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The Tax Justice Prayer
Jesus, we know you criticised tax collectors, but with good reason.

They collected for an occupying power, brutal kings 
   and a self-serving Temple hierarchy.

Our tax system is fairer, it takes from those who can afford it most,
   and provides for those in need.

We know too you criticised human greed,
People who have more than they can possibly spend
    but want to pull down their barns and build greater ones,

Who want to hide the money they have made -
    sometimes morally, sometimes less so,

But either way, to keep it just for themselves.

We pray for those who are wealthy,

That their hearts and minds will recognise 
   that they are part of a wider society

   with all kinds of people,

   and all kinds of needs;
And that paying tax fairly is part of being - not just your follower -
   but a member of the human family.

We pray for those in law and accountancy 

   who facilitate the avoidance of tax, 

   and thereby undermine the integrity of their professions.

We pray for politicians and civil servants who make the rules,
   that they will seek advice from those affected by poor public services,

   as well as those who contribute to provide them.

We pray for our Churches and their leaders,
   that they might be outspoken on the Prophets’ cry for justice
   and the Biblical call for Jubilee, that the earth’s gifts may be fully shared;

   and finally we pray for ourselves, that we may do all we can to make this happen.

So, as we seek to follow you, we say
AMEN

Revd David Haslam 
