Let me start by saying ‘thank you’ for showing your support and
confidence in re-electing me to represent your interests in Parliament. I
will continue to do my utmost to deliver on that trust.
After what the Prime Minister insisted was a "historic" election that simply had to
be called two years early, nothing much changed in the standings. Further, he
waited five weeks before naming a Cabinet; and the House of Commons won't
sit until November 22 - nine weeks after the election. It turns out the election
was never urgent at all - just the Prime Minister trying to take advantage of what
he thought was an opportune time to win more seats. His gambit wasn't
successful, but the country's urgent issues got set aside for 14 weeks.
In this issue of my newsletter, I want to explore some of the implications of Mr.
Trudeau's re-election for Alberta. We have some serious challenges facing us as
it is more and more clear that the Prime Minister and his government see
Alberta as an antagonist, not a partner in Confederation. Important policies that
challenge our prosperity are announced from Ottawa without the input of the
people most affected. Your Conservative MPs from Alberta will be kept busy
pointing out Alberta's contribution to our country and resisting efforts to
diminish our successes.
As always, my local office is here to help you with your interactions with the
federal government; and I will make every effort to be available to attend your
events or discuss any issues when the House isn't sitting in Ottawa.

THE JUST TRANSITION IS NOT "JUST" FOR ALL

Canada’s "Just Transition Advisory Body" was hastily conceived, is too short to
be indicative of a search for real input on the matter, stickhandles around
Canada’s traditional democratic process of considering policy approaches, and
is completely misguided in its objectives and its approach.
I wrote a strongly worded letter to then-Natural Resources Minister Seamus
O'Regan urging him to abandon this approach. You can read the entire letter on
my website here.
EXCERPT: Allow me to confront the absurdity of the premise of the Body, at the
outset. A ‘just transition’ – for hard-working, productive, private-sector,
taxpaying individuals in Canada’s most productive and export-intensive
industries – to government-subsidized caretaker roles in industries
dominated by foreign entities, in which Canada is a vast importer – of
equipment and technology. Surely, you’ve seen the evidence of what this
misguided policy has caused in the Province of Ontario. Extrapolating that
disaster across the country will lead to much worse results for all Canadians.
And Canadian workers will rightly ask, ‘What happens when the federal
government needs to withdraw its subsidies for the transitory jobs?’ As if
running deficits in the hundreds of billions of dollars can continue much further.
...
You and I agree on the necessity of addressing the causes and effects of
climate change. Analytically, I have seen nothing from your government,
to this point, which leads to any reduction in global greenhouse gas
emissions. As with much of my open criticism, your policies have leaned
heavily on virtuous words, with outcomes that will set Canadians backwards
economically, and will be harmful to the world’s environment.
One of Canada’s leading advantages in dealing with decarbonization – our
innovative oil and gas industry’s scientific and technical workforce – is
being targeted here as if they need to ‘transition’, by edict of the
Government of Canada. The industry that shows the best outcomes in
reducing its environmental footprint, including its greenhouse gas emissions; the
industry that contributes over $100 billion annually to Canada’s balance of trade;
the industry that pays approximately $30 billion (net) annually to governments
across Canada to fund various social outcomes; the industry that leads the
world in environmental performance, transparent reporting and ESG criteria –
this is your government’s target to transition? ...
Transition is already occurring in our natural resource industries –
through advanced technology, and economic efficiencies. These are real
measures, and we will not succeed unless we start measuring. This has been
the story of commodity economics since our country began. This ‘transition’

does not require the misguided arm of the Government of Canada to move its
compass.
I strongly advise you to look through this mirage you are witnessing and expose
those that will benefit from this aimless journey on which your government is
taking this country, at great cost to Canadians, and negative outcomes for the
world’s environment.
A ‘just transition’ might seem like a good sound bite. As with all your
government’s virtue-signaling, it fails on any objective analysis, and it is
devoid of substance.

TWO NEW MINISTERS WILL CHALLENGE
ALBERTA
With the naming of Jonathan Wilkinson as Minister of Natural Resources, and
Steven Guilbeault as Minister of the Environment, Prime Minister Trudeau sent a
strong signal to Alberta that our number one industry is "non grata" in Ottawa.
Steven Guilbeault has dedicated his life to trying to shut down Canada’s oil and
gas sector. Canadians want to reduce emissions and tackle climate change, but
we also want to protect jobs and the economy. Minister Guilbeault is only
focused on his own activist agenda, and can’t be trusted to strike this balance.
With his appointment, Mr. Trudeau - who has previously said he wants to
balance the two - has clearly indicated that is no longer his plan.
Mr. Guilbeault has already proudly stated that he will insist on caps on Canadian
oil and gas production, but not on automobiles, cement, mining or forestry. He
must have forgotten that 70% of emissions from oil actually come from the end
user - like automobiles - and not from production. He has also said he gives
natural gas no more latitude than oil, despite the fact that natural gas is
responsible for 40% lower CO2 emissions. Replacing coal with natural gas
around the world would be a huge Canadian contribution to global emissions
reduction, but Mr. Guilbeault's ideology won't allow for any practical or
transitionary solutions. Even nuclear energy - an essentially emissions-free
means of generating electricity for all of the new electric vehicles and other
electrical alternatives that he advocates - is not on his radar as a practical
solution. He has spent his career railing against nuclear.

Alberta also can't count on Mr. Wilkinson to champion Canada's valuable natural
resources. As the former Environment Minister, his eyes are also blinded to the
practical solutions to mitigate climate change that Canada's Conservatives put
forward in our climate change plan earlier this year. Brace yourselves - not only
will Alberta be under attack, but we are all going to be struggling to heat our
homes, power our vehicles, and provide energy to our businesses.

COST OF LIVING IS TOP CONCERN FOR
CANADIANS
It was bound to happen. When the government essentially "prints money"
to pay for its reckless spending, the inevitable result is inflation. The
money supply grows and so everything starts to cost more. There are
some other factors, including the rising carbon tax that increases the price
of anything that has to be manufactured or moved (just about everything);
and some supply chain issues caused by COVID. But the government's
monetary policy is certainly a factor (notwithstanding the Prime Minister's
insistence during the campaign that he never thinks about monetary
policy - he's proven that!).
The next problem will be rising interest rates, as authorities try to restrain
runaway inflation. That's bad news for anybody with a mortgage or other debt
that needs to be refinanced at higher rates.

But the government continues with its spending spree without any regard for
making sure the dollars spent are actually being used by those who need them,
and for purposes that restore and grow our economy. As economists have time
to evaluate the government's COVID spending, they are discovering that
programs put more money into the economy than was actually necessary to
compensate for the problem; and many programs were very poorly designed.
Even allowing for errors made in haste, there has now been 18 months to
evaluate the effectiveness of the programs, but the government isn't interested.
They continue to spend without ensuring that the funds are achieving the
required outcomes.

CAP ON OIL FOR JUST ALBERTA - OR
IMPORTED OIL TOO?
Prime Minister Trudeau proudly announced at COP26 that Canada would be
sharply capping Canadian oil and gas emissions. Environment Minister
Guilbeault conceded that the federal government can't control production - that
is provincial jurisdiction - but if emissions caps are low enough, production will
be forced to decline. All of this is in spite of Canada's oil and gas industry
reducing per-barrel emissions by 34% since 1990, and making firm
commitments to further reductions including many companies pledging to reach
net-zero by 2050.

Meanwhile - and maybe I missed it - I didn't hear a word from either Mr. Trudeau
or Mr. Guilbeault about capping emissions (or imposing equivalent import taxes)
from oil and gas imported from countries that have much lower standards and
higher emissions (including methane) than Canada. Why is that? Why does our
federal government insist on severe restrictions on our own made-in-Canada
responsible energy product while turning a blind eye to the high methane and
CO2 emissions in countries from which we buy oil? Why, in fact, are we buying
oil from abroad at all?

AROUND CALGARY CENTRE

On Canada's first National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, I was
honoured to speak at the IATSE Manchester Mural Project Celebration
which highlights our community's diversity and First Nations'
Communities.

I attended the opening of the ATCO Performing Arts Centre, home of the
Youth Singers of Calgary (APAC). Alongside me is Ms. Catherine Barclay,
YSC Board Chair and Ms. Shirley Penner, Youth Singers of Calgary
Founder.

It was my pleasure to help cut the ribbon on the final roof pour of the new
Riverwalk Retirement Living Residence in Mission.

I was also on hand to tour the new Academy of Learning Career College
right here in Calgary Centre.

Please get in touch if there's anything my office can do for you.
Greg McLean, MP
Calgary Centre
403 244-1880
Greg.McLean@parl.gc.ca
GregMcLeanMP.ca

