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Shadow Minister for Employment and Workplace Relations 24 February 2017

Dear Mr O’Connor,

I write in regards to the Fair Work Commission’s recent decision to cut Sunday and public holiday 
penalty rates for people working in the retail, fast food, hospitality and pharmacy industries.  

I note your strong public statements opposing these cuts. 

As you know, the Commission intends to make legally binding orders over the coming weeks to give 
effect to its decision.

I seek your and your party’s support to stop these devastating cuts. 

Should Parliament act urgently before these legally binding orders are made, we can avoid the 
Commission’s decision wreaking havoc in the lives of many Australians, particularly our lowest-paid 
and youngest workers, by cutting their wages. 

I will introduce a bill into Parliament that will stop these cuts from coming into effect and protect 
existing penalty rates from any future cuts. 

This bill maintains the Commission’s independence, allowing it to set penalty rates on a sector-by-
sector basis, but it puts stronger guidelines in place for the Commission to follow. Just as Parliament 
has legislated minimum leave standards that the Commission can’t go below, this bill gives the 
Commission clear guidance that the community expects a strong legal floor to sit beneath any penalty 
rate changes. 

I am open to discussions about the content of the bill, but I believe it strikes the right balance. 

If our parties and the crossbench work together on this bill, we can pressure the government to act to 
stop these cuts from coming into effect, especially if the bill passes one House of Parliament.

I would appreciate the opportunity to speak to you further about this issue. 

The hundreds of thousands of Australians who depend on their penalty rates to make ends meet are 
depending on us. 

Regards, 

Adam Bandt 
Member for Melbourne
Greens Industrial Relations spokesperson




