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MARRIAGE EQUALITY USA DELIGHTED PENNSYLVANIA  
MARRIAGE EQUALITY RULING NOT TO BE APPEALED 

Pennsylvania becomes 19th Freedom to Marry state in the union! 

Philadelphia/New York · 21 May 2014 ― Marriage Equality USA thanks Pennsylvania Governor Tom 
Corbett for his principled decision not to appeal Tuesday’s district court ruling striking down the 
commonwealth’s ban on marriage equality as a violation of the due process and equal protection clauses 
of the U.S. Constitution. We welcome Pennsylvania as the latest freedom to marry state, joining 18 others 
and the District of Columbia! 

"There is no defense for discrimination, and the Governor's wise decision today is based in the realization 
that love is the highest law of the land," affirmed Marriage Equality USA Communications Director Stuart 
Gaffney. 

Tuesday, Judge John E. Jones ruled that Pennsylvania’s laws barring loving, supportive same-sex couples 
from civil marriage violate the due process and equal protection clauses of the U.S. Constitution. In his 
eloquent decision, Judge Jones concluded, “In the sixty years since Brown [v. Board of Education] was 
decided, 'separate' has thankfully faded into history, and only 'equal' remains. Similarly, in future 
generations the label same-sex marriage will be abandoned, to be replaced simply by marriage. We are a 
better people than what these laws represent, and it is time to discard them into the ash heap of history." 

In a statement today, Governor Corbett said, “I have thoroughly reviewed Judge Jones’ opinion in the 
Whitewood case. Given the high legal threshold set forth by Judge Jones in this case, the case is 
extremely unlikely to succeed on appeal. Therefore, after review of the opinion and on the advice of my 
Commonwealth legal team, I have decided not to appeal Judge Jones’ decision.” 

“Since the United States Supreme Court struck down DOMA last year, the verdict of all 13 federal trial 
courts who have addressed marriage equality has been unanimous: liberty and justice for all. Governor 
Corbett's decision today is particularly significant because it shows that all branches of our government 
and society are now embracing the freedom to marry,” noted Marriage Equality USA Legal and Policy 
Director John Lewis. 

Marriage equality is an important civil right, but not the only one denied to most LGBT Americans. 
Buzzfeed legal editor Chris Geidner points out that the speed of marriage equality is outpacing the fight 
for basic employment, housing and public accommodations protections for LGBT Americans, noting that in 
Pennsylvania, “same-sex couples can marry, but could be fired for being gay.”  

mailto:sgaffney@marriageequality.org
mailto:bsilva@marriageequality.org
mailto:bsilva@marriageequality.org


"As the momentum for equality under the law accelerates day after day, we know this is no time to rest 
but rather a critical moment in time to redouble our efforts to win full equality in all aspects of our lives for 
all Americans," concluded MEUSA Executive Director Brian Silva. "This latest in the unbroken series of 
recent victories comes thanks to the hard work of the coalition led by the ACLU, our partners Marriage 
Equality for Pennsylvania, and our personal stories that are changing the hearts and minds of America 
every day." 
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Founded in 2001, Marriage Equality USA® (MEUSA™) is a volunteer-driven national grassroots organization whose mission is "to 
secure legally-recognized civil marriage equality for all, without regard to sexual orientation or gender identity, at the state and 
federal level through grassroots organizing, education, action and partnerships". We are a registered 501(c)(3) and all donations are 
tax deductible. For more information please go to www.marriageequality.org.   
MEUSA™ on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/marriageequalityusa, on Twitter http://www.twitter.com/meusa, on 
Google+ https://plus.google.com/+MarriageEqualityOrg, on YouTube http://www.youtube.com/marriageequalityusa. 
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