You can't say they didn't warn us ... warn us that there would be incredible levels
of spending with no regard to a repayment plan. And that's what we got.
Particularly disappointing is the continued reliance on subsidies and
government-paid programs rather than investment in helping Canadians - both
businesses and families - get back on their feet and resume their own selfreliance. Liberals have always believed that government programs are a better
way to support Canadians than enabling Canadians to use their own talents,
ingenuity and hard work to get ahead. Yes, during the pandemic, direct support
was necessary. But surely it is time to start planning for recovery.
Robert Asselin, the former Budget and Policy Director for then-Finance Minister
Bill Morneau, and former Senior Advisor to PM Trudeau, said, "It is hard to find a
coherent growth plan".

Huge Numbers: This year, the government will add $155 Billion to the debt; and
hit $1.2 Trillion in accumulated debt. This year, the government will spend $22.1
Billion just servicing the debt. By 2026, the government will be spending $39
Billion/year just on interest payments. By comparison, we'll be spending $25.6
Billion/year on EI supports, or $27.9 Billion on the Canada Child Benefit. Every
man, woman and child in Canada now owes $33,000 as their share of the debt,
a fact acknowledged in this budget document. These are very concerning
numbers, and we don't see a sensible plan for how these huge expenditures will
bring Canadians back to economic prosperity.

My Interview on QR770
I was interviewed by Shaye Ganam on 770 QR and 630 CHED about Monday's
budget. There are parts of the budget I like, including reference to a tax credit
for Carbon Capture, Utilization and Storage which I have been fighting for now
for several months. I will be working to ensure the details of that commitment
are actually what we need. On the down side, we have to ask whether the
government spending plans are in excess of what is actually required to restart
the economy; long-term debt and its accompanying interest rates will constrain
future policy options if we don't get a grip on it. Comments on other aspects of
the budget are in the interview.

Speaking in the House on the Budget
Here are my remarks in response to the budget:
An excerpt:
"By 'investments', of course, she [Minister Freeland] means government
spending. Those two are clearly at odds, but it is obvious that neither the Prime
Minister nor the finance minister understand the notion of financial risk. Clearly,
the Liberal government will justify spending taxpayer funds in good times, and
spending taxpayer funds in hard times. It begs the question, what times are not
good for overspending taxpayer funds?
"The forecast budget deficit for this fiscal year coming, according to yesterday's
budget, is $154.7 billion. That is almost $50 billion higher than forecast in the fall
economic statement despite last year's revenues out performing by $35 billion
since the fall. Planned spending represents an increase of $136 billion over the
next five years in addition to the $548 billion in spending forecasts in the fall
economic statement. How is this justified?
"These deficits accumulate to an ongoing debt-to-GDP ratio at 50% going
forward, so the plan, the fiscal anchor, is to maintain Canada's debt at half the
size of our economy for the foreseeable future. Is that an anchor? The better our
economy performs the deeper in debt we get to go?"

Continuing to Advocate for an Effective
Emissions Control Strategy
Leading up to the budget, my colleagues and I continued to
advocate for an emissions strategy that would embrace Carbon
Capture, Utilization and Storage (CCUS). Liberal tactics so far
have not led to significant reductions; it is time to try
something that works. There is a reference to CCUS in
Monday's budget - I will stay on top of the details to make sure
it is what we need.
CCUS should be an integral part of any long term plan to meet Canada's
climate commitments. Refundable tax credits would allow Canadians
companies, who have leading edge technology in this area, compete with US
companies that already receive such tax incentives.

On April 16, I made the following statement in the House of Commons,
urging the government to take concrete action to reduce emissions:
Madam Speaker, this week, the House of Commons got to finally debate Bill C262, a bill that would provide a tax incentive for companies across Canada's
economy to contribute to greenhouse gas reductions. Yes, in an era when the
government's approach to an environmental problem is to nibble at the edges
and tax Canadians, Conservatives have put forth a plan to incentivize the
removal of these gases from the atmosphere.
Canada has been, until lately, a leader in the approach to solving the world's
growing emissions. Our initiative would put us back on track. Sadly, my
colleagues in other parties spoke against solving global warming issues with
Canadian technological solutions.
We have seen the results of the current government's approach to managing
greenhouse gas emissions. In 2019, we saw another increase from Canada, so
the Liberal government needs to look beyond the non-solutions put forth by this
Minister of Environment and Climate Change and consider this bill as part of a
real climate plan, one that actually reduces greenhouse gas emissions.

On April 12, my Private Members Bill to support Carbon Capture,
Utilization and Storage received Second Reading.
An excerpt from my speech: "Bill C-262 is not about another speculative
approach to greenhouse gas emissions. It is not another unaccountable money
pit for taxpayer funds to provide another non-solution to climate change. It is not
another mechanism to transfer funds from taxpaying, contributing, employmentgenerating, sustaining scientific sectors of the Canadian economy. It is not
another mechanism to transfer funds to connected, virtue-signalling,
speculative, non-transparent, ineffective, subsidized, self-interested actors with
no accountable stake in the environmental outcome, who are protected from the
devastating economic outcomes of the proposed new solutions.
Bill C-262 is about a real, tangible approach to address the causes of climate
change. The bill is about obtaining real results in carbon reduction. The bill is
about leadership: national leadership, financial policy leadership and
environmental leadership."
You can read the entire speech, if you prefer text to video, on my website.

Hosting Stephen Buffalo on Facebook Live
For a change of pace, my April Facebook Live Q&A featured
special guest Stephen Buffalo, who is President of the Indian
Resource Council and a member of the Samson Cree Nation
south of Edmonton. We had a lively and interesting
conversation about indigenous Canadians' interest in

achieving prosperity through the responsible development of
resources, and other issues of public policy. Watch here:

Erin O'Toole Speaks to Calgary Chamber - April
30
Conservative Leader Erin O'Toole will virtually speak to the Calgary Chamber of
Commerce on Friday April 30, from 10 AM to 11 AM. It is a Chamber sponsored
event so there is a small fee of $20 (non-members) or $10 (members) to
participate. Register here to get the link sent to you:

Upcoming Events
Mark May 5 on your calendar for my next Facebook Live event, from 6 PM to 7
PM. Join in live, or send questions in advance to Greg.McLean@parl.gc.ca. I
also post the Facebook Live videos on YouTube and my website afterwards,
and you can also find them in my Facebook feed.
You should follow me on Facebook or Twitter if you want to be kept up to date
on other events. Links to my social media are at the bottom of this newsletter.

Around Alberta

I joined with five of my Alberta colleagues for a tour of the carbon sequestration
facilities of Enhance Energy at Clive (just east of Lacombe).
These oilfields are the terminus of the Alberta Carbon Trunk Line – which began
with foresight over a decade ago, to collect carbon emissions from Alberta’s
Industrial Heartland, and deposit those emissions deep underground. Their
deposit allows the further extraction of some of Alberta’s lightest oil. That’s a big
win for our economy and our environment.
The trunk line that carries these emissions to this injection site is only about
15% utilized, so we have a ‘highway’ pre-built for industrial emitters to
decarbonize their production. More companies have agreed to build facilities in
Alberta and use this infrastructure.
Government participated in the initial phases of this buildout – but my Private
Members Bill in Parliament – on facilitating Carbon Capture Utilization and

Sequestration as a REAL solution in our efforts to decarbonize our energy
production – will allow companies to lead in providing these environmental
solutions going forward.

With my colleague, MP Tom Kmiec, I visited Extreme Telematics Corp.
(ETC). I served on the board of directors of this technology company for six
years, prior to running for public office. The president, Mark Scantlebury, brings
a wealth of background and vision to the role of technology in the advancement
of reliability and efficiency in the emerging ‘Internet-of-Things’ (IoT) operational
environment.
A couple things to note:
1. If U.S. oil well production equipment (hardware and software) was as robust
as we require in Canadian production (for instance – ETC’s technological
solution), the Texas freeze-off in gas production and power supply would not
have been nearly as severe. Note that our Canadian production is more
expensive – even from a technology perspective – by regulatory design. We do
this work better here, as a result of our harsh operating environment.
2. Calgary has a wealth of technology companies that have core competencies
that have served our resource industry well for years, and are branching out to
other applications across many industries. We have this technological talent in
Calgary, and our economic resurgence will rest on the applications they bring to
a host of industries and applications.
Let’s celebrate Calgary’s technological entrepreneurs.

