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March for Life, MCFL Caucus Commemorate
Roe v Wade's 40th Anniversary
Lombardo continued, “When
you are in a political campaign,
each side picks a story. The opposition had Dr. Marcia Angell’s story about her father. Dr.
Angell’s father was ill and committed suicide. It’s always done
in politics, take an emotional
story and use it. How do you
play offense against this? Take
a better emotional story and
come back with it.
“Our story was that of Barbara Wagner, the woman who
received a letter from her insurer denying her cancer treatment
as too expensive. The Oregon
Health Plan had to offer at least
one healthcare option, so they
The hardy vanguard of the March for Life battle wind, biting cold and incipient snowfall as they informed her that they would
cover the pills for her suicide.
reach the crest of Constitution Avenue in front of the Supreme Court on Jan. 25.

S

tephen Lombardo was
describing his experience
working as Massachusetts
Citizens for Life Field Director
for the campaign against Question 2, the petition initiative to
legalize doctor-prescribed suicide, as the opening speaker at
MCFL’s Caucus in Washington,
D.C. on Jan. 25. While still a
student at Ave Maria University, Lombardo had been working
for the pro-life movement serving as intern for Karen Cross at
the National Right to Life Political Action Committee.
“I got a phone call about a position open in Massachusetts for
a field director for this terrible
campaign that we were probably going to lose. When I arrived in Boston on July 2, a poll
in the Boston Globe showed
support for the bill at 71%
with 21% opposed. Know what
we call that?” Lombardo asked
somewhat sheepishly. “Losing
before you even start.”
On a day somberly dedicated
to remembering 55 million lives
lost since the 1973 Roe v Wade

decision, the crowd assembled
in the Kennedy Caucus Room
kept hearing thanks for being
pro-lifers from Massachusetts.
Speaker after speaker gave congratulations for the hard work
and dedication that won the
day for suicide opponents.
Lombardo continued,“Where
could we start when the other
side had already grabbed the
lead by defining the issue as
‘death with dignity?’ With our
differing notions of what constituted dignity, it was impossible
to argue on that basis. It meant
that we would have to redefine
dignity every single time we debated the issue. So we couldn’t
use that word.”
Suicide proponents had
framed opposition to the bill
as religiously motivated. “We
knew we weren’t all Catholics
opposed to Question 2,” Lombardo said.”We realized we had
to form a coalition of individuals who could approach the
entire spectrum of politics in
Massachusetts and say it isn’t
just Catholics who oppose this.
There are plenty of
reasonable people
and plenty have
reasonable problems with this bill.
“We created a
simple
message
identity by calling
the coalition, No
On 2. We had five
reasons why the
bill was a bad idea.
One of the most
important things
MCFL Field Director Stephen Lombardo we did was play
and National Right to Life PAC Director aggressive politics.
Karen Cross at the Kennedy Caucus Room. We
hammered

home the message that this bill
would lead to denial of health
care, the issue that connected
all the diverse groups opposed
to the bill.”
The aggressive strategy meant
that the No On 2 coalition
would forgo playing defensive
politics and not respond to the
arguments of suicide supporters. They continued their offense by sending crack teams
to hold statewide educational
forums. “Elder law expert, attorney Patricia Stewart became
so adept at debating doctorprescribed suicide proponents
at local Councils on Aging that
they stopped showing up at her
events,” laughed Lombardo.
“The Compassion and Choices
crowd stopped showing up because Pat took apart their arguments so easily,” Lombardo
explained. “Pat didn’t say, ‘we
believe in real human dignity
let me redefine it for you.’ She
said, ‘I’m a lawyer, I deal with
elders all the time. They suffer
abuse and pressure from heirs
and I know where this will
lead.’ Eventually, we couldn’t
get anyone to show up at these
events at all. Our argument became a solid message that was
universal, easy to understand
and quick to deliver.
“The five biggest flaws of this
bill were outlined in simple
cards that we could hand out
and say, ‘listen, you may be for
assisted-suicide, but this bill is
bad.’ We couldn’t win the state
intellectually to support the
pro-life vision. We worked on
the step below that. They had
to see that this bill itself was a
danger.”
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When you have a copy of that
letter and her statement on television, that is a very powerful
story. Copies of the letter were
powerful hand-outs at speaking engagements because it’s so
hard to believe that the same
letter would both deny you
health care and encourage you
to kill yourself.
“Though the No On 2 coalition was getting closer in the
polls, there was never a time
when we were ahead. A few
days before the election, polling
showed 48% for, 44% against.
We had to go for the 8% undecided vote. Victoria Kennedy’s
last-minute letter opposing
doctor-prescribed suicide really
helped.”

MCFL Holds Popular Washington, D.C. Caucus
Lombardo had the task of delivering
the “No On 2” signs to many in eastern
Massachusetts. “To win the undecided
vote we needed people on the ground
holding signs at the voting sites.” He
laughed, “I think I put 400 miles on my
car in those last few days. Thankfully,
we had a sizable volunteer army of signholders. Compassion and Choices had
no ground game, they didn’t have a competing message that someone going in to
vote would see. We were able to change
the day by our physical presence.”
Video of Stephen Lomardo’s talk
Emerging consensus
Greg Pfundstein, President of the Chiaroscuro Foundation, talked both about
the importance of Massachusetts’ defeat
of doctor-prescribed suicide in preventing nationwide legalization by emerging consensus and the understanding of
true dignity. “Question 2 was either the

The assistance of the Chiaroscuro
Foundation's Greg Pfundstein was a
major factor in the defeat of Question
2 in November.
first or second most important electoral
question of the 2012 election,” Pfundstein began. “We need to remember how
hard we worked and how important its
defeat was.”
“Compassion and Choices is poised to
become the Roe v Wade of doctor-prescribed suicide,” Pfundstein said. “They
are hoping to use emerging consensus as
the ticket to legalize suicide everywhere.
Emerging consensus is part of the jurisprudence of the Supreme Court when
they are considering a question where
the Constitution is unclear. They look to
the states to see if they have a consensus
on a certain matter.”
Many in the pro-life movement fear
a scenario where the Court, seeing a
pattern of consistent change in the legalization of doctor-prescribed suicide,
could revisit their ruling in Washington
v Glucksberg. The 1997 decision found
that a right to assisted-suicide was not
protected by the Fourteenth Amendment’s Due Process clause.
Pfundstein continued, “After Washington State legalized doctor-prescribed suicide in 2008, Compassion and Choices
thought the states would fall like dominoes. In 2012, their leader Peg Sundein
boasted that Vermont would be the next
state with a ‘Death with Dignity’ law.
With polling in Massachusetts showing

widespread support for ‘Death with Dignity,’ Massachusetts’ proponents were
certain they would be following up a victory in Vermont. Then they would go on
to Hawaii, New Mexico, New Jersey and
Connecticut and one by one establish
emerging consensus in the states.”
“What then is the substance of the issue? Pfundstein asked. “The substance of
the issue is the inviolable dignity of the
human person. We are here at the March
for Life to stand up for the protection
of the unborn, to protect their inviolable dignity. We envision an America in
which everyone’s right to life is defended
and protected. The America in which
we live is one in which the rights of the
weak and inconvenient are subverted for
the rights of the strong.”
Pfundstein read an article from The
Catholic Thing by Matthew Hanley,
Charity to Match Our Poverty, a memoir of Hanley’s visit to a secular nursing
home located in a drug-infested Baltimore neighborhood. “The residents
had four walls and three squares a day,”
Pfundstein read. “Any sense of hope or
meaning seemed much scarcer, and they
often endured their torment alone. I
don’t necessarily say the staff was deliberately inattentive, but human warmth
was conspicuous by its absence. It simply
wasn’t part of the job description.”
“I had a similar experience while visiting elderly women in a Boston area nursing home many years ago,” Pfundstein
continued. “None of them had family
and friends with them on a Sunday afternoon. I couldn’t shake the sense of these
elderly people, these mothers, fathers,
grandmothers and grandfathers were
abandoned to an efficient warehousing
system. This memory has stuck with me
ever since.
“Keep in mind that the proponents
of death with dignity look at realities
like this and decide it would be better
to be dead. It’s not wholly unreasonable.
But it’s also a failure of imagination. Instead of wishing to be dead, couldn’t we
imagine a different reality in which the
dignity of the human person is respected
and honored?”
Pfundstein contrasted this bleak scenario with another from Hanley’s article.
Hanley described an AIDS hospice run
by the Missionaries of Charity in yet
another blighted neighborhood of Baltimore, as an “oasis of peace. The patients
weren’t long for this world yet they were
welcomed with attentiveness and regard.”
“Those patients were treated in accord
with their dignity and that made all the
difference. In our society the elderly and
the unborn are too often treated as an
inconvenience. If not all of us have human dignity that is protected by the law,
then none of us have human dignity that
is protected by the law.”
Greg Pfundstein video
The power of the legislative process
Karen Cross, National Right Life PAC
Director was beaming. “I am so impressed by what all of you have done in
Massachusetts on Question 2,” Cross
said. “If you could defeat doctor-prescribed suicide in Massachusetts, you
can do anything.” The audience erupted

Father William Salmon, Pastor of Immaculate Conception Church in Weymouth at the MCFL Caucus on Jan. 25.
in applause. “You have saved a lot of lives
and will save a lot of lives in the future.”
Cross, reflecting on 40 years of legalized abortion and the disappointing
election, talked about the ability of the
legislative process to save lives, even the
bills that fail to be enacted. “Just one
piece of successful pro-life legislation,
the Hyde Amendment, has saved one
million lives. But, the political process itself can save lives when we introduce legislation about fetal pain or ultrasound.
People hear about the research, they see
the ultrasounds, and then those issues
can be discussed.”
“In 1980 when the National Right to
Life Committee was formed as a PAC, I
was working for a crisis pregnancy center. I told them I would do anything for
women and their babies, just don’t ask
me to get involved in politics,” Cross
admitted with a laugh. “But I saw that
women were being lied to and I realized
that lives could be saved by removing
politicians who were blocking pro-life
legislation. That’s how I became involved
politically.”
Referring to the election to fill the
seat of Senator John Kerry, Cross said,
“Make sure you know who the pro-life
candidates are. Get good candidates to
run. The national office believes you can
do anything because of what you did in
the last election.” Video
Religious freedom
Hillary Byrnes, staff attorney to the Ad
Hoc Committee on Religious Liberty at
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, provided an overview of
threats of critical significance to religious
liberty under the Obama administration. “The freedom of religion is the first
freedom outlined in the First Amendment to the Constitution and, despite
its importance, for a long time we’ve
taken it for granted,” Byrnes began. “Attacks on our first American freedom
have been growing due to an aggressive
secularism in our politics and culture.
A 2009-2012 study by the Pew Forum
on Religion and Public Life found a ‘rising tide of restrictions on religion’ and
this was even before the Health and Human Services mandate. The study found
that government restrictions and social
hostility towards religion had increased
in the United States.” In 2012 the Ad
Hoc Committee on Religious Freedom

of the US Conference of Catholic Bishops published a statement called, ‘Our
First, Most Cherished Liberty.’
Byrnes cited several examples of the
Church being prevented from offering
services that accord with its moral and
ethical teachings “In serving victims of
human trafficking, the Catholic Bishops’
Migration and Refugee Services had an
excellent record,” Byrnes said. “Despite
this excellent record, the federal government changed its contract specifications
in 2011 to require MRS to provide or
refer for abortion and contraceptive procedures in violation of Catholic teaching. We don’t think religious institutions
should be disqualified from government
contracts based on religious belief. We
don’t lose our religious identity, our liberty or our morals based on these beliefs.
The claim that these contracts constitute
an ‘establishment of religion’ turns religious liberty on its head.
She continued, “The best known case

Hillary Byrnes, staff attorney to the
Ad Hoc Committee on Religious Liberty at the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops.
is the Health and Human Services mandate that requires employers to facilitate
and fund contraception, sterilization,
and abortifacient drugs in their health
plans. The Bishops have been united in
opposition to this unjust mandate and
have been joined by others who see the
religious freedom threat this poses to
both religious institutions and private
individuals.
“The current situation sees over 40 law-

Caucus Speakers Tackle a Range of Life Issues

Professor Michael New told the
MCFL Caucus that the pro-life movement has made solid gains in reducing
abortion numbers.
suits in different stages of litigation, on
behalf of 110 plaintiffs representing hospitals, universities, businesses, schools
and people who are all speaking with
one voice to reaffirm the freedom of religion guaranteed by our Constitution.
Because the mandate on for profit businesses went into effect in August 2012,
their cases are further ahead and the results encouraging.
“So far,” Byrnes explained, “9 of the
14 plaintiffs have received some sort of
early relief against the mandate saying
that they don’t have to comply at this
point. Unfortunately, the retail arts and
crafts chain Hobby Lobby, the most well
known plaintiff challenging the mandate, has been unable to obtain relief
so far. Their case will most likely go to
trial.”
“For non-profit plaintiffs such as religious charities, hospitals, universities,
and Catholic dioceses the government
provided what it called a ‘safe harbor.’
Their compliance date is August 1, 2013
or what Cardinal Dolan called, ‘a year to
figure out how to violate our consciences.’ Because the government has promised that it’s going to rewrite the rule, the
courts are waiting in the cases for nonprofits, such as that brought by Notre
Dame. In effect, they’re saying that these
cases are being brought too early because
the government has promised change to
the proposed rule.
“Litigation can take a long time to get
any result that’s final. The Conference
is pushing for legislative action in Congress to respect conscience rights of those
who object to the HHS mandate. A bill
introduced last year stalled in the House
and Senate. We are hoping to include

conscience rights in some sort of mustpass legislation introduced this year.”
(Note: A bill was introduced on March 4
by Rep. Diane Black (R-TN), the Health
Care Conscience Rights Act)
Concluded Byrnes, “The rights to life
and to liberty are intertwined because as
Thomas Jefferson said, ‘The God who
gave us life gave us liberty at the same
time.’ So many of the threats to religious
freedom that we face stem from our
stance on the sanctity of life from conception to natural death.” Video
Pro-Life Gains
“You folks were the unsung heroes of
the 2012 election,” began Professor Michael New whose fast-paced and inspiring analyses of the past pro-life year have
become the traditional send-off to the
March. “Two things were of most concern to me when I woke up the day after
the election, the Presidential race and
the vote on Question 2. I hope you realize how important that victory was.
“It’s especially important with the arrival of Obamacare.” New was emphatic
in declaring, “If there’s anything I want
you to remember from my remarks today it’s this, Obamacare equals rationing.
Maybe not immediately, but soon. Anytime the government gets involved in the
provision of healthcare, they’re going to
find ways to cut the costs. One fast way
to cut costs is to ration. Unfortunately,
killing is also one fast way to cut costs.
Couple assisted-suicide with Obamacare
and you could have had a real disaster on
your hands. But you stopped that.”
“We were disappointed in results of the
election where the most pro-abortion
President in history was re-elected. The
media paid more attention to Sandra
Fluke’s ability to pay for birth control
than to a President who basically supports infanticide. Pro-lifers know the
work isn’t going to be easy, we have suffered setbacks before. I encourage you to
take a longer-term view.
“We wouldn’t want to trade places with
20 years ago where the outlook was very
bleak. The other side was making gains
in public opinion, the older pro-life generation was dying off and the younger
generation didn’t seem that interested
in pro-life issues. People were becoming better educated and wealthier, and
that doesn’t always correlate with prolife sentiment. 1993 looked bleak, especially with the inauguration of the first
ever pro-abortion President Bill Clinton,
who had campaigned on a platform of
making abortion ‘safe, legal and rare.’
New was enthusiastic, “Look where
we’ve come in the last 20 years. The
Guttmacher Institute, which used to be
Planned Parenthood’s research arm, said
the best two years for passing pro-life
legislation at the state level were 2010
and 2011. We are doing well at the state
level, we’re making impressive gains
passing pro-life laws and gaining in the
field of public opinion.
“Students are more interested in prolife than they’ve ever been. Tomorrow
I’m going to be at the Students for Life
Conference with 2,000 college students
interested in defending the most vulnerable among us. As someone who’s a little
bit older, I can’t tell you how exciting

MCFL President Anne Fox presented Rachel Coolidge, office manager for
Texas Congressman Steve Stockman, with a certificate proclaiming Massachusetts' adoption of Stockman as 'Honorary Congressman.' "In recognition of his
whole-hearted commitment to life, Congressman Stockman represents Texas
36th and Massachusetts 10th Districts."
that is. Back when I was a student we
didn’t have Students for Life and we had
to figure out how to run pro-life groups
on our own.
New continued his rapid-fire run-down
of pro-life accomplishments over the
years. “The pro-life movement’s outreach
efforts have been very effective. 40 Days
for Life has inspired countless people
to engage in prayerful ministry outside
of abortion clinics. Silent No More organizes post-abortive women with a
powerful message about the ugly truth
behind abortion. Feminists for Life are
making college campuses more amenable for pregnant and parenting students.

“Politics is important, but it’s not the
only thing we do. There’s all kinds of
things you can to do to stop abortion
at the local level whether it’s supporting
your local crisis pregnancy center, sidewalk counseling, prayer, or supporting
your state or local pro-life chapter. The
numbers are going down so we know
our outreach efforts are succeeding. Be
optimistic about the future.
New concluded with encouragement,
“Every social movement has setbacks,
but in the end our efforts will be rewarded. March today with pride and conviction knowing that we’re on the right side
of this question.” Video

Professor Michael New Talks About Web
Sites Dedicated to Pro-Life Research
Professor Michael New is an assistant
professor of political science at the University of Michigan, Dearborn, a fellow
at the Witherspoon Institute, and an
adjunct scholar at the Charlotte Lozier
Institute in Washington, D. C. He is a
frequent contributor to Lifenews.com
where he exposes the statistical flaws in
studies and analyzes the impact of state
laws on abortion. One recent analysis
concerned whether contraception was
responsible in preventing teen births.
Another quantified the impact of prolife laws on the abortion rate.
MCFL News talked to Professor New
at the MCFL Caucus on January 25.
MCFL News: How do we know
that pro-life efforts have saved lives
over the past 40 years? What are
some of the factors involved in the
dropping numbers of abortions?
New: One thing is anecdotal, young
physicians are just not interested in becoming abortion providers. But we’ve
seen, especially since the 1990s, that
regulating abortion has the effect of
making abortion rates go down. A child
conceived today has a better chance of
being born than was the case twenty
years ago.

MCFL News: You see so many conflicting studies concerning abortion. How
do people know what research is valuable?
New: It’s important not to buy into
mainstream media spin. They will nuance the results in a way to further their
agenda. Be wary of the spin that advocacy groups put on research. Read a variety
of perspectives.
There are two really good places to go
for pro-life research: The Charlotte Lozier Institute and Reproductive Research
Audit.
MCFL News: What’s the most important thing that the pro-life movement
has done to save the lives of unborn children?
New: There are really two things. One is
getting the government out of abortion
funding. The Hyde Amendment which
bans almost all federal abortion funding
has been enormously effective. The other
is changing hearts and minds.
Pro-life Research Sites
Charlotte Lozier Institute
http://www.lozierinstitute.org/
Reproductive Research Audit
http://reproductiveresearchaudit.com

MCFL Assembly for Life Packs Faneuil Hall
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The MCFL Assembly for Life at Faneuil Hall in Boston on January 27. Dr. David Franks told the audience, "This great hall is the aesthetics of civic virtue."
I once was lost, but now am found.
Was blind, but now I see.

T

he hymn 'Amazing Grace' recounts the beginning of the spiritual conversion of John Newton
(1725-1807), an English sailor living a
life of degeneracy and active involvement
in the slave trade. Newton's conversion
began in 1748, when he called out for
God's mercy and saving grace during a
terrifying and brutal ocean storm. Although finding mercy, Newton did not
immediately forsake slave trading and
continued in the practice for the remainder of his career at sea. Newton became
a minister in 1764. 'Amazing Grace'
was written in 1779, but it was not until 1785 that Newton began to publicly
repent his involvement in the slave trade
and to speak out against slavery.
The theme that grace allows us to
‘see,’ to recognize the truth and its implications, bound the four compelling
speakers at MCFL’s Assembly for Life
on January 27 at Faneuil Hall in Boston. Through two powerful stories and
a heady dose of philosophy, the speakers
testified to the truth that the defense of
innocent human life is a reasonable enterprise. The relationship between faith
and reason is what makes it possible to
recognize the true and the good.

Master of Ceremonies, Jaymie Stuart
Wolfe, filled in for the ailing keynote
speaker, former Planned Parenthood facility director Abby Johnson. Wolfe kept
the audience spellbound by reading the
opening of the book Unplanned, Johnson’s story of life at the abortion industry giant and her pro-life and spiritual
conversion. Johnson had been director
for several years when one day she was
asked to hold the probe for an ultrasound guided abortion. “I didn’t know
that the next ten minutes would change

will remember forever. I still remember
every detail about October 7, 1983, the
day I had my abortion,” Connor-Morse
began. Although being a married woman, she wanted to continue her education and career paths, goals which would
be impeded by motherhood.
A brief feeling of relief quickly gave
way to the need to suppress the painful feelings of loss. Connor-Morse said,
“My denial turned to overeating and a
weight problem, depression, panic attacks, and suicide attempts. I divorced,
married again and divorced again. The
counselors I saw said that abortion was
okay, that life without children was freedom.
“Despite all the pain I still believed
that abortion was a woman’s right. Just
because abortion wasn’t right for me,
abortion was still necessary and perfectly
justifiable in our society, wasn’t it? How
could a woman truly be free without her
rightful escape hatch from the slavery
of motherhood? I had to be right about
this, my mental health hinged precariously on my being right. My mental
health hinged on seeing abortion as
necessary. Abortion was necessary as an
escape hatch from the slavery of motherhood. Wasn’t it?”
“I finally found the love of my life, my
husband Steve who married a depressed,
unfulfilled and broken woman. But he

“The predominant social script is that children are a
block to human fulfillment. This is why women say
they have no choice.”
- Dr. David Franks

the course of my life,” Johnson wrote.
Unexpectedly confronted with a startlingly clear and complete image of the
baby, Johnson finds herself filled with
warm memories of her own daughter’s
ultrasound. Suddenly, the happy reverie
is suddenly replaced by anxiety, “What
am I going to see? My stomach tightened, I don’t want to see what is going
to happen.” Video of Wolfe’s reading
Johnson finds her reaction stunning,
a refutation of what she had come to
believe was Planned Parenthood’s mission, to prevent unwanted pregnancies
and reduce the number of abortions.
“I believed Planned Parenthood saved
women’s lives,” Johnson wrote.
What really enables Johnson to ‘see’
is the comment she remembers from her
husband Doug. “ ‘When you were pregnant with Grace it wasn’t a fetus, it was
a baby.’ This hit me like a lightning bolt,
but he was right. What was in this woman’s womb just a moment ago was alive,
it wasn’t just tissue or just cells. It was a
human baby fighting for life, a battle lost
in a blink of an eye. What I believed and
taught and defended, was a lie.”
Johnson’s moment of grace was the
recognition of the humanity common
to both the baby scheduled for abortion
and her own unborn daughter.
Cori Connor-Morse testified to the
truth of the price paid for denying, “what
Assembly Emcee Jaymie Stuart Wolfe we can’t not know,” as she recounted
played the theme from Schindler's List the damaging emotional and psychoto honor International Holocaust Re- logical effects of her abortion experience.
membrance Day.
“There are certain dates you think you

Cori Connor-Morse speaks as former
MCFL President Joe Reilly looks on.
the prayerful ministry that witnesses
outside of abortion facilities. “We are
cursed and ridiculed for our beliefs, but
my religious beliefs formed when I realized the truth about life. We have the
chance to save lives if we give witness to
life. Like George Bailey in ‘It’s a Wonderful Life,’ our lives touch each other’s
in countless and miraculous ways. I pray
that my child, whom I named Patrick, is
touching your life today in some meaningful and heartfelt way.” Video
In his opening remarks to the Assembly, MCFL Chairman and St. John’s
Seminary Theology Professor, Dr. David
Franks, echoed Connor-Morse’s rationalization for abortion. “The predominant social script is that children are a
block to human fulfillment,” Franks
said. “This is why women say they have
no choice.”
Franks called for a recommitment to the
pro-life movement.”We are being called
to act with the passionate prudence embodied by Abraham Lincoln. We need to
pray to the Father for the spirit of discernment. There is something great that
the Father is asking you to do.
He continued, “We can convert the
Commonwealth and make it consistent
with the ideals that were debated in this
very hall, the most basic ideals about the
rights of man, about every single human life as being endowed by the Creator with inalienable rights - the first of
which is life. This was never in doubt
when it was debated here.”
Franks spoke of the power of faith
from the Christian perspective. “When
the word of the Father is spoken, when
Christ is spoken, he means to be spoken

loved me anyway and love has a way of
healing things.
“I started hearing pro-life messages, stories of women who were suffering from
the circumstances of their abortions. The
‘what-ifs’ didn’t leave me alone and I finally came to the realization that there
must be something - a better way for
women, something better than a life of
regret.”
Desperate, Connor-Morse met with
a priest and her life changed again. “I
needed to internalize the truth about my
abortion. The truth was that that six to
eight week old fetus that I was assured
was not a living being yet, was in fact, a
baby. He was my baby. And he was my
only baby. I like to think that I would
have chosen to keep him had I known
all that.” She continued her healing with
counseling from Project Rachel and discovered that
many women were also
struggling
with the aftermath of their
abortions
through promiscuity, divorce, depression, anxiety,
and addiction.
ConnorMorse now
c o o rd i n a t e s
40 Days for Dr. David Franks listens along with Pastor Nick Granitsas of
Life in Lynn, Revere's First Congregational Church.

Assembly for Life: Seeing the Truth, Spreading the Message

that will pass away if we do not preserve
(L to R) Former MCFL Presidents Joe Reilly, Phil Moran, Madeline McComish,
Current MCFL President Anne Fox, MCFL Board Chairman Dr. David Franks,
Pastor Nick Granitsis, and former MCFL Presidents Elinor Rafferty, Anne Scarpato and Roy Scarpato.
to the darkness of our hopeless struggles.
If we receive Him there he will explode
the hopelessness from the inside. He will
overcome because He has overcome.”
The pro-life movement must be able to
state its case for those who do not share
our religious belief. “We have to make
a natural law case about the basic embryology,” Franks said. “Human life exists from conception. What do you do
with human life? You don’t kill the most
powerless. The most powerless human
life requires more of our responsibility,
not less.
“Believers at some point are going to
have to evangelize because we know that
love wins, because the Father loves every
single one of us and He is the reason any
human being exists at all.
Continued Franks, “Cardinal O’Malley
recently cited Pope John Paul II who
said, ‘Faith has to become a culture or
it isn’t faith at all. It must become enfleshed in the rhythms of everyday life.’
“Roe v Wade epitomizes the modern
disconnect of faith and reason. The fundamental battle we’re facing in the culture of death is who controls? Who is
king? Who gets to determine the course
of my life? Do I choose the course of my
life or is it a gift to me?”
“Virtue and learning are beautiful things

Auxiliary Bishop of Boston Arthur
Kennedy said the pro-life movement
needs to help save the culture.

them. This hall is the aesthetics of civic
virtue. The darkness and barbarism that
comes to swamp all beautiful things is
precisely the barbarism that comes to
kill the powerless when they are inconvenient.
Franks concluded, “Why are women
still getting abortions even as more
people are recoiling from the reality of
abortion? They have a sense of what
their life should be like and they don’t

be raised lest you discover answers that
are not politically correct. This results
in childish thinking, thinking which is
incapable of getting to the central issues
that are at the core of human life.
“Previously, there was significant openness to all of the questions. In the context of understanding ethics and morals,
in the understanding of literature, we
were brought visions of moral life and
visions of virtue. It challenged people,
young people especially, to realize what it
means that in order to be happy, there’s a
need for the good.
“This has been closed off. Sent off to
college and instead of being able to engage in the issues as their forefathers did,
young people are now prevented from
discussing and reasoning out the kinds
of things that are necessary in order to
make sense of this present society and
culture. This is the problem, the inability
to reason things out.
“It’s important that the pro-life movement have the capacity to call upon people to reason things out. We need to reopen minds of people to consider what
is the true good and what is the beginning of life. The movement is not only
concerned with savings lives, it has the
crucial dimension of saving the culture.”
Another ‘friend’ is German philosopher
Eric Voegelin. Said Bishop Kennedy,

“The pro-life movement is not only concerned with
savings lives, it has the crucial dimension of saving the
culture.”
- Auxiliary Bishop Arthur Kennedy
feel as if they have another choice. That
social script that tells young women that
a child is a block to human fulfillment, if
we do not interrupt and give an alternative script, we will not overcome abortion. The best way to give another script
is to live a counter-cultural life. Fill your
home with light, learning, and an appreciation of the beautiful, an island of
sanity in a nation going insane.” Video
Arthur Kennedy, Auxiliary Bishop of
the Archdiocese of Boston told the Assembly audience that the pro-life movement had a heady task to accomplish.
The movement must not only endeavor
to save the lives of the unborn and vulnerable, its task is also to help save the
culture itself.
The problems afflicting today’s culture
spring from a spiritual disease that undermines reason. “Reason is the key to
converting hearts and minds,” Bishop
Kennedy began. “The pro-life movement needs to look for ‘friends’ to help
in the recovery of the spiritual dimension of human intelligence.”
One of the ‘friends’ cited by Bishop
Kennedy was Alan Bloom whose “The
Closing of the American Mind” is celebrating its 25th anniversary. The book
described how mainstream culture, especially higher education, succeeded in
closing minds so that people are no longer able to think deeply about the most
important things in life.
Said Kennedy, “What was happening
in the universities was not a willingness
to examine everything, but a massive
closure of certain questions that cannot

true, reasonable, meaningful, and clever,
and also, by inverse reflection, from ideas
of what is stupid.’
Bishop Kennedy continued, “In other
words, the recovery and protection of
true ideas of reason, truth, freedom, and
dignity, depend in part upon our clearly
understanding the mental aberrations,
oversights and presumptions that have
undermined the cogency of these concepts in contemporary thought and social life.
“We are now in a culture where many
things have to be unlearned so that we
can arrive at what is true. This movement is so much a part of helping to unlearn in this society and culture what has
been taken over by the prevailing myth.
Dr. Voegelin called this ‘a disease of the
spirit.’ a disease of that dynamism that
s present in every child, in our lives, in
memory. This disease of the spirit is what
infects our culture. We who are able to
use faith and reason bring to it the very
remedy that it desperately needs. What
we are doing is of crucial nature to the
entire society that we are leaving for our
children.”
Bishop Kennedy concluded, “Gratitude
to you for your commitment, the very
thing that Bloom realizes is missing in
those who have suffered the closing of
the American mind. We see this in institutions that are gradually collapsing into
the ground. You are here to be part of the
process of pulling them back up.”
Video of Bishop Kennedy’s talk

“Voegelin’s 1964 lecture course ‘Hitler
and the Germans,’ analyzed the spiritual
debility characterizing German society
during the time of Hitler and critiqued
the present day German intellectual and
spiritual life. In it Voegelin talked about
Austrian novelist Robert Musil’s lecture
on stupidity at a time when Germany
was in a state of moral collapse.
Wrote Musil, ‘The moral concepts,
freedom and reason, which have come
down to us as tokens of human dignity...
have not been in the very best of health...
Our task will be to complete the transition to a new regenerative understanding
of these concepts. In carrying out this activity we need help from ideas of what is

The Blackstone Valley Catholic Youth Choir under the direction of Michael Olbash performed two pieces, Ave Maria and the Magnificat. Video

More Photos of the MCFL Assembly for Life

Jaymie Stuart Wolfe’s son, Kyril, a senior at the Newman School in Boston,
plays “Amazing Grace” as he walks
along the top of the balcony.

The Blackstone Valley Catholic Youth Choir and audience members listen to
the program at the MCFL Assembly for Life on January 27.

Photos by Edward Boylan

Banquet Committee Seeks
Nominations for Pro-Life Awards

Banquet Chair Bea Martins
Do you know a Pro-life Hero? I bet
you do! They are ordinary people who
through diligence and willingness to give
of themselves, accomplish great things to
help the Pro-life movement. These heroes are in your local community. They
have been supporting MCFL’s Pro-Life
mission for many years!
Each year at the annual MCFL Fundraising Banquet, we take time to recognize these heroes. Consider who has
been doing these heroic things quietly
every day, supporting our Pro-life mission. Thought of one? Great! How do
you get this person recognized?
Send in a write-up, one page or less,
explaining why your nominee should
be awarded the “Pro-Life Community
Award.” Please list nominee’s contact

information. Do not tell the person you
are nominating them, we want them to
be pleasantly surprised. If you have any
questions about the process, please email
Bea Martins at bjmartins@comcast.net
or call 508-415-2599.
Nominees will be judged on the following criteria:
Pro-Life Community Award (May be
awarded to a person or organization):
1) The person or organization's pro-life
contributions are evident in the community.
2) The person/organization is a supporter of the MCFL mission.
Describe how the individual/organization has supported the MCFL mission:
financial support, material support, time
and personal involvement or public participation. These are sample attributes
the person/org. has demonstrated. The
nominee does not have to exhibit all of
these to be chosen.
3) The person/organization has been involved for 3 or more years.
4) Email your nomination to bjmartins@comcast.net or mail to MCFL,
Inc. C/O Pro-Life Community Awards,
The Schrafft Center, 529 Main St., Suite
1M9, Boston, MA 02129.
5) Nominations must be postmarked /
received in email by Wed., May 1, 2013

Juliana Wolfe, a 7th grader at St. Patrick’s School in Stoneham, reads her
prize-winning essay about life in Russia before her adoption by the Wolfes.

The Blackstone Valley Catholic Youth Choir.

Through an outright Estate Gift
or by leaving a percentage of your
Estate you can make a real and
substantial impact on our Mission.

Order the helpful booklet, "How To Make A Will That Works"
free with no obligation. Call us at 617-242-4199 or email action@
masscitizensforlife.org

McCrum: Bridge Needs to Connect Pro-Life Youth to Movement

NRLC Summer Academy Director
Megan McCrum speaks at the Kennedy Caucus Room on Jan. 25.

M

egan McCrum, Administrative Assistant, Legislative Assistant at the National Right
to Life Committee and Director of the
NRLC Summer Academy began her
presentation at the Jan. 25 MCFL Washington, D.C. Caucus by saying that the
entire pro-life movement was encouraged by the Massachusetts defeat of doctor-prescribed suicide. McCrum talked
about bringing the growing numbers of
pro-life youth into the movement.
“The day after the 1973 Roe v Wade
decision, the New York Times ran this
headline, ‘Supreme Court Settles Abortion Issue.’ Clearly, the issue is not settled. Throughout the last 40 years the
pro-life movement has been changing
hearts and minds and has kept abortion
a live issue. The heartfelt compassion towards mothers is the biggest testament
to the truth of the pro-life cause which is
growing with young people.”
McCrum cited a 2010 Gallup poll that
noted, “while all age groups are becoming more pro-life, it’s particularly young
people who are becoming attached to the
pro-life label in significant numbers.” A
2012 poll of young people aged 18-34
found a 7% decrease in those who identify as pro-choice. Said McCrum, “The

pro-abortion forces are alarmed at this
trend as a threat to their existence."
McCrum recounted a story told by retiring NARAL President Nancy Keenan.
“Nancy Keenan has said that her side
is losing the ‘intensity gap’ with young
people, calling the abortion establishment ‘the post-menopausal militia.’ She
was getting off a train at Union Station
in Washington, D.C. during a recent
March for Life. Seeing the crowds Keenan remarked, ‘There are so many of them
and they are so young.'
“There’s a critical bridge that has to be
built between being pro-life movement
and coming to the March for Life which
is a wonderful testament, and living it
out in our daily lives in order to change
the world. There are a lot of programs
we are developing to give our youth the
tools they need to be able to go out and
change the world.”
“The Life and Leadership Camp Initiative started in Wisconsin as a camp
where kids could spend the night, have
campfires, play Capture the Flag, but
also learn how to communicate the prolife message in a way that would connect
with their peers. This grass-roots camp
effort has spread to numerous other
states."
Continued McCrum, “National Right
to Life came together with those states
to create a ‘camp in a box’ program as a
model for states who want to have their
own camp programs. Pro-life kids coming to the camp get support from their
peers and practice in presenting the material to those who may not understand
the pro-life message.”
The pro-life camp curriculum covers
the issues of abortion, and the growing
threats of assisted-suicide and euthanasia. “People who have grown up prolife know how to talk about the baby,”
McCrum said. “It’s harder to talk about
someone who’s deemed to have a poor
quality of life. We have to be educated in
order to defend these people.”

Matt Hanafin (center), Robert Powell Center for Medical Ethics' Burke Balch
(left) and rest of the 2012 NRLC Summer Academy in Washington, D.C.
“Running a camp in Virginia was one
of the most rewarding experiences I’ve
ever been a part of. The kids come away
with a great sense of what they want to
do. Many were excited to start pro-life
camps in their high schools, it was very
empowering.”
The National Right to Life Academy
is an intensive five week program for
college-age students surveying a wide
range of issues. McCrum cited MCFL’s
Matt Hanafin as a “stellar and stand-out
graduate” of the 2012 NRLC Academy.
“We dig deeper into the issues looking at
the philosophy and policies of the prolife ethic. We examine the data and evidence. Students are prepared using mock
interviews and mock lobbying.
“Academy graduates are already working and applying this knowledge in their
fields. One graduate is legislative director for Texas Right to Life. Another is
a seminarian who is bringing his group
to the March. Others are teachers in
the public school system, social workers
and nurses, they are working in different
ways, but they are all equipped to spread
the pro-life message."

McCrum concluded by reading a portion of a speech, “We Shall Not Grow
Weary, We Shall Not Rest,” given by Fr.
Richard John Neuhaus at the National
Right to Life Convention shortly before
his death. “To be recruited to the cause
of the culture of life is to be recruited
for the duration. Perhaps you can specify
when you knew you were recruited. At
that moment you could have said, it’s
terrible that in this country alone nearly
4,000 innocent children are killed every
day, but there are so many terrible things
happening. You could have said, Am I
my infant brother’s keeper? What can I
do about it? You could have said that,
but you didn’t. You knew then and there
that you were recruited to contend for
the culture of life, and that you were recruited for the duration.”
Added McCrum, “All of our young
people will ensure that we will be around
for the duration.”
Video of McCrum’s talk

Student Lobby Days, Academies, Contests Provide Training
for the Pro-Life Generation

Students from St. Brendan’s Youth
Group not only packed the room on
Lobby Day in 2012, many participated in the MCFL Oratory Contest and
Summer Academy as well.

T

he 2012 Student Lobby Day
was so popular that late-arrivals
could only find seating on the
floor. To accommodate everyone who
would like to take advantage of this
unique opportunity, MCFL plans to
hold multiple days this school year.

Teachers of biology, civics, history,
home schoolers, scout leaders, etc may
arrange days. MCFL suggests groups of
15 - 30 students, age middle school and
up, although younger siblings may be
able to join, space permitting.
MCFL will provide presentations by
legislators, briefings on right to life legislation, lunch, and a private tour of the
State House.
If you are interested in arranging a
Lobby Day, please contact MCFL Legislative Director, Eva Murphy at emurphy@masscitizensforlife.org, or 617242-4199 Ext. 221.
Additional Youth Outreach
Dr. Mildred Fay Jefferson Oratory Contest: For high school juniors and seniors.
Winner and guardian go to the National
Right to Life Committee Convention to
take part in the NRLC Jane B. Thomp-

son Oratory Contest. MCFL
runs this contest every two years.
MCFL Summer Academy: For
high school students. A six week
course, one afternoon or evening
a week. Speakers present topics
such as fetal development, stem
cell research, Roe v. Wade, federal and state legislation, lobbying,
apologetics and more.
National Right to Life Academy: For college students from Lobbyist Eva Murphy explains bills filed by
around the country. Training is MCFL in the 2011-2012 legislative session.
six weeks in Washington, D.C.
on the life issues, lobbying, organizing, topic is “Why I am pro-life.”
fund-raising and all aspects of the work
of the movement.
For more information on the Oratory
National Right to Life Pro-Life Essay Contest and MCFL Summer Academy
Contest: The Senior Essay Contest is go to massprolife.com
for Grades 10 - 12 and the Junior Essay For information on the NRLC Academy
Contest is open to Grades7 - 9. The essay and Essay Contest go to www.nrlc.org

Focus on Abortion and Euthanasia Issues in Massachusetts
A Message From President Anne Fox

"Our 40 years have not been spent in the desert," said MCFL President Anne
Fox at the Assembly for Life on Jan. 27. "We've been working very hard and
moving along. There are hundreds of laws at the state level that are cutting way
down on the numbers of abortions. We are going to be here for a while."
November 6, 2012.
Question 2 on the Massachusetts
Ballot.
Results: 49% - 51%.
Doctor Prescribed Suicide lost.

T

o read any news article about the
issue, of which there are many
because of new bills filed, you
would think the forces of death had
won. You would think so because they
say so. The articles all parrot Compassion and Choices which announced on
Nov. 7th that two points is nothing and
that they had won because they opened
the dialogue in the Northeast. Some
headlines even say that and the sponsors
of DPS bills in New Hampshire, Vermont, Connecticut, and New Jersey all

say that.
Now they have gone ahead and filed
a bill to legalize DPS in Massachusetts.
You are right, they can’t do a ballot question this year but can file a bill – the
same bill! Of course we will work to
defeat this bill. And I am working with
the people in the other states in the Northeast because we have experience here
in MA. In Presidential elections, a 2%
win is a mandate. Apparently the only
reason they didn’t file the bill on Nov 7th
was that the clerk would not have accepted it then.
What a lesson for us that these advocates, whose first step on the way to government controlled euthanasia is DPS,
never, never give up. We, whose goal is
to protect life from conception to natu-

ral death, must work harder than they
do. After all, our cause is righter.
For the 188th Session of the General
Court of Massachusetts, Mass. Citizens
has once again filed a full pro-life legislative agenda. The bills are geared toward reducing abortions, protecting the
unborn and infants and educating and
informing the public about the value of
life and the horror of anti-life policy.
The Woman’s Right to Know Act - Bill
Number: H1565.
The bill would require that abortion
providers offer women more complete
information about abortion and fetal
development. A woman seeking an
abortion would also be given a chance
to see a sonogram of her child. A 24
hour waiting period would be required.
The Massachusetts Sex-Selected Abortion Ban - Bill Number: H1567.
This bill would ban abortions for the
purposes of selecting the sex of a child.
The Massachusetts Partial Birth Abortion Ban - Bill Number: H1452.
This bill would impose a state ban to
complement the Federal Ban on partial
birth abortions. It would allow for more
complete enforcement.
The Taxpayer Conscience Protection
Act - Bill Number: H2542.
This bill would allow taxpayers the
opportunity to indicate on their state
tax return that they would like the
portion of their taxes usually spent on
state-funded abortions to instead fund
the Baby Safe Haven program.
Massachusetts Citizens for Life is also
supporting several bills, not proposed
by us, that work toward a greater respect for human life and dignity:

Massachusetts Second Victim Act -Bill
Number: H1404.
This bill would alter the General Law
to ensure that unborn children killed in
the commission of a murder are legally
treated as a second victim of the crime.
The Massachusetts Fetal Pain Act Bill Number: H1930.
This bill would educate the public by
requiring that the victims of abortion be
anesthetized before the abortion if the
unborn child is 20 gestational weeks old
or older. The bill would expose the fact
that unborn children feel pain.
Sex Education Parental Consent Act Bill Number: H466.
This bill would require that so-called
“sex education” programs in public
schools be entirely voluntary. Parents
would be given at least five (5) days
notice and would have to give consent.
This will protect children and allow
parents to keep their children from
being taught dangerous lessons such as
how to procure secret abortions. Rep.
Bradley H. Jones has proposed a similar
and complementary bill, H431 “An Act
relative to parental notification.”
Massachusetts Citizens for Life opposes
the following bill:
An Act affirming a terminally ill patient’s right to compassionate aid in
dying - Bill Number 1998.
This is the same bill that has been filed
in the legislature the past several years
and is the same wording as that in Ballot
Question 2.
The Mass. Citizens web site has excellent analyses of the bills and will be
adding others that we support or oppose
during the next few weeks.

Youth Correspondent Sees Great Hope at the March for Life in Washington
By Margaret O'Brien

T

here is hope for the future. I can
confidently say this after having
attended this year’s March for
Life. One of the most rewarding aspects
of going to the March is seeing the huge
numbers of people that turn out, especially the youth. My generation is definitely represented. We intend to stand
up for life at all costs and we intend to
keep fighting; there will be change.
We arrived in Washington D.C. at
about 8 o’clock and went to St. Mary’s
Church; a beautiful old church that reverently celebrated the Holy Mass. It was
offered in honor of Nellie Gray, pro-life
activist and founder of the March for
Life, who passed away in August 2012.
Afterwards, we decided to pay a visit to
our Massachusetts Senators John Kerry
and Elizabeth Warren. Although we
tried both offices, it was reported that
neither Kerry nor Warren was in that
day. We expected as much since both of
our senators are vehemently pro-death,
but it would have been nice to tell them
how WE feel about life. We left our
names and our cause with their secretaries, imploring our senators to change
their positions on life.

With March time approaching, we
started heading back towards the Mall.
Along the way, we ran into former presidential candidate Rick Santorum and
his family. He said he was proud to be
out with us this day, marching for life.
After sharing some words and taking a
picture with him, we had lunch on the
steps of the Smithsonian’s museum of
Natural History. It was cold outside but
that didn’t matter. The mutual excitement and love for babies was in the air;
so many people all around us supporting
and defending the right to life. I think
just being present at the March gets you
more determined deep inside to fight for
the unborn at all costs.
The crowds were already gathering on
the Mall lawn and we joined in to listen
to the speeches. It was great to hear so
many moving, powerful speeches made
by people of all kinds who truly care for
life. I was particularly moved by hearing
true stories of survival made by those
who were born out of rape. The cheering and animation of the whole crowd
of the some 450,000 people sent a feeling of determination and excitement to
everyone. Gradually, we drifted into the

Rick Santorum’s daughter Sarah took this photo of Margaret O'Brien's group in
Washington, D.C. on January 25.
moving crowd and began the March. All
around us were people, people and more
people! Trying to look ahead or behind
was virtually impossible due to the incredible number of people. As we continued, we heard many chants and songs
about life and babies. It was an awesome
atmosphere and you could just feel the
vibe of excitement in the crowd.

We continued all the way to the Supreme Court building where the March
concluded. Even if our government refuses to accept that abortion is wrong,
our generation of kids, teens and young
adults will not stop until Roe v. Wade is
overturned and all life is protected.

Conrad Heaslip Has Many Reasons to Smile

C

onrad Heaslip may be the fifth
boy in a family of seven brothers, but don't tell the young man
that he's not special. Conrad's story, his
prenatal misdiagnosis of Down Syndrome and the pressure put on his mom
Kathleen to abort, was featured as “Tragic Choices” in the March/April 2009 issue of the MCFL News.
In 2005, Kathleen Heaslip rejected her
first set of doctors for their suggestion
that 'choosing to terminate' was the best
answer for the problems that a Downs
child would face. Even with a more supportive medical team, Heaslip noticed
that doctors were confounded by her insistence on keeping an imperfect child.
Said Heaslip, “After Conrad's birth, it
took me a month to ask the doctor if
Conrad had Down Syndrome. Nobody
had mentioned it.”
Conrad received a correct prenatal diagnosis of a cleft lip and palate. He was
operated on by world-renowned plastic
surgeon Dr. John Mulliken of Boston's
Children's Hospital. “Conrad's surgery
was such a success that his 'after' photo
has been chosen to give to parents considering corrective surgery for their own
child,” Heaslip said proudly. ”
"Conrad turned 7 years old in January,"
continued Heaslip. "He's very active and

inquisitive. He plays baseball and soccer,
and will start wrestling in a few years to
follow in the footsteps of his older champion brothers. Conrad goes to speech
therapy once a month, and we're very
happy with his articulation. He will have
more surgery in a few years to strengthen the palate. Conrad's very sensitive
toward other children and loves babies.
Since he was 4 years old, his dream has
been to own a diner. We hope he sets his
sights a little higher, because he's a very
bright boy."
Stories continue to mount of prenatal
misdiagnoses due to faulty interpretation
on fetal ultrasounds and pressure being
put on women to abort children diagnosed with serious birth defects. These
women learn that their child either had
no serious condition such as Down Syndrome, or that, as in Conrad Heaslip's
case, the defect is correctable by surgery.
90% of babies diagnosed in utero with
Down Syndrome are aborted.
Conrad Heaslip's character was especially evident on his last yearly follow-up
visit at Children's Hospital. Such is Dr.
Mulliken's imposing persona that young
doctors live in dread of making a mistake in his presence. “Conrad showed
up at his appointment wearing his own
pair of false nose and eyeglasses,” Hea-

Conrad Heaslip at seven years old (above) and at age 3 with mom Kathleen
(below) in 2009.
slip laughed. “You could see the appreciation in the faces of other doctors who
wouldn't have dreamed of making a joke
in front of Dr. Mulliken. But Conrad is
a real character. He wasn't intimidated
at all.”
Help is available for parents who have
been given a troubling prenatal diagnosis. Call 1-800-57WOMAN for a 24
hour, toll-free helpline.

Letter Testifies to the Beauty of Adopting a Russian Daughter

The Keough family: William, Pierce, Katrina, Krysta, and Paul of Hingham.
By Priscilla Keough

I

was driving home listening to the radio in late December when I heard
the news that the Russian Parliament
had voted to stop citizens of the U.S.
from adopting Russian children. The
announcer went on to say that Valdmir
Puthin said that he saw no reason not to
sign the bill into law. Those words jarred
me and brought me back to almost 13
years earlier.
It was a cold Tuesday in February when
my husband and I were told the time had
finally arrived. We were to be on a plane
on Sunday heading to Russia to pick
up the beautiful little girl we had only
seen in photos and on video; a little girl
with big bows on either side of her head,
warm brown eyes, and a huge beautiful

smile; the newest member of our family,
Katrina. Four of us headed out that Sunday, my husband, my oldest son, Paul,
12, and my daughter Krysta, 10. We left
behind our two other sons, William and
Pierce, and headed out on a journey that
would bring us to the eastern most point
of Europe, the Ural Mountains, and into
a new family.
Ufa, the city our daughter was born
in, has snow falling pretty much from
October to April. In February, we saw
people skating down the sidewalks, literally on skates, to get around. A baby
carriage was actually a sled. We knew the
sun was out because the day was light,
but we couldn’t see it through the clouds
and continually falling snow.
Our daughter, 2 at the time, lived in
an orphanage that was old and in need of

repair, but the people who worked there
were very loving and kind toward our
daughter and us. The day we left the orphanage will be imprinted in my memory forever. It was the first and last time
the children who lived there got to see
us. The staff informed us that the children who live there are always waiting
for their parents to arrive and take them
home. So they are not allowed to meet
the adults who come, because it is too
painful for those who must remain behind without a family. As we were piling
into the van with Katrina, all her little
friends stood outside, waving and saying
“paca Nina,” “goodbye Nina.”
We arrived home to hugs and kisses,
balloons, cake, and presents. Katrina,
even though she couldn’t understand a
word we spoke immediately fell right
into our family life. But I couldn’t help
thinking about those many thousands of
other Russian orphans, waiting for their
families to come and bring them home.
According to a 2002 Russian study, during the first two years that Russian orphans “age-out” of the system, (meaning they must leave the orphanages), 10
precent of them commit suicide, over a
third of them end up homeless, while 25
percent commit crimes in order to survive, with almost half of the girls forced
into prostitution. Children in Russia age
out of the system at 16 years old.
After Christmas my family went on
a trip to Atlanta. While there we visited
CNN headquarters. In the plaza area
they had an enormous television showing CNN news. It just so happened that

the story they were covering was the sad
story about Russia ending her adoption
ties with the US. The featured guest was
Tatyana McFadden. Tatyana is a U.S.
paralympic gold medalist, born with spinal bifida and wheelchair bound. Tatyana
was adopted from a Russian orphanage
at the age of six. Tatyana said, “Everyone needs a home and children just need
the love and care from a family,” at that
point my daughter, who had been sitting
there quietly listening, turned to the side
and mumbled, “that’s right, that’s all we
want; love and a family.”
Priscilla Keough, a long-time member of
the South Shore Chapter, has shared her
talents in many capacities for MCFL,
serving on the Board of Directors, chairing the Dr. Jefferson Oratory Contest,
and developing a regional essay contest for
junior and high school students. She also
chairs the pro-life committee at St. Paul's
in Hingham and teaches classes at Friends
of the Unborn in Quincy.
Editor's Update: The law banning the
adoption of Russian children by American families has been postponed until
2014. Cases that would have been put
in limbo by the law's enaction in Jan. 1,
2013 can now go forward.
The United States and Russia have a
bilateral adoption agreement. The agreement requires a twelve months notice for
withdrawal from the agreement. Reports
say that the agreement will be annulled
in early January 2014.

Letters to the Editor
Backers Acknowledge
the Danger of Medication Abortion
Although I think all induced abortions are abhorrent, a surprising number
of abortion supporters are popping up,
critical of one particular type of abortion
called medication abortion (the abortion
pill) because of its danger to abortive
women.
Planned Parenthood is also being hammered by these ordinarily supportive
critics for its self-serving advocacy of this
abortion method. Despite this criticism,
at the end of last year Planned Parenthood released a “study” that argues that
the abortion pill is “safe.”
Planned Parenthood admits to a reported 385 “serious” complications, including at least one abortion pill-related
death from 2009-2010. This phony
study group consisted of two Planned
Parenthood employees, one member of a
Planned Parenthood advisory group, and
a fourth member who receives financial
compensation from Danco Laboratories,
the U.S. distributor for the abortion pill,
mifepristone.
According to the study’s statistics, the
abortion pill failed for 1,169 women. A
Dec. 20, 2012, Reuters story reported
there were 385 serious complications
during the study period, “including 238
who sought emergency room treatment,
135 who were admitted to the hospital,
114 who had a blood transfusion and 57
who required intravenous antibiotics.”
During the study period, one woman died from an undiagnosed ectopic
pregnancy after a medication abortion.
Seven other women, during medication
abortions, suffered serious but nonfatal
complications from undiagnosed ectopic
pregnancies.
Other non-Planned Parenthood abortionists and abortion advocates advise
strongly against the abortion pill. Jenny
Jerrome, a pro-abortion blogger, said,

“When they found out it was awful, why
didn’t they tell us? Why didn’t the women of Planned Parenthood come out and
say, ‘This is a choice, but it’s a really bad
choice.’ I don’t understand. They are
supposed to be on our side. They know
the abortion pill is awful, yet today, they
still promote it.”
ACCON, a Nebraska abortion facility, said, “Due to the fact that there
have been seven deaths in Canada and
California associated with the use of
Mifeprex, ACCON has stopped offering
medical abortions ”
And Dr. Peter Bours, an Oregon abortionist, stated, “After 10 years experience
providing medical abortions (abortion
pill), we have decided that only in rare
and unusual situations is this method
of abortion the best choice for a woman
seeking an abortion …”
Germaine Greer, also opposed to the
abortion pill, said the following, “These
are violently active chemicals and they
have violent reactions on the organism.
What is the situation in which a woman
would undergo that kind of assault?”
Planned Parenthood annually does approximately 638 medication abortions
on Pleasant Street in Worcester. Local
women abort their babies there, unaware
of the likelihood of their own permanent
injury, the possible danger to their lives
or of the long-term effect of the toxic
drugs on their bodies.
We know they kill 3,000 babies a year.
Will Planned Parenthood be also adding more young mothers to their death
count now?
Roderick P. Murphy is director of Problem
Pregnancy of Worcester Inc.
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Thoughts on the abortion debate
Thomas Edison once said, "God created the body to carry the mind around."
In the 1800's, black people in the south
were predominantly slaves. They were
considered chattel, or property, and
sometimes treated as less than human.
Consider for a moment that there existed in these times, philosophers, educated people, great minds who knew that
slaves were a species of man. Logically
speaking.
All men are created with a mind. Black
people are men. Therefore black people
are created with a mind. And yet, they
were treated as less than human, until
Abraham Lincoln had the courage and
the power to change destiny.
During the German Holocaust, there
existed philosophers, educated people,
great minds who knew that Jews were a
species of man, created with minds, and
yet 6 million minds were destroyed.
In 1973, nine great minds – the justices
of America – gave people the right to
destroy the unborn, the right to destroy
human minds.
Now we have philosophers, educated
people, great minds who know that men
and women are created the way they are
for the sole purpose of procreating human minds.

Memorials
Sylvia Rowe
By MCFL Board of Directors
Lillian O’Donnell
By Elizabeth Gamble
Honore Moran
By MCFL Board of Directors
Anne C. Arcidi
By Charlotte Parker and Ruth Annese
Mary Ram
By Mark and Mary Makuc
Hon. William Keenan
By Dick Carey
Bishop John D’Arcy
By Richard and Joan Carey, Ken and
Anne Fox, MCFL Board of Directors
Maureen (Molly) Slade
By Ken and Anne Fox
C. Everett Koop, M.D.
By the MCFL Board of Directors

Congratulations
Happy 90th Birthday to
Antoinette Bilodeau
By Elizabeth Gamble
The MCFL Board congratulates Cori
Connor-Morse and her husband, Steve,
on the birth of their grand niece,
Margaret Ann Wood.

When a baby is born, try tracing that
life back to conception and make a determination as to which second is that
baby not human. Isn't it strange that the
justices – great minds – upheld a 9-0
vote, a preamble to the Missouri law that
stated the conviction that life begins at
conception? Hurrah. Now I ask you, is
that conviction only true in Missouri, or
is it true among all humankind?
Among all the mammals on earth,
man is the most creative and the most
destructive. Animals do not destroy their
young, yet people with the power to
think wantonly destroy human minds.
If terminating pregnancies were not an
upheaval of human emotion and human
sacrifice, nature would have built into
the body a simple natural mechanism to
expel the unborn.
Finally, not long ago, a woman went to
a hospital to have her 26-week-old fetus
aborted. Down the hall in another room,
a woman prematurely gave birth to a
26-week-old baby. Everything humanly
possible is done to save the baby's life.
Now, I ask you. How is it a human in
one room and not a human in the other?
Tony Di Ianni is chair of the Beverly
Chapter. This letter previously appeared in
the Beverly Citizen.

Congratulations to Ben and Michel
Wetmore and big sister, Adele, on the
birth of Magdalena Maria on Feb. 21
Welcome to Charles Webster Fox
who was born on February 4
By Bill and Madeline McComish,
MCFL Board of Directors, MCFL Staff
Congratulations to 5-year old Katie,
grand niece of Connie and Cathleen
Murphy, who just received a new heart.
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Washington, D.C. March for Life Draws Enormous Crowds

Fr. Brian McGrath (4th from left) led a large group of students from St. Mary's High School and Parish in Westfield, and Holyoke Catholic School.

Pro-Life Youth Movement:
One-third of our generation is missing

O
St. Mary's students sporting their blue MCFL knitted caps.

Testimony at the end of the March.

ver half a million people participated in the 40th March for Life on
January 25, 2013. Many observers,
including Dave Andrusko from the National Right to Life Committee, noted that the
March had drawn a historically large crowd,
with some estimates reaching 650,000.
Numbers of young people carried signs proclaiming 'We Are the Pro-Life Generation.'
Especially poignant were the signs mourning
the loss of one-third of their generation.

Students from Caldwell College in New Jersey.

Marchers acknowledge the loss of a third of a generation to abortion.

While marchers were of all ages, the overwhelming presence of youth showed that the
loss of so many had not gone unremembered.
LifeNews.com quoted Sarah Torre of the DeVos Center for Religion and Civil Society at
The Heritage Foundation. Torre said, "The
now-tired slogans of abortion are no longer
able to convince a new generation that denying life to some will lead to a more just society
and freedom for others."

Marchers on Constitution Avenue.

Students from Catholic University passing by the Supreme Court.

