We (finally) have a date for the first budget in over two years - April 19.
The Opposition will be looking for a specific recovery plan. We would like to see
when the Liberals want the economy to gradually re-open, how lost jobs will be
recovered, and what kind of spending plans are envisioned - spending on
exactly what, and with what metrics to measure success of the plan. We also
expect to see a fiscal anchor so that this massive spending can have some
constraints, long-term planning and confidence from international investors and
markets. While heavy spending was required to support Canadians through the
pandemic, it is past time to start envisioning how we will recover.
On that note, Conservatives have started to release elements of OUR plan,
starting with five key commitments. Watch for more meat on those bones in
coming weeks. If you missed Leader Erin O'Toole's speech to the Conservative
convention, it was a good one. Watch it on Facebook here.

Taking the Prime Minister to Task on Canada's
Risky Investment Environment
In Parliament on March 24, I asked the Prime Minister about
Chevron's decision to stop work on the Kitimat LNG project,
and how Liberal policies are creating risk and uncertainty for
investors and workers in Canada. He tried to blame other
parties for his own government's failure to create an
environment that attracts investment dollars and jobs. My
question was:
Mr. Greg McLean (Calgary Centre, CPC): Mr. Speaker, last week, Chevron
Canada announced that it was exiting the Kitimat LNG after seven years and $3
billion. Why is investment fleeing this world-leading project? The Liberal
appointee leading the Canada Infrastructure Bank said that risk and uncertainty
are holding back private investment projects across the country. It comes full
circle. Liberals create risk and uncertainty and then blame investments fleeing
Canada on risk and uncertainty. Can the Prime Minister please tell 4,500 more
Canadian workers why their jobs are suddenly more risky and uncertain?

Clearing the Air on Climate Change Policy
You will have seen much media chatter about a single phrase
in the Conservative Party's policy debate, which some claim
means that Conservatives don't acknowledge climate change.
It makes great headlines, but isn't true.
It is true that delegates did not pass one particular three-paragraph policy that,
amongst other provisions, would have included wording that "we recognize that
climate change is real." Our policy declaration already includes several
references to climate change. Climate change was addressed in the 2011,
2015, and 2019 Conservative election platforms. Greenhouse gases were
addressed in our 2006 and 2008 platforms. The 2019 environment plan said,
“Canada’s Conservatives recognize that climate change is real and evidence
from around the world clearly shows that there is a global warming trend.” Erin
O'Toole's 2020 leadership platform also stated “Climate change is a global
problem, that requires a global solution” and “Proactively invests in mitigation
programs and critical infrastructure to protect communities threatened by
Climate Change on an on-going basis”.
The Conservative Party policy declaration already has climate change
listed no fewer than three times within what is otherwise supposed to be a
condensed document. If the party didn't believe in it, it wouldn't have three
separate mentions within our guiding policy document. It's mentioned as
much as "lower taxes" and "job creation" combined.
Erin O'Toole used his major speech at the convention to clearly state that
the debate around climate change is over, and we're going to have a real
and comprehensive plan for it in a Conservative platform.
It's going to be part of our platform. We’re going to have a real and serious
plan to lower emissions - a plan that doesn’t make everything from gas to
groceries more expensive for everyday Canadians.
You might be interested in this "Fact Check" analysis of the clause in
question, which makes clear that the debate on this motion was about the
entirety of that motion, not a debate about whether climate change is real or
not.

Talking Energy on an International Panel
The Washington DC based Hudson Institute hosted a panel discussion called
"Rethinking Climate Change and Environmental Issues: A Conservative

Approach" with representatives from Canada, the U.K. and the U.S. I was the
Canadian panelist. You can watch the video on their website or click on the
picture (30 min).

Asking the Prime Minister why Line 5 is Different
On March 10 in Question Period, I pressed the Prime Minister
on what he was doing differently to protect Line 5, after
Canadian interventions on Keystone failed to be successful.
Here's the exchange:
Mr. Greg McLean (Calgary Centre, CPC): Mr. Speaker, can the Prime Minister
tell Canadians what he means when his government says that Line 5 is different
than Keystone XL? Is it different because the Minister of Natural Resources is
paying more attention this time? Is it different because he might actually engage
the U.S. administration on this issue? Is it different because it involves Canadian
jobs outside of western Canada?
Keystone XL's cancellation represents the loss of thousands of Canadian jobs
and billions of dollars of economic value to our country. So does Line 5. What is
different this time?
Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as we did for
many, many years, we continued to advocate for Keystone XL up until the
moment that a final decision was made. We are continuing to advocate for Line
5 and will continue to, because we know how important it is to Canadian energy
and energy workers.
We also have continued to be there for workers in the oil patch, whether it was
by purchasing the Trans Mountain pipeline expansion in order to ensure that it
would get built, whether it is investing billions of dollars for orphan wells or
whether it is by standing up for Canadian energy workers and a brighter future
that we are building together. We will continue to be there to demonstrate that

we know the future must include oil and gas workers in Alberta and across the
country.

Pressing the Minister of Natural Resources about
Resource Infrastructure
This exchange took place at the Natural Resources Committee
on March 22.
I was pressing Natural Resources Minister Seamus O'Regan about the difficulty
of getting resource infrastructure built in Canada, including infrastructure that
would lower GHG emissions and thus contribute to achieving Canadian and
global climate goals. He in turn questioned me about whether I accept climate
change (I do). In the end, on the infrastructure question, the Minister essentially
responded that we don't have a problem. Video is about six minutes.

Upcoming Events

Pop by for this Virtual Town Hall hosted by my colleague, Stephanie Kusie
(MP Calgary Midnapore). No charge to attend, of course, but please
register in advance at Stephanie Kusie's website.

This virtual Town Hall with my special guest Stephen Buffalo is bound to
be an interesting one. It will be carried live on my Facebook page, so just
go there at 6 PM on April 7 with your questions ready. I will also repost the
broadcast later on my Facebook feed and on my website.

Liberal Carbon Tax Hike will cost Jobs in Alberta
The Liberals' proposed hike in the carbon tax to $170/tonne by
2030 will hit Alberta hard, according to a Fraser Institute Study.
The study wrote: "The federal carbon tax was initially set to increase by $10 a
tonne until it reached $50 per tonne in 2022. Now, it will increase by $15 per
tonne (beginning in 2023) until it reaches $170 per tonne. Although the Trudeau
government claims to have done a comprehensive analysis of the impact of the
higher carbon tax, no information has been released to the public, though the
government continues to claim there will be “almost zero impact” on the
economy.
"However [this study finds] that a carbon tax of this magnitude will cause the
national economy to contract by an estimated 1.8 per cent, which in 2019 would
equal roughly $38 billion. The higher carbon tax will also lead to about 184,000
lost jobs and cost the average Canadian worker $1,540 in foregone income
(even after accounting for the carbon tax rebate back to Canadian households).
"For Alberta, the consequences will be even more severe. According to the
study, the province will experience a 2.4 per cent reduction in its economy
(which in 2019 would have equalled approximately $8.3 billion) and lose an
estimated 30,139 jobs by 2030."

Tax Tips
This year may be a little different for some people if you received COVID-19
benefits. I've added a page to my website with some information for 2020
courtesy of Canada Revenue. Check it out here.

Around Calgary Centre

Lil E Cafe in Sun Life Plaza has great coffee, and creates employment
opportunities for people with Down Syndrome. A favourite stop for me;
my friend, Hannah, works here. You should also check them out.

Please get in touch if there's anything my office can do for you.
Greg McLean, MP
Calgary Centre

