
 
 
 
February 1, 2016 
 
Lieutenant Ruth Sadowitz 
Sector Miami Waterways Division Chief 
United States Coast Guard Sector Miami 
100 MacArthur Causeway 
Miami, FL 33139 
 
Re: 33 CFR Part 110, Docket No. USCG-2015-0729, Port of Miami Anchorage 
 
Dear Lieutenant Sadowitz, 
 
On behalf of Miami Waterkeeper, I am writing in support of the proposed modifications to the 
Miami Anchorage based on the study conducted by the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection (FDEP) Southeast Florida Coral Reef Initiative (SEFCRI). According to the study, 
negative impacts to threatened and endangered corals from boat anchors and boating activity 
within the Miami Anchorage could be reduced by dividing the Anchorage into two separate 
areas, while still allowing for safe anchorage of vessels. Given the monumental importance of 
healthy coral habitat to the ecology and economy of Miami, we support modifications to the 
Miami Anchorage to increase protection for corals and their habitat. 
 
Coral reefs are invaluable ecosystem architects, providing coastline protection from storm 
surges, supporting valuable fishing and recreation industries, and creating some of the most 
biodiverse ecosystems in the world. The Florida Reef Tract is the only living reef tract in the 
continental United States and the third largest barrier reef ecosystem in the world. 
Unfortunately, corals in this region have declined by 80-90% since the 1970’s. Many of the 
causes of coral decline are global or regional in nature, such as warming and acidification, and 
therefore are more difficult to address. By improving local conditions, however, we can help 
corals survive global and regional threats. For example, studies have shown that when water 
quality improves, coral bleaching declines1. Therefore, management decisions that reduce local 
stressors, such as the anchorage area, will result in improvements in the overall condition of the 
reef and increase the amount of habitat available for corals to recover and recruit. 
 
A 2010 study conducted by FDEP identified approximately 700 acres of hardbottom resources 
within the footprint of the Miami Anchorage, which are inevitably impacted by boating activity. 
Specifically, anchor slippage and vessel groundings damage corals listed as threatened under 
the Endangered Species Act and essential fish habitat designated under the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act.  
	  

																																																													
1	Wooldridge,	S.	Water	quality	and	coral	
	bleaching	thresholds…Mar.	Poll	Bull.	2009	



Studies have indicated significant differences between coral diversity, density, and cover within 
the Anchorage and control sites, pointing to damage caused by activity within the Anchorage. 
In order to lessen impacts while still allowing for the safe anchoring of vessels, FDEP SEFCRI 
has proposed redesigning the Anchorage, splitting it into two zones.  
 
We believe the redesign would better protect threatened species and critical coral habitat while 
still allowing safe navigation in and around the Port of Miami and strongly support the proposed 
changes. These kinds of management decisions will allow our reefs to recover and to persist for 
generations to come. Thank you to the Coast Guard for diligently working on this proposal and 
for the opportunity to comment. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Rachel Silverstein 
Executive Director & Waterkeeper 
Miami Waterkeeper 
 
 
 
 


