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Australia's overseas aid set for shake�up as Pacific power
balance shifts

Ben Doherty

International development minister Alex Hawke says changes in the region mean it is
time for a new aid plan

Tue 19 Nov 2019 19.07 AEDT

Australia’s aid policy is set to be recast for a rapidly changing global order, with international
development minister Alex Hawke forecasting a new aid plan for the country “in the near
future”.

Speaking on the Good Will Hunters podcast, Hawke said since Australia’s “new aid paradigm”
was launched under Julie Bishop in 2014, the world had changed dramatically. New issues and
players were emerging in Australia’s region, and it was time for a “new aid plan”.

“The way the world is progressing today things move a lot faster, obviously things have
changed a lot in the last six years and the government is very aware of that,” Hawke said.

“We have already started the conversation about our aid program and the objectives that it has,
the strategy behind it, the plans beneath it and the need to refresh and also look at how often
we will be refreshing and updating those plans.”

https://www.theguardian.com/profile/ben-doherty
https://soundcloud.com/user-296532637/the-right-honourable-alex-hawke-minister-for-international-development-and-the-pacific
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Australia’s aid budget has shrunk dramatically and consistently since the Coalition came to
power in 2013, falling from $5.05bn in 2013 to $4.04bn this financial year.

It is now just 0.21% of gross national income, the lowest level in Australia’s history, and far
below the 0.7% threshold agreed to at the UN General Assembly in 1970, but which Australia
has never reached.
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Aid accounts for 0.82% of Australia’s budget, the lowest ever level, and is forecast to fall even
lower.

The aid budget is heavily weighted towards the Pacific, where Australia has historically been,
and remains, the dominant aid provider, but where China has a markedly growing presence.

Hawke also confirmed that the $500m Australia announced at the Pacific Islands Forum to fight
climate change in the Pacific was not new money, but funds reallocated from the existing
Pacific aid budget.

Several Pacific Islands leaders questioned the proposal, saying they were being asked to move
money from health and education programs to address climate change.

“It’s not new money obviously, it’s within the existing envelope,” Hawke said. “However, we
are spending more in the Pacific than before, you do have a bigger amount going to the Pacific –
$1.4bn – [and] $500m is within that on climate adaptation and climate resilience. That’s a
recognition that more and more of the aid budget is related to climate, in infrastructure or
outcomes.”

Hawke said the narrative that Australia was not doing enough to address climate change was
false, and the $500m was the largest committed to climate change measures by any country in
the Pacific.

“That’s just recognition that we understand climate is the number one issue … in the Pacific.”

The Morrison government has faced consistent criticism that it is failing to address climate
change domestically, and has been condemned by climate-vulnerable Pacific neighbours for its
perceived paternalistic attitude.

Several Pacific nations, including the Solomon Islands and Kiribati, have begun a diplomatic
pivot to China, which has pledged billions of dollars in infrastructure funding through its global
Belt and Road Initiative.

Tim Costello, the Executive Director of Micah Australia, said the aid review was needed, and
represented a chance to restore Australia’s influence and reputation in the region.

“Soft-power and trust and relationships are critical,” he said. “Defence is the last resort, our
soft power is the first resort, and that’s what we’ve been cutting.”

Costello said that Australia’s aid pivot to the Pacific – while important – needed to engage with
issues critical to the developing island states in the region.

“We’ve got to show it’s not just fear of China, and we must hear their existential cry about
climate change,” he said.

http://devpolicy.org/aidtracker/trends/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/guardian-australia-morning-mail/2014/jun/24/-sp-guardian-australias-morning-mail-subscribe-by-email
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/aug/12/australia-will-fund-a-500m-climate-change-package-for-the-pacific-pm-to-announce
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/aug/16/fiji-pm-frank-bainimarama-insulting-scott-morrison-rift-pacific-countries
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He said that with the aid budget slashed, the Pacific focus had come at the expense of other
parts of the world. “We cut Africa, virtually totally, we cut Nepal, Pakistan, Myanmar,
Bangladesh and it really did damage our reputation in Asia.”

We've got an announcement…
… on our progress as an organisation. In service of the escalating climate emergency, we have
made an important decision – to renounce fossil fuel advertising, becoming the first major
global news organisation to institute an outright ban on taking money from companies that
extract fossil fuels.

In October we outlined our pledge: that the Guardian will give global heating, wildlife
extinction and pollution the urgent attention and prominence they demand. This resonated
with so many readers around the world. We promise to update you on the steps we take to hold
ourselves accountable at this defining point in our lifetimes. With climate misinformation rife,
and never more dangerous than now, the Guardian's accurate, authoritative reporting is vital –
and we will not stay quiet.

You've read 31 articles in the last four months. We chose a different approach: to keep Guardian
journalism open for all. We don't have a paywall because we believe everyone deserves access
to factual information, regardless of where they live or what they can afford to pay.

Our editorial independence means we are free to investigate and challenge inaction by those in
power. We will inform our readers about threats to the environment based on scientific facts,
not driven by commercial or political interests. And we have made several important changes
to our style guide to ensure the language we use accurately reflects the environmental
emergency.

The Guardian believes that the problems we face on the climate crisis are systemic and that
fundamental societal change is needed. We will keep reporting on the efforts of individuals and
communities around the world who are fearlessly taking a stand for future generations and the
preservation of human life on earth. We want their stories to inspire hope.

We hope you will consider supporting us today. We need your support to keep delivering
quality journalism that’s open and independent. Every reader contribution, however big or
small, is so valuable. Support the Guardian from as little as $1 – and it only takes a minute.
Thank you.

https://www.theguardian.com/media/2020/jan/29/guardian-to-ban-advertising-from-fossil-fuel-firms-climate-crisis#show-draft-epics
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