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Passing of John Day Reminder of the Need to 
Continue Pro-Life Fight Into Next Generation

John Day

   “As anyone who has been 
around the pro-life movement 
in Western Massachusetts over 
the last thirty-seven or so years 
knows, our father was a leader 
in the fight to protect the hu-
man rights of unborn children,” 
wrote Russell and Tom Day in 
the program book for the 2011 
Mother's Day Dinner. “He 
was a founding member and 
served as Regional Coordinator 
of Pioneer Valley Region Mas-
sachusetts Citizens for Life, he 

served as the Chairman of this 
Mother’s Day Dinner and as 
statewide President of Massa-
chusetts Citizens for Life.”
  Susan Szetela remembers meet-
ing John and Pat Day in 1974 
at an MCFL organizational 
meeting at St. Francis Chapel in 
Springfield. “There were about 
thirty people there and John, 
Patricia and I became instant 
friends,” she said. “While the 
Springfield Chapter of MCFL 
was forming, John and Pat 
started the Ludlow Chapter 
in their own home. They held 
meetings there and started the 
Pioneer Valley newsletter, the 
Rose.”
   Eventually, all the the area ac-
tivists needed more space. The 
MCFL Ludlow office became 
the nerve center of pro-life ac-
tion in Western Massachusetts. 
“John created the unity Pioneer 
Valley needed,” said Szetela. “He 
was involved in everything we 
did in the area, picketing pro-
abortion events and legislators, 
demonstrating at the abortion 
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mill at Hampden Gynecological 
or protesting politicians at the 
Democratic State Convention. 
   “John was the lynchpin who 
got us going, he would get on 
phone and be an organizer, for 
example, getting people out 
to challenge an appearance by 
Governor Dukakis at Chicopee 
High School. He was a won-
derful leader, he never stopped 
being a leader, he and Patricia 
were always busy in the office.
   “In the old days we had a mim-
eograph machine and would 
do the newsletter by hand, but 
John realized early on the need 
for us to have a computer at the 
office. He had a computer at his 
house and would help with of-
fice work, but he thought ahead 
of the need for a computer as 
our numbers grew.”
   To what did Szetela attribute 
the Day's zeal for pro-life ac-
tivism? “The horror of killing 
the unborn and the sorrow of 
a post-abortive woman,” she 
replied. “The destruction of hu-
man life and a woman's mind 

were a motivating force, the de-
struction of the moral code in 
America.
  “We had former abortion-
ist Dr. Bernard Nathanson as 
a speaker at the Mother's Day 
Dinner. John had tremendous 
respect for him. John was deeply 
influenced by the anti-abortion 

movie, Silent Scream. He started 
a political action committee to 
fight for the civil rights of un-
born children.
  “Pat and John were always 
together, Pat was a very dear 
friend, they were very family 

Members of Minnechaug Regional High School’s Celebrate 
Life Club with Dr. Alveda King at the 2011 Mother’s Day Din-
ner in Ludlow. The group were recipients of one of the Pro-Life 
Youth Awards. Read more on Page 7.

Media Campaign
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The other day, the Boston Globe 
published the results of a survey 
of 3,000 adults by the Public 

Religion Research Institute.  It had the 
usual annoying interpretations, such as 
lumping those who favor abortion only 
to save the life of the mother with those 
who favor abortion for any reason, thus 
claiming that 56% of respondents are 
“pro-choice”.  The main finding was that 
over the years the pro-life side has been 
steadily gaining support while other so-
cial issues, like traditional marriage, have 
been losing support.  As the years have 
gone on, the difference has become more 
dramatic.
   Dr. Jefferson used to point out that, in 
1973 when we started our work, abortion 
was legal throughout all nine months of 
pregnancy for any or no reason, in all 50 
states.  The government was paying for 
many of these abortions and the gen-
eral public was just fine with that.  Look 
how far we have come!  Public opinion is 
with us – sometimes overwhelmingly so, 
abortion is the deciding factor in many 
elections, we have defunded most abor-
tions, and we are more active than ever 
after almost 40 years.  
   In the article, Robert P. Jones, Direc-
tor of the PRRI, explains what he calls 
the “decoupling” of the issues, “Abortion 
is just a different kind of issue, even for 
those who support it.  It’s not the kind 
of issue that one celebrates.”  Of course, 

that statement applies to life at all stages 
of development from conception to nat-
ural death as exemplified by the MCFL 
Mission Statement.
   Last fall, and in special elections since, 
pro-life candidates did spectacularly well 
nationwide and very well in the Massa-
chusetts House.  They may or may not 
agree with each other on other issues.  As 
long as they agree with our “single issue”, 
we are with them.  Over the years, our 
PAC’s have found that, if a candidate 
starts with 100 pro-life supporters and 
tries to bring in other issues, thinking it 

will further  their support, the opposite 
happens.  Each issue that is added sub-
tracts from the support.  That is another 
reason we stick strictly to the pro-life is-
sue.
   The other day on the T, I was talking 
to Jim and Mary, a couple  visiting from 
California.  After I had made suggestions 
about places they might like to see, Jim 
said to me, out of the blue, “That is all 
fine, but what about Romneycare?”
   We have received a number of calls 

from national publications who are do-
ing their background work on Mitt 
Romney in preparation for the Repub-
lican presidential battle.  Of course, the 
questions are mostly about Romneycare.  
When Romneycare was proposed, I 
thought I would pay a little more taxes 
and the state would use that money to 
buy insurance for poor people – a good 
steward approach.  Romney worked with 
the Heritage Foundation and other fine 
people in developing the plan.  Burke 
Balch, from National Right to Life, ex-
plained to us at our Convention at the 
time that it would not work because it is 
funded by general revenue.  He has prov-
en 100% correct.  The added wrinkle in 
Massachusetts is the Supreme Judicial 
Court ruling that the Massachusetts 
Constitution requires abortion funding, 
so, of course, funding is rampant.  That 
is not the fault of Romney or his plan.
   Just as it was Obamacare that elected 
Sen. Brown, it probably will be Romney-
care that decides the Republican nomi-
nation and definitely will be Obamacare 
that decides the 2012 Presidential elec-
tion.  Mass. Citizens has worked tire-
lessly since August of 2009 to publicize 
the abortion funding, rationing, denial 
of care, and slashing of conscience rights 
inherent in Obamacare.  Almost every 
day brings a new revelation.  Now 30% 

of businesses say they will not be able 
to afford insurance for their employees, 
who will then be “dumped” onto the 
public system.
   When I explain to these national me-
dia people that we will support anyone 
against Obama, I am always very care-
ful to point out that MCFL is non-par-
tisan, that, in the election last fall, our 
State PAC endorsed an equal number 
of Democrats and Republicans.  I don’t 
point out that there are three scandals 
going on in DC right now and none of 
them involve pro-life elected officials.  
Neither did the recent kurfluffle  at the 
State House.  Occasionally, even a few 
pro-life people get fooled into thinking 
that opposition to Obamacare is parti-
san.
   When members of the Massachusetts 
House decided to send a letter to the 
governor demanding that something 
be done about the Maria Talks web site, 
which trivializes abortion, tells children 
how to go behind their parent’s backs to 
get abortions, and is very crude in its top-
ics and language, 30 Republicans and 33 
Democrats signed.   There are one more 
Republican and at least three Democrats 
whom we know would have signed it 
there had been more time.  These people 
are the core of those who will support 
our Woman’s Right to Know Bill when 
it gets to the floor of the Massachusetts 
House.  In response to the pressure, the 

“Abortion is just a different kind of issue, even 
for those who support it.  It’s not the kind of is-
sue that one celebrates.”
 - Robert P. Jones, Director, Public Religion Research Institute

Department of Public Health has 
“cleaned up” the web site.  The mes-
sages are the same, just presented less 
crudely.
   At the hearings on the WRTK Bill, 
“Laura’s Law”, Planned Parenthood, 
NOW, and Mass Choice testified.  
Their testimony was misleading, but 
their points will be those made against 
the Bill during floor debate.  These are 
the facts.  

A Woman’s Right to Know 
Myths vs. Facts

PP, NOW, and Ma Choice:  Abor-
tions are already quite inac-
cessible in Massachusetts and 
available mainly in urban areas.                                                                                                                                           
Fact:  Massachusetts has the eighth 
highest abortion rate in the country, 
so women are certainly able to get 
abortions.  The majority of the pop-
ulation is in the urban areas.

PP, NOW, and Ma Choice:  The 24 
hour waiting period would make 
abortions that would have been safe 
unsafe because of those extra hours.                                                                                                                                           
Fact:  Unless the woman’s life is in 
danger, in which case she would 
be in a hospital which already has 
proper protocol, 24 hours will 
not make a bit of difference to her 
health.

PP, NOW, and Ma Choice:  The bill 
would interfere in the relationship be-
tween a woman and her doctor.  
Fact:  More than 99% of women 
having abortions have never met 
the doctor until that doctor walks 
into the room where the woman is 
already prepped and the procedure 
commences.

PP, NOW, and Ma Choice:  Current 
consent forms are already fine.                                                                                                                                 
Fact: Surgery on a pet requires more 
extensive consent forms than abor-
tion.  Consent forms for abortion 
do not correspond to consent forms 
for other surgery.  

PP, NOW, and Ma Choice:  There 
is already an informed consent 
law on the books, so the spon-
sors of this bill are irresponsible.                                                                                                                                   
Fact:  There is an old, inadequate 
law on the books which suffers from 
weak wording and lack of enforce-
ment.   We need a current law which 
deals with the scientific advances 
and which this legislature will be 
sure is enforced.

PP, NOW, and Ma Choice:  Materials 
would be prepared by “radical by anti-
abortion, non-scientists”.  
Fact:  Naturally, Massachusetts 
would follow the same procedure 
as the more than 2/3 of the states 
which already have such laws – the 
Department of Public Health would 
prepare and distribute the materials.

More information on “A Woman’s 
Right to Know” at: massprolife.com

MCFL News editor Helen Cross and President Anne Fox at the 2011 Annual 
Convention.                                                                        Photo by Eric Anthony
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State legislative news, Maria Talks Update, Eva Murphy 
Lobbying

JOHN DAY/From Page 1

Cover drawing of John Day by artist 

John Day, jump frm Page 1, other PV related material, Mothers Day Dinner, Award recipients
Tom Day’s media project,  new CPC

Springfield’s New Women’s Center 
Board of Directors: (L to R) Fred, 
Dennis, Audrey, Rosemary, Darillyn, 
and Glenda. Missing - Colette.

Lobbying for Life

FILE: MCFL filed five bills (all con-
cerning abortion) in January, at the 
beginning of the legislative session 
(2011-2012): A Woman’s Right to 
Know (“Laura’s Law,” H482), Sex 
Selection in Pregnancy (H484), a state 
Act Banning Partial-birth Abortions 
(H1333), a Pain-capable Unborn Child 
Protection Bill (H3295), and a Taxpayer 
Conscience Protection Bill (H1683).

We helped get sponsors and co-sponsors 
for all five bills and were especially 
successful in getting 36 co-sponsors (in-
cluding two senators) for Laura’s Law. 

TESTIFY: The next step has been to 
testify at legislative committee hearings. 
The Pain-capable Unborn Child Protec-
tion bill (H3295) was among those 
heard at the Public Health Commit-
tee hearing on May 10th. However we 
were not “heard” as we were not given a 
chance to speak. We submitted written 

testimony to the Committee instead.   

Two more bills, A Woman’s Right 
to Know (H482) and Sex Selection 
(H484), were on the list before the 
Judiciary Committee on June 8th. 
We were heard at this lengthy ses-
sion, though the committee leadership 
seemed more interested in bills having 
to do with so-called transgender rights. 
There is always a great need for our 
people to give oral or written testimony 
in support of our bills.  Please call me at 
617-242-4199 ext. 227 if you can help.

DEBATE: Sometime after a hearing, 
the Committee meets and decides the 
fates of each bill assigned to their com-
mittee. If they recommend bills out 
of committee, then those bills will be 
scheduled for debate on the floor of the 
House and Senate.  If a bill is not rec-
ommended, it goes no further and dies.  

We are watching for two other legisla-
tive committees to meet: the Revenue 
Committee for our Taxpayer Con-
science Protection Act (H1683) and 
another Judiciary session for our state 
Partial-birth Abortion Ban (H1333).  

PROTEST: A non-legislative matter, 
the MariaTalks.com website, gained 
attention from the media in May. The 
website is maintained by the AIDS 
Action Committee and the Dept. of 
Public Health, with your tax dollars. A 
vigorous protest spearheaded by Rep. 
Marc Lombardo and Rep. James Lyons 
resulted in a letter to the Governor and 
copies to certain DPH officials. The 
letter was signed by 33 Democrats and 
30 Republicans--63 legislators in all. Ef-
forts by MCFL and others continue to 
try to get it taken down, especially since 
our tax dollars are paying to support 
this project, which treats abortion in a 
cavalier manner and encourages minor 
girls to circumvent their parents in the 
decision process.   

ELECT: This legislative session was not 
without its own electoral drama. Two 
special elections had to be held in May: 
one in the Tenth Middlesex district to 
replace Rep. Peter Koutoujian, who was 
appointed sheriff of Middlesex County, 
and the other involving the series of 
recounts from the November 2010 con-
test between incumbent Rep. Gerald Al-
icea and newcomer Peter Durant (Sixth 
Worcester district). MCFL supported 
the latter successfully, and we now look 
forward to working with Rep. Durant 
and Rep. John Lawn, Jr. (Koutoujian’s 
successor) in their new positions. 

minded. They loved their grandchildren 
and were so delighted to have the sound 
of children back into their lives again. 
We all loved one another and were very 
fond of one another as friends in this 
area,” remembered Szetela. “Despite our 
mistakes, we were all learning, and we 
admitted our mistakes.” 
  “Our father always said that he got 
far more out of this movement than he 
ever put into it,” continued the tribute 
to their parent’s by Russell and Tom 
Day. “He meant that at as a testament 
to the many wonderful people he had 
the pleasure of coming to know through 
this movement, many of whom are here 
tonight.  
  “As we gather at this annual dinner to 
renew our commitment to the cause that 
was our father’s life’s mission, we can be 
certain of at least one thing.  John and 
Patricia Day are together tonight, smil-
ing down on us and on our efforts.”

  “Many have wondered where our father got his seemingly endless supply of 
energy.  Certainly he had a strong sense of right and wrong.  He knew that 
killing an innocent child is wrong and he could never stand by silently and 
let it continue.  That is what brought him to this movement.  
  But we think his energy and his passion came from something else.  John 
Day loved life.  He loved his wife Patricia, his compatriot of more than 50 
years.  He loved his two boys and his four grandchildren.  He loved the many 
wonderful friends he made through his involvement in the pro-life move-
ment.  He loved life so much that he simply could not tolerate a practice 
devised for the sole purpose of destroying life.  It kept him up at night and 
drove him to work tirelessly to end abortion.”

- Russell and Tom Day
2011 Mother’s Day 

Dinner Program Book
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Chapter News and Activities
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 Finalists of the 2011 Walk                     Contest

Ian

ab b y  

It’s a boy!

Seamus

2011 Walk Baby 

Charles “Charley” 
Malley

Ann Rhea John Russell Eveline Lilly

        

Tristan LukeStevie

Benedict Declan Sophia Rose

Gabriella Grace Hannah Claire Ian

Stella Rain Margaret Grace

Oliver Gerald

Alexandra & Elizabeth

Lillian Patricia

MCFL Respect Life 
Walk to Aid Mothers 

and Children
Sunday, October 2

1:30 pm
Boston Common
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Prayer, Persistence (and ACLU Assistance) Pay Off For Pro-
Life High-School Students in Wilbraham

Memorials

     Welcome...

Angelina Cavallaro
By Mary Cavallaro

John & Pat Day
By Ray Neary

Sara Murley
By Mary Cavallaro

Maximilian Joseph 
Franks

    From the MCFL  
   Board of Directors

The 2010 Lenten season was the 
genesis of Sarah Garwood's idea 
for a pro-life club at Minnechaug 

Regional High School in Wilbraham.  
Four students, including fellow junior 
Katie Ross, met at Sarah's house on Ash 
Wednesday, for a meeting that would 
prove eventful. During the meal, talk 
about possible activities arose, including 
a peaceful protest at Planned Parenthood 
in Springfield. The students would carry 
signs and pray the rosary. They also de-
cided to begin volunteer work at Beth-
lehem House, a crisis pregnancy center.
   “We continued to have meetings and 
more activities,” Garwood said. “We vis-
ited Rachel's Vineyard to be involved 
with their Adoration for the unborn and 
helped the Saint Cecilia’s Parish holy 
hour for life. Once Lent was over we 
decided to keep meeting and soon we 
developed the idea of growing into the 
school.”
    The approval process at Minnechaug 
proved challenging for both students and 
administration. In June, the students ap-
proached the school with their mission 
proposal and adviser choice. “You just 

need five people to start a club, we had 
fifteen people to start with,” Garwood 
remembered. “After the first meeting 
there was no action from the school, so 
we played it safe but kept the group go-
ing. Meanwhile at Saint Cecilia’s Parish 
we started a spiritual adoption program 
in December. One hundred ten babies 
were spritiually adopted at the begin-
ning of the program. To aid the Beth-
lehem House, a pregnancy care center, 
we run monthly collections at our par-
ish and will be hosting a Baby Shower 
in August.” 
   The students had to endure four more 
meetings while the school wrestled with 
how to handle a “controversial” school 
club. “It was the idea of our adviser, Mel-
anie LaFlamme, to contact the ACLU 
for assistance,” said Garwood. “Once an 
ACLU lawyer assured the school that the 
club was fully compliant with the law, 
we had almost instantaneous approval.”
  Once granted full status as a school 
club, the “Celebrate Life” club elected 
Garwood as President and Katie Ross 
as Vice President and the students were 
able to meet on campus. Said Garwood, 

“Before approval we were denied access 
to space, then little by little we were 
granted space, then allowed to make an-
nouncements, and finally with our full 
rights granted, we could advertise events, 
and be included in the new students list 
and the year book. During National Pro-
Life T-shirt week we ordered shirts and 
witnessed in the halls of the school. It 
actually went better than we expected, 
there was no major resistance and for the 
most part, no harsh words.”
    A club priority was helping to fill ta-
bles for the MCFL Mother's Day Din-
ner and reading and discussing pro-life 
magazine articles from “I Care” and the 
American Life League's Celebrate Life 
magazine. The club also participates in  a 
non-denominational moment of silence 
for the unborn at each meeting.
   The school group sent fourteen stu-
dents and parents to the 2011 March 
for Life in Washington, D.C. Participat-
ing in the March was a group of pro-life 
students from Villanova University, the 
school where Garwood will study Inter-
national Business in the fall. As seniors 
graduate from the university, people 

such as Sarah Garwood will fill the col-
lege ranks with new pro-life students.
  And how will the Celebrate Life Club 
of Minnechaug Regional High School 
fare with the departure of founding 
members Garwood and Ross? “We have 
many dedicated pro-lifers ready to con-
tinue the club,” Garwood answered. 
“Neliana Ferraro and Corinne Murphy 
will lead next year.”

Celebrate Life Club members wear the 
National Shirt for the 2011 National 
Pro-Life T-Shirt Week at Minnechaug 
Regional High School in April.

MCFL Welcomes New Speakers

Edith McDaniel

Born and raised in Boston, Edith holds 
a Bachelor’s degree in Business from 
Northeastern University.  Recently she 
was awarded Catechetical Certification 
from the Archdiocese of Boston and 
is currently enrolled in the Master of 
Arts in Ministry program.

Edith has been a Regional Coordina-
tor for the Silent No More Awareness 
campaign in New England, and is a 
member of the Board of Directors of 
Massachusetts Citizens for Life. She 
uses her own abortion experience and 
research to talk to groups about what 
abortion really is, its adverse effects 
on all involved in abortion, and the 
rhetorical distortions used by abortion 
advocates to persuade the public to 
accept abortion.

Edith and her husband currently re-
side in southeastern Massachusetts.

Matt Hanafin 

Matt is a student at Merrimack College 
and a graduate of Burlington High 
School. He is currently the youngest 
member on the board of directors of 
MCFL and co-chair of the Burlington 
Chapter of MCFL. His presentation 
is called “Why Being Pro-Life Is The 
Only Right Choice” and discusses the 
issues surrounding abortion, what 
people can do about it and how to be-
come involved. He constantly stresses 

the importance of youth in the Pro-
Life movement.

Leslie Crowe
 
Leslie is a native of Haverhill Mass., 
and is a member of St. John the Baptist 
Church where she serves on the Pas-
toral Council and is a member of the 
Adult Choir. She works in the Health 
and Wellness field and is Chairperson 
of the Haverhill Chapter of MCFL, 
which she formed last January (2011).  
The title of her presentation is “The 
Beauty of Life” and is designed for 
young people ages 13 and up.  The 
programs stresses the themes that life 
begins at conception, that new life 
should be protected and defended, and 
that abortion is never the answer - a 
painful experience which can never be 
forgotten. 

Susan Kiernan

Susan Kiernan is a graduate of Smith 
College and a High School Spanish 
Teacher.  She is a catechist at All Saints 

Parish in Haverhill and a happily mar-
ried mother of 6 children aged three to 
fifteen.  

Susan’s pro-life talk addresses those 
who feel that abortion is wrong, but 
are not convinced that they need to 
change the way they vote or to make 
their voices heard in opposition to 
abortion.  She challenges each and 
every citizen to recognize the harm 
abortion does to women, families and 
society and to commit to changing our 
society to one that cherishes life and 
respects the dignity of women.

Rosalie A. Berquist

Mrs. Berquist has thirty-three years 
of teaching experience including six 
years as a public school teacher and 
nine years as a traffic safety instructor. 
She spent 18 years as the prevention 
director of the Brain Injury Associa-
tion of Massachusetts. She created the 
Association’s prevention programs and 
presented it to audiences of all ages. 
She also assisted survivors of trau-
matic brain injury prepare for speak-
ing in the prevention programs. Mrs. 
Berquist is a member of the Respect 
Life Committee of St. Mary’s Church, 
Shrewsbury
Mrs. Berquist’s talk is entitled “The 
Miracle of Life” and is designed for 
Catholic high school students. Topics 
include life before birth, the lies pro-
moted by the abortion industry, how 
abortion is harmful to women and 
men, how the Catholic faith supports 
the culture of life, where to go for help 
in a crisis pregnancy and how to pro-
mote respect for human life. 
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Outstanding Opportunities for Youth at MCFL Summer Academy

Save the Date!
Massachusetts Citizens for Life

Annual  Dinner
Saturday,  October 15, 2011

Come help us celebrate these Pro-Life Heroes!
State Awards

Dr. Joseph Stanton Award -  Linda Thayer
Ignatius O’Connor Award – Ambassador Raymond Flynn 

Regional Awards
Chapter Service Awards

Priscilla Keough - South Shore Chapter
Norm and Claire Lacerte - Greater Lawrence 
Chapter
Michael Schaeffer - Cape Cod  Chapter 
Barbara Wenc - Greater Fall River Chapter

Pro-Life Community Awards
Rev. Kevin Horrigan - Wilmington Chapter
Senator Michael Rush - West Roxbury/ Roslindale 
Chapter 
Susan Szetela - Pioneer Valley 
Dorothea Zanetti - Pioneer Valley

Featuring Chuck Chalberg, 
star of EWTN’s “Apostle of 
Common Sense,” appearing as 
G.K. Chesterton

MCFL continues its blockbuster 
series of pro-life educational 
opportunities for youth with a 

totally new program, the 2011 Summer 
Academy. "The goal of the Academy is to 
form and engage high school students as 
workers in the pro-life movement," said 
MCFL President Anne Fox. "We intend 
these students to become Ambassadors 
of MCFL in their respective schools, 
churches, or homeschooling communi-
ties during the coming school year."
  Inspired by a similar program designed 
by Rhode Island Right to Life, the Sum-
mer Academy was organized by Board 
of Directors members Priscilla Keough, 
Tom Day,  Kate Ulibarri and President 
Anne Fox. In each of the six weekly ses-
sions the students will listen to a 45 min-
ute presentation by an expert in a chosen 
pro-life field and then participate in a 
45 minute interactive workshop. Said 
Youth Outreach Director Priscilla Ke-
ough, "I'm really excited about this great 
opportunity for giving young people the 
solid information to learn and share with 
their peers."
  Week one features MCFL Board Chair-
man, Professor David Franks, PhD. He 
will speak on Anthropology, Ethics 
and Human Rights. Students will ex-
plore the meaning of “personhood” and 
discuss the ethical status of the unborn 
child, the disabled and the elderly.
  Week two's topic, Fetal Develop-
ment and Abortion will be presented 
by MCFL Vice President for Educa-
tional Affairs, Linda Thayer. Thayer will 
demonstrate that science confirms the 
humanity of the unborn child from the 
moment of conception.
  The third week will present Alterna-
tives to Abortion and Consequences of 
Abortion. Abortion survivor Cori Con-
nor-Morse and counselors from Project 
Rachel and crisis pregnancy centers will 
lead the class in a role-playing workshop.
  On week four Stem Cells and the In-

tentional Distortion of Language Used 
When Discussing the Life Issues will 
be taught by Hatvard Medical School's 
Micheline Matthews-Roth, and by stu-
dent leaders MCFL Board member Matt 
Hanafin and William Keough. 
  Week five features Boston College Law 
School Professor Scott Fitzgibbons, JD. 
Professor Fitzgibbons will discuss. Eu-
thanasia and End of Life Issues. 
  The last week will cover two topics, 
Civics and Political Action with pro-
life State legislators and Call to Ambas-
sadorship with Cheryl Duran, Youth 
Minister at St. Brendan Parish in Bell-
ingham.
  Students from the Celebrate Life Club 
at Minnechaug Regional High School in 

Wilbraham and the Choose Life Club at 
Burlington High School will share their 
experiences of starting pro-life clubs in 
public high schools.
   The Academy is free and open to all 
high school students, Grades 9-12. 
Classes will be held in two locations, in 
Worcester, July 6-August 10, 6-8 pm, 
and in Boston, July 13-August 17, 6-8 
pm. (5:30 - 8:30 pm for the first and last 
sessions).
  At the completion of the course, stu-
dents will enjoy a pizza party and will be 
awarded certificates at a commissioning 
ceremony as MCFL Ambassadors. 
   To enroll in the Summer Acad-
emy or for more information go to: 

massprolife.com
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Rose Drives 2011

Beverly Chapter
St. John the Evangelist Parish, Beverly  $258.00
St. Mary, Star of the Sea Parish, Beverly    $443.00
       $701.00

Peggy McCormick (Braintree/Weymouth) Chapter
St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Braintree   $543.00
St. Bernadette Parish, Randolph   $701.00
Sacred Heart Parish, Weymouth   $499.38
St. Jerome Parish, Weymouth    $526.00
               $2,269.38

Cambridge/Somerville Chapter
Patronage of St. Joseph Parish    $400.00
St. Ann Parish      $250.00
St. Catherine of Genoa Parish    $250.00
       $900.00

Fr. Donald Sullivan (Danvers) Chapter
St. Mary of the Annunciation Parish, Danvers $571.00
St. Richard of Chichester Parish, Danvers  $459.00
St. Ann Parish, Peabody    $444.00
St. James Parish, Salem    $453.00
Additional Chapter Donation    $100.00
               $2,027.00

Dorchester/South Boston Chapter
St. Mark Parish, Dorchester    $570.00

East Boston/Winthrop Chapter
Sacred Heart Parish, East Boston   $412.00
St. John the Evangelist Parish, Winthrop  $736.75
               $1,148.75

Fitchburg-Leominster Chapter           $5,275.00
St. Vincent de Paul Parish, Baldwinville  
Holy Family of Nazareth Parish, Leominster
Our Lady of the Lake, Leominster
St. Anna Parish, Leominster
St. Leo Parish, Leominster
St. Cecilia Parish, Leominster
St. Bernard @ St. Camillus de Lellis Parish, Fitchburg
St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Fitchburg
Holy Cross, E. Templeton/St. Martin, Otter River  
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Winchendon  
Matching Gift (Catholic Financial Life)   

Greater Attleboro Region
Holy Ghost Parish, Attleboro    $187.00
St. Joseph Parish, Attleboro    $174.00
St. Mark Parish, Attleboro Falls   $292.00
St. Mary Parish, Mansfield    $943.00
Sacred Heart Parish, North Attleboro   $209.13
St. Mary Parish, North Attleboro   $481.08
St. Martha Parish, Plainville    $246.00
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish, Seekonk                  $1,003.00
St. Mary Parish, Wrentham    $404.00
                $3,939.21

Greater Fall River Chapter
St. Bernard Parish, Assonet    $284.00
St. John Neumann Parish, East Freetown  $100.00
Espirito Santo Parish, Fall River   $619.31
Good Shepherd Parish, Fall River   $200.00
Holy Name Parish, Fall River    $641.00
Holy Trinity Parish, Fall River    $568.85
Immaculate Conception Parish, Fall River  $341.00
Notre Dame de Lourdes Parish, Fall River  $475.00
St. Anne Parish, Fall River    $351.00
St. Anthony of Padua, Fall River   $334.00

St. Joseph Parish, Fall River    $300.00
Sts. Peter and Paul Parish, Fall River   $245.00
Santo Christo Parish, Fall River   $654.00
Holy Name of the Sacred Heart, New Bedford $464.00
Immaculate Conception Parish, New Bedford $994.00
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, New Bedford  $200.00
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish, New Bedford $874.00
St. Francis of Assisi Parish, New Bedford  $152.00
St. John the Baptist Parish, New Bedford  $412.00
St. John of God Parish, Somerset   $481.00
St. Dominic Parish, Swansea    $438.00
St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Swansea   $243.00
St. Louis de France Parish, Swansea   $263.00
Our Lady of Grace Parish, Westport   $275.00
St. George Parish, Westport      $64.00
                                                                                         $9,973.16

Greater Framingham Chapter
St. Stephen Parish, Framingham   $356.00
Additional Donation     $144.00
                  $500.00
Greater Lawrence Chapter
St. Augustine Parish, Andover           $1,251.00

Newton/Brookline Chapter
St. Ignatius Loyola Parish, Chestnut Hill  $905.00

North Adams Chapter
Pope John Paul the Great Parish, Adams  $539.00
St. Mary of the Assumption Parish, Cheshire  $329.00
St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish, North Adams $651.00
Sts. Patrick & Raphael Parish, Williamstown  $324.75
               $1,843.75

North Suburban Chapter
Our Lady of Grace Parish, Chelsea   $150.00
St. Anthony Parish, Everett    $324.00
Immaculate Conception Parish, Malden           $1,065.00
Sacred Hearts Parish, Malden    $700.00
St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Medford   $300.00
St. Joseph Parish, Medford    $488.00
St. Raphael Parish, Medford    $689.00
St. Mary of the Annunciation Parish, Melrose $910.00
Immaculate Conception Parish, Revere  $910.00
St. Anthony Parish, Revere    $325.00
St. Patrick Parish, Stoneham             $1,511.00
Most Blessed Sacrament Parish, Wakefield  $372.00
               $7,743.14

Pioneer Valley Region
Holy Name Parish, Chicopee    $207.00
St. Anne Parish, Chicopee    $360.00
St. Rose Parish, Chicopee    $805.00
St. Stanislaus Bishop & Martyr Basilica, Chicopee $430.00
Our Lady of the Valley Parish, Easthampton  $775.35
St. Michael Parish, East Longmeadow   $473.30
St. Aloysius Parish, Gilbertville     $96.00
Holyoke Chapter                                      $2,141.00
Blessed Sacrament Parish, Holyoke 
 Holy Cross Parish, Holyoke
 Immaculate Conception Parish, Holyoke
 Mater Dolorosa Parish, Holyoke
 Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Holyoke
 St. Jerome Parish, Holyoke
Our Lady of Fatima Parish, Ludlow   $632.00
St. Elizabeth Parish, Ludlow    $526.00
Holy Family Parish, Russell    $200.00
Our Lady of the Lake Parish, Southwick  $272.00
Holy Name Parish, Springfield   $306.00
Mary, Mother of Hope Parish, Springfield  $230.00
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I’m here with you,
Always, and you know I’m here,
You feel my kick, you feel me move,
And I don’t need to fear.

That’s what I thought,
That’s what I used to believe,
Till you told the doctor,
You wanted me to leave.

He asked you why,
With a sad tone in his voice,
And you said sharply,
“Because it’s my choice.”

“I don’t have time for a baby,
I’d rather do other things,
Like spend time with my husband.”
And you looked down at your rings.

Mommy, why don’t you have time for 
me?
I want to be with you, I want to keep 
you near
You don’t seem to know, or care,
That I’m your baby, and I’m right here.

Why don’t you want to kiss me,

To love me, and give me a name,
To sing me a song, and tickle my back,
And teach me a little game?
Why don’t you have time to cuddle me,
To tell me you love me so,
Why don’t you want to teach me,
And guard me as I grow?

Mommy, why don’t you have time for 
me?
I love you, but you push me aside,
You killed me, and ignored meWhen I 
cried.

Mommy, mommy, what do you love 
more than me?
Golfing, working out in the gym,
Going on a cruise, or just
Going for a swim.

What is more important than the baby 
that loves you,
Who you just pushed away,
You killed me,
And all I can say—

 “Mommy, why don’t you have time for 
me?”

Mommy, Why Don’t You Have Time For Me?
A Poem by Catherine Mary Olohan, Age 13

Girl’s Poem Explores the Mother/Child Bond Lost 
Through Abortion

Catherine Olohan wrote “Mom-
my, Why Don’t You Have Time 
For Me” when she was 13 years 

of age. She was inspired by her mother, 
Jane, who had delivered Catherine's fifth 
brother the year before and was preg-
nant with Jane's tenth child and Cath-
erine's fourth sister.  Seeing her little 
baby brother playing on the floor, and 
the bump on Jane’s stomach, Catherine 
thought about pregnant mothers who 
didn’t want to be and sought abortion.    
   The March for Life in Washington, 
D.C., also inspired Catherine, as the im-

ages of the aborted babies caused her to 
consider the babies' perspective.  When 
Catherine thought of the babies snug-
gling into their mothers’ wombs, and 
then their tiny faces and feelings when 
the abortion began, and considered her 
baby sister so peacefully resting in her 
mother's womb, the lines to the poem 
just started coming  to her.
   Catherine is the granddaughter of 
Kathy Olohan and Barbara O'Brien, 
co-founders of Spring House in Berlin, 
Massachusetts, a shelter for homeless 
pregnant women. 

More Rose Drives

Catherine Olohan (far right) standing next to grandmother Kathy and the rest 
of the Olohan family at the November 2010 baptism of Brigid Mary Olohan.

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Parish, Springfield $260.00
St. Catherine of Siena Parish, Springfield  $373.00
St. Michael’s Cathedral, Springfield   $147.00
Divine Mercy Parish, Three Rivers   $351.10
Blessed Sacrament Parish, Westfield   $466.00
St. Mary Parish, Westfield    $573.00
St. Peter & St. Casimir Parish, Westfield  $383.00
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish, West Springfield $544.56
St. Cecilia Parish, Wilbraham    $935.00
              $12,099.31

 
South Shore Chapter
St. Mary of the Sacred Heart Parish, Hanover  $600.00
Our Lady of the Assumption, Green Harbor  $403.67
St. Christine Parish, Marshfield   $321.00
St. Jerome Parish, Weymouth (Plant sale)  $500.00
                $1,824.67

Margaret O’Hara (West Roxbury) Chapter
St. John Chrysostom Parish    $766.00
St. Theresa of Avila Parish             $1,318.00
               $2,084.00

Life Action League (Greater Worcester Area)       $2,200.00
St. Mary Parish, Grafton
St. Mary Parish, Milford
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Milford
St. Augustine Parish, Millville
St. Columba Parish, Paxton
Prince of Peace Parish, Princeton
St. Patrick Parish, Rutland
Sacred Heart Parish, Webster
Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish, West Boylston
Blessed Sacrament Parish, Worcester
Cathedral of St. Paul, Worcester
Holy Family Parish, Worcester
Our Lady of Czestochowa Parish, Worcester
St. John Parish, Worcester
St. Stephen Parish, Worcester

Parishes/Organizations Unassociated with Chapters/Regions
St. Bridget Parish, Abington    $400.00
St. Brendan Parish, Bellingham   $350.00
Immaculate Conception Parish, Marlborough $668.00
St. Elizabeth Parish, Milton    $648.00
St. Joseph Parish, Needham             $1,500.00
St. Mary Parish, Winchester    $500.00
Woburn Knights of Columbus Council #77  $325.00
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Pro-Life Profiles: Susan Szetela

Stem Cell Update
Adult Stem Cells Advance, Setbacks for iPS Cells

MCFL: Why are you pro-life?
SS: I am pro-life mainly because of the 
life that I was blessed with.  I was born 
into a strong pro-life family—we never 
talked about abortion because it wasn’t 
a common problem back then, you just 
understood that life was precious—as 
the youngest of eight.  My Mom and 
Dad brought us up in a fine home and 
we all got a good, Roman Catholic edu-
cation.
   I began to be serious about life issues 
when I visited Dachau in Germany.  I 
was a teacher with the Armed Forces.   
I’d never really thought of a concentra-
tion camp before but afterwards I never 
forgot the horror of what had gone on 
there.
   In the late 1960s and early 1970s the 
abortion issue was starting to get mov-
ing. I kept hearing and reading about it 
all the time.  One day I saw a notice in 
our church bulletin about Therese Fitz-
patrick, giving a presentation.  She was 
a nurse and the presentation was going 
to be on abortion.  I said “I think I’ll go 
and learn more about this.”  

   She showed slides of 
fetal development and 
slides of an abortion. I 
was shocked—I came 
home to my husband 
and said “you won’t be-
lieve what I just saw!” I 
had no idea what had 
been going on.
MCFL: You were in-
volved in the pro-life 
movement very early.  
What was it like being 
there at the beginning?  
How long did you think 
the fight would go on?
SS: It was hard to get 

the movement going in the beginning.  
About a year after the Supreme Court 
decision we had a meeting with MCFL 
and they wanted to start a Chapter here 
in the western part of the state—they’d 
already begun in Boston.
  We walked out that night really not 
knowing much of anything about how 
to organize.  It was really a lot of trial and 
error.  We were the Springfield Chapter 
headed up by Dr. Frederick Thorton and 
then John Day started getting chapters 
going out here.
  Most of us were fathers and mothers 
and people who were very busy at the 
time and it was hard to get going. We 
were pretty naive and we thought once 
people knew what was happening to the 
unborn it would end. It took us a while 
to realize it was going to be a long haul.
MCFL: The pro-life movement in the 
western portion of the state has always 
faced different challenges from the east-
ern portion.  Could you talk a bit about 
the challenges faces in the west both now 
and in the past?
SS: I’d say that one of biggest challenges 

once we started to form chapters in our 
was to keep new chapters alive and going 
and keep people aware of what was hap-
pening.  We started regional meetings to 
keep connected with each other because 
it was hard to always coordinate with the 
Boston chapters.  
  One of our big projects right now is to 
get the chapters up and running again.  
Tom Day, our regional coordinator is 
working hard on that.  
MCFL: Do you think that the enthusi-
asm that existed in early days is still there
SS: We have got to encourage the young 
people to take over for us.  There are 
young enthusiastic young people but 
they seem so much busier than we were.  
Especially the young women who now 
have jobs as well as  homes and children 
to look after.  In our day, we were able 
to treat it like a part-time job because 
we didn’t have the same obligations.  We 
need to find ways to incorporate these 
young people into the leadership.
MCFL: What is the greatest challenge 
facing by the pro-life movement today?
SS: Education has been somewhat ne-
glected in our area.  Pro-lifers in our part 
of the state need to go into the schools 
and youth clubs and make the case to 
young people.  There’s a near-complete 
major media black out on pro-life issues 
so we have to go out and make the case 
ourselves.
MCFL: What is the greatest strength of 
the pro-life movement today?
SS: Our extreme belief in the Culture of 
Life.  This is a deep commitment to, not 
only the rights of the unborn, but all hu-
man life.  Pope John Paul II called it the 
Culture of Life and we must be persis-
tent in sticking to it so we can end legal 
abortion in our society.
MCFL: Why do you think it is impor-

tant for people, especially young people, 
to be actively involved with MCFL and 
in the wider pro-life movement?
SS: Well obviously a lot of people say 
they are pro-life and they do really very 
little to pursue that outside of their home 
and circle of friends.  We’re not going to 
get very far if that’s where it ends.  It’s all 
well and good to stick a bumper sticker 
on a car but when you know there’s legis-
lation coming up and there’s no effort to 
further the pro-life effort in your com-
munity and you do nothing—it isn’t re-
ally a great deal of help.
MCFL: Do you believe that the average 
“man-on-the-street” understands the im-
portance of the Life issue?
SS: I’ve never believed that the average 
person has any concept of what happens 
in an abortion or of how completely lib-
eral the country and the world has be-
come when it comes to taking the life 
of a child. I was sure that when people 
heard about partial birth abortions and 
what happens that people would realize 
the horror of it—but they really haven’t.  
  The key is education.  We need to tell 
and show people what happens to a child 
in an abortion.  As I said earlier, when I 
saw those slides of an abortion my mind 
was blown.  I had never realized the hor-
ror and the brutality of what happens 
in an abortion.  We need to make sure 
that people know what an abortion is.  
We’re doing a media campaign here in 
the Western portion of the state called 
“We are pro-life.”
MCFL: Do you have any words of ad-
vice or encouragement for your fellow 
pro-lifers?
SS: We must never become discouraged.      
We must be positive and be prayerful 
people.  Let’s ask our Lord to give us the 
power and compassion to persist.  

Susan Szetela

Breakthroughs Using 
ADULT Stem Cells

1.  Areas of the retina were regrown to 
improve vision.
2.  Skin stem cells were prompted to 
become liver cells, thereby restoring a 
liver in a laboratory animal.
3.  Scientists have discovered that 
adults have stem cells (“undifferenti-
ated lung stem cells”) within their 
lungs which are capable of being used 
to regenerate damaged lungs.
4.  Adult stem cells can stimulate re-
pair of damaged heart tissue, relieve 
angina, reduce scar tissue, improve 
heart function and relieve heart fail-
ure.
5.  Italian doctors are successfully 
treating corneal blindness by grafting 
stem cells to damaged eyes.
6. Chemotherapy followed by adult 
stem cell transplant can stop progres-
sion of aggressive Multiple Sclerosis.
7.  Cells from bone marrow and um-
bilical cord blood successfully treated 
children with a fatal genetic skin dis-
ease called epidermolysis bullosa.
8.  Treatment for traumatic brain in-
jury in children resulted in significant 
improvement.

Reports from LifeNews.com have 
contained a number of impor-
tant findings by researchers in the 

field of adult stem cell therapy. While 
breakthroughs and treatments are revo-
lutionizing medicine worldwide, a set-
back for a particular type of adult stem 
cell may reopen the call for the use of 
embryonic stem cells.
  David Prentice, Ph.D., wrote, “Ital-
ian doctors reported that they could 
successfully treat corneal blindness us-
ing the patient’s own adult stem cells. 
They treated 112 patients who had been 
blinded by chemical burns. Over 77% of 
patients recovered normal vision. One of 
the successful transplants was a man who 
had been blind for 50 years. The doctors 
grafted adult stem cells from a small sec-
tion of his left eye to both eyes. His vi-
sion is now close to normal.”

   Stem cell therapy as a possible cure for 
AIDS? John Brown was treated for leu-
kemia in 2008 with an adult stem cell 
transplant. Reported Prentice, “The doc-
tors, knowing that Brown had AIDS, 
used specific adult stem cells from a 
donor selected because the donor’s cells 
lacked a key protein, CCR5, that the 
AIDS virus must bind to infect a cell. 
Not only did Brown recover from his 
leukemia, but the AIDS virus seemed to 
disappear from his system. This particu-
lar technique wouldn’t be generally ap-
plicable to every AIDS patient, but the 
results provide a proof-of-principle for 
using adult stem cells lacking the virus 
target molecule, CCR5. Other research-
ers are working on altering a patient’s 
own adult stem cells to resist HIV in-
fection, and a few patients have partic-
ipated in an initial clinical trial to test 
engineered adult stem cells as a potential 
treatment for AIDS.”
  Prentice also reported that “three exper-
imental trials using embryonic stem cells 
have been approved in the U.S., even 
many embryonic stem cell scientists 

believe the practical dangers of embry-
onic stem cells (tumors, incorrect tissue 
growth, immune problems) make such 
trials preliminary; simply using patients 
for experiments. Embryonic stem cells 
fail on both ethical and practical aspects, 
and have contributed only hype to the 
debate and false hope to  patients.”
   Rebecca Taylor reported on problems 
with induced pluripotent stem cells 
(iPS), adult cells which can be repro-
grammed to act like embryonic stem 
cells.  “Researchers at UC San Diego 
have found that the reprogramming of 
the cells caused rejection in the immune 
system of the mice they studied even 
though the iPS cells were genetically 
identical.” 
   This has led some to call for renewed 
emphasis on the use of embryos for re-
search. Wrote Taylor, “If genetically 
identical stem cells were rejected just be-
cause of some reprogramming, certainly 
embryonic stem cells from a totally dif-
ferent organism will also be rejected and 
even more so.” 
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Deb's Diner
Salem, Massachusetts
Fall, 2020

   I didn't make the world this way. It 
wasn't me. I didn't vote in 2008. Heck, I 
don't even vote now. It's not that I don't 
care about politics, but it always seemed 
to me that the world was messed up no 
matter who was in office. It's always men 
with good hair arguing against other 
men with good hair. There's no point to 
it, none that I can see.
   I'll pay a little attention though. I al-
ways found it funny how often the man 
with the best hair normally won the 
White House. As far as I remember, it's 
always been true. Maybe that was why 
the 2000 election went so wrong. Both 
guys had relatively good hair.
   I had time to kill and Deb's Diner was 
a good place to do it. They had a saturat-
ed fats permit, which meant a man could 
sit and enjoy real eggs and butter. The 
price was high, but the portions were ri-
diculous. It was a little too crowded for 
my comfort but it beat the bland food 
all the other restaurants served. After a 
three-egg omelet with toast and pan-
cakes, I went for a walk. The wealth of 
the North Shore always amazed me.
   Around 11am I started back towards 
my car. Catherine would be calling pret-
ty soon. She was my only client in the 
area. After her, I would have no more. 
I certainly don't know anyone else up 
here. It's nice. Everyone is friendly. It's 
not like Boston that way. But old wealth 
gets stale. There are many empty man-
sions up here now. No one can afford the 
taxes on a big home. So they rot.
   Catherine sent me a text message. Her 
nurse just left for lunch.
   I parked around the corner, two blocks 
away from Catherine's house, a big blue 
box on Essex. I walked up to the door 
and she was waiting for me.

  "Of course, have it all in my backpack."
  "I've been saving those pills like you 
asked me to. The pharmacist didn't no-
tice a thing, like you said."
   "You checked with your granddaugh-
ter?"
   "Yep, the money arrived today."
   The money was part of the deal. The 
company would save hundreds of thou-
sands if she didn't go through with treat-
ment. So, we give her next of kin a cut 
of the savings. While Catherine's estate 
would be shredded by taxes, a package 
of untraceable cash would give her only 
granddaughter a chance to go to college. 
And that was a big deal, now that stu-
dent loans are a thing of the past. But 
that's a whole different story.
   Catherine could stand and walk 
around, a bit. A wheelchair filled in most 
of the time. Her bed was now in the liv-
ing room, the upstairs and downstairs 
of the house now abandoned. Pictures 
of her family littered every nook that 
wasn't filled by medical equipment.
   I put on a pair of leather gloves and 
made my way to her small attached ga-
rage. A big Buick Enclave filled most of 
the floorspace. The motor was running 
and the garage was filling with exhaust. I 

returned to Catherine, who was now in 
her wheelchair. She downed a fistful of 
pills with a glass of white wine. I wheeled 
her to the garage, picked her up and put 
her into the car. I put all the windows 
down, she didn't say a word.
   I fetched a small canister from my 
backpack. It was nitrous oxide. Cheap, 
legal, pleasant. There were lots of drugs a 
person could use to coast to the void, but 
Nox was the Company norm. I attached 
her face mask and turned on the gas.
   "Okay Catherine, take deep breaths 
and stay calm. What you're doing is 
beautiful."
   She nodded and I saw her start suck-
ing down big gulps of sweet air. I looked 
at my watch, a minute should be more 
than enough. Catherine slipped into un-
consciousness. I removed the mask from 
her face and left the garage. 
   More time to kill. I spent a lot of time 
waiting for people to die. I poured myself 
two glasses of wine. It was a fruity Ger-
man Riesling. Not my preference, but 
it worked well with Catherine's sweets. 
Grabbed some of her cookies. Peanut 
butter, very nice. After cleaning all the 
glassware, and everything else I touched,
I checked in on Catherine. 
   No breath. No pulse.
  My work was done. I left the Buick 
running and left the house.

  "Hello Sam, come in, I have some 
cookies for you." Catherine was always 
so cheerful.
   "I'll pass, thank you, I was just at Deb's 
Diner."
   "Ooh, sounds good. It's been a while 
since I last went there;  it has been too 
busy for me for a long time now."
   She was seventy. Mind was still sharp. 
But she was suffering from renal failure. 
Treatment would be futile, and very ex-
pensive. At her age, there was no possi-
bility of getting a transplant. The prob-
lem was, she could live a few years with 
her condition. Longer even, if she left 
the country for treatment. 
  "Did you bring everything?" she asked. 

   I even had enough time to walk around 
Forest River Park. Salem is such a joy.
  I know what you're thinking and no, 
the police aren't a problem. As long as 
you don't force them to start a homicide 
investigation, you're fine. They'll look 
the other way. It's the way things are 
now. And sure, a few agents have been 
charged and sent to prison. If you're 
dumb enough to leave your wallet or 
cellphone at the scene of a murder, you 
have it coming. The courts go easy on us 
though. You plead out, go to jail for in-
voluntary manslaughter, take a two year 

vacation, then you're back at the office 
selling policies and 'disarming negative 
paradigms' (that's our phrase for what I 
just did to Catherine).
   I'm pretty good at leaving a clean crime 
scene. All you have to do is double check 
everything. Plan ahead, wear gloves. It's 
easy. You might wonder why things need 
to be done this way. Isn't euthanasia le-
gal? Why all the effort?
  Euthanasia is a necessity, yes. But it 
comes with lots of rules. Euthanasia de-
cisions could not be based on financial 
considerations. No money could change 
hands. An insurance company could 
not request or suggest euthanasia to the 
policy holder. Euthanasia could only be 
implemented once two doctors signed a 
terminal illness declaration. Two doctors 
had to consult with the patient before 
administering euthanasia. If the patient 
was no longer of sound mind, only a 
signed and notarized advance health care 
directive could get the job done. There 
are regional committees that oversee all 
euthanasia requests, and they get backed 
up pretty regularly.
  It was the Republicans who forced all 
that. I guess they were still mad about 
Terry Schiavo. Not that I want to get po-
litical here.
   A lot of plug-pulling still goes on, 
but it's a dangerous game. Occasionally 
prosecutors decide their numbers are 
slagging, and go on a euthanasia spree. 
It especially helps District Attorneys 
in Catholic areas keep their conviction 
rates up.
   So most of the time, we have to do 
end-of-life actions in secret. Make them 
look like legit suicides. 
   Hey, it's a job.

Pro-Life Fiction Explores Euthanasia

Letters to the Editor

Planned Giving Program to 
Benefit MCFL

Join Massachusetts Citizens for Life
Your MCFL membership will help us continue

the pro-life movement’s life-saving work!

Annual dues include: Subscription to the MCFL News, 
email alerts of critical legislative activity and voting privileges at 

the Annual Members Meeting
Name  _________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________________

State _______  Zip ____________  Telephone__________________
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MCFL Elects New Board of Directors at Annual Meeting

Federal Legislative Activity Shows Few Bright Spots
1.Blocking funding for Obama health 
care law (04/14/2011, Roll Call No.59) 
   H. Con. Res. 35 was a measure to 
block funding for implementation of 
President Obama's 2010 health care law 
(the "Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act" or PPACA) for the remain-
der of Fiscal Year 2011.  As enacted, 
the PPACA contains multiple provi-
sions that will, if fully implemented, 
result in government-imposed ration-
ing of lifesaving medical care, which 
are documented here.  In addition, the 
PPACA also contains multiple provi-
sions authorizing federal subsidies for 
abortion, and additional provisions on 
which future abortion-expanding regu-
latory mandates may be based.   NRLC 
strongly supported H. Con. Res. 35, but 
it failed in the Senate on this roll call on 
April 14, 2011.  The bill was supported 
by 47 senators, all Republicans, and op-
posed by 53 senators (51 Democrats and 
two independents who caucus with the 
Democrats). (60 votes were required for 
approval.)  Roll call no. 59.
2. Cut off federal funding for Planned 
Parenthood (04/14/2011, Roll Call 
No. 60) 
   H. Con. Res. 36 was a bill, supported 
by National Right to Life, to cut off all 

federal funds to the Planned Parent-
hood Federation of America (PPFA) and 
its affiliates, for the remainder of Fiscal 
Year 2011.   PPFA is the nation’s major 
provider of abortions, which account for 
over one-third of the income of PPFA-
affiliated clinics.  The bill failed, with 42 
senators (all Republicans) voting in sup-
port (pro-life), and 58 (53 Democrats 
and five Republicans) voting against it.  
(60 votes were required for approval.)  
Roll call no. 60, April 14, 2011.
3. Vote on nomination of pro-abortion 
Goodwin Liu for the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. (5/19)
  “Liu is strongly committed to judicial 
activism and to an expansive judge-made 
‘right’ to abortion,” commented NRLC 
Legislative Director Douglas Johnson. 
  NARAL Pro-Choice America conduct-
ed an extended lobbying campaign on 
behalf of Liu, calling him a “champion 
of the constitutional right to privacy.” 
  Liu’s nomination was blocked by the 
Senate and Liu asked President Obama 
to withdraw his nomination on May 25. 

Brown    X O X 66%
Kerry    O O O   0%

X= Pro-Life Vote     O=Anti-Life Vote

               1          2           3          Score

Representatives     1  2  3  4 X O  Score

 1. John Olver                NV NV O O          O 3  0%
 2. Richard Neal   O  O  O  O  O  4  0%
 3. Jim McGovern   O  O  O  O  O 4   0%
 4. Barney Frank   O  O  O  O  O 4  0%
 5. Niki Tsongas  O  O  O  O  O 4  0%
 6. John Tierney   O  O  O  O  O 4   0%
 7. Edward Markey  O  O  O  O  O 4   0%
 8. Michael Capuano   O  O  O  O  O 4  0%
 9. Stephen Lynch   O  O  O  O  O 4   0%
10. William Keating         O  O  O  O  O 4   0%

1. Block funding for Obama health 
care law (04/14/2011, Roll Call No. 
270)
H. Con. Res. 35 passed the House by a 
vote of 240 to 185.
2. Cut off federal funds to Planned 
Parenthood (04/14/2011, Roll Call No. 
271)
H. Con. Res. 36 passed the House by a 
vote of 241 to 185.
3. No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion 
Act (H.R. 3) (05/04/2011, Roll Call 
No. 292)
Sponsored by Reps. Chris Smith (R-NJ) 
and Dan Lipinski (D-Il.), would estab-
lish a permanent prohibition of subsi-
dies for abortion and health insurance 
coverage of abortion in federal programs 

Newly elected members of the MCFL Board of Directors: (Seated) John Curry and Connie Murphy. 
(Standing, L to R) Bea Martins, Madeline McComish, Anne Fox, Ryan Hawkes, Linda Thayer, and 
Andrea St. Germaine. Missing from photo Mark Rollo, M.D.

MCFL Officers for 2011-2012: (Seated) Clerk Michael Wiseman 
and Assistant Treasurer Bridget Fay. (Standing L to R) Chairman 
of the Board David Franks, Ph.D., Treasurer Madeline McComish, 
President Anne Fox and Secretary Elinor Rafferty.

Certificates were awarded for completing speaker training with 
MCFL Vice President for Educational Affairs Linda Thayer. (L to 
R) Edie McDaniel, Linda Thayer and Matt Hanafin. Missing from 
photo: Rosalie Berquist, Leslie Crowe, Susan Kiernan.

Senate Scorecard: A Mixed Bag House Votes: A Bunch of Zeroes
-- both longstanding federal programs 
and the health care law signed by Presi-
dent Obama in 2010.  The bill would 
also close certain loopholes that give tax-
preferred status to abortion, and would 
codify and strenghten existing con-
science protections for pro-life health 
care providers. Passed 251 to 175.
4. Use of federal funds to train 
abortionists, conscience protection 
(05/25/2011, Roll Call No. 338)
The Foxx Amendment would prohibit 
federal funds from being used to per-
form abortions or to train doctors to 
perform abortions and protects the con-
science rights of health care providers. 
Passed 234-182. Was amended and ap-
proved as H.R. 1216.


