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Chong Proposes Sweeping Reforms to Give Power to the 
People 
The plan proposes reforms to political parties, the House of Commons and the Senate 
 
Today, leadership candidate Michael Chong proposed sweeping reforms to political parties, the House of 
Commons and the Senate, to give power to the people. 
 
Chong said, “The Liberal government is proposing electoral reforms to change the way Canadians vote 
for their MP. The real problem is not how Canadians elect their MP. The real problem is what happens to 
those MPs when they get to Ottawa: They are too controlled by party leaders and the Prime Minister.” 
 
He added, “Changing the way we elect MPs isn’t going to fix this very real problem. Reforming parties, 
the House of Commons and the Senate will fix this problem. That’s what I’m proposing today.” 
 
Chong is proposing to eliminate the party leader veto over party candidates and require  that party 
candidates have the democratic approval of grassroots party members. In addition, he is proposing to 
change political parties by making membership free and by implementing a system of public registration 
for party membership. To end the partisan games played during elections, Chong is proposing legislation 
to create an independent "Commission on Party Leader Debates". 
 
Chong is also proposing reforms to the House of Commons. These reforms include having committee 
members and chairs elected by secret ballot, including the proposed National Security and Intelligence 
Committee. Chong is also committing to restoring the right of MPs to ask questions of the government in 
Question Period. 
 
Finally, Chong is proposing Senate reforms that include the election of the Senate Speaker and the 
election of the Senate Government Leader, removing the Prime Minister’s power to appoint these 
positions.  
 
"The Liberals promised to reform the House of Commons and Senate. They promised Question Period 
reform, secret ballot election of committee chairs and proper national security oversight. They have not 
delivered,” Chong said. He added, “I'm committed to taking action. My record demonstrates that I'm 
willing to fight for real democratic reform, not just talk about it." 
 
For more about the plan, Democratic Opportunity: Power to the People, go to www.chong.ca 
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