
 
 
 
 
NOAA Fisheries 
1315 East-West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 
RE: Docket No. 201221-0351 
 
Subject: A call to strengthen right whale protections 
 
Dear NOAA Fisheries, 
Miami Waterkeeper strives to keep southern Florida’s waterways clean, 
protected and thriving. Though outreach, education, advocacy and research, we 
engage a diverse community to be stewards of the natural environment so it can 
be enjoyed for generations to come.   
 
It is in this spirit that we write with deep concern that the North Atlantic right 
whale is on a path to complete extinction unless bold action is taken. Every new 
generation of right whales are birthed off the warm coastal water of northern 
Florida and we want to do all we can to make sure that continues.   
 
According to most recent estimates there are only about 360 right whales left on 
earth.  Since 2017, there have been 45 known right whale deaths, or injuries so 
severe that they are presumed dead.  If there are 45 known deaths, the total 
death toll is much higher due to the unknown deaths that haven’t been counted. 
 
The biggest cause of right whale deaths is entanglement in lobster trap gear off 
the coast of New England. During the migratory trek from Floridian to Canadian 
waters, whales have to navigate treacherous lobster fishing areas, where too 
often they become tangled in the vertical lines that connect traps on the ocean 
floor to buoys on the surface.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



While we appreciate your work to address this, we find your agency’s proposed 
rule to reduce entanglement does not go far enough. Target numbers for 
reduction in deaths should reflect current populations, and the current proposal 
relies too heavily on unproven “weak rope” technology.  We request that you take 
actions to improve the rule before its final publishing and implementation.   
 
In addition, because the current proposal will take at least a year to implement 
and it could take two years to see noticeable change, we agree that emergency 
action, implementing targeted fishing closures in areas most trafficked by the 
whale, and while they move through it, make sense.  At the very least until we 
can turn this around and see their number start to increase again.   
 
Thank you for providing an opportunity to share input on this proposed rule and 
encourages you to go further in protecting the North Atlantic right whale before it 
is too late.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Rachel Silverstein, Ph.D. 
Executive Director & Waterkeeper 
Miami Waterkeeper 
 


