Some Conservative Accomplishments in
Parliament in 2020
While Conservatives supported the need for urgent pandemic aid early in
the year, we were also concerned about the complexity of many programs
that caused our constituents to be disqualified for no good reason, and
we worked hard to get the government to make those fixes. Later in the
pandemic, we also shone a spotlight on how some of the spending was
wasteful, more spending than necessary to meet the objectives, and often
administered without regard for reasonable procurement measures. As
the year drew to a close, we also focused on other issues, such as
Canada's relationship with China and a plan for realistic economic
recovery and debt control.
Some highlights of Conservative Party influence on government this year:

Leader Erin O'Toole put western issues on the top of the agenda by
raising it in his first meeting with PM Trudeau
We continue every day to fight for Keystone XL and the future of the most
innovative and ethical oil & gas industry in the world
We introduced new policy ideas on resource revenue sharing for
Indigenous communities
We got so close to the truth about the WE spending scandal that the
Liberals threatened an election to cover it up, and then prorogued
Parliament to shut down committees
We passed four Opposition motions:
a health study into the government's pandemic response
calling for an end to punishing audits on small businesses during
COVID-19
giving the Liberals 30 days to make a decision about banning
Huawei, and demanding a plan to combat Chinese intimidation of
Canadians
calling for a COVID-19 vaccine rollout plan so that Canadians can
see the timeline of when vaccines will be available to them
We secured changes to the rent relief program to help more Canadian
businesses
We secured changes to the wage subsidy program (including an increase
from 10% to 75%) to help businesses keep Canadians employed
We secured changes to the Canada Emergency Business Account
(CEBA) to help more small businesses qualify for aid
We advocated for an increase to the Canada Child Benefit to help families
get through the pandemic, which the Liberals finally agreed to in the Fall
Economic Statement
We secured additional funding for the Auditor-General to ensure Liberal
pandemic spending would be properly reviewed with an objective analysis
We advocated for the removal of GST/HST from face masks and shields,
which the Liberals finally agreed to do
We have called on the government to deliver support for Canadians who
rely on the aviation sector
We submitted a motion, which received unanimous support, to establish a
national suicide prevention hotline
We called out - and continue to call out - PM Trudeau's naive approach to
Communist China
We continually pressed the government to speed up their timeline on
vaccine rollout and to acquire and make available Rapid Testing

My Year as Your MP

The year didn't go as expected, of course. For much of the first months of
2020, my team and I were busy helping constituents navigate and qualify
for the pandemic aid that they needed. The programs were often complex
and arbitrary, frequently confusing, and sometimes disqualified people
who needed help. Our job was to try to help you.
In addition to that important work:
I have begun hosting monthly Facebook Live question-and-answer
sessions so that constituents can speak to me directly without coming into
contact.
When COVID restrictions have allowed, I have also started doing
neighbourhood Meet and Greet events. Those in-person meetings are, of
course, suspended at the moment.
On September 8 I was named the Shadow Minister for Natural
Resources & Canadian Northern Economic Development
Agency (CanNor) by new Leader Erin O'Toole. Prior to that, I was the
Deputy Shadow Minister for National Revenue (tax policy issues). I was
also appointed Deputy Chair of the Parliamentary Committee on Natural
Resources. This is obviously a very important file for the constituents of
Calgary Centre.
In my capacity as Shadow Minister, I have been active raising natural
resource issues in the House of Commons, speaking on matters including
Keystone and other pipeline developments, employment in the oil and gas
sector, the Canadian Oil Tanker ban, and related issues
A significant part of my work in Ottawa is helping my colleagues from all
parties, and all parts of the country, understand the many strides that the
Canadian oil and gas industry has made in producing responsible energy.
Too many have bought into the half-truths and outright falsehoods
circulated by industry opponents.
Drawing on my background in finance, I have also engaged directly with
Finance Ministers Chrystia Freeland and previously, Bill Morneau, on the
challenging financial issues facing our country and some of the policy
options they have chosen which I think will be damaging in the future.
I am - like many Canadians - concerned about the free flow of money out
the door, some of which is needed and some of which is excess to
requirements (as outlined by the Parliamentary Budget Officer). These
long term debts will be a burden to our children and grandchildren,
especially when interest rates start to rise, as they inevitably will.
I submitted a Private Member's Bill in December calling on the
government to use the tax system to provide incentives for carbon
capture, utilization and storage (CCUS) similar to measures available in

the US, so that the Canadian industry can be competitive in this important
emissions control strategy. That will come up for debate in 2021.
You can see all of my speeches and questions in Parliament on my
website on the News page.

Results of October "Householder" Survey
When I distribute mailers throughout Calgary Centre, I include a survey that
asks constituents a few questions on current issues and asks for comments.
Here are the results of the survey questions circulated in October. To respond to
the current survey, just go to the home page of my website. The most current
survey will always be there.
1. Canada has spent massively on COVID-19 supports, accumulating over
a Trillion dollars in debt. Are you worried about how we're going to pay
that back?
Yes - 80%
No - 20%
Not sure - 0%
2. Understanding that decisions had to be made quickly, do you think the
government took advantage of the COVID crisis to favour insiders and
friends with contracts and purchases?
Yes - 65%
No - 28%
Not sure - 7%
3. Are you concerned that the government first suspended and then fully
shut down Parliament during a national emergency?
Yes - 81%
No - 17%
Not sure - 2%

Coming Up
Next Facebook Live Event: January 20
My next Facebook Live event is Wednesday January 20 at 6 PM. Constituents
can go online and ask a question about anything, and see my unfiltered
response live. The event also stays on my Facebook timeline so if you miss it,

you can go back and watch. You can also submit a question in advance to my email: Greg.McLean@parl.gc.ca.

Private Members Bill on Carbon Capture,
Utilization and Storage
On December 11, I introduced a Private Members Bill (seconded by Warren
Steinley, M.P., Regina-Lewvan) to use the income tax system to incentivize the
capture, utilization and storage of carbon emissions (CCUS).

You can read the bill (it is very short) and track its progress by clicking the image above.

CCUS is key to curbing green house gas emissions that are endemic to many
activities in industrial society, and this incentive to industry to invest in this

technology will greatly enhance Canada’s abilities to meet our environmental
commitments.
The US Tax Code currently offers this type of tax credit (Section 45Q Carbon
Capture Tax Credit) which has led Canada to lose out on potential investments
in CCUS. This Bill helps to level the playing field and make Canada more
competitive with our largest trading partner for development of greenhouse gas
mitigation technologies.
The International Energy Agency believes that because of the long time it will
take for the world to transition to lower emission forms of energy (much longer
than the government seems to anticipate), that CCUS is a critical strategy in
reaching Net Zero by 2050. Oil and gas will be with us for many decades to
come, but the oil and gas industry has already shown how effective technology
can be in reducing its carbon footprint.
Alberta has a facility near Calgary, the Alberta Carbon Conversion Technology
Centre, which tests carbon dioxide capture and conversion technologies that
convert CO2 into commercially viable, value-added products such as alternative
building products, bioplastics and chemicals used to manufacture industrial and
consumer goods.
The world needs a variety of strategies to achieve its emissions control targets.
My bill would incentivize one of those strategies in Canada. See my speech
introducing the bill below.

Please get in touch if there's anything my office can do for you.
Greg McLean, MP
Calgary Centre
403 244-1880
Greg.McLean@parl.gc.ca
GregMcLeanMP.ca

