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Welcome to our third annual San Francisco Garden 
Party + Awards!

I am so proud to recognize today’s amazing honorees 
including Senator Mark Leno, The San Francisco 
Giants, and Bay Area Lawyers for Individual Freedom 
(BALIF). Each has contributed immensely towards our 
fight to be able to marry who we love and live a life full 
of respect and free from discrimination.

I want to acknowledge our tremendous volunteers 
including our Planning Team, Host Committee and 
Event Captains, all of whom spent so many hours to 
insure that each of you would enjoy this wonderful 
afternoon. I am so appreciative of all the corporate 
sponsors and silent auction donors who helped make 
this event a success and I encourage you to reciprocate 
that support whenever you have the opportunity.

As we work towards a full victory—both in the judicial 
system, states and court of public opinion—we are 
already working to thwart our opposition’s attempt 
to weaken our victories using weapons such as 
religious “right to discriminate” bills and other forms of 
legalized discrimination. Our work is far from over, and 
with your support, we will continue to fight to win and 
protect every LGBTQ person’s right to live in love and 
full equality!

Brian Silva
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



Marriage Equality USA (MEUSA) began 
as an idea in 1996 with a handful of 
activists who believed that same-sex 
couples and their families should have the 
right to civil marriage. The organization 
officially began as Marriage Equality 
New York (MENY) in 1998. MENY was at 
the forefront of educating and building 
awareness on why marriage matters, soon 
expanding its work to provide education 
and resources to elected officials. 2004 
saw the first annual Wedding March 
across the Brooklyn Bridge. 

The success of MENY inspired activists in California, who were facing that 
state’s 2000 anti-marriage referendum, to start a sister organization. Marriage 
Equality California (MECA) was founded in 1999 and was the primary advocate 
for marriage equality in California. MECA became known both statewide and 
nationally for introducing the nation’s second civil unions bill (the first that 
would grant full state and federal rights to couples), organizing mass-marriage 
actions on Valentine’s Day to request marriage licenses, and for organizing the 
national Marriage Equality Express bus tour culminating in the first national rally 
for marriage equality in Washington D.C.

In 2006, MECA officially became Marriage Equality USA (MEUSA)—a national 
grassroots organization. MEUSA grew to over 20 chapters in California and  
many more across the country, as well as outreach positions to work with 
specialized communities.

After an unsuccessful attempt to pass marriage equality legislation in New 
York in 2009, MENY co-led a coalition of organizations to pass the New York 
Marriage Equality Act in 2011. Because of their rich shared history and mission, 
MENY and MEUSA consolidated in order to bring their combined resources to 
push for marriage equality. Since then, MEUSA has continued its leadership at 
both the local and national levels, launching wildly successful programs such 
as the National Equality Action Team, “Getting to I DO: Journeys of Marriage 
Equality” and a variety of education and training initiatives. MEUSA continues  
to be at the forefront, working with our partners and volunteers, to bring 
marriage equality to our communities.

HISTORY OF MARRIAGE EQUALITY USA
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Marriage Equality USA would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to our 
sponsors, without whom this event would not be possible (as of April 20).

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

CORPORATE SPONSORS

Platinum Gold

MEDIA PARTNERS

Silver Bronze

Community
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SILENT AUCTION DONORS

African Safari

Almost Instant Interiors

Andaz West Hollywood 

John Bare and Ignatius Bau

Berkeley Repertory Theatre

Bisou French Bistro 

Catch Restaurant 

Delight: Event Design and Coordination

Drag Me Along Walking Tours

Emperor Norton’s Fantastic San Francisco 
Time Machine 

Farmgirl Flowers

Frameline

Gather Restaurant

Ink48 - A Kimpton Hotel

Late Night with Seth Meyers

Amanda Nunez 

Pesce 

Puerto Vallarta Tourism Board

Robert John Russo Gallery

San Francisco Food Safari

San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus 

San Francisco Giants

San Francisco Symphony

Surviving the Silence - Documentary Film

Christopher E. Wiseman

We hope you enjoy today’s silent auction and will bid vigorously on our 
outstanding packages. Please make sure to support the auction donors below 
who have generously supported Marriage Equality USA (as of April 20).
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HOST COMMITTEE & EVENT CAPTAINS 

We are grateful to our Event Leadership Team, all of whom have contributed 
to the success of today’s event (as of April 20).

HOST COMMITTEE

René Alvarez*

Kirsten Berzon*

Simone Campbell*

Barbara Damlos

Stuart Gaffney & John Lewis

Don Howerton & Kyle Tempel*

Joanie Juster*

Sean Livingston & Jeremy Pelkey

Brian Silva*

Nancy Silva

Law Offices of Lucinda L. Storm, Esq.

Michael Sullivan & Associates

EVENT CAPTAINS

Kevin & Teal Conroy

Alex Goro

*Also member of the Steering Committee
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HONOREES

Ally Honoree

SENATOR MARK LENO

Mark Leno was elected to the California Senate in 
2008. He currently represents the 11th Senate District 
of California, which includes San Francisco, Broadmoor, 
Colma,  Daly City and portions of South San Francisco. 
Senator Leno chairs the Senate Budget and Fiscal 
Review Committee. From 2002-2008, Senator Leno 
served in the California State Assembly, representing 
the 13th District, which encompasses the eastern 
portion of San Francisco. Prior to his election to the 
Assembly, he served for four and a half years on the 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors. 

During his tenure in the Legislature, Senator Leno has fought for better 
schools and access to higher education, foster youth, a cleaner and sustainable 
environment, single-payer universal health care, improved transportation, 
renewable energy, safer streets and equal rights for all Californians.

Senator Leno has been involved in the fight for marriage equality in California 
since the very beginning. In 2005, he authored an assembly bill that would 
legalize same-sex marriages, the first bill of its kind to pass a legislative body in 
the United States. The bill passed both the Assembly and the State Senate, but 
was vetoed by Governor Schwarzenegger. In 2007, Senator Leno introduced 
the Religious Freedom and Civil Marriage Protection Act, that would have 
allowed for same-sex marriage. This bill was again vetoed by Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. In May 2008, the California Supreme Court completed the task 
by legalizing same sex marriages in California.

A native of Wisconsin, Senator Leno attended the University of Colorado at 
Boulder, then went on to become valedictorian of his graduating class at the 
American College of Jerusalem, where he earned his Bachelor of Arts Degree. 
He also spent two years in Rabbinical Studies at The Hebrew Union College in 
New York. Senator Leno is the owner of Budget Signs, Inc., a small business he 
founded in 1978 and operated with his life partner, Douglas Jackson. Together, 
the two entrepreneurs steadily grew their sign business until Jackson passed 
away from complications relating to HIV/AIDS in 1990. This deep loss would not 
deter Leno. Instead, he redoubled his efforts in community service.
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HONOREE

Corporate Honoree

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS

The San Francisco Giants have been strong supporters of LGBT equality for 
many years. They became the first-ever professional sports team to host an  
HIV/AIDS awareness game back in 1994. The first-of-its kind partnership in the 
HIV/AIDS world was precedent setting bringing together a professional sports 
team and an AIDS advocacy group to address an issue, which at the time, was 
of epidemic proportions in the San Francisco Bay Area. In addition to awareness, 
the Giants and the Giants Community Fund and many of their corporate 
sponsors throughout the years have raised more than $2.5 million for numerous 
local community organizations who provide services and treatments to those 
living with HIV/AIDS.

In addition to their signature Until There’s A Cure Day, the Giants have also lent 
their support to LGBT issues through their LGBT special events at AT&T Park 
which began back in 2003. The Giants became the first professional sports  
team to join the It Gets Better Campaign, with the support of Giants players  
and coaches, including Matt Cain, Barry Zito, Sergio Romo and Hensley Meulens, 
against gay and all forms of bullying.
 
2015 will mark the 13th annual LGBT Night with the Giants, featuring an average 
attendance of 1,500 attendees, with a sellout capacity for this special event for 
the past seven years. Each LGBT event includes a social gathering within AT&T 
Park, music, beverages, contests and local celebrity attendance, all exclusive to 
the LGBT Night special event guests.  

Reflecting on their submission of an amicus brief to the United States Supreme 
Court in the marriage cases that may ultimately bring marriage equality to all 50 
states, Giants President and CEO Larry Baer says “San Francisco is the epicenter 
of the marriage equality movement and it is only fitting that its professional 
sports team would join in this effort.” The San Francisco Giants are proud to 
sign the brief because it speaks directly to our core values of equality and social 
justice for all.”
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HONOREES

Community Honoree

BAY AREA  
LAWYERS FOR  
INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM

Bay Area Lawyers for Individual Freedom (BALIF) is the nation’s oldest and 
largest association of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) persons  
in the field of law. Founded in 1980, BALIF represents its members’ interests  
in the wider San Francisco Bay Area. BALIF members and supporters include 
San Francisco Bay Area judges, lawyers, law students and legal workers.

BALIF was founded to encourage LGBT legal professionals to apply to become 
judges. At the time there were no openly LGBT judges. Today there are many! 
BALIF also started the organization that grew to become the now-independent 
AIDS Legal Referral Panel, which has provided free and low-cost legal assistance 
to over 50,000 people since it was founded in 1983.

Today, BALIF’s mission has expanded. The group takes action on questions of 
law and justice that affect the LGBT community; strengthens professional and 
social ties among LGBT members of the legal profession; builds coalitions with 
other legal organizations to combat all forms of discrimination; promotes the 
appointment of LGBT attorneys to the judiciary, public agencies and commissions 
in the Bay Area; funds scholarships for LGBT laws students and fellowships 
for public interest lawyers working on LGBT issues, and provides a forum for 
the exchange of ideas and information of concern to members of the LGBT 
legal community. BALIF also submits amicus briefs in cases affecting the LGBT 
community, sponsors resolutions to the Conference of Delegates of California  
Bar Associations, provides LGBT-focused continuing legal education opportunities 
and endorses candidates for judicial offices and legal elected positions.

In March 2015, BALIF filed an amicus curiae brief to the United States Supreme 
Court in the consolidated cases Obergefell v. Hodges , Tanco v. Haslam, DeBoer 
v. Snyder, and Bourke v. Beshear, in support of the Petitioners’ positions that 
the Fourteenth Amendment requires a state to license a marriage between two 
people of the same sex and to recognize a same-sex marriage lawfully licensed 
and performed out-of-state. The Court heard arguments in the case last week 
and as this event journal goes to print, we anxiously await their decision, likely  
to be announced next month.

AN LGBT BAR

ASSOCIATION
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ludlow6
brand identity and communication design 
212.675.3003E
ludlow6.com

ludlow6 is proud  
to support 

Marriage Equality USA
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Whether	  You	  Call	  it	  SWAG,	  Freebies	  or	  Promotional	  Marketing	  Products,	  
We’ve	  Got	  You	  Covered.	  	  
	  

• Apparel	  &	  Technology	  Products	  
• Awards	  and	  Recognition	  
• Quality	  Food	  Gifts	  
• Displays	  &	  Standees	  
• Custom	  Packaging	  &	  Kit	  Fulfillment	  
• Printing,	  Stickers,	  Device	  Skins,	  Tattoos	  &	  Buttons	  
• Custom	  Promotional	  Products	  (Domestic	  &	  Overseas)	  

	  
	  

Shane	  Maddox	   415.425.1824	   shane@offbeatproductions.com	  
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Editor’s Note: Welcome to our Weddings, Anni-

versaries & Occasions section. Inquire how your social 

announcement can appear free of charge, or how your 

wedding services ad can be included at a special rate: 

Publisher@sfbaytimes.com or 415-601-2113. 

(Editor’s Note: We were delighted to hear 

that our two “Weddings” columnists 

joined forces: both in conducting a wedding 

ceremony together and in writing the be-

low column about the event. Howard was 

the officiant, and made the wedding both 

legal and magnificent. Elizabeth gave the 

beautiful homily to the grooms and their 

guests, and offered the blessing. By all ac-

counts, the grooms were delighted with the 

collaboration. Howard said, “Elizabeth 

and I were pretty joyous ourselves!” Here’s 

to love, friendship and collaboration. We 

celebrate them all.)

There are many routes to get to the 

Petaluma Yacht Club. Yes, there 

really is a yacht club in Petaluma! 

There’s an inlet off San Pablo Bay 

that travels northwest. Not surpris-

ingly, it’s called the Petaluma River, 

which then changes names and ter-

minates as Lichau Creek.

Why the geography lesson in a col-

umn about lifecycle events? Because 

a beautiful wedding took place there 

recently. It may take 45 minutes to 

an hour for most of us to drive to the 

Petaluma Yacht Club. For grooms 

Russ Coggeshall and Multono Had-

isuryo, it took 31 years.

Russ & Mul’s love story started oh 

so appropriately: aboard a cruise 

ship. Mul was the bar manager and 

Russ a passenger. Russ noticed the 

cute bartender, and was taken by his 

great smile and terrific personality. 

After that cruise, the two men met 

up in San Francisco. Russ played 

tour guide for Mul and his friends. 

They enjoyed each other’s company 

and began dating—31 years ago!

For all these years, Russ has appreci-

ated Mul’s warm and caring personal-

ity. Russ came to adore how close and 

supportive Mul is with family back in 

Indonesia. Mul’s youngest niece who 

lives in San Francisco became like a 

daughter to them. Russ stated that 

his partner helped him become more 

compassionate and empathetic. Mul 

admired how Russ presented himself. 

Mul learned to pay more attention 

to his appearance, becoming as well 

dressed as Russ. 

They both worked at the San Fran-

cisco Yacht Club. In that environ-

ment, the two men didn’t feel com-

fortable being ‘out,’ however, being 

in close proximity allowed them to 

spend their work days together. As 

the decades wore on, time wasn’t 

kind to Russ, as he took ill. He could 

no longer work and become more 

and more dependent on Mul. 

Russ’ il lness taught Mul how to 

overcome the enveloping sadness. 

Mul learned to become more patient 

and live in the present. He took on 

additional responsibilities, responsi-

bilities they had shared for decades. 

Through all the difficulties, Mul has 

retained his positive attitude and 

Russ his quick wit. 

Both men were thrilled when same-

sex marriage became permanently 

legal in California. As both men de-

sire to live each day of their lives to 

the fullest, they decided to get mar-

ried. Mul was proud to get married, 

saying it helped him be out and open 

as part of a gay couple. Russ said that 

they have been engaged for 31 years 

and it was about time to finally get 

married! Mul’s response upon hear-

ing that was, “Yes, we are perfect 

for one another.” They both feel 

that they are growing closer every 

day and appreciating not only each 

other, but also all that they have.

To bring Russ and Mul’s 31-year 

partnership into legal matrimony, 

they wrote their own vows.

Mul wrote: “From today forward as 

I have each day in the past, I make 

my vows to you. This new begin-

ning will brighten the journey of our 

life together. I will love you com-

pletely, we will love each other with 

our full selves. After 31 wonderful 

years, you are and always have been 

my hero, my best friend and a won-

derful soul mate. I love you more 

and more each day. I am looking 

forward to sharing your happiness 

for many years to come, and I will 

be there in sickness and in health. 

I love you, I love you, and I will al-

ways love you, Russ.”

Russ wrote: “My dearest Mul; you 

are the wind beneath my wings, my 

everlasting love and your compas-

sion and empathy are endless. That 

I thrive when I am with you points 

to our great love. I live for your love. 

I am blessed to have you continually 

placed by my side…I love you, I love 

you, and I will always love you.”

Rings were exchanged. “I do’s” were 

said. A blessing on the marriage was 

given that ended with “may every-

one be lifted by this day, by these 

two beloved men, and by this joyous 

celebration.” Their nephew com-

mented that Mul and Russ met one 

day before he was born! 

No matter what you may have 

been doing 31 years ago, whether 

you were already born or not, we 

hope that hearing Russ and Mul’s 

story through our eyes allows you 

to feel like you were with us. Every-

one at the ceremony, including us, 

had tears of joy streaming down our 

faces as the sun was streaming down 

on the deck of the Petaluma Yacht 

Club and as Russ and Mul celebrat-

ed their wedding in front of family, 

friends and the universe.

Rev. Elizabeth River is an ordained In-

terfaith Minister based in the North Bay. 

www.marincoastweddings.com

Howard M. S t e i e rmann i s  an o r-

dained Ritual Fac i l i ta tor based in 

San Francisco. www.SFHoward.com

Weddings

Reverend Elizabeth River  

 and Howard Steiermann

Our First Collaboration!  

Mul and Russ’ Unforgettable Petaluma Wedding

Over the course of the marriage 

equality movement, one key thing 

we’ve learned in state after state is 

that sharing our stories with others 

is critical. The single most powerful 

way to bring people to support civil 

marriage equality is by making the 

issue personal.

Marriage Equality USA recently 

launched “Getting to ‘I DO’: Our 

Journeys to Marriage Equality,” a 

collaborative project aimed at col-

lecting and sharing a wide range 

of multimedia-rich stories about 

relationships, family, marriage, ad-

vocacy, and equality.

Ted shares, for example, the bitter-

sweet story of how marriage equal-

ity came too late for him and Jack, 

his partner of more than 25 years. 

In 2009, Jack was diagnosed with 

cancer. Just days after a marriage 

equality lobby day in Albany that 

same year, Jack died. When the 

freedom to marry finally came to 

New York two years later, Ted—an 

ordained, former minister—noted 

his joy at having “the privilege of 

joining together the lives of two lov-

ing persons,” even though he and 

his own “beloved” were denied that 

opportunity.

Sveta shares her journey to receiv-

ing her marriage-based green card 

last year. She writes about a “surre-

al” interview with USCIS in 2010. 

“Why can’t you just go to Russia?” 

an immigration officer asked her, 

after she explained, “I would be 

in danger as a member of a perse-

cuted minority, if I were to be sepa-

rated from my U.S. citizen partner 

of over a decade and deported back 

to Kazakhstan.” She continued, 

recalling the incident: “My wife 

was in the same room, but was not 

allowed to speak…I was asked to 

strike out her name and informa-

tion as my spouse from my applica-

tion for asylum.” Sveta concluded, 

“The Defense of Marriage Act ren-

dered us legal strangers.”

Such stories are as varied and 

unique as the LGBT community. 

Many of the “Getting to ‘I DO’” 

stories focus on the joy of marriage 

itself, or how the authors felt the 

day their states finally recognized 

the freedom to marry.

We also have touching stories from 

allies, like Reenie, an interfaith 

minister who writes about how a 

burgeoning friendship with a les-

bian seminary classmate led to ad-

vocating for “same sex couples in 

their quest to be together.” Roger, 

a former Marine, shared a deeply 

personal story about his journey to 

support full equality for same-sex 

couples, and his regret that it took 

him so long to do so. Roger writes, 

“We don’t need to look backward 

for a chance to stand up for prin-

ciples. Life isn’t about always be-

ing right—I was wrong for a long 

time—but about learning from 

mistakes and making amends.”

Every story is unique, and we nev-

er know which story will resonate 

with someone who is still unsure 

about marriage equality. By shar-

ing your story today, you may be 

the change that helps someone fi-

nally get to “I do.”

Browse our collection of “Getting 

to ‘I DO’” stories at cowbird.com/

marriageequalityusa/collection/

getting-to-i-do/, and then please 

share your own journey to “I DO” 

with us. Learn more at marriage-

equality.org/gettingtoido/ 

Thom Watson, a leader in the nation-

wide grassroots organization Marriage 

Equality USA, lives in Daly City with 

his husband, Jeff Tabaco.

Getting to “I DO”:  

Sharing Stories to Change Hearts and Minds

Marriage Equality

Thom Watson, 

 Marriage Equality USA
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The Last Drag training expert Gloria Soliz celebrated a joint birthday with friends.

Left, Bill Hirsh, AIDS Legal Referral Panel executive director, and 

Thompson Chambers were married at Bernal Hill Park in San 

Francisco. Bill’s son Jesse Tanenbaum, a Universal Life clergyman, 

officiated. Below, Bill and Thompson with family and friends.

Oakland City Council member Rebecca Kaplan and Pamela Rosin 

have announced their engagement. 

Actor Jim Nabors, beloved as an icon at the 

Indianapolis Motor Speedway, sang “Back Home 

Again in Indiana” for the final time on Sunday, May 

25. Nabors, who married this past year his longtime 

partner Stan Cadwallader, had recently announced 

that he would be retiring from the annual Indianapolis 

500 following the 2014 event. He first sang the song 

at opening of the Indy 500 in 1972.

Fred Sullivan and Jaime Botello, founders of the Gay Vanity Wedding 

Show, celebrated their marriage on Monday, May 19, in San Francisco.

Richmond Police Chief Chris Magnus and Terrance Cheung, chief 

of staff for Supervisor John Gioia, celebrated their marriage  at the 

Berkeley Rose Garden. A recepiton followed at Salute’s waterfront 

restaurant in Richmond.
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Mexico’s premire LGBT destination 
is proud to join the celebration 

of marriage equality 
and invites you 

to experience our  shores

PL ANNING + DESIGN
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’BOUT TIME! 

ANOTHERBULLWINKELSHOW.COM 

ANOTHER
BULLWINKEL

SHOW

THANK YOU
SENATOR

LENO
FOR YOUR LEADERSHIP IN EXPANDING  
MARRIAGE EQUALITY RIGHTS  

IN CALIFORNIA!

A Program of
The Richmond/Ermet Aid Foundation

Online Guide to Over
250 Nonpro�t
Community,

Arts & Athletic
Groups Bene�ting

SF’s LGBT Community

CONGRATULATIONS  

SENATOR LENO  

A CHAMPION FOR  
MARRIAGE EQUALITY





marriageequality.org


