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MARRIAGE EQUALITY USA CELEBRATES DECISION  
MAKING OREGON THE 18TH FREEDOM TO MARRY STATE IN THE UNION 

 

Portland/San Francisco · 19 May 2014 ― The air is vibrating with excitement in Oregon and across the nation 
following U.S. District Judge Michael McShane's decision, effective immediately, making marriage equality a reality in 
Oregon today. 

Justin Pabalate, Oregon resident and longtime MEUSA volunteer, worked as a field organizer for Basic Rights Oregon. 
Pabalate enthused, "I’m so thrilled with today’s decision! After working long, hard, endless hours to bring the freedom 
to marry to Oregon, I am overwhelmed with joy to finally have the chance to say 'I DO!' in front of my friends and 
family." 

In a 26-page decision, which takes effect immediately, Judge McShane found that Oregon’s statutes and constitutional 
amendment banning the freedom to marry violate the U.S. Constitution’s Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth 
Amendment. McShane also understands that marriage equality is not only about civil rights and civil equality, but about 
love, devotion, and family as well.  

In a poetic, moving, and deeply personal conclusion, Judge McShane professed, “At the core of the Equal Protection 
Clause… there exists a foundational belief that certain rights should be shielded from the barking crowds; that certain 
rights are subject to ownership by all and not the stake hold of popular trend or shifting majorities… I believe that if we 
can look for a moment past gender and sexuality, we can see in these plaintiffs nothing more or less than our own 
families. Families who we would expect our Constitution to protect, if not exalt, in equal measure. With discernment we 
see not shadows luring in closets or the stereotypes of what was once believed; rather, we see families committed to 
the common purpose of love, devotion, and service to the greater community…. Let us look less to the sky to see what 
might fall; rather, let us look to each other… and rise.” 

"There is no defense for discrimination, as the State of Oregon made clear in refusing to defend the state marriage ban 
in court. Today's decision brings marriage equality to the entire West Coast as the state of our unions grows ever 
stronger," said MEUSA Legal and Policy Director John Lewis. 

Tracy Hollister, MEUSA Program Manager and former Oregonian, said, "I'm delighted to hear the news that my home 
state of Oregon has become our country's 18th freedom to marry state! Marriage Equality USA and the National Equality 
Action Team (NEAT) have been standing by ready to provide national phone banking support for the ballot initiative to 
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win marriage in Oregon in case it was needed. With today’s decision wedding bells will ring out across Oregon, and we 
will redirect our volunteer power to other states to build even greater support nationwide for marriage equality." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 2001, Marriage Equality USA® (MEUSA™) is a volunteer-driven national grassroots organization whose mission is "to 
secure legally-recognized civil marriage equality for all, without regard to sexual orientation or gender identity, at the state and 
federal level through grassroots organizing, education, action and partnerships". We are a registered 501(c)(3) and all donations are 
tax deductible. For more information please go to www.marriageequality.org.   
MEUSA™ on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/marriageequalityusa, on Twitter http://www.twitter.com/meusa, on 
Google+ https://plus.google.com/+MarriageEqualityOrg, on YouTube http://www.youtube.com/marriageequalityusa. 
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