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IN THE FIRST DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL
STATE OF FLORIDA

JOSE OLIVA, in his official capacity
as Speaker of the Florida House of
Representatives, et al.,

Appellants, Case No. 1D18-3141
L.T. Case Nos. 2018-CA-001423
V. 2018-CA-002682
FLORIDA WILDLIFE FEDERATION,
INC., et al.,
Appellees.

THE LEGISLATIVE PARTIES’ RESPONSE TO
WATERKEEPERS FLORIDA’S MOTION FOR LEAVE TO
FILE AMICUS CURIAE BRIEF IN SUPPORT OF APPELLEES

Appellants, the Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives, the
President of the Florida Senate, and the Florida Legislature, oppose Waterkeepers
Florida’s Motion for Leave to File Amicus Curiae Brief in Support of Appellees.

1. Waterkeepers Florida should not be permitted to file a brief because
Waterkeepers Florida is little more than an alter ego of St. Johns Riverkeeper, one
of the plaintiffs below and appellees before this Court.

2. Not only is St. Johns Riverkeeper one of the thirteen “waterkeeper”
organizations that comprise Waterkeepers Florida, but it was also one of the

“principal movers of the formation of WATERKEEPERS Florida.” SUWANNEE
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RIVERKEEPER, http://www.wwals.net/2018/12/30/waterkeepers-florida-signs-
resolution-against-phosphate-mines-in-florida-2018-12-19.

3. With that background, it is not surprising that Lisa Rinaman, who is
the head of St. Johns Riverkeeper, and who testified below as St. Johns
Riverkeeper’s corporate representative, also serves as Chair of the newly formed
Waterkeepers Florida. 1d. Nor is it surprising that, in addition to the same
leadership, the two organizations share the same address and telephone number:
2800 University Boulevard North, Jacksonville, Florida 32211, (904) 256-7591. Id.

4, Waterkeepers Florida claims that it “works to protect and restore our
water resources,” Mot. { 3, but that work has a short history. Waterkeepers Florida
was formed only late in 2018, and its board held its inaugural meeting only two
and a half months ago, on December 19, 2018. SUWANNEE RIVERKEEPER,
http://www.wwals.net/2018/12/30/waterkeepers-florida-signs-resolution-against-
phosphate-mines-in-florida-2018-12-19. Almost no information about
Waterkeepers Florida is available publicly (e.g., on the Internet), and there is little
indication that Waterkeepers Florida has taken any action as an organization since
its formation two months ago, other than sign a resolution against phosphate

mines, id., and move for leave to assist this Court in the disposition of this appeal.
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5. Waterkeepers Florida cryptically describes itself as a “unified entity,”
but does not explain what a “unified entity” is. Mot. { 2. It is neither incorporated
nor a non-profit organization, further calling into question its independent
existence. And its motion does not disclose the extent to which St. Johns
Riverkeeper’s counsel—who have already filed a fifty-page answer brief in this
appeal, see Answer Br. of Fla. Wildlife Fed. Appellees (Feb. 15, 2019)'—might
have participated in the preparation of Waterkeepers Florida’s motion and
proposed brief.

6. St. Johns Riverkeeper should not be permitted to exceed the fifty-page
limit under the “Waterkeepers Florida” moniker. The two organizations have the
same leadership, the same address, and the same telephone number, and for all
practical purposes appear to be interchangeable. St. Johns Riverkeeper could easily
have presented the same argument that \Waterkeepers Florida, as a proxy for
St. Johns Riverkeeper, proposes to present in its amicus brief. The submission of
an amicus brief by Waterkeepers Florida—effectively a second brief by St. Johns
Riverkeeper—is therefore unnecessary and a circumvention of the page limitations
in the Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. The Court should reject this attempt to
secure additional pages and to present argument that St. Johns Riverkeeper could

and should have presented in its own fifty-page brief. See Ciba-Geigy Ltd. v. Fish

! St. Johns Riverkeeper is one of the “Florida Wildlife Federation
Appellees.”
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Peddler, Inc., 683 So. 2d 522, 523 (Fla. 4th DCA 1996) (“Since the parties are
limited as to the number and length of briefs, amicus briefs should not be used to
simply give one side more exposure than the rules contemplate.”).
WHEREFORE, Appellants, the Speaker of the Florida House of
Representatives, the President of the Florida Senate, and the Florida Legislature,
respectfully request that the Court deny Waterkeepers Florida’s Motion for Leave

to File Amicus Curiae Brief in Support of Appellees.
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George N. Meros, Jr. (FBN 263321)
HOLLAND & KNIGHT LLP

315 South Calhoun Street, Suite 600
Tallahassee, Florida 32301
Telephone: 850-425-5622

Email: george.meros@hklaw.com
Attorneys for Appellants, the Florida
Legislature, Senate President Bill
Galvano, and Speaker Jose Oliva

Jeremiah Hawkes (FBN 472270)
General Counsel

Ashley Istler (FBN 105253)
Deputy General Counsel

THE FLORIDA SENATE

302 The Capitol

404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100
Telephone: 850-487-5237
Email:
hawkes.jeremiah@flsenate.gov
istler.ashley@flsenate.gov
Attorneys for Appellant, Senate
President Bill Galvano
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Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Andy Bardos

Andy Bardos (FBN 822671)
James Timothy Moore, Jr. (FBN 70023)
GRAYROBINSON, P.A.

Post Office Box 11189

Tallahassee, Florida 32302
Telephone: 850-577-9090

Email:
andy.bardos@gray-robinson.com
vanessa.reichel@gray-robinson.com
teresa.barreiro@gray-robinson.com
tim.moore@gray-robinson.com
Attorneys for Appellants, the Florida
Legislature, Senate President Bill
Galvano, and Speaker Jose Oliva

Adam S. Tanenbaum (FBN 117498)
General Counsel

THE FLORIDA HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

418 The Capitol

402 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300
Telephone: 850-717-5500

Email:
adam.tanenbaum@myfloridahouse.gov
Attorneys for Appellant, Speaker Jose
Oliva



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| certify that, on March 4, 2019, the foregoing document was furnished by

email to the individuals identified on the Service List that follows.

/s/ Andy Bardos
Andy Bardos (FBN 822671)
GRAYROBINSON, P.A.
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SERVICE LIST

Harold G. Vielhauer

Anthony Pinzino

FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE
CONSERVATION COMMISSION

The Bryant Building

620 South Meridian Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1600
bud.vielhauer@myfwc.com
anthony.pinzino@myfwc.com
Attorneys for Appellants, Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission and
Executive Director of the Fish and
Wildlife Commission

Bradley R. McVay

Ashley E. Davis

Carlos A. Rey

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE

R.A. Gray Building, Suite 100

500 South Bronough Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250
carlos.rey@dos.myflorida.com
Attorneys for Appellants, Secretary of
State and Department of State
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Robert A. Williams

Jeffrey Brown

Kelley Corbari

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

3900 Commonwealth Blvd., M.S. 35
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000
jeffrey.brown@dep.state.fl.us
kelley.corbari@dep.state.fl.us
syndie.l.kinsey@dep.state.fl.us
Attorneys for Appellants, Secretary of
Environmental Protection and
Department of Environmental
Protection

Steven L. Hall

Joan Towles Matthews

Allan J. Charles

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND
CONSUMER SERVICES

The Mayo Building

407 South Calhoun Street, Suite 520
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0800
steven.hall@freshfromflorida.com
joan.matthews@freshfromflorida.com
allan.charles@freshfromflorida.com
Attorneys for Appellants, Commissioner
of Agriculture and Department of
Agriculture



Joseph W. Little

3731 NW 13th Place

Gainesville, Florida 32605
littlegnv@gmail.com

Attorneys for Appellees, Florida
Defenders of the Environment, Inc.;
Stephen J. Robitaille; Joseph W. Little;
James P. Clugston; Lola Haskins;
Stephen M. Holland; and W. Thomas
Hawkins

Kenneth B. Wright

1301 Riverplace Boulevard, Suite 1818
Jacksonville, Florida 32207
ken@jacobsonwright.com
vickie@jacobsonwright.com

Attorneys for Appellees, Florida
Wildlife Federation, Inc.; St. Johns
Riverkeeper, Inc.; Environmental
Confederation of Southwest Florida,
Inc.; The Sierra Club, Inc.; and Manley
Fuller

Robert T. Benton, Il

P.O. Box 126020

Tallahassee, Florida 32302-0412
bob@bentonlex.com

Attorneys for Appellees, Florida
Wildlife Federation, Inc.; St. Johns
Riverkeeper, Inc.; Environmental
Confederation of Southwest Florida,
Inc.; The Sierra Club, Inc.; and Manley
Fuller
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David G. Guest

525 West 8th Avenue

Tallahassee, Florida 32303
david@davidguestlaw.net

Attorneys for Appellees, Florida
Wildlife Federation, Inc.; St. Johns
Riverkeeper, Inc.; Environmental
Confederation of Southwest Florida,
Inc.; The Sierra Club, Inc.; and Manley
Fuller

Alisa Coe

Bradley Marshall

EARTHJUSTICE

111 South Martin Luther King Jr.
Boulevard

Tallahassee, Florida 32301
acoe@earthjustice.org
bmarshall@earthjustice.org
kstandridge@earthjustice.org
slewis@earthjustice.org
ruhland@earthjustice.org

Attorneys for Appellees, Florida
Wildlife Federation, Inc.; St. Johns
Riverkeeper, Inc.; Environmental
Confederation of Southwest Florida,
Inc.; The Sierra Club, Inc.; and Manley
Fuller



