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Lawsuit Launched Against Trump Administration for Failing to Protect Nassau Grouper Habitat 

Florida, Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands Nearshore Waters Need Safeguards 

 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.— Conservation groups launched a lawsuit against the Trump 
administration today for failing to protect Nassau grouper habitat, which faces threats from 
nearshore pollution and climate change impacts like sea-level rise and ocean acidification. 

“These big fish need our help keeping their homes livable,” said Jaclyn Lopez, Florida director at 
the Center for Biological Diversity. “Clean and clear nearshore waters are important to 
Floridians, and they just so happen to be essential for the grouper, too.” 

The Endangered Species Act prohibits federal agencies from authorizing activities that will 
destroy or harm a listed species’ critical habitat. Animals with federally protected critical habitat 
are more than twice as likely to be recovering as species without it. Today’s notice letter, from 
the Center, WildEarth Guardians and Miami Waterkeeper, warns officials they may be sued for 
failing to act. 

The Nassau grouper used to be one of the most common groupers in the United States. 
Overfishing contributed to a 60% decline. In 2016 the National Oceanic Atmospheric 
Administration listed the grouper as threatened under the Endangered Species Act in response 
to a scientific petition from WildEarth Guardians. 

“Critical habitat designation is a key part of the strong protections of the Endangered Species 
Act,” said Taylor Jones, an endangered species advocate at WildEarth Guardians. “The agency 
has a responsibility to fully implement the law in order to protect this amazing fish.” 

Nassau grouper is native to South Florida and the Caribbean, including the U.S. Virgin Islands 
and Puerto Rico. Poor water quality and increased sedimentation due to land-development 
practices threaten coral and macroalgae that are important resources during the grouper’s 

mailto:jlopez@biologicaldiversity.org
mailto:tjones@wildearthguardians.org
mailto:rachel@miamiwaterkeeper.org
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biologicaldiversity.org%2Fpublications%2Fpapers%2Fbioscience2005.pdf&data=01%7C01%7Cjlopez%40biologicaldiversity.org%7C99906e49a53e4063333b08d7da3711e0%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1&sdata=Yh9O88Gcc2JwFHBIShtBsH6eyOUV4L%2BtMmSUiFNB0tI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biologicaldiversity.org%2Fspecies%2Ffish%2Fpdfs%2FNOI-Nassau-Grouper-Failure-to-Designate-CH.pdf&data=01%7C01%7Cjlopez%40biologicaldiversity.org%7C99906e49a53e4063333b08d7da3711e0%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1&sdata=j8wnzHKG%2BACGpx8cAoU%2Fttt%2B57r2XOEcc4FiXrVGoFo%3D&reserved=0


various life stages. Coral reefs are also acutely threatened by climate change impacts, including 
sea-level rise and ocean acidification. 

“Nassau groupers, like thousands of other species, are dependent upon a healthy coral reef 
ecosystem to survive,” said Rachel Silverstein, executive director of Miami Waterkeeper. “With 
coral reef habitat rapidly disappearing, it is imperative that the agency designate Nassau 
groupers’ critical habitat, as required by the Endangered Species Act.” 

 

 

 

 

 

The Center for Biological Diversity is a national, nonprofit conservation organization with more 
than 1.7 million members and online activists dedicated to the protection of endangered species 

and wild places. 

WildEarth Guardians (www.wildearthguardians.org) is a conservation nonprofit whose mission is 
to protect and restore the wildlife, wild places, wild rivers, and health of the American West. 

Guardians has offices in Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, Oregon and 
Washington, and over 278,000 members and supporters worldwide. 

Miami Waterkeeper is a South Florida-based nonprofit. Our mission is to protect South Florida’s 
watershed through citizen engagement and community action, ensuring swimmable, drinkable, 

fishable, water for all. www.miamiwaterkeeper.org 
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