When I was elected to be your Member of Parliament last
October, I knew there was a challenge ahead of us. My party
received fewer seats in the House of Commons than I
anticipated.
The saving grace was that the Liberals were held to a minority
government. In such a situation, a skilled Opposition can limit
the damage that a misguided party representing a plurality of
Canadians can visit upon our country.
Canada is a Democracy
We can differ on much – but I always bring people back to the notion that
Canada is a democracy; this is a strong word in so many countries yearning for
this type of representative government around the world. In that respect, the
Conservative Party of Canada did not present an alternative during the election
campaign which gained resonance with enough voting Canadians across this
country to become Government.
We need to do better, and I have been working with my colleagues inside our
party to ensure we are prepared to do better in the next election.
But the House of Commons is Shuttered
But I am lately challenged by the very notion that I have championed – that
Canada is a democracy – these past four months. I’ve watched the House of
Commons shut down as a result of a global pandemic.
I personally disagreed that we should close our doors – because I believe that
Parliament is at least as essential a service to Canadians as grocery stores or
construction sites or agricultural processors. And I don’t subscribe to the notion
that we are more precious than those workers who have been required to stay
on the job for our ongoing comforts through this period.
Nevertheless, my party pressed for some modifications that would allow limited
work to continue, and with all party consent, Parliamentarians agreed to give the
Government highly unusual and unaccountable access to limited funds for a

short period of time – so that parliamentarians and our support workers did not
have to expose themselves to the possibility of infection.

Canada is Unique - We have NOT Brought Parliament Back to Work
Fast forward from that decision – to the notion of bringing Parliament back – to
uphold hard-won and invaluable parliamentary roles of holding the Government
of the day to account – and that has disappeared.
We have a Government – unique in the set of functioning democracies in the
world – that has not brought Parliament back to work. The very idea that the
Liberal government finds it favourable to their particular interests to keep
Parliament shuttered speaks to their low regard for this significant institution.
The past four months have seen Parliamentarians take on the role of social
workers and bureaucrats, while we try and make sense of the complex COVID19 program spending. And with every case and reversal that proves that the
programming was ill-designed from the outset, we continue to ‘tweak’ more
programming, to accommodate more applicants in a complex set of programs.
This has become our role – and we have served it well.

But I believe the confusion created by this mix, and the slowness of the
response to problems encountered, betray an intent to continue on the course
we are on; that is, doling out cash to Canadians for various rationale – and
daring any Opposition party to stand up and say, ‘Hold! Enough’ - thus creating
the ‘wedge issue’ to go to the polls for a new mandate from the Canadian
people.
Add to that the dynamic of an ever-more compliant NDP (who have shown they
should take the ‘D’ out of their party name), and we arrive at a point where this
Government can spend at will – and never be held accountable – all during a
minority Parliament.
The Canada Student Service Grant - A Step Too Far
Three weeks ago, I would have bet that we were heading back to the polls for
an election this fall — with the Liberals looking to capitalize on their pandemic
spending popularity, before the days of eventual reckoning.
Then the WE scandal gained headlines, and our examination of the
organization and its qualifications — organizationally and financially — to deliver
a custom made program to pay unemployed youth for volunteer activities this
summer, proved that much was amiss. It appears the Prime Minister’s hubris
went a step too far in declaring that WE Charity was ‘the only organization in
Canada capable of delivering the Canada Student Service Grant’ — which
created guffaws across the country.

I was challenged from the outset by the very nature of the program: to PAY
youth for VOLUNTEER activities. The oxymoron is evident — even during a
pandemic!
There were ample opportunities for paid work for students this summer. The
Government wisely doubled down on their contribution to the Canada Summer
Jobs Program; however, they did so without increasing the budget sufficiently.
When the program was expanded, I reached out to business contacts, and
received dozens more applications. But over half the jobs applied for in Calgary
Centre still did not get funded because the increased funds were insufficient.
That’s real work, real compensation, and real experience for students— and in a
program that doesn’t have to be invented for special purpose (with apparent
considerable influence from the governing party’s friends).

The WE Scandal Changed Everything
As suspected, there was much amiss about the CSSG programming and the
chosen administrator from the outset. And exposing the mismatch of what
Canadian students need has led to some astounding revelations, and we do not
yet have the full story, it’s evident.
I ask, ‘Would the Government have shown such disdain for accountability —
financing and programming and conflict of interest — if they had to face the
Opposition in a functioning Parliament? Not likely. Which tells you some of the
motivation for this minority Government keeping Parliament shuttered.”

Bring Back Parliament
When you see parliamentarians participating in what appears to be the House
of Commons, please pay attention. We are sitting in the House of Commons,
but it is a 'Committee of the Whole' on the Pandemic. The period we have for
questioning (now two times each month for approximately 90 minutes) is not
Question Period – and you will note that the responses are inane.
We are doing what we can with this format to expose the Government’s foibles,
but its function is moot, as the press and most Canadians generally ignore this
forum. It is a charade.
We need your voices to be loud: BRING BACK PARLIAMENT

Please get in touch if there's anything my office can do for you.
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