Parliament resumes on Monday January 25. I'll be participating virtually during
the first week and then heading to Ottawa after spending the Parliamentary
break here in Calgary. I had a chance to catch up on some work, focus on
several issues including some highlighted below, and chat with many
constituents on the phone.
There is lots of speculation that we'll have an election in spring 2021. Prime
Minister Trudeau is certainly leaving the door open. In fact, I think he's itching to
go to the polls - before the severity of the deficit and debt start to hit home with
voters.
If he does engineer an election call, I'm pleased to report that I've been officially
nominated as the Conservative candidate in Calgary Centre. If COVID
restrictions permit, I'll be showing up at your door to ask for your vote and I hope
you will consider supporting me.
Please don't hesitate to contact my office if there is something I or my team can
help you with.

Pressing the Government on Keystone
Once again, Albertans find themselves fighting for pipelines to get our
resources to market.
As of this writing, President-elect Joe Biden is rumoured to be planning to
rescind the permit for the Keystone pipeline which was issued almost four years
ago. Hundreds of miles of pipeline have already been built on the basis of that
Presidential Permit, the first of which was granted in March 2017, followed by
two subsequent permits.

This is one of two important pipelines through the US. Enbridge's Line 5 is also
at risk. On Nov 13, Governor Gretchen Whitmer initiated steps to shut down
Line 5 under the guise of water safety, but really as a cover for unjustified
political action. Barring legal intervention, the revocation of the easement will
take effect on May 12, 2021. Line 5 moves gas and diesel into southern Ontario
and has been in operation for 67 years without a leak. Shutting it down will do
nothing for the environment - resources will simply move by rail or truck with
higher emissions and increased risk of accident.
These two pipelines illustrate a failure of infrastructure normalcy between our
two countries. It is also a failure of Canada - thanks to the current Liberal
government which cancelled Northern Gateway and erected obstacles to
Energy East - to build pipelines in our own country, and thus avoid being held
hostage to American political intervention.
As my party's Natural Resources critic, I responded in the media to Mr. Biden's
rumoured decision.
On CBC's The National, I was quoted saying, "The most important thing that
he could do right now is get on the phone if he can get some meetings in
the United States and meet with the officials and make sure they're well
aware of how important this project is."
You can also catch me on CTV's Power Play political panel:

Trying to Fix a Glaring CERB/CRB Oversight
As your MP, I spend a lot of time trying to help constituents navigate the
COVID aid programs which are often confusing, complex and unfair. I've

been working on a particularly difficult clause in the criteria for the CERB
program, now called the Canada Recovery Benefit (CRB).
The problem affects people like artists who receive income from grants. Grant
money is taxable. You have to report it and pay taxes on it. But it turns out that it
doesn't qualify to meet the $5,000 minimum income required to qualify for
CERB/CRB. Now the Canada Revenue Agency wants people to pay back their
CERB/CRB benefits if they didn't have $5,000 in qualifying income - income
now defined as being other than grants. Most of these recipients have long
since spent the benefits on rent, groceries and utilities. It isn't sitting in a bank
waiting for the CRA to demand its return because the rules were unclear.
You may recall hearing about 441,000 self-employed workers who received a
CRA letter demanding repaying of benefits because CRA first told them that it
was gross income that mattered, and then changed their tune and said it had to
be net income. Now we learn that they will have to pay 2020 tax on that money
in 2021 (even though they will still be expected to repay the benefit) and may
even have to pay interest if they can't pay the tax right away.
There are many stories about people and companies that received benefits they
didn't really need. The affected people here, on the other hand, qualified for the
programs and need the relief. They aren't cheating - the program itself is flawed.
How about some clarity from our government!
The Globe and Mail ran a story on the artists' dilemma, including a quote from
me. (It is behind a paywall so if you are not a Globe subscriber, I've copied the
text onto my Facebook page.)
Canada Revenue Agency targets artists for possible repayment of
emergency benefits

Momentum Grows for My Private Member's
Initiative on CCUS
I've previously told you about Bill C-262 calling for tax credits to incentivize the
capture, utilization and storage of carbon emissions (CCUS). The Globe and
Mail recently ran a story detailing growing support for an initiative that is similar
to the US Tax Code's Section 45Q (Carbon Capture Tax Credit) which has led
Canada to lose out on potential investments in CCUS. My Bill, or a similar
measure, would help to level the playing field and make Canada more
competitive with our largest trading partner for development of greenhouse gas
mitigation technologies. Some would like to see it in the upcoming spring
budget.

Excerpt from the Globe and Mail:
Trying to convince the rest of the world Canadian oil and gas
is environmentally competitive with fossil fuels from elsewhere,
Jason Kenney's Alberta government has been alongside the
coalition lobbying for a 45Q equivalent. That makes it the rare
federal emissions-reduction policy that could conceivably reduce
that province's (and Saskatchewan's) sense of alienation.
As for potential cross-partisanship, the federal Conservatives
have already signalled support for the policy through a private
member's bill that Calgary MP Greg McLean tabled in
December. That's important, because one of the arguments for
this sort of tax credit is that, unlike with the rising national carbon
price (which in theory should similarly encourage CCUS),
investors might be able to make decisions without worrying the
ground will shift with a change in government...
... the first federal budget in two years is fast
approaching. The Liberals will be eager to show they're keeping
pace with a new climate-focused U.S. administration. So
momentum, around what's being presented as a ready-made
lever to help with competitiveness and plenty else, could be
pretty powerful.

Coming Up
Facebook Live Event: Today at 6 PM
Whether you've got a question for me or not, these Facebook Live events
always cover a lot of ground and are pretty interesting. You can also watch it
later on my Facebook page. Submit a question in advance, if you wish, to my email: Greg.McLean@parl.gc.ca or join us live and send your question in the
comments section.

Deadline Jan 29 for Canada Summer Jobs
program
Applications for businesses to receive funding for a summer student this year
must be received by Friday, January 29. For more information, or to apply, click
on the picture.

Please get in touch if there's anything my office can do for you.
Greg McLean, MP
Calgary Centre
403 244-1880
Greg.McLean@parl.gc.ca
GregMcLeanMP.ca

