone has a
friend to share their problems and concerns
with. For patients who never have visitors,
once they have a friend, it's a new lease on
life. They think 'my friend's coming today,'
and are no longer lonely. The best solution
for any problem is human contact. The
patient advocate helps people have a reason
to live and to not give in to despair.
“Healthcare has been gradually corrupted by the philosophy that measures people,
not by intrinsic dignity, but by a subjective
quality of life standard,” Grimstad explains.
“Pro-life patient advocates help sick and
suffering persons solve their problems,
instead of treating the suffering person as
the problem. When people are in a fragile
condition, they need others to be with
them. The right question to ask is: What can
I do to help you?”
Grimstad says depression is a treatable
condition and recommends the work of psychiatrist Dr. Karl Benzio, executive director
of the Lighthouse Network, an organization
dedicated to helping people recover from
drug and alcohol addiction, and mental
health issues such as stress and depression.
Benzio says the key to treating depression
is to treat the whole person. By addressing
all the patient's concerns: spiritual, psychological and emotional, treatment restores a
patient's sense that their life is still valuable
and meaningful. In a PHA video, “Informed
Life is Worth Living,” Benzio says it is vital
to connect with persons to let them know
they matter.
Treatment for depression has many aspects and can include talk therapy. “You sit
down with the person and discuss the psy-

chological, emotional, and spiritual aspects
of what they are thinking and how they are
processing life in their particular situation,”
Benzio says. Treatment can also involve
prescription of anti-anxiety or antidepressant medications. “We also look how the
illness may affect sleep, nutrition, and the
patient's overall strength and energy level,”
he continues.
Requests for doctor-prescribed suicide
disproportionately come from women.
These women report that they wish to spare
their families the burden of caring for them
when there is no hope of recovery and see
this as a sacrifice in their family's best interest.
Grimstad responds, “Women give of
themselves all the time, but we need to give
the gift of accepting other's help. Our children need to learn how to be generous. If
we are constantly sheltering them from pain
and suffering, they won't learn.
“Women want their children to be best
people they can be. By learning to care
about us, they learn how to care about other
people,” she says. “We are teachers and must
allow our children to take care of us. In
this way, illness can actually be a gift to our
children.
“One of the saddest things I've learned
through experience is that people regret not
being asked to help a loved one during a
terminal illness. That's one of the biggest
regrets I hear from people after someone
passes. They wanted to be asked to help, but
no one asked.”
Contact the Pro-life Healthcare Alliance at: (651) 484-1040 or email: reverence4life@prolifehealthcare.org

“For a patient who is lonely, frightened or
confused, another person’s caring presence is
like a lifeline tossed to a drowning person.”

Grupo Pro-Vida East Boston from Most Holy Redeemer Parish (Iglesia Santisimu
Sacramento) led the festivities with singing and dancing

March Spirits Run High

March Emcee Kelley McCormick and
MCFL Board Chairman Dr. David Franks

Cardinal Sean O’Malley stays dry while accompanying the marching families
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Tim O’Brien presented the pro-life youth
perspective

Fr. Michael Sheehan rehearsing Marching
Orders with the crowd

A

heavy rain and chilly temperatures didn’t dampen spirits at MCFL’s Massachusetts
March for Life on October 9. Even as the March finished at Boston Common’s Parkman Bandstand, the crowd stayed together, cheering and chanting.
MCFL President Anne Fox said, “The spirit was amazing! Abortions in the state are
down by 55%, which is double the national average. It is due to our educating people and
to our witness, which was so present today. There were definitely more marchers than last
year, which would make it close to 400 people. My count always includes baby carriages.
I am thrilled to say there were dozens and dozens, filled with adorable little people.”
Photos by Edward Boylan, George Martel, and Barbara-Anne Foley

March Baby Oliver with parents Steve and Bridgette Southard, and President Anne Fox
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AUTUMN 2016

Springfield’s
Big E
Pioneer Valley continues
over 40 years of pro-life
witness and education
By Peggy Bradford

S

ince the 1970’s, MCFL has operated
an educational booth at the Eastern
States Exposition (Big E) in Springfield. Over the years more than 40 million
people have passed by the booth. In the
midst of vendors hawking new gadgets,
comforts for the home and the latest fads,
there exists our booth. The fetal models,
brightly shining lights and television, expose passersby to fetal development.
In the early years we had hecklers
screaming all kinds of things at us. But
as the years have progressed, fewer and
fewer people confront us. One woman
approached me as I worked the booth this
year and asked if she could ask me a question. “Are you people going to take care of
all the unwanted, drug-addicted, handicapped babies who are forced to be born?”
I assured her that I know many pro-lifers
who have adopted, raised and supported
these children and many more who are
willing to do so. She was satisfied with my
reassurance and left. Many times over the
years we have been approached by young
women who tell us that the year before
they saw the fetal models, spoke with
someone, picked up literature, etc. Then
they tell us because we were there they
chose life for their unborn babies. One year
a grandfather with tears in his eyes told us
he brought literature home the year before
and because of it his daughter changed
her mind and had his grandchild. Life is
chosen because we were there!
This year was different. We didn’t have
any “saved baby” stories. What we did have
was an incredible amount of people stopping by the booth assuring us that they also
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Joe DeRoy with visitors to the MCFL Pioneer Valley booth at the Big E in Springfield
are pro-life. The amount of young people
telling us this was refreshing. The amount
of literature distributed was stunning!
Models of 12-week-old unborn babies were
put into the hands of thousands of people.
What excites our volunteers most is when
moms come by and show their little ones
how tiny they were at one time. Pregnant
women love to look at the posters and
models and comparing them to where their
baby is now.
My last shift of the fair I was working alongside my friend, Rob Hale. We
thought it would be an uneventful quiet
evening. However, two things happened
that would impact both of us. The first is
a young woman, “Mary,” who approached
the fetal models with another young
woman. I watched them out of the corner
of my eye as they chatted and walked away.
They suddenly returned and continued
pointing at the models. I walked over and
said “It’s amazing that we were that small
once” which is my usual icebreaker. “Mary”
looked up at me and said “I’m pregnant.”
I talked with her for a bit and found out
that her boyfriend is excited about being a
daddy but she is afraid she won’t be a good
mother. Her mom had made bad choices in

life and “Mary” felt she would be as poor a
mother as her mom. After some assurance
that she already was making good choices
for her baby we gave her some resource
material and she went about her evening. I
also reminded her that despite everything
her mom loved her because she chose life.

Chris Ward and Grace Moriarty Gomes
straighten out the booth in between crowds
that wander through the Better Living
Center.

AUTUMN 2016
Cape
Prayer
Breakfast
The Cape Cod
Chapter hosted a
prayer breakfast
on Sept. 17 at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in
Harwich. Speakers addressed a variety of topics
relating to the area’s pro-life work while allowing time for socializing. Afterwards an inspired
discussion of ideas ensued helped along by the
experience of many of the participants.

Chris Ward discusses life issues with a young family.
Now, we thought that was the highlight of our evening until a young man
approached and asked if he could sign the
“I am pro-life” petition. After he signed
he said, “There is a reason I am pro-life.”
He proceeded to tell us that his son was
born early at 28-weeks. I have never met
anyone who was so excited about being
a Dad. He told us that his little one had
underdeveloped lungs and had a vent
and had to be aspirated often. “David”
and his wife were committed to giving
their son “Joseph” as normal a life as they
could. They took him to aquariums and
museums and everywhere they could.
“David” would disconnect the vent and
put “Joseph” on a slide and run and catch
him at the bottom and reconnect the vent.
He relished his memory of how much it
would make “Joseph” smile. This man had
so much excitement about being a dad!
Sadly, he told us with tears in his eyes that
“Joseph” passed away at only three years of
age. One cannot help to think how much
love this little boy encountered in his short
life. How sad that many babies are not
shown the love of this family and are not
given any chance at experiencing life.
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Deacon John and Barbara-Anne Foley listen to
a presentation made by Emily Wall and Kenny
Shaffer.
Steve Minninger photo

40 Days for Life Witness
in Cranston, R.I.

A couple sign the “I am pro life”
petition while chatting with Grace
Moriarty Gomes

The United 40 Days for Life bus stopped for a
vigil in Cranston on Oct.3. Participants pray
near abortion facilites to witness for a peaceful
end to abortion.
Ellen D’Ovido photo

If you send your child to public school
Are you still the parent?

P

arents place a great deal of trust in
the public schools by placing their
greatest treasure, their children, in
the care of teachers, guidance counselors
and school nurses. Parents trust that their
role as primary teachers of right and wrong
and counselors of their children will be
honored and affirmed; they expect that
their values, and their right to teach them
to their children will not be contradicted or
their role subverted by others. However, in
recent years, with respect to sex education,
that trust has been eroded. Now that trust
is on the verge of being completely betrayed
in Massachusetts due to developments
concerning the Massachusetts Health Curriculum Frameworks.
The Health Curriculum Frameworks
are currently the recommendations of the
state as to what should be taught in public
schools; local districts have some discretion
as to how they are implemented. No one is
opposed to Health education per se (nutrition, exercise, safety), but concealed within
the Frameworks is a radical form of sex
education. Recent legislative attempts have
been made to make the sexuality objectives
of the Frameworks the standard for all sex
education in Massachusetts public schools.
In accord with the Frameworks, teachers would be required to explain to young
people the laws regarding “reproductive
services,” including abortion. Under Mass.
law, parents must be involved in a minor girl’s decision to obtain an abortion;
however a minor girl can obtain an abortion without notifying a parent by obtaining permission from a judge. In explaining
state law, students in public schools would
literally be taught how to obtain a secret
abortion. This subverts the original intent of
the law - parental involvement - and makes
the judicial bypass the norm. Do the parents
of the Commonwealth send their children
to public school in order to learn how to
obtain a clandestine abortion?
Furthermore, the predominant focus of
the Frameworks regarding sexual activity,
pregnancy and STI (sexually transmitted infection/disease) prevention is on “methods”
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Marian Keene (right) visits Linda Thayer at MCFL’s education table at the annual banquet
and “behaviors,” with only token inclusion
of abstinence. Students as young as eleven,
and continuing through high school would
be taught “whom to consult,” “methods for
pregnancy prevention,” and “policies of various states...regarding STI prevention among
youth.” In other words, students as young
as 11 would be taught how/where to get
birth control without the knowledge and
consent of parents! Tacit approval is given to
premarital sexual relationships for students
as young as 14. The topic of homosexuality
is introduced to children as young as 5.
These objectives further extend a failed
public policy with respect to both teen pregnancy and STI’s by creating a false sense of
safety among the young, and inadvertently
encouraging them to take more risks.
According to recent data available from
the Guttmacher Institute, Massachusetts
has one of the lowest teen birth rates in the
U.S. (48th). However, Massachusetts also
has one of the highest teen abortion rates in
the nation, ranking in the top third of the
nation.
After more than two decades of promoting “safer sex” strategies to prevent STI’s,

the CDC recently found that: 1) 26% of
teenage girls in the U.S. have at least one
STI; 2) this includes 48% of African American teenage girls; and, the most common
STI’s were HPV (Human Papilloma Virus)
and Chlamydia.
Because portions of the Health Curriculum Frameworks include such a radical
form of sex education and a critical disregard for the rights of parents, I urge parents
to contact their schools and inquire as to
the specifics of what their children will be
taught with respect to abortion, marriage,
abstinence, “safe sex” and so forth. Parents
in Massachusetts currently have the right to
opt their children out of any program which
is contrary to their moral beliefs with respect
to sexuality issues. Parents and concerned
citizens should also contact their legislators
and express their opposition to forcing local
schools to conform to the sexuality objectives of the Health Curriculum Frameworks.
Linda Thayer is a former science teacher in
the Boston Public Schools and serves as Vice
President of Mass. Citizens for Life.

Memorials

Rose Drives
Fitchburg/Leominster Chapter
St. Cecelia Parish, Leominster
$600.00
Greater Fall River Chapter
St Julie Billiart, Dartmouth (incorrectly recorded in the MCFL Fall Magazine as $61)
$604.00
St. Stanislaus, Fall River
$504.90
Margaret O’Hara
(West Roxbury/Roslindale) Chapter
St. Theresa of Avila/St. John Chrysotom,
West Roxbury
$694.10
Waltham/Watertown/Belmont Chapter
St. Agnes, Belmont
$1547.20
Wilmington Chapter
$711.00

Ruth Batson
Samuel and Lois Shull
John Cennamo
Jeannette L. Halloran
Mary Catherine Ginnetty
Cynthia M. Chekoulias
Eileen A. Ginnetty
Mary, Joe, and Michael Humby
Sheila and Alan McCoy
MCFL Board of Directors
Jeanne and Paul Morgan
Michael and Jacqueline Rose
South Shore Chapter of MCFL
Carl R. Vercollone

Virginia King
Margaret O’Hara/West Roxbury
Chapter of MCFL
Mark Lepore
Lyell Dampeer
Doris Valente
MCFL Board of Directors

Congratulations
A donation to the Massachusetts March from Stoughton, MA
Enclosed with the check was a card reading:
Happy 90th Birthday on Oct. 22, 2016 to my husband Joseph Devito

Are you pro-life, but not sure
what you can do to advance
this most important cause?
The answer is simple–Join Massachusetts Citizens for Life today. MCFL
members receive a subscription to the
MCFL News, the right to vote in board
elections, and discounts at MCFL
events.
More importantly, as a member you will
get the chance to stay informed about
and participate in many of our life-saving programs and projects including the
Summer Academy, Assembly for Life,
and our Beacon Hill Lobby Days.

Join or renew your
membership at:
www.masscitizensforlife.org
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A donation made in memory of a loved one or in honor of a loved one's
birthday, wedding, anniversary, or new baby, will help us continue our
life-saving work. Mail to: MCFL, 529 Main St., Suite 1M9, Boston, MA
02129-1122

The Schrafft Center
529 Main Street, Suite 1M9
Boston, MA 02129-1122

Periodical
Postage Paid
Boston, MA
and additional
mailing offices
USPS #25329

Coming Events
MCFL Assembly for Life, Boston
January 22
MCFL Caucus, Washington, D.C.
January 27
MCFL Convention 2017
April 8
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Mission
In recognition of the fact that each human life is a
continuum from conception to natural death, the
mission of Massachusetts Citizens for Life is to restore
respect for human life and to defend the right to
life of all human beings, born and preborn. We will
influence public policy at the local, state, and national
levels through comprehensive educational, legislative,
political, and charitable activities.

