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The ﬁnal four asylum seeker children currently on Nauru will leave with
their families for the United States, the Prime Minister has announced.
However, the move is yet to be ﬁnalised.
In a joint statement with immigration minister David Coleman, Prime
Minister Scott Morrison said that the move vindicated the government’s
approach.
“We have got all the children Labor put in detention centres out, and we
have shut down all the detention centres Labor opened, including on
Christmas Island,” Mr Morrison said.

Katharine Murphy
@murpharoo

We’ve got the kids off Nauru, David Coleman says, while
conﬁrming four kids remain, and will stay until the
Americans follow through with an agreement to take them
#nuances #auspol
553 7:24 AM - Feb 4, 2019
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Matt Darvas is Micah Australia’s Campaign Director. Mr Darvas
welcomed the announcement.
“When the Prime Minister took ofﬁce in August last year there were 109
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12th Annual Lunch for

children still on Nauru and today this announcement means the ﬁnal four

former P.F.A members and

and their families will be removed,”

friends

“This has been an extraordinary campaign, led by Australia’s
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humanitarian and refugee sector with many thousands across the country

Climate Pastoral Care

raising their voice on behalf of these children.”

Training

“It has been incredible to watch the momentum build in churches and in
the public, and it’s proof that when we raise our voice together, change
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can happen.”
Many prominent Christian leaders have spoken out on the issue. A broad
coalition of church groups joined the Kids Off Nauru campaign in hosting

CONNECT WITH US

prayer vigils and lobbying politicians.
Love Makes A Way’s Matt Anslow was ambivalent about the
announcement.
“When there’s no children left on Nauru — and not before — then I’ll offer
congratulations,” Dr Anslow said.

ADD AN EVENT

“But certainly not to the government. All they’ve done is to ﬁnally heed the
words of advocates, doctors, lawyers, churches, the UN, every human

Are you hosting an event in the

rights body, and basically any decent person. They’ve ﬁnally caved to

Synod that will be of interest to

public pressure, just in time for the lead up to the election.”

Insights' readers?

Dr Anslow suggested that others should be congratulated should the

To add an event listing email us your

move take place, including those who had struggled for the children’s

event details.

release.

(mailto:insights@nswact.uca.org.au)

“I’m torn between celebration and despair at the government’s supremely
cynical attempt to claim credit.”

A full list of events can be found on
our Events page
(https://www.insights.uca.org.au/events).

The move comes after court rulings
(https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2018/jul/05/australiaagrees-to-take-seriously-ill-refugee-girl-from-nauru-as-case-reaches-

INSTAGRAM

court) that the government must bring the children to Australia for
medical treatment and amidst speculation that the government was
facing defeat on the ﬂoor of parliament
(https://www.mandurahmail.com.au/story/5884357/refugee-panelfails-to-woo-crossbench-mps/?cs=9397) over the issue of medical
transfers.
As recently as November
(https://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/immigration/childrefugees-to-return-to-nauru/newshttps://www.insights.uca.org.au/news/asylum-seeker-children-to-leave-nauru
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said that the children would return to Nauru once their medical treatment
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had ﬁnished.
Jonathan Foye is Insights’ Editor
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