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MARRIAGE EQUALITY USA LEADERS OPTIMISTIC AFTER 10th CIRCUIT HEARING 

Salt Lake City/Denver · 10 April 2014 ― Marriage Equality USA leaders attended today’s 
hearing in Kitchen v. Herbert at the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals in Denver and left the 
courthouse energized and optimistic. 

“The courtroom atmosphere was electric, and the intense questioning from the judges really 
brought out the fundamental importance and the meaning of marriage,” said Jolene Mewing on 
the courthouse steps after the hearing. Mewing is a Marriage Equality USA local organizer from 
Salt Lake City, Utah. “We left the courthouse filled with hope that the judges are preparing to do 
the right thing.” 

Prior to the hearing, Marriage Equality USA Projects Manager Ned Flaherty discussed the state’s 
position in the Utah case during NPR’s Morning Edition with Terry Gildea. “The thinking among 
political leaders in Utah seems to be that the government can treat some citizens unfairly as 
long as a lot of people vote to do it,” Flaherty said. “Everyone has to be treated fairly. Utah is 
saying that for 90% of the people there are no criteria to meet for marriage. Just ask and you’re 
home free. And then for this other 10% they’re saying, not only can you never marry, but we 
have this long list of reasons why you can never marry, and you could never meet these criteria 
anyway.” Flaherty maintains that a law that violates the 14th Amendment should rise above any 
state's right to regulate marriage.  

The day’s judicial proceedings in Denver were followed by a 
Community Rally this evening in Salt Lake City, Utah. Local 
marriage equality supporters gathered at the Salt Lake City 
and County Building to show their public support for the Utah 
case plaintiffs and their hope for a positive ruling. 

Following the rally, local organizer Colleen Mewing enthused, 
“We had a great mix people show up to voice their support 
for marriage equality at our Community Rally! Our folks were 
cheering, the folks driving by were honking; it was fantastic! 
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People's signs told the story -- everyone is so grateful to the plaintiffs and the attorneys who 
presented our side of the case at today’s hearing. The momentum in our fight for marriage 
equality just keeps building and we keep moving forward!" 

“Ever since the U.S. Supreme Court ruled last summer, every federal court to consider marriage 
equality has ruled in our favor,” noted Marriage Equality USA Executive Director Brian Silva. 
“The 10th Circuit hearing has renewed our optimism that the judicial winning streak for marriage 
equality will remain unbroken.” 
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Founded in 2001, Marriage Equality USA® (MEUSA™) is a volunteer-driven national grassroots organization whose mission is "to 
secure legally-recognized civil marriage equality for all, without regard to sexual orientation or gender identity, at the state and 
federal level through grassroots organizing, education, action and partnerships". We are a registered 501(c)(3) and all donations are 
tax deductible. For more information please go to www.marriageequality.org.   
MEUSA™ on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/marriageequalityusa, on Twitter http://www.twitter.com/meusa, on 
Google+ https://plus.google.com/+MarriageEqualityOrg, on YouTube http://www.youtube.com/marriageequalityusa. 
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