MCFL
News

March-April
2011

Periodical
Postage Paid
Boston, MA
USPS #25329

The Schrafft Center
529 Main Street
Boston, MA 02129

Vol. 32, No.2

MCFL 2011 Convention Apr. 9, BC Law
“Fighting for Life-From Beacon Hill to Capitol Hill”

T

he theme of this year’s
Massachusetts Citizens
for Life Convention
is “Fighting for Life – From
Beacon Hill to Capitol Hill.”
The Convention will be held at
Boston College Law School on
Saturday, April 9. The theme
for the Youth Conference is “A
Pro-Life Generation Confronts

a Pro-Death Administration.”
The Convention will feature
some great speakers who will
apply their expertise and analytical skills to the crucial issues
of the day:
• Steven W. Mosher – on
“International Population Control.” President of the Population Research Institute, Mosher

is an internationally recognized
authority on population issues.
Since 1979, he has dedicated his
life to fighting coercive population control programs, from
China to Bolivia. His latest
best-selling book is “A Mother’s
Ordeal: One Woman’s Fight
Against China’s One-Child
Policy.” His articles have appeared in The Wall Street Journal, National Review, Reader’s
Digest, Catholic World Report,
First Things and Human Life
Review, as well as many other
newspapers, journals and periodicals.
• Mark L. Rienzi – on “The
Constitutional Right to Refuse:
Roe, Casey, and the Fourteenth
Amendment Rights of Healthcare Providers.” Rienzi is an
assistant professor at the Columbus School of Law of The
Catholic University of Ameri-

Flynn Tells
MCFL
Assembly
“Defend
Your Values”

See ASSEMBLY/Page 5

MCFL hosts State Housebreakfast to introduce 2011
legislation to both newly elected legislators and long-time
supporters.

6
Repeal Efforts Take
Center Stage

6-7
War Against Girls

MCFL Caucus at the March
for Life in Washington, D.C.

It seemed rather fitting, that
as Dr. R. Gary Heikkila was
leading the opening prayer
to the crowd gathered for the
MCFL Assembly for Life on
Jan. 16 at Faneuil Hall, “We
pray that this great blight on
America, this holocaust, will
soon end and that tiny babies
will live to see the light of day,”
that an infant in the audience
began to wail.

Breakfast of
Champions

The 112th Congress introduces multiple bills to protect life.
MCFL members do their part
by delivering petitions for the
repeal of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.

The Valdivia family of Framingham before the start of the
MCFL Caucus at the Russell Building in Washington, D.C.

Ray Flynn told the Assembly for
Life audience, “Remind the media of the growing numbers of
young people who are joining
the pro-life movement.”

ca, and author. Rienzi served as
counsel of record for a certiorari
petition to the United States
Supreme Court in McCullen
v. Coakley, a case challenging
the 2007 Massachusetts buffer
(speech- suppression) zone law.
He’s a graduate of Princeton
University and Harvard Law
School, where he served as an
editor of the Law Review. In

Duncan Examines Roe Court and the Constitution

I

t’s 10 am and 24 degrees
in Washington, D.C. Despite traveling all night on
cramped buses and facing a
grueling day of marching on
the mean streets in a bitter
wind, a rapt audience at the
MCFL Caucus in the Kennedy Room is listening to Professor Dwight Duncan expound
on the constitutional implications of Roe v. Wade.
“The Court looked at the
various passages in the Constitution where the term ‘person’
was used and concluded that
in none of these was there any

evidence that ‘person’ was intended to include pre-born babies, therefore, fetuses are not
persons in the meaning of the
14th Amendment,” said Duncan. “The Court had engaged in
this sort of analysis once before
in its history, in 1857, in the
Dred Scott decision. A slave,
Dred Scott had sued for his
freedom, he had been brought
to a free state and a free territory, he should have been freed
by virtue of that fact under
standard conflicts of law rules.
The Court essentially asked
See CAUCUS/Page 7

Steven Mosher tells how sexselective abortion and population control is impacting the
number of baby girls born
worldwide.

11
Respect Life Walk
Announces Contest
It’s that time of the year again
for proud parents and grandparents to submit pictures for
our baby contest.

14
March for Life in
Washington, D.C.
MCFL members from across
the state came in droves to
help take the pro-life message
to the streets.

16

2008, Rienzi also represented
the conscience rights of Illinois
pharmacists who objected to requirements that they distribute
emergency contraception.
• William Saunders – on
“Why Doctor Prescribed Death
Should Not Be Legalized.” William Saunders is Senior Vice
See CONVENTION/Page 3
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Focus on Abortion and Euthanasia Issues in Massachusetts
A Message From President Anne Fox

W

hat a time! I am so grateful
to so many people!
While it is only the first step
of the second wave, the pro-life measures
passed by the U S House are amazing.
They reflect true understanding and
commitment on the part of members.
At the state level, we have almost 40
sponsors and co-sponsors of Laura’s Law,
A Woman’s Right to Know, and a good
solid number for each of our other bills.
A few weeks ago, my son told me that
a very prominent local lawyer is involved
in the Illinois pharmacist conscience
rights case, so I emailed him about our
Convention. In talking about the Convention and the Caucus, he was amazed
at the wonderful thinkers and leaders
who come to speak to us and work with
us. Some are featured in other parts of
the News. Over the years, we have become used to their gracious assistance
which represents their marvelous commitment to life.
Even if you aren’t often on the computer, you have probably heard about
our grand new web site, facebook, etc.
MCFL has joined the 21st Century in
a big way. It is so important these days
to give people the information they need
and ways to keep in touch on line. In
between her hundreds of speaking engagements, Linda Thayer has been deftly handling the web page. A few months

ago an angel came in the form of John
Briare – web site expert, enthusiastic,
delightful, and such a committed prolifer! We are so thankful to have him!
Just as I am grateful to all these
people, I am sincerely grateful to
each of you! You have that same commitment. I know that each of you is
reaching out, doing the work, and
praying. That is why things are popping all around us!
There is a little fly in the ointment
which I think needs to be mentioned.
One of our bills is the fetal pain bill,
which would save virtually every baby
after 20 weeks. Do we think we can
pass it this term? No. Do we think it is
a marvelous educational tool which focuses on the unborn baby? Definitely.
The ink was hardly dry when all the prolife groups in the country got an email
from some national group (of which I
had not heard) castigating us for filing
the bill because it “would not save any
babies and is unconstitutional”. This
bill is patterned on the Nebraska bill
which is already saving babies. It has
not been challenged by the other side
which speaks to its constitutionality.
This group was not trying to convince
us of anything, just hoping to use our
bill to promote themselves and stir controversy.
The latest national divisiveness is

(L to R) Shrewsbury’s Saint John’s High School Students Corbin Seward, Colin Campbell and John Shrewn with President Anne Fox after the MCFL Caucus in Washington, D.C.
whether or not Lila Rose and Live Action are lying at Planned Parenthood
and, thereby, being uncharitable and
damning their own souls. This controversy is typical of a pattern that has
developed among some of "our" people.
Someone who has not been performing
the action or, possibly, any action (like
the group above) decides to pontificate
on the rightness of the action and the
discussion becomes whose soul is the
purest. Thank goodness Hadley Arkes

has weighed in here. Hadley posits, “All
lying is immoral, but not all false utterances are lies.” He cites the householders in Amsterdam who hid Jews from
the Nazis.
Unfortunately, this unhealthy approach
has become common in a few small
circles in Massachusetts in the last year
and a half. It is in such contrast to the
great work that is being accomplished by
hard-working pro-lifers across the state
and across the country.

In Wake of Gosnell Scandal, MCFL Calls
for Inspection of Abortion Facilities

Dr. Kermit Gosnell

Rep. Paul Donato chats with President Anne Fox before the start of the MCFL
Legislators Breakfast at the State House on January 11.

Massachusetts Citizens for Life

MCFL News
Anne Fox, President, Publisher Helen Cross, Editor
Elisabeth Cross, Reporter
Jay Guillette, Reporter
Janet Callahan, Reporter
Mission Statement: In recognition of the fact that each human life is a
continuum from conception to natural death, the mission of Massachusetts
Citizens for Life, is to promote respect for human life and to defend the
right to life of all human beings, born and preborn. We will influence public
policy at the local, state, and national levels through comprehensive educational, legislative, political and charitable activities.

The Schrafft Center: 529 Main Street, Boston, MA 02129
(617) 242-4199, fax (617) 242-4965
www.masscitizensforlife.org

Pioneer Valley Office: P.O. Box 96, Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 583-5034
MCFL News - USPS # 25329 is published bimonthly by Massachusetts
Citizens for Life, Inc., 529 Main Street, Boston, MA 02129-1100.
Send address changes to:
Massachusetts Citizens for Life - 529 Main Street - Boston, MA 02129

In Pennsylvania, abortion clinics have
not been inspected for safety and cleanliness for 17 years! This was brought to
the public's attention with the recent
shocking revelations of a grand jury
report detailing the horrific practices
of Dr. Kermit Gosnell, an abortionist
in Philadelphia. “There were bags and
bottles holding aborted fetuses scattered
throughout the building,” said Philadelphia District Attorney Seth Williams.
When was the last time any clinics
in Massachusetts were inspected? Can
citizens in our own Commonwealth be
assured that similar disturbing practices
are not occurring here?
In the 1970's the Massachusetts legislature passed a bill which would have,
among other things, required that an
abortion clinic have a fire extinguisher and an elevator that would hold a
stretcher. That law was enjoined. Apparently there are more regulations applying when a dog is groomed than
when a woman has an abortion.
Abortion clinics are certified by the
State Department of Public Health. If it
cannot even require a fire extinguisher,

it seems obvious that the state has no
oversight.
For the facility that does not even want
to get that certification, it is easy for an
abortionist to have his facility labeled a
doctor's office, where he is subject to no
Massachusetts regulations.
Anne Fox, President of Massachusetts
Citizens for Life said, "Pennsylvania officials decided to stop inspecting clinics
because it was determined that the inspections would, somehow, limit a woman's right to choose. The fact that women would die in filthy, germy, bloody
surroundings apparently didn't matter
to state officials as long as the women
had full access to abortion at any time.
"Let's hope that, despite the lack of
meaningful oversight, we don't have any
Gosnells in Massachusetts who deliver
babies alive, play with them, and then
kill them. We do know we have abortion doctors whose cavalier attitudes
lead to women's deaths, as happened
recently in Hyannis where Laura Hope
Smith died during an abortion and the
doctor was found guilty.
In 2008, Doctor Rapin Osathanondh
was charged with manslaughter for the
death of Laura Smith. Prosecutors alleged that he failed to monitor Laura
while she was under anesthesia, delayed
calling emergency services when her
heart stopped, and later lied to try to
cover up his actions.
As reported by msnbc.com the Massachusetts Board of Registration in Medicine issued a “scathing list of charges
See GOSNELL/Page 10
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Outstanding Slate of Speakers Ready to Inspire at Convention
CONVENTION/From Page 1

Convention keynote speaker Steven
Mosher has seen the brutal consequences of the Chinese one child only
policy.
President of Legal Affairs at Americans
United for Life. As such, he oversees all
of AUL’s legal work. For a decade prior
to joining AUL, Saunders was a Senior
Fellow in Bioethics and Human Rights
Counsel for the Family Research Council. He is a graduate of Harvard Law
School and taught law at the Catholic
University of America. AUL has filed
briefs concerning euthanasia and assisted suicide in state, national and international courts and has proposed
model laws. Saunders has also spoken
extensively on the subject, in the United
States, at the United Nations and internationally, as well as being the author of
numerous papers.
• Hans von Spakovsky – on “The Constitutional Case Against Obamacare.”
von Spakovsky is a Senior Legal Fellow/
Manager, Civil Justice Reform Initiative
at the prestigious Heritage Foundation.
A graduate of Vanderbilt University
School of Law, von Spakovsky’s analysis
and commentary have appeared in The
Wall Street Journal, The Washington
Times, Politico and Human Events, as
well as such outlets as National Review
Online and Townhall.
The Convention will also include an
Academy of Pro-Life Activism, with
workshops on:
• Media Techniques – Don Feder, former Boston Herald syndicated columnist, currently a media consultant.
• New Media – John Briare, MCFL
Webmaster
• State Legislation – Eva Murphy,
MCFL lobbyist
• Massachusetts Health Curriculum
Frameworks, Linda Thayer, - Vice President for Educational Affairs, MCFL
• Chapter Development/Maintenance

The Youth Conference begins with Steven Mosher and continues with talks by
LifeNews.com’s political reporter Andrew Bair and Cheryl Doran, pro-life
youth director at St. Brendan’s Church
in Bellingham. The Dr. Mildred Fay Jefferson Oratory Contest will run during
the Conference.
The past year saw significant gains for
the pro-life movement in Massachusetts
and nationally. At home, 2010 marked
the election of Scott Brown (who consistantly takes pro-life positions) and a
significant number of new pro-life state
legislators. At the national level, we added pro-life Senators and secured a comfortable pro-life majority in the House
of Representatives, perhaps the largest in
history.
As we fight to de-fund Obamacare
and have it declared unconstitutional,
we face the very real threat of a push for
doctor-prescribed suicide in New England and Massachusetts.
But a politically re-invigorated prolife movement also has an opportunity
to make significant advances for the
unborn – including de-funding scandal-ridden Planned Parenthood nationally, and the passage of “Laura’s Law: A
Woman’s Right to Know” in Massachusetts.
In all of these battles – as well as planning for what could well be the most
important election of our lives in 2012
– the place to start is at the MCFL Convention at Boston College Law School
on April 9th.
The main convention runs from 8:30
am to 4:00 pm, with a break for lunch
and short breaks between sessions. The
Youth Conference, which overlaps with
the main convention, will begin at 2:45.
Registration for “Fighting For Life
–From Beacon Hill to Capitol Hill” is
$30, including morning coffee, lunch,
and materials. Registration for the
Youth Conference is $10, and includes
materials.
You can register by clipping the coupon on page 9 and sending it with a
check (marked MCFL Convention fee)
to Massachusetts Citizens for Life – The
Schrafft Center, 529 Main Street, Boston, MA. 01420. For more information,
call 617-242-4199.

Convention Speakers
Steven Mosher, Population Research Institute
The Population Research Institute’s
many projects include debunking the
myth of human overpopulation and
educating people on the devastating
effects of sex-selective abortion on the
world’s females. Mosher conducted
research in China and personally witnessed forced abortions and sterilizations. (See article on page 13)

See the Population Research Institute’s collection of outstanding videos
www.pop.org
Andrew Bair, LifeNews.com
Political reporter, blogger and youth
activist, 23 year old Andrew Bair has
joined Lifenews.com. “Everywhere I
go, with pro-life leaders and activists
I talk to, Andrew is frequently mentioned as someone whose understanding of the pro-life cause and today’s
political environment is light years
ahead of most people his age,” says LifeNews.com editor Steven Ertelt. “His
grasp of pro-life politics is on par with
middle-aged adults who have weathered pro-life storms for decades.”

Read Andrew Bair’s writings for Lifenews.com
www.lifenews.com
William Saunders, Americans United for Life
AUL’s William Saunders has just
returned from a speaking engagement at the United Nations where
he emphasized the importance of
family and the proper understanding of human rights. (See article
on page 11) AUL is one of the legal architects and builders of the
pro-life movement, designing and
implementing the legal and policy
blueprints with which to build and
defend a culture of life.
Visit AUL’s extensive media center for news, alerts, video, audio,
photos and blog posts www.aul.org
Hans von Spakovsky, Heritage Foundation
Hans von Spakovsky examines
how civil justice is administered in
state and federal courts as senior legal fellow in The Heritage Foundation’s Center for Legal and Judicial
Studies. Founded in 1973, The Heritage Foundation is a research and
educational institution—a think
tank—whose mission is to formulate and promote conservative public policies.

Jim Stafford of Ware, MA delivering repeal petitions to an aide at Rep. John
Olver’s office. One of the past year’s successful projects, MCFL members heartily responded to the effort to let legislators know of the overwhelming opposition of Obamacare. Members hit the streets to garner signatures and brought
them to Washington, D.C. at the March for Life.

Go to the Heritage Foundation’s media center
www.heritage.org
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Seven Thoughts on Handling Pro-Abortion Protesters
By Ben Wetmore
2. Don’t be
confrontational
or hostile
It’s tempting to
be angry with
people, perceiving them as
‘the enemy’ or
as those forcing abortion on
women in tough
situations. The
key is not to
become so confrontational and
hostile so as to be
counterproducProtesters at MCFL’s Respect Life Walk in Boston.
tive. Calm, slow
very year at the March for Life, and serious is what they aren’t expecting.
300,000 people show up to They want you to lose your cool, but by
March and a dozen pro-aborts being kind, gentle, and serious you can
show up to steal all the media attention. potentially make real converts.
Many pro-lifers try persuasion tactics on 3. Don’t try to “prove a point”
the dozen people assembled, trying to
Politics is a sport, but pro-life politics
make a conversion of the heart on the is a matter of life and death. With prospot. Even the Respect Life Walk to Aid abortion protesters, then, it’s a rare opMothers and Children brings a few pro- portunity to engage in the sport of detesters and it’s tempting to engage them, bate, to rack up rhetorical ‘points’ and to
to hope that they can see the light of pro- say things that make us feel good about
life truth.
ourselves by ‘winning.’
The effort is well-intentioned, but ofYou don’t want to make them ‘wrong’
ten ineffective due to simple mistakes. on everything they say, you want them
Let’s consider seven ways to effectively to feel wrong about one central fact or
use pro-life apologetics:
point that gives them pause. Focus on
1. Appeal to reason/facts, not emotion. the one central issue, either the humanPartisans on both sides are filled with ity of the child or the societal need to
emotive stories. The pro-aborts talk serve the vulnerable or the need to work
about women dying in back alleys, and together to serve women in crisis situapro-lifers focus on the gut-wrenching tions in pregnancy centers.
stories such as those of Gianna Jennsen, 4. Don’t waste your time
Rebecca Kiessling and others. EmoThere are certain arguments that you
tional stories are not useful when deal- probably think are essential to undering with zealots, because they just retreat standing pro-life issues but are too reinto their own emotional stories.
mote from the protesters. Some people
Instead, focus on facts. An aborted baby think a solid religious grounding is esfeels pain, and scientific advancements sential, others think that gender relain understanding fetal development have tions is critical. Don’t waste your time or
provided amazing and powerful facts to that of other people in discussing what’s
present to these zealots. Give them the not on topic: focus on abortion.
facts they lack, the things they’re never
You have such a short period of time to
told by their pro-abortion groups.
discuss key issues that you want to focus

E

MCFL Welcomes Haverhill
Chapter

W

hen 40 Days for
Life needed the
deep snow removed from the sidwalk at
Haverhill’s abortion facility
so they could continue their
pro-life witness, members
of MCFL’s newest chapter
showed up with shovels. “I
want us to be visible,” said
Chapter Chair Leslie Crowe,
“whenever something goes
on in our town that involves
life, I want our group to be
seen.”
Whether it’s collecting
items for women and babies
at Haverhill’s Pregnancy

Care Center, participating in
fund-raising walks, or helping the Knights of Columbus build a monument to the
unborn, chances are that it’s
a member of Leslie’s chapter
putting their commitment
into action.
“Deacon Tom Anthony and
Susan Kiernan are taking
Linda Thayer’s pro-life speaker training. They’ll be better
able to use their great teachng
skills to educate others,” said
Crowe. “People in our chapter have a lot of diverse talents. Everyone is passionate
about life.”

on abortion alone, the facts about abortion. And if you see that a protester is
fundamentally unreceptive to your arguments, don’t think that continuing will
persuade them. Move on to the next
one. Focus on those whom you feel are
receptive to your arguments, and don’t
waste your time on those who are not
receptive. Manage your persuasion time
carefully.
5. Consider your appearance, signal
authority and status
Words and ideas are not the only things
that are persuasive. The way you look,
your position, gender, status, all matter
greatly. Take note of who you’re trying
to persuade. If you are a 50 year old man
approaching a 20 year old female, are
you signaling to her that she should take
you as an authority on what’s best for her
potential motherhood? Unfortunately
despite his best intentions, it doesn’t.
You want to approach people you can
make an impact on. Think about what
kind of person the protester respects: if
they’re a 20something female, it probably means a fellow 20something female,
or a working professional woman. If
you see a protester with whom you think

7 Tips for Effective Apologetics
• Appeal to reason and facts, not
emotion.
• Don’t be confrontational or hostile. Never touch anyone, even in
a friendly way.
• Don’t try to “prove a point.”
• Don’t waste your time.
• Consider your appearance, signal
authority and status.
• Thank them, be sincere, be
pleasant.
• Your goal is to plant seeds of
doubt.

testers for their courage, for their tenacity and for talking with you. They won’t
be expecting a sincere thanks, it humanizes you and hurts the case of those saying that you were a misogynist later, and
helps tone down the angry words that
too often accompanies a protest.
The reason people aren’t persuadable
is often that they’re so highly charged
on emotions that they forget to think,
they become zealots through peer pressure. Many of these people have doubts,

Be careful when you approach some of these protesters, remember that some of
them are looking for a confrontation that can lead to lawsuits and it could be
considered battery if it becomes unwanted touching.
your exterior characteristics might resonate, focus on them.
6. Thank them, be sincere, pleasant
It takes courage to stand, confront and
debate those who fundamentally disagree
with you on first things. Thank the pro-

From Left: Donna Bibeau, Secretary, Leslie M. Crowe,
Chair, Deacon Tom Anthony, Co-Chair, Eileen Sarcone,
Treasurer.

and reservations in private. If you can
come across as pleasant, sincere and calm
it will have an impact on their group retention. It’s important to be kind even
to your adversaries.
7. Your goal is to plant seeds of doubt
Even though the movies and myths are
filled with instant conversions of heart,
it rarely happens that way. People rarely come to truth in a blinding light, or
by suddenly repudiating their previous
beliefs. It’s unrealistic to have people
change on the spot, on the street. What
does happen, though, is that something
someone said sticks with them, and eats
away at them over time. The lingering doubts snowball over time and certain things that are said, sometimes the
source of which is forgotten, lead people
to gradually change their opinions.
You will make converts by saying the
truth about pro-life over and over, and
understanding that conversions often
take a long time. Plant seeds of doubt
that spring into fruits of truth in their
minds months and sometimes years later.
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Jan. 16 Assembly for Life Shows Strength of Movement

ASSEMBLY/From Page 1

For more
pictures go to
massprolife.com

Photos
by Edward
Boylan

The extended Hanafin clan needed the entire length of the stage at Faneuil Hall to accept the Family of the Year Award
from Ambassador Ray Flynn.

The Montrose School’s Treblemakers under the direction of Karen Demirjian
performed “Stand By Me” and “For the Longest Time.”

W

ith a framed portrait of the
famed pro-life icon looking
on, Dr. Heikkila continued
with a theme he presented at Dr. Mildred F. Jefferson’s memorial service in
November. “It’s almost impossible to
believe that she us not sitting here today,” he said. With her magnetic smile,
sparkling eyes she could light up this
hallowed room just by her presence. I
sense she is here with us in spirit cheering us on.”
MCFL President Anne Fox said that
in looking back at past accomplishments
and in looking ahead to the upcoming
year, “life is the most important issue.”
Fox garnered applause for thanking
Massachusetts pro-lifers for the election
of Scott Brown. “Brown’s victory gave
hope to lots of pro-lifers and because
of his influence there are more pro-life
votes in the US House of Representatives than we have ever had before.”

Heartbeat Director Muriel
Ostrowski accepts the Flatley
Award

Enthusiastic applause erupted again
with announcement of a bill which
MCFL is sponsoring to protect the
conscience rights of taxpayers forced to
pay for abortions. “This was an idea of
Dwight Duncan’s,” said Fox. “Imagine
your tax return with a box, and next
to the box it says, ‘The portion of my
taxes which would have been used for
abortion services are to be redirected to
implementing the Baby Safe Haven program.”
“Pro-Life Heroes,” the topic of former
Vatican Ambassador and Boston mayor
Ray Flynn’s keynote address, are “people
whose determination and sacrifices to
the causes they believe in inspire people
to look beyond personal self-interest,”
said Flynn. People such as Pope John II,
Mother Teresa and the late Dr. Mildred
Jefferson, are heroes whose “impact inspired a movement to defend the weak,
the poor, and the defenseless.”

Flynn exhorted pro-lifers to “get out
in the public arena and promote and
defend your values. Remind the media that more young people are joining
the pro-life ranks, get involved in civic
events, let the press know how you feel,
challenge the status quo.” Flynn praised
the work of Massachusetts Citizens for
life saying, “I thank you for all that you
do. You are very much part of this critical movement in America to protect the
God-given rights of all people including
the unborn.”
The most poignant moment of the afternoon was a standing ovation for abortion survivor Marta Martins-Ribeiro,
who presented the Flatley Award to Muriel Ostrowski, Director of Heartbeat
Pregnancy Resource Center in Burlington. Ostrowski said, “Thanks to God for
all the ways He works through Heartbeat. Thanks to the Hanafin family for
their many years of support, to Kayla
Coluci and the Burlington High School
LifeLine Club and to all who walked at
the Respect Life Walk.”
It was even more fitting that the baby
who cried out during Dr. Heikkila’s
opening prayer belonged to the extended Hanafin clan of Burlington, who
were being honored with the Family
of the Year Award by Ambassador Ray
Flynn.“For more than 30 years, Charlie and Rose have been the inspiration
for pro-lifers in Burlington and the surrounding communities,” he said. The
extended Hanafin clan gathered, several persons deep, in front of the stage
in order to receive their plaques.“What
a wonderful gift Charlie and Rose have
passed on to their 11 children and 60

The MCFL Assembly always concludes the Pledge of Allegience with
these words, “With liberty and justice for all, born and unborn.”

Charlie and Rose Hanafin with Ambassador Ray Flynn
grandchildren,” said Flynn.
Archdiocese of Boston Deacon and
MCFL member Frank McHugh spoke
of the Boston Deacon’s for Life Holy
Hours, that show the special role of deacons in promoting the Gospel of Life at
the parish level.
“We can’t help but be proud of our
young people who are so enthusiastically taking up the cause of life and to
continue the work that is being done
by our older MCFL members so faithfully and so well. Work and prayer move
mountains. Prayer and peaceful action
will ultimately prevail. MCFL members, in this time of great darkness, you
are bringing light to the world and you
are pushing back the darkness. Burn on
bright lights, burn on.”
The MCFL Assembly for Life concluded with a rousing version of “The Battle
Hymn of the Republic.” Remembering
the greatest moral challenge facing previous generations of Americans, pro-lifers
left Faneuil Hall recharged and rededicated to continue the fight in theirs.

Deacon Frank McHugh, spoke of the mission of Deacons for Life to transform
society through prayer and peaceful action.
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MCFL Legislator's Breakfast

Surprise Snowstorm Fails to Keep Pro-Life Reps Away from Educational Session

(L to R) Rep. Nick Collins, Rep. Kevin Kuros, Rep. Geoffrey Diehl, and Rep.
Steven Levy’s Aide Bob Maurice listen to a presentation by Eva Murphy.

D

espite another round of snowflakes enveloping Boston, the
aroma of bacon, eggs and sausage wafted through the State House's
Nurses Hall on Tuesday, January 11 for
the MCFL Legislator's Breakfast. With
the first breakfast canceled because of a
blizzard, MCFL President Anne Fox and
lobbyist Eva Murphy met with a group
of pro-life legislators and aides who were
brave enough to trek into Boston despite the treacherous weather. Joe Brava,
legislative aide to Rep. Kim Ferguson,
explained why he made the effort to attend, “I'm very excited to hear what you
have to say.”
MCFL lobbyist Eva Murphy said, “We
have a lot of new conservative legislators who are sympathetic to our mission of defending life and protecting the
unborn. We have five pieces of pro-life
legislation, we want to meet legislators
and begin to develop a relationship with
them and their staffs.”

John Triolo, MCFL's Assistant Director for Special Projects, was busy providing legislators with notebooks filled with
comprehensive information on each of
the five bills. MCFL Staff provided each
legislator with a substantial notebook
containing quick fact lists, articles supporting the bills and a copy of each of
the bills. “We want our new lobbyist to
get to know the legislators and establish
a rapport, let everybody get to know
each other, maybe get a pro-life caucus
going,” Triolo said.
Triolo listed the bills MCFL is trying
to bring to this year's legislative session,
“The Woman's Right to Know Bill, 'Laura's Law,' would require abortion providers to give women all the information
before they attempt to procure an abortion. A Pain Capable Unborn Child Protection Act would ban abortions after 20
weeks, which scientists have discovered
an unborn child feels pain. The Taxpayer

President Anne Fox and MCFL Lobbyist Eva Murphy
with 35th Middlesex District Rep. Paul Donato
Conscience Protection Act would protect taxpayers from having their money
go to fund abortion in Massachusetts.”
Other bills would ban sex selection and
partial-birth abortions.
Fox called the day a success saying,
“It was a delight to meet so many legislators, especially those who are newlyelected, who are knowledgeable about
the life issues and eager to sponsor prolife bills and to work for life.” Lobbyist
Murphy was equally delighted, “We’ve
already gotten sponsors for three out of
five bills,” she said.
Rep. Paul Donato encouraged prolifers to meet with their Congressmen,
“Come to the State House. It's important to go to each office, sit down with
the Senators and the Representatives
and educate them that it's not the worst
thing in the world to be someone who
believes in life. It's important to have
your conscience and to do what's right.”

MCFL staffer John Triolo and Elaine
Hyland, aide to Rep. Elizabeth Poirier. Rep. Poirier is a sponsor of
“Laura’s Law,” the Woman’s Right to
Know Bill and the Selected Abortion
Prevention Bill.
For an in depth look at bills MCFL
is presenting this year’s legislative
session, go to: massprolife.com

In DC, Push to Repeal Obamacare
Other Bills Would Protect Taxpayers From Paying For Abortion, Defund Planned Parenthood

Kathy Magno delivers repeal Obamacare petitions to Rep. Edward Markey’s office at the Rayburn Building
in Washington, D.C.
Pro-lifers should take heart that the
new Congress is serious about life. No
fewer than two of the first three bills
considered by the 112th Congress dealt
with correcting the problematic legislation of Obamacare, removing taxpayer
funding of abortion, and defunding
Planned Parenthood.

Two significant developments occurred
in the quest to repeal the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, “Obamacare.” In the first, Florida District Court
Judge Roy Vinson ruled that the individual mandate in Obamacare, the requirement that everyone must purchase
health insurance, unconstitutional.
The National Right to Life Committee cautions pro-lifers not to stop working for legislative repeal of Obamacare.
Writes Dave Andrusko, “the constitutional challenges are centered on the
law’s mandate that virtually all Americans obtain health insurance, rather than
on the rationing the law would impose.
Even if the Supreme Court strikes down
the individual mandate, it is far from certain that the entire law would be voided,
meaning the rationing provisions would
still be intact.
“It is important to understand that
even if the individual mandate is ulti-

mately overturned, it is the rest of the
Obama Healthcare Law that causes rationing. The law has a maze of provisions
that empower the federal Department
Health and Human Services (HHS),
based on recommendations by the Independent Payment Advisory Board, to
limit what health care providers can do
to save the lives of your family members.
Another provision gives HHS bureaucrats authority to limit or eliminate the
one option that has existed in Medicare
under which seniors who chose to do so
may add their own money to the government contribution so as to obtain health
insurance plans that allow them better
access to providers and life-saving medical treatments.”
The second development was a vote in
Congress to repeal Obamacare outright.
H.R. 2, sponsored by House Majority
See REPEAL/Page 7

Voting Records
H.R. 2 Repeal of the Patient Protection and Afforable Care Act
(PPACA) “Obamacare”
Capuano
Frank
Keating
Lynch
Markey
McGovern
Neal
Olver
Tierney
Tsongas

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

NRLC rating
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%

Senate roll call vote on McConnell Amendment to repeal
PPACA “Obamacare”
Brown
Kerry

Yes
No

100%
0%
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MCFL Caucus in DC
Educates Pro-Lifers
CAUCUS/From Page 1

Professor Dwight Duncan told caucus
goers that the Supreme Court’s 1973
Roe v. Wade decision paralleled its
1857 Dred Scott ruling that certain
human beings are not legal persons
with rights, but “things” that are the
objects of other people’s interests.
whether Dred Scott was a person within
the meaning of the 14th amendment
and said no, he was not a person, he was
a thing. This is the precedence for this
type of analysis, looking into the world
and seeing a class of human beings and
deciding they’re not persons, they’re not
legal persons, they don’t possess rights,
they’re just the object of other people’s
interests. Other people have rights, slave
owners have rights, in the case of Roe v.
Wade, the woman has a right, the fetus
has no rights, this is one of the consequences of this type of thinking.”
Duncan questioned the methodology
of the Roe Court. “Plaintiffs normally
have to establish their claim, the burden
of proof should have been on her lawyer.
To establish this claim would have meant
examining the word ‘liberty’ within the
meaning of the Constitution, within the
meaning of the 14th amendment, and
asking whether ‘liberty’ encompassed
the right to an abortion, whether “liberty” encompassed a woman killing her
baby. What would have happened if the
Court had used the same methodology
with the word ‘liberty’ as it used with the
word ‘person?’ ”
Thea Rossi Barron shared her memories of what it was like to lobby with Dr.
Mildred Jefferson in the 1970s. One of
the great accomplishments was the enactment of the Hyde Amendment which
banned the use of federal funds to pay
for abortions. “Mildred came across as
someone who had the answers,” said
Barron. “She expressed answers with
compassion and hope that the message
would be perceived by that person. Mildred made her points with honey, not
vinegar. She showed how to win hearts
by informing people with the truth.”
Barron said her pro-life conviction
came from her view of abortion as a
civil liberty issue. She expressed hope
that legislators can be persuaded by educated pro-lifers. “The tide is turning in
the last ten years. Polls show a pro-life
majority which wasn’t true ten years ago.
Young people have much more information, they can’t be deceived that unborn
children are some blob like an appendix,
it’s a human being. ‘Choice’ puts a wall

between what is going on. It’s defense,
information chips away at that.”
Robert Alt of the Heritage Foundation
opened his talk on the constitutionality of health care reform by relating an
interesting story from America’s colonial past. When King George enacted
a number of taxes and tariffs, colonists
responded by boycotting British goods.
The King then asked his Solicitor General and the House of Lords if there were
some way of forcing them to purchase
their goods. Both bodies told the King,
that no, there wasn’t.
“It is disturbing that the federal government is claiming an authority which
even King George recognized that he
couldn’t impose,” said Alt, “the ability to
force you to purchase a good on the market from a third party and if you choose
not to purchase it, to tax you for it.”
Even though a Court ruling in Virginia (and the recent ruling in Florida)
said that it is unconstitutional to require people to purchase healthcare,
Alt cautioned pro-lifers against relying
on the Courts alone to fix the rules of
Obamacare. Even if the Supreme Court
upholds the ruling that the individual
mandate violates the Constitution, the
Court may still uphold substantial portions of healthcare reform including portions that allow for rationing and denial
of care.
Professor Michael New was a bundle
of energy as he enumerated the reasons
for pro-life optimism. “Much of pro-life
work is painstaking and time-consuming, we don’t get credit or recognition
in the mainstream media,” New said.
“A lot of progress has been made and we
need to do a better job of advertising.”
The growth of pro-lifers elected on both
the national and state levels is especially
important because they are in control of
relevant committees. “We will be able to
get legislation out of those committees
and get it enacted.”
A 2009 Gallop poll showed, for the first
time, a majority of Americans describing
themselves as pro-life. “Now polls aren’t
everything,” quipped New. “But no social movement has ever been hurt by
gaining public support.”
“The Choose Life Conference sponsored by National Right to Life Committee had 1800 college students attending who were all eager to go back to their
campuses and start building a culture of
life. The pro-life movement didn’t always
invest time in this.”

Susan Curtis and Bill Gilmore braved
the elements to attend the MCFL
Caucus.

The Heritage Foundation’s Robert Alt spoke to the MCFL caucus on possible
outcomes of the challenge to healthcare reform in the courts.

Push to Repeal Obamacare Continued
REPEAL/From Page 6

Pro-Life Activity in the
112th Congress
•

HR 2 Repeal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
Passed 245-189 on 1/19/11
No Massachusetts representative
voted in favor of repeal

•

Senate Roll Call Vote on Repeal of Healthcare Reform
Motion failed 47-51, 2/2/11
Sen. Brown voted in favor
Sen. Kerry voted against

•

HR 3 No Taxpayer Funding
For Abortion Act
Would make previous pro-life
legislation permanent

Matt Hanafin with Repeal Obamacare
petitions at Rep. John Tierney’s office.

Leader Eric Cantor, was passed by the
House of Representatives on Jan. 19 by a
vote of 245 to 189.
On Feb. 2, a roll call dealt with an
• HR 358 Protect Life Act
amendment offered by Sen. Mitch McProhibit federal subsidies for
Connell that would completely repeal
abortion in health care reform
the “Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act.” The McConnell motion failed
• Title X Abortion Provider
47 to 51.
Prohibition Act
H.R. 3, the No Taxpayer Funding for
Defund Planned Parenthood
Abortion Act, is sponsored by Rep. Chris
Smith and Rep. Dan Lipinski. This bill
Sponsored by Rep. Joe Pitts, the Prowould replace all the pro-life legislation
that had been enacted piecemeal (such as tect Life Act, H.R. 358, would rewrite
the Hyde amendment) into one “perma- provisions in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act Care by applying
nent, government-wide prohibition on
the Hyde
federal subsidies for abor- “It is important to understand that even if the a m e n d tion and health individual mandate is ultimately overturned, it ment lanplans that cov- is the rest of the Obama Healthcare Law that guage to
prohibit
er abortion,” causes rationing.”
writes Andrus- Dave Andrusko, National Right to Life Committee f e d e r a l
subsidies
ko. “The beauty of the bill lies in its ability to make for abortion. This would stop the use of
what are annual battles to stop abortion federal regulations in the new healthcare
bill to support massive abortion fundfunding permanent federal law.”
Said MCFL President and National ing. Said Fox. “The passage of the Pitts
Right to Life Committee Board member Bill would codify the executive order
Anne Fox, “This bill would make perma- Obama issued that did not stop abortion
nent the Hyde amendment (no federal funding.”
Rep. Mike Pence of Indiana has filed
funds from Labor, Health and Human
legislation
that would ensure Title X famServices Appropriations Act used to pay
for elective abortions), Helms amend- ily planning funds don’t go to Planned
ment (no international abortion fund- Parenthood, the nation’s largest abortion
ing), Smith FEHBP amendment (no business. Last year, Planned Parenthood
payment for federal employee’s elective received $363 million, one-third of its
abortion), the Dornan amendment (no income, in government grants and confunds for abortion in DC) and the con- tracts and performed 324,008 abortions.
LifeNews reported that the number of
science clause. These amendments will
become statutory law and will not have abortions performed by Planned Parenthood had risen 5.8 percent from the past
to be voted on every year!”
year, which had already set a record high.
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Fighting for Life

From Beacon Hill to Capitol Hill
Boston College Law School • APRIL 9, 2011
Speakers
Steven W. Mosher, President,
Population Research Institute

Professor Mark Rienzi, Columbus School of Law at Catholic
Univeristy

MCFL
Massachusetts Citizens for Life, Inc.

Annual Convention and Youth Conference

Schedule
Annual Convention
(Note: Keynote speaker Steven Mosher is both the last speaker of the Annual Convention and
the first speaker of the Youth Conference)

William Saunders, Senior Vice
President of Legal Affairs,
Americans United for Life

8:30 AM Registration and Coffee, Oratory Contest Begins
9:00 AM Welcome, Anne Fox, MCFL President

Hans von Spakovsky, Senior Legal Fellow/Manager, Civil Justice Reform Initiative, Heritage
Foundation

9:15 AM Hans von Spakovsky, “The Constitutional Case Against Obamacare”
10:00AM Mark Rienzi, “The Constitutional Right to Refuse: Roe, Casey, and the Fourteenth
Amendment Rights of Healthcare Providers”
11:15 AM Workshops

Andrew Bair, Youth Activist,
Political Reporter and Blogger,
LifeNews.com

12:00 PM Lunch
12:15 PM William Saunders, “Why Doctor Prescribed Death Should Not Be Legalized”

Don Feder, Former Boston Herald and syndicated columnist,
Media Consultant, Communcations Director, World Congress of Families

1:45 PM Workshops
2:45 PM Steven W. Mosher, “International Population Control”
3:45 PM Speech by the Oratory Contest Winner, Wrap-up of Annual Convention
4:00 PM Annual Convention Ends

Linda Thayer, Vice President for
Educational Affairs, Massachusetts Citizens for Life

Cheryl Doran, Pro-life YouthDirector, St. Brendan’s Parish,
Bellingham

Youth Conference
2:30 PM Registration
2:45 PM Steven Mosher, “International Population Control”
4:00 PM Linda Thayer, “How to Present the Story of Fetal Development”

John Briare, Website Design,
Massachusetts Citizens for Life
Eva Murphy, Lobbyist, Massachusetts Citizens for Life

4:45 PM Cheryl Doran, “Role Playing Among Friends”
5:30 PM Dinner and more role playing in an informal setting among legislators
6:45 PM Andrew Bair, “What It Is Like to Be a Young Pro-Life Activist on the National Level”

Janet Callahan, Director for
Special Projects, Massachusetts
Citizens for Life

7:15 PM Round-up and Future Events

Matt Hanafin, Board of Directors, Massachusetts Citizens for
Life

(Please see Registration form on the bottom of page 9)

7:30 PM Youth Conference Ends

March-April 2011

MCFL News

9

Pro-Life Activities for Youth Abound
National Right to Life Academy
The $3,200 tuition includes a stay in the residence hall of a Washington, D.C. university,
and a weekly stipend
for meals and Metro
fare. Daily classes are
held at the NRLC office
which is within walking distance of several of
the city’s Smithsonian
2008 Academy participants with former Senator Fred museums, the National
Thompson at the National Right to Life Convention. Mall, and many great
restaurants. Tuition also
The National Right to Life Academy includes attending the National Right to
is an educational boot camp for col- Life Convention in Jacksonville, Florida.
lege students who want to “refine their
MCFL has partial scholarships availpro-life passion.” The six-week intensive able for students interested in attending.
course equips graduates with the tools to For an application go to: www.nrlc.org/
defend life in any battleground, whether academy/AcademyApplication.pdf
it be a college campus or congressional
office.

Join Massachusetts Citizens for Life
President Anne Fox and lobbyist Eva
Murphy on Tuesday, April 19 in meeting some of the newest pro-life legislators on Beacon Hill. Take a tour of the
State House. Learn how to talk to and
work with the legislators who are helping to build a culture of life in Massachusetts.

Lobby Day at the State House
Upcoming Events for Youth

For more
information on
Lobby Day
go to
www.masscitizensforlife.com

• April 9, MCFL Convention
and Youth Conference
• April 9, Dr. Mildred Fay Jefferson Oratory Contest
• April 19, Lobby Day at the State
House
• NationalRight to Life Academy
• MCFL Video Contest

Eva Murphy

Oratory Contest Renamed to Honor Dr. Mildred Jefferson

I

2007 Oratory Contest Winner Krysta Keough with Eduardo
Verastgui, star of the movie Bella, at the National Right to Life
Convention in Kansas City.

n recognition of the great devotion
and work Dr. Mildred Fay Jefferson
provided to the youth of the Commonwealth during her lifetime, MCFL
has renamed its local oratory contest in
her honor. The “Dr. Mildred Fay Jefferson Oratory Contest” remembers
how the good doctor always held young
people dear to her heart, both born and
unborn. This oratory contest was first
put into place by Dr. Jefferson. A gifted
orator herself, she recognized the need

for young people to use their words and
voices to change the hearts of others and
therefore save lives.
The Massachusetts Citizens for Life
Oratory Contest strives to promote the
ability of high school juniors and seniors
to share their pro-life views with others.
Although speaking ability is important,
this contest seeks to help teens organize
and express their pro-life views. We also
strive to give the contestants an opportunity to meet other pro-life teens.

“The fight for the right to life is the
not the cause of
a special few, it must be the just
cause of every
man, woman and child
who cares not
only about his own family,
but the whole
family of man.
Defending the right to life,
upholding
respect for life, promoting the sanctity of human life
is not something we do from time
to time, it is a way
of life.
Take with you every day of your
life the commitment to defend the right to life,
the most sacred
gift that we have, not just
as a social issue,
but as the foundation and
cornerstone
of
democracy. You have one weapon, and that weapon is truth.”
- Dr. Mildred Jefferson, 2010 MCFL Youth Convention
Students who are currently juniors or
seniors in high school are invited to take
part in this contest. Contestants will
research, write, and present an original
pro-life speech on abortion, infanticide,
euthanasia, or stem cell research. The
speech is to be 5-7 minutes in length.
This year’s contest will take place Saturday April 9, 2011 at the MCFL Annual Convention to be held at Boston
College Law School.
First prize will be a trip for the win-

MCFL 2011 Annual Convention and Youth Conference

REGISTRATION COSTS
ANNUAL CONVENTION

I am registering for the Annual Convention
I enclose $

(Includes coffee, lunch, and materials)
• $30 per person, $10 per student
• Free to students participating in the Oratory Contest

YOUTH CONFERENCE
(Includes materials

• $10 per student
• Free to students registered for Annual Convention
• Free to students participating in the Oratory Contest

ner and his/her guardian to the National
Right to Life Committee convention in
Jacksonville FL the weekend of June 2325 to take part in the NRLC Jane B.
Thompson Oratory Contest. The National oratory contest will take place on
June 25.
For more information contact :
MassStudentsforLife@masscitizensforlife.org
For complete rules check out:
www.nrlc.org/Oratory/index.html

for

person(s).

I am registering for the Youth Conference
I enclose $
I enclose $

for

person(s).

to help support the Convention.

Name
Address
City
Email

State

Zip
Telephone

Register Online at: masscitizensforlife.com
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Pro-Life Profiles: Jack Shaughnessy’s Family Values

Jack Shaughnessy
Pro-life Profiles: This new MCFL News
feature will offer a new pro-life profile
each issue. Sometimes the subject will
be a prominent individual in Massachusetts and other times the subject will be
one of the many unsung heroes working
every day to end legal abortion and defeat other assaults on human life.
Jack Shaughnessy Sr., the chairman of
Shaughnessy and Ahern, is well known
in Massachusetts for his business success and his extensive charitable work.
Mr. Shaugnessy graduated from Boston
College High School, attended Williams College, graduated from Tufts,
was commissioned an ensign, US Navy
in May 1946 and was assigned to the destroyer USS Meredith for two and ahalf
years. In the fall of 1948 he took over
the management of his family's business and built it into one of the most
respected companies in New England.
Mr. Shaughnessy has been honored for
his charitable involvement throughout
the Archdiocese of Boston, the Laboure
Center in South Boston, My Brother’s
Keeper, the Seminary for Delayed Vocations and many other worthy causes.
The father of seven and grandfather
of many has always been an outspoken
advocate of the culture of life.
JFT: Why is it important for prominent
people to get involved with charitable

and not-for-profit activities?
JS: People who haven't gotten involved
don't realize that you actually get a very
good feeling when you get involved in a
worthwhile charitable or civic organization. When you get involved and give,
your money, your time and your talent
to a worthy cause, you make a significant
contribution to those things.
JFT: What helped you get so extensively
involved in helping charities and nonprofits?
JS: My gift of faith. I learned at Boston
College High School that the greatest
of all gifts is that of faith. At BC High,
then and now, they train their students
to be men for others and to give their
time and talent to a variety of causes.
The motto of BC High is Ad maiorem
Dei glorium—For the Greater Glory of
God. So Boston College High School
had a profound and significant impact
on me, strengthening my faith. That's
the most important thing about lifestyle
and why I get involved, my faith and
trust in Christ.
JFT: Why are you pro-life?
JS: God has blessed me and my magnificent wife, who also had a great gift
of faith, with seven healthy, able talented
children. I don't know myself how anyone could harm a child. I believe that
abortion is murder and I don't know
how anybody could ever participate in
it, particularly such a crime as a partial
birth abortion--it defies logic how any
trained doctor could participate in such
an obvious act of murder.
JFT: Why is it important for people to
be involved with MCFL and the broader
pro-life movement today?
JS: A lot of very, very good reasons.
Children bring an awful lot to any family, they are so loveable. The harming of
children is unthinkable.
The family structure with a loving
mother and loving father living together
and raising their children, not only is it
great for the children, but its also great
for our nation. Our nation is bound to

suffer a decline, as has happened in Europe because of the failure to reproduce.
The strength of the nation itself
does well when we have large families
and strong family values. Strong family
values, a loving mother and father living
together in harmony and raising their
children together-leads to a high incidence of well-adjusted children.
JFT: What is the greatest challenge facing the pro-life movement today?
JS: I suppose a big challenge facing the
pro-life movement today is probably the
high cost of raising and educating a large
family. If people dwell too much on that
negative aspect of it, it would certainly
inhibit their desire to have children.

ested in their career or their finances, is
not that easy to promote.
JFT: If you could change one thing
about the pro-life movement in Massachusetts what would you change?
JS: When you’re able to have a function
with a principle speaker, a well known
person, who himself is the parent of a
large family and is also a person of national renown or prominence, it’s very
beneficial. I recently attended an event
the principle speaker of which was former Senator Rick Santorum of Pennsylvania who is the father of, I think, seven
children, who was a powerful advocate
for family values. We need to see more
of people like that, to show them as pro-

The extended Shaughnessy Family
Also, when I grew up my mother and
pretty much all the other mothers were
full time stay-at-home mothers. Today
a lot of women choose to develop their
careers first and they defer children in
order not to interfere with those careers.
JFT: What is the greatest strength of the
pro-life movement today?
JS: Anyone who's had several children
and can see the joy of a large family as
these children grow and develop, the
great joy to a household. They make a
marriage worthwhile and beautiful. The
pro-life movement in today's society,
where the average person is more inter-

life answer to people like Senator Kerry
or the late Senator Kennedy.
JFT: What is the greatest threat to innocent life today?
JS: The greatest threat to life is that abortion and contraception are taught and
encouraged in the public schools.
JFT: Do you have any words of advice or
encouragement for pro-lifers?
JS: The cause is great and good and just.
Don't give up the fight. Persist in this
magnificent, Christlike work.

Gosnell Scandal Reminder of the Need for “Laura’s Law
GOSNELL/From Page 3

against him, alleging that he had ‘engaged in conduct that calls into question
his competence to practice medicine.’
“The board said Osathanondh did not
have any means of monitoring Smith’s
heart, and did not have oxygen or a functioning blood pressure cuff in the room
during Smith’s abortion. The board also
alleged that he “failed to adhere to basic
cardiac life support protocol” and did
not call an ambulance in a timely manner.”
Osathanondh was sentenced to a six
month jail term. LifeSiteNews.com reported that, “while Osathanondh was
eligible for parole after three months,
the parole board rejected his application
because he showed no remorse. According to Eileen Smith, Laura’s mother, the
board had called Osathanondh the most
‘arrogant and callous person to ever ask
for parole in their experience serving on
the parole board.’ ”

Massachusetts Citizens for Life calls
on the Massachusetts Great and General
Court to investigate whether the regulatory framework and current patterns of
enforcement in the state provide a sufficient guarantee that what happened in
Philadelphia is not happening anywhere
in the Commonwealth. Our concern is
that women seeking abortions are not
safe absent any meaningful regulation of
the abortion industry. The investigation
should begin immediately and remedies,
including legislative improvements,
should be instituted as soon as possible.
Women deserve no less.
An Act Regarding a Woman’s Right
to Know, “Laura’s Law”
The centerpiece of MCFL’s legislative
agenda for the 187th General Court is
Laura’s Law, also known as the Woman’s
Right to Know Act. This bill (docket

number: 00491) is sponsored by
Rep. Elizabeth Poirier, a long-time
Right to Life advocate. Named
for Laura Hope Smith, a woman
who died during an abortion, the
bill will require that women seeking an abortion be made aware of
the many risks involved. The law
would also require a waiting period prior to abortions and that
women be given the option to view
an ultrasound of the unborn baby.
Section 1 of the legal summary
finds that an important state interest exists in ensuring a fully
informed choice and sufficient reflection time for women seeking
abortion, and that key provisions
of the current informed consentlaw are either inadequately en- Laura Hope Smith died during an abortion
forced or not enforced at all.
in 2007. Safety regulations are either inadequately enforced or not enforced at all.
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Convention Speaker William Saunders: Strong Families, Human
Rights Are the Keys to Defeating Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia

erly understood, contribute
to the common, or “group”
or “societal,” good. In other
words, “collective rights”
or “individual rights”are
not, ultimately, opposed
to one another; rather they
may usefully be understood
to work in concert for the
good of all. Of course, one
must acknowledge that either “collective rights” or
“individual rights” taken
to extremes are counterproductive. In other words,
collective interests might,
improperly in my view, be
understood so as to render
individual “rights” a toothless concept.
Likewise, an understanding of individual rights that
exalts individual choice to
the disadvantage of all other
The UN Headquarters in New York
values is counterproducPhoto by Steve Cadman
tive- it breaks society - and
the family - apart. In other words, there
Remarks of William L. Saunders at the is a sort of reciprocity between the two
Annual Briefing of the DIIFSD during concepts, as is recognized, if underdethe 49th session of the CSD in New veloped, in several human rights docuYork (United Nations), February 11, ments.
2011:
I discussed how subjective desires, no
Ladies and Gentlemen matter how deeply felt, are not equivaI am pleased to be here today as a rep- lent to “rights.” Rather, a sound underresentative of thos emembers of civil so- standing of “rights” should spring from
ciety who participated in the conference an understanding of human nature, and
on “Empowerment of the Family in the of what is good for the human person.
Modern World: Challenges and Prom- Likewise, it must be kept in mind, when
ises Ahead,” which was sponsored by the claims of new “rights” are asserted, that
Doha International Institute for Fam- the human being does not exist alone, in a
ily Studies and Development, and was vacuum: rather, the human person exists
held in Doha, Qatar, in January 2010.
in relationship to other human beings,
The conference drew upon distin- in society. The first society, of course, is
guished scholars, govthe family,
ithout healthy family structures,
ernmental officials,
as all of
the entire health of society is at
and representatives of
the founrisk.”
NGO’s from around
dationa l
the world who are seeking to empower human rights documents recognize.
the family in a tiome of increasing chalThus, “human rights” properly unlenges for, and stresses upon, the fam- derstood contains both individual and
ily. Speakers and participants came from collective aspects. It is not simply equivSlovakia, Australia, Russia, Kuwait, and alent to “individual rights” or to “collecmany others. and, of course, the health tive rights.”
of the family as an institution must be of
As an example of the misunderstandevery country and land. As Sheika Moza ing of “individual rights” to the detriBint Nasser al-Missned said in welcom- ment of both the society and the indiing the conference participants: “With- vidual, I considered the alleged “right
out healthy family structures, the health to die,” a term usually meant in the
of the entire society is at risk.”
contemporary Western world to mean
There were a wide range of issues con- a right to assisted suicide or euthanasia.
sidered during the conference, as you
The corpus of international human
can see in the report provided to you to- rights law does not recognize such a
day and which is being submitted today right. No treaty articulates such a right,
to the United Nations. In my presenta- nor does customary international law.
tion, I considered the topic of “collective Further, as, for example, the United
rights” and individual rights.”
States Supreme Court recognized a right
I suggested individual rights, prop- to euthanasia or assisted suicide cannot

W

Not only a slogan, “United for Life” recognizes that people do not
live as isolated entities, but as persons existing in a community.

properly be implied
from a right to “privacy” or “liberty” or
“dignity.” I reviewed
the various reasons
that the court, as
well as task forces
in both the United
Kingdom and the
United States, found
decisively against recognizing such a right.
To sum up these
reasons all too brief- It starts with the family. William Saunder’s speech to
ly: nearly every re- the United Nations recognized that the family is the best
quest for assisted sui- example of how individual and collective rights cometocide is prompted by gether for the good of all.
clinical depression; in
other words, it is prompted by psychic or
emotional pain; when the depression is
treated, the requests are withdrawn. likewise, physical pain can be ameliorated
through palliative care; of great interest
is the fact that legalizing assisted suicide
actually leads to a decline in the standards of palliative care. Why? Because
legalizing assisted suicide shifts society
in profound and subtle ways away from
an orientation of caring for the sick.
It diminishes our understanding that
each one of us is a member of a society of mutual obligation. In a time of
economic troubles, as health care costs
rise, the temptation is to look upon
the chronically or terminally ill or the
Because human beings exist in relaseverely handicapped as a drain upon
tionship to other human beings, it
society, and perhaps, as lives not worth
is a misunderstanding of rights to
living. We must resist that temptation,
consider only the wish of an indieven if it is couched in the language of
vidual who asserts a “right to die.”
“individual rights,” for it diminishes the
noblest instincts of every civilizaton to
lend a helping hand to those in need.
At the conference, as with all the various presentations, my reflections were
offered to stimulate further thinking
and exchange, and, I believe, the conference was successful in this respect.
Dialogue among participants continued
well beyond the time of the actual sessions, leading to a deeper appreciation
of the important issues involved, and of
the impotant role NGO’s play in bringing these matters to the attention of
the wider society and in advocating for
implementation of public policies concerned with the health of the family.
We all know the famiy in the modern
world is undergoing many stresses and
Research has shown that a request
strains. However, the family is the founfor assisted suicide is prompted by
dation stone of society. If cracks develop
clinical depression. When the dein that foundation, the societal structure
pression is treated, the request to
built upn it is in danger of collapse.
die is withdrawn.

Saunders warns that societies that accept “the right to die” as an expression of individual rights may forget the collective duty to care for the sick.
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Rienzi’s Convention Topic: The Right to Refuse
The Constitutional Right to Refuse: Roe, Casey, and the Fourteenth Amendment Rights of Healthcare Providers

Professor Mark Rienzi will be presenting his paper at the Convention.
An intriguing new paper by Catholic
University Professor Mark Rienzi argues that the same reasoning that found
a right to abortion in the Fourteenth
Amendment also finds a “right to choose
to refuse” for health care workers who
object to being forced to participate in
abortions.
“Rienzi makes a hoisted-by-your-ownpetard argument on the constitutioal
liberty to decide whether or not to participate in an abortion,” said Dan Avila
of the Mass. Catholic Conference. “His

reasoning is very creative and sound.”
Writes Rienzi, “Recent developments,
however, make the question of a Fourteenth Amendment right for healthcare
providers more relevant. Legal developments have made it much more difficult
for a religious plaintiff to assert a First
Amendment Free Exercise claim. Medical developments such as the availability of RU-486 (also called the “abortion
pill”) and emergency contraception (also
called the “morning after pill,” and marketed as “Plan B” and “ella”) have expanded the pool of healthcare providers
likely to be asked to participate personally in procedures they may consider to
be abortions.
“The Department of Health and Human Services has begun to rescind administrative regulations allowing for
conscience- based objections by healthcare workers. New legislation establishing greater government involvement in
the healthcare system will likely present
additional conflicts between government
mandates and provider conscience.”

Abstract of Rienzi’s Paper
The Fourteenth Amendment rights
of various parties in the abortion context – the pregnant woman, the fetus,
the fetus’ father, the state – have been
discussed at length by commentators and the courts. Surprisingly, the
Fourteenth Amendment rights of the
healthcare provider asked to provide
the abortion have not. Roe and Casey
establish a pregnant woman’s Fourteenth Amendment right to decide for
herself whether to have an abortion.
Do those same precedents also protect
her doctor’s right to decide whether to
participate in abortion procedures?
The Court’s substantive due process
analysis typically looks for rights that
are “deeply rooted” in our history and
traditions. Accordingly, this article addresses the historical basis for finding
that providers do indeed have a Fourteenth Amendment right to refuse to

perform abortions. This historical
analysis shows that the right to refuse passes the Court’s stated test for
Fourteenth Amendment protection.
In fact, the right to refuse actually has
better historical support, and better
satisfies the Court’s stated tests, than
the abortion right itself.
Beyond this historical case, a healthcare provider’s right to make this decision also fits squarely within the
zone of individual decision-making
protected by the Court’s opinions in
Casey and Lawrence v. Texas, and
protects providers from the types of
psychological harm that the Court
recognized in Roe and Casey. For
these reasons, under Roe and Casey, a
healthcare provider has a Fourteenth
Amendment right to refuse to participate in abortions.

Pro-Life Feminism on Display at Susan B. Anthony Birthplace

Susan B. Anthony relative Eric Anthony and wife Pat performing before the
start of the Assembly for Life at Faneuil Hall. Eric also organized the music for Dr. Mildred Jefferson’s Memorial Service saying, “The chosen music
comes from the era of the Civil War. Dr. Jefferson often remarked on the
striking parallels in law, culture, and the language used to cover the barbaric injustice that cost thousands of lives; and the very similar conflict to
which she devoted her life.”

B

orn in Adams, Massachusetts in
1820, Susan Brownell Anthony
advocated for temperance and
abolition and devoted her life to fighting
for the rights of women. Anthony’s family had a long tradition as Quakers, and
Susan was raised to value human equality. Early on she became an associate of
Fredrick Douglass and William Lloyd
Garrison, leaders in the anti-slavery
movement before the Civil War. By1892
she became the National Woman’s Suffrage Association’s president. Anthony
died in 1906, 14 years before the 19th
amendment giving women the right to
vote was finally passed.
Anthony also opposed “Restellism,”
a name that came from the infamous
mid 19th century abortionist Madame
Restell. Her trade was condemned
unanimously by early feminists. Over
120 letters, articles, and editorials in Anthony’s newspaper The Revolution speak

out against abortion and are the basis
for one of ten exhibits in the Birthplace
Museum. The Restellism exhibit also
features portraits of the first women
doctors who went into the medical
profession to counter the negative impression of Restellism and to support
pregnant women.
For more information on the Susan
B. Anthony Birthplace Museum, see
the museum web site, www.susanbanthonybirthplace.org.

Internship Opportunities at the
Anthony Birthplace Museum
The new Susan B. Anthony Birthplace Museum is seeking volunteer
interns in a variety of areas, including
education/curriculum development;
public
relations/communications;
technology; development/fundraising; museum studies; history; and
women’s studies.
A sampling of project ideas include:
build a model loom; design pre-visit
educational materials for children;
produce a video on the topic of
“Where do Women Go From Here?
Is there Life After Susan B. Anthony?”; create a marketing plan for the
museum’s gift shop; and research the
Anthony family’s social and political
involvement.
For more information or to apply to
be an intern, contact
info@susanbanthonybirthplace.org.
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Worldwide War Against Girls Continues

Convention Speaker Mosher Saw Forced Abortions, Sterilizations
of their parents' wish for
sons. Stopping sex-selective
abortions, what the Population Research Institute calls
“gendercide,” is a worldwide
effort. Sex-selective abortion is a big problem in Asia.
Caused by the traditional
preference for sons and
combined with population
control policies, Chinese demographics are now skewed
The Population Research Institute reports that with young men outnumberover one in four children adopted overseas come ing young woman by a great
from China, almost all girls adopted from or- margin.
phanages.
Other Asian countries are
teven Mosher was the first Ameri- also struggling with demographic imcan social scientist to conduct a balance caused by sex-selective abortion.
full-length study of a Chinese vil- India, Taiwan, Korea and Vietnam have Although the Indian government outlawed dowries in 1961, the practice still
lage at a pivotal time in that nation's his- similar problems due to the cultural continues in rural parts of the country. The British Medical Journal reported
tory. In 1979, Deng Xiaoping delivered preference for sons. Sons carry on the areas where for every 1,000 boys born there were only 754 girls born. Unscruhis famous speech advocating the one- family name, provide physical labor and pulous advertisements for prenatal ultrasounds advise parents to “spend 50
child only policy. By 1981 the mecha- are expected to care for their parents in rupees now (the price of an ultrasound) to save 50,000 rupees later” (the cost
of a bride’s dowry).
nisms were in place to enact it.
their old age.
While Mosher was living in rural
A 2001 census in China found 100
Half of all African-American
Guangdong in 1979-1980, the provin- girls for every 119 boys. The 2001 cenpregnancies end in abortion.
cial government secretly ordered a 1 sus from India showed 927 girls to 1,000
Blacks in New York City now
percent cap on population growth for boys under age six. The British Medical
have more abortions than live
the year. In 2001, Mosher recounted Journal reported that one city in Punjab
births. Most of Planned Parthe horrors he saw to the International found only 754 girls to 1,000 boys. Anenthood facilities are in black
Relations Committee of the United other problem for unborn girls in India
neighborhoods.
States House of Representatives, “Coer- is parents resorting to abortion in order
Mosher said inspiration for
cive Population Control in China: New to escape paying a dowry when their
a law to ban sex-selective aborEvidence of Forced Abortion and Forced daughter marries.
tions came from an idea in a
Sterilization.”
Immigrants Carry Practice to the US
2004 First Things article by
“No woman could have a second child
The Population Research Institute also
Hadley Arkes. “By formally
within four years of having her first baby cited a new study by the proceedings
protecting all female fetuses The dark side of widespread use of sonograand having a third child was strictly for- of the National Academy of Sciences
from abortion on the grounds phy: While helping to humanize the formerly
bidden. All women who had borne three (PNAS) finding evidence of sex-selective
of their sex, we would plant in invisible unborn child, it is also being used in
or more children by November 1, 1979 abortion in the United States among
law the supposition that the de- a search and destroy mission against children
were to be sterilized,” he said. Mosher certain immigrant groups. Asianveloping child is a being whose who might be born with certain undesirable
saw women
Americans were
claims should not depend on traits, being female among them.
being
ha- The “Susan B. Anthony Prenatal Non- found to have
their sex.
rangued and discrimination Act” would outlaw abor- the highest inci“Banning sex- and race-selective aborthreatened by
tions performed by reason of sex or race. dence of skewed tion will force supporters of abortion to
C om mu n i st
demographic s
publicly address a question that they will
Party officials
depending on
find profoundly disturbing; Is the right
at family planning “study sessions.” the sex of their first child.
to abortion a license to destroy children
Mosher also was invited to view forced
Boys are born in slightly greater numtor any and all reasons, including that of
abortions and sterilizations by local offi- bers than girls, the ratio being roughly
their sex or race? Most people of modercials “eager to demonstrate their prowess 105 boys to every 100 girls. The birth
ate persuasion, even those inclined to be
in birth control to a visiting foreigner.”
ratio for the first child for a population
“pro-choice,” will agree that the right of
The one child only policy was modi- with a preference for sons, was the same,
the unborn child to life should not defied in the mid 1980s. Due to the rising 105 male, 100 female. The a study found
pend on whether she (or he) possesses
levels of female infanticide, the govern- that if the oldest child was a boy, the sex
the requisite genitalia or skin color. Even
ment began to allow couples in rural ar- ratios for later children were normal.
those who believe in the absolute right
eas whose first child was a girl, to have
However, if the first child was a girl,
to destroy the child under any and all
another child. Women are forbidden to the birth ratios for the second child recircumstances, it is safe to predict, will
marry until they are 23 years old. If they vealed 117 boys being born for every 100
be uncomfortable defending such an exbecome pregnant out of wedlock, their girls. If the first two children were girls,
Lethal combination: Being both
treme position.”
babies are forcibly aborted.
then the third child ratios showed 150
female and African-American.
The current Chinese policy requires boys being born for every 100 girls.
IUD insertion for women with one
Remarked Steven Mosher, “sex-selecSex Selection Practices in Cultures With a Preference for Sons
child, sterilization of couples with two tive abortions are the ultimate form of
Revealed by National Academy of Sciences (PNAS)
children, and abortion for women who patriarchy and discrimination, yet femibecome pregnant without authorization. nists remain silent.”
Girls
Boys
The Chinese one child policy has been
Political Efforts
Normal boy/girl birth ratio
100
105
supported by the United Nations PopuIn 2008, Steven Mosher joined Rep.
When the first child is a boy:
100
105
lation Fund (UNFPA) since 1979.
Trent Franks, Rep. Jeff Fortenberry and
Second Child
100
105
Gendercide
Rep. Mike Pence in speaking in favor of
One of the Projects of the Population the “Susan B. Anthony Prenatal NonThird Child
100
105
Research Institute is raising awareness of discrimination Act,” a bill to outlaw
When the first child is a girl:
100
105
a United Nations report that 100 mil- abortions performed for reasons of sex or
Second Child
100
117
lion girls are missing worldwide, girls race. They were also joined by members
Third Child
100
150
who have died because of abandonment of the African-American pro-life comor infanticide. But most of the missing munity including Alveda King and Rev.
Statistics from the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences www.pnas.org
100 million girls were aborted because Clenard Childress.
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In Order to Save Lives, MCFL Needs Your Help!

A

recent poll shows that 800,000
people in the state were aware
of the work done by the MCFL
Political Action Committees in the recent elections. We have credibility with
the newly elected legislators as well as
the pro-life incumbents.
MCFL has been fighting Obamacare
for 18 months: on the radio, in the newspapers, with more than half a million
phone calls, and with a huge petition
drive. Before the March we delivered
tens of thousands of petitions to our legislators in Washington, DC.
We need your immediate help to fund
MCFL's efforts to keep up the pressure as we work to repeal Obamacare,
end taxpayer funding of abortion, and
pass all-important state legislation.
This is a battle we cannot afford to

It’s Easy to Donate Through Pay Pal or Online Giving

Go to our web site at:
www.masscitizensforlife.com
We need your immediate financial support to
make sure we have every weapon at our disposal when important votes come up in D.C. and
on Beacon Hill.
President Anne Fox at the MCFL Caucus in Washington, DC.

MCFL

lose! Since January 22, 1973, more than
53 million babies have lost their lives in
the womb and many of their mothers
and fathers have been injured by abortion, 1.4 million babies killed here in
Massachusetts alone.

Massachusetts Citizens for Life

2011 Respect Life Walk
to Aid Mothers & Children

Enter the Respect Life Walk
Baby Contest

Sunday, October 2, 2011
At the Parkman Bandstand
Boston Common
Near the Corner of
Tremont & Boylston Streets

Registration &
Pre-Walk Celebration
1:30 PM

Walk

2:30 PM

Imagine

2010 Walk Baby Gracelin Mary with her grandmother and mother at last
year’s Respect Life Walk to Aid Mothers and Children on Boston Common.

Your
Baby’s
Picture
Here!

P

arents, grandparents, aunts, uncles and friends! You know you’re just
dying to show off your little ones’ latest pictures. Why not put your
pride to good use and enter them in the MCFL 2011 Baby Contest?
The MCFL 2011 Walk Committee traditionally features a baby as a high
light of the Respect Life Walk to Aid Mothers and Children. The winning
photograph will be printed on our posters and sponsor pledge forms.
This year’s contest starts immediately so act now to submit your photos!

The 2011 Walk Baby

YOUR Child, Grandchild, Niece or Nephew!

BABY CONTEST ENTRY FORM
The rules are simple,
easy to follow, and
require these criteria:
1) The baby must be between 6
months and 24 months of age
and a current photo.
2) The photo must be at least
3” x 5” in size.
3) The photo must be submitted
to the MCFL office and received
no later than May 24, 2011
4) You must complete the entry
form in its entirety.
5) Your photo submission is
non-returnable, becoming the
property of MCFL, and gives
permission to MCFL to use the
photo in this contest.

BABY’S NAME: _________________________________________________________
BABY’S GENDER: ____M ____F BABY’S DATE OF BIRTH: ___________________
PARENT(S): ____________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________
CITY: ________________________ STATE: _____ ZIP CODE: __________________
PARENT(S) TELEPHONE NUMBER:

(

) _________________________________

I give MCFL permission to use the enclosed photo for the “2010 Walk Baby Contest” and understand that it becomes the property of MCFL
upon submission and is non-returnable. MCFL reserves the right to edit, adapt, trademark, copyright, publish, and/or transfer to third parties all
photos/submissions. I also understand and agree that the photo of the baby selected can be used for any and all promotion of the 2010 Walk. I
understand and hereby give MCFL permission to use my child’s name in any publication MCFL deems appropriate. All entries must be submitted for receipt by May 24, 2011 at MCFL. Please send to: MCFL, Attn: Walk Committee, The Schrafft Center, 529 Main Street, Boston, MA
02129-1100

Parent(s) Signature: ___________________________________________________________________
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Letters to the Editor
What creates an atmosphere
of violence? Violence

Public Policy Failure
It would be foolish for people to
mistake the pope's statement as an endorsement of condom use as a matter
of public policy. ("Pope Shock,” 11/21)
The failure rate of condoms for pregnancy prevention is generally one out
of six couples per year. Since pregnancy can only occur 4-6 days per monthly
cycle, the failure rate for disease prevention is actually higher.
Since the AIDS crisis, advocating
condom use has been the norm in the
vast majority of public schools. Because
they feel assured of safety, young people
take more risks. The result -- 24% of
teen girls in America have an STD (this
includes 48% of African American teen
girls) and Massachusetts has the 11th
highest teen abortion rate in the nation. Are these the benchmarks of a
successful public policy?

In the immediate aftermath of the Tucson attack last month there was a great
deal of talk based on the (now discredited) supposition that somehow rightwing rhetoric was responsible. Even after it was conclusively shown that Jared
Laughner had no discernable ties to any
political groups or beliefs, the commentators favored by the mainstream media
still persisted in claiming that supposedly “violent rhetoric” had contributed
to an “atmosphere of violence” which led
and will continue to lead to disturbed
The Washington Monument and Jefferson Memorial make a nice backdrop
individuals lashing out with deadly confor a youth group carrying the sign, “Life Counts.”
sequences.
It has often been said that even a age and permissive lifestyle idealized and that we do not see the danger of destopped clock can’t be wrong all the time promoted by many of our elites.
termining humanity based on criteand it behooves us to admit that there
I am writing of what has often been rion of utility, capacity and arbitrary
truly does exist an atmosphere of vio- described as the Culture of Death, which age cut offs?
lence in our society. In that observation, has taken hold in much of the Western
What do we expect? Of course
Linda Thayer
at least, the makers of elite consensus are World. The most obvious manifestation dehumanizing our weakest citizens
Vice President for Educational Affairs
not wrong. They are wrong, however, in of this culture is, of course, legal abor- erodes respect for life. Of course alMass. Citizens for Life
where the place the blame for the cre- tion. Do we, as a society, really believe lowing entirely defenseless people to
ation of this atmosphere. Instead of that we can murder over 800,000 of the be killed if their existence is inconveThis letter was originally published in
blaming “violent rhetoric” and subject- most innocent and defenseless among nient leads to dangerously solipsistic
the Boston Herald on 11/25/10
ing a carefully chosen list of political us each year and suffer no additional thinking. Of course a society which
scapegoats to the Two Minute Hate, we consequences? Can we truly think that can countenance and even promote
should consider the possibility that the perpetuating the lie that a genetically tearing infant children limb from
atmosphere of violence in the culture unique human being is merely an op- limb will sink to deeper depths of
has been created by the actual violence tional adjunct of another person’s body violent depravity-if deeper depths exDr. Mildred F. Jefferson
which pervades and under girds the sav- is safe for the rest of us? Is it possible ist. In the marketplace of the moral
By Susan Porter
economy cultures receive the wages
for which they work-and the wages
Arthur L. McManus
On the Goodness of Life
of sin is death.
By the MCFL Board of Directors
In the wake of the terrible events
Mary Angela Fay
I listen a lot to songs performed by the the envelope with their tongue to seal it.
in Tucson, those of us who do unHave you ever slept in a comfortable
Carpenters and I miss Karen Carpenter
By
Ken and Anne Fox
derstand the intrinsic value of every
who tragically died of anorexia. I’m ex- bed making your body feel so pampered?
human life should take time to pray
George Coleman
pecting that she’s in heaven and that her Aborted babies will get not one moment
for the victims and express our symBy Anne Fox
spirit is rooting for those of us who value of life sleeping on a nice bed. I’m listenpathy for their families. We should
David Thorp
the gift of life and who are trying to res- ing to the radio as I write this and they
also reflect on the dangerous conseare talking about learning languages. I
cue the unborn from abortion.
By the MCFL Board of Directors
quences of the culture of death and
Abortion is a kind of civil war in know quite a bit of Russian and some
selfish violence created by legal aborAmerica which makes me think of an- Spanish, accomplishments I’m proud of
tion and other assaults on life. This
other soul whose life would teach us to and a skill aborted babies will never get
reflection should cause us to redouble
value life—Abraham Lincoln. He was to acquire.
our efforts to defend the defenselessPhilip Gerard Sheridan
Speaking of languages it makes me
assassinated, dying before his time, so we
in defending them we also defend
From the MCFL Board
should use his death to learn to value ev- think of travelling. Now not everyone
ourselves and our entire society.
Tristan McKeever
ery life including the unborn at risk for likes flying but I’m one who does and it
From Anne Fox
saddens me that aborted children will
abortion.
John F. Triolo is Massachusetts CitiJames and Thomas Marcucci
A third soul who came to mind was never board an airplane and enjoy the
zens for Life’s Assistant Director of
From Betsy and Brian White
a little boy who was brutally murdered thrill of flying or of vacationing in anSpecial Projects
at a young age—Adam Walsh—whose other city or foreign country. I think at
father does the show about missing chil- this moment how aborted children will
dren: “America’s Most Wanted.” Let’s never wear a stitch of clothing. When
not let this life be wasted. We should you button buttons on your clothes
learn from his circumstances to value or when you zip a zipper on them you
Arlington/Winchester Chapter
and protect all life including the unborn. might be excited by such moments for
St. Camillus Parish, Arlington		
$400.00
Another soul that comes to mind, also you are alive if you are doing such things.
Cape Cod Chapter
I was just looking at my bathroom door
teaching us the preciousness of all life,
Holy Trinity Parish, West Harwich		
$1,057.03
is Princess Diana. May her early demise thinking how sad it is that aborted chilHoly Redeemer Parish, Chatham				
$651.00
not be in vain. May we learn from her dren will never get to place their hand on
Chicopee Chapter
beautiful life and sudden death to pro- a door knob and turn it, opening a door.
St. Anthony Parish, Chicopee			
$370.35
So let’s open a door to our hearts and do
tect all life.
Danvers Chapter
Now let us consider aspects of life that all we can to rescue babies in danger of
St. Mary Parish, Georgetown/Rowley 		
$646.25
don’t seem very exciting, but when the being aborted for every life is precious.
Greater Framingham Chapter
unborn are robbed of every moment of I’m writing this on Fathers Day so let’s
St. Patrick Parish, Natick				
$2,004.00
life outside the womb they become a big help all children in the womb to live to
St. Bridget Parish, Framingham			
$700.00
deal. For example, I was looking at my utter the word daddy to their earthly faGreater Lawrence Chapter
watch realizing that aborted children ther so that our heavenly father will say
St. Patrick Parish, Lawrence			
$812.50
will never get to wear a watch or be able to us “well done, thou good and faithful
North Suburban Chapter
to check the time. Because I mail a lot of servant.”
Blessed Sacrament Parish, Saugus			
$572.00
things, I consider how aborted children
St. Margaret Parish, Saugus			
$293.00
will never get to put a postage stamp on Susan Hocking is a member of MCFL.
Immaculate Conception Parish, Everett		
$759.00
a piece of mail. No, they’ll never get to She writes from Brighton, MA
Woburn Knights of Columbus Council #77
$300.00
put anything in an envelope or get to lick

Memorials

Welcome

Rose Drives

16 MCFL News

March-April 2011

A hardy group from Weymouth enjoying the early morning light in
front of the Capitol.

MCFL flag bearer Harold Anderson of Hampden.

DC March for Life
Draws Mass. Activists

P

After waiting nearly an hour for the huge throng of marchers to move, MCFL members start
down Madison Drive.
Photo by Matt Hanafin

Fresh off the bus, this group from the Berkshires delayed their search for
food in order to pose for MCFL News.

Catina Lennon of Woburn with her children Maria and David.

Respect for Human Life is
“Something I Believe In”

erhaps eleven year old
David Lennon said it
best when asked this
question, “Why are you here
in Washington, D.C. today?”
The exuberant home-schooled
sixth grader quickly responded,
“We’re here because we want to
defend the babies who are still
inside the womb and tell everybody that it’s wrong to have an
abortion.”
David’s mom Catina said her
motivation as a pro-lifer comes
from “the beauty of life.” Her
daughter, eight year old Maria,
added, “it’s exciting to be here.”

Youngsters Danny, Ricardo
and Valerie Valdivia were delighted to tell MCFL News that
they came to Washington with
their parents to march in support of an end to abortion.
St. John’s High School students
Corbin Seward, Colin Campbell and John Shrewn were
motivated by their faith. Said
Campbell, “A big influence and
the reason I came here was my
faith as a Catholic, the respect
we’re taught to have for human
life is a big motivation. I come
to the March for Life to march
for something I believe in.”

MCFL’s Burlington Chapter, AKA the Hanafin family, gather on the Mall before the start of the March.

Passing by the Supreme Court (left). The Fall River Chapter enjoys a meal on
their way to Washington (center). Looking down Constitution Ave (right).

