WHY FAST?

As a spiritual practice, fasting sharpens our intentions. Like a pebble in our shoe, the nagging feeling
of hunger—or the discomfort of forgoing something we usually take for granted—is a persistent
reminder to commit and recommit to inner transformation.

While many of us grew up “giving something up” for Lent, only to gleefully indulge in the forbidden
item when the season passed, we hope that this fast will be more than a temporary exercise in
deprivation and will help you make lasting changes in your everyday practices and mindset.

WHY PLASTIC?

* If we continue to produce and discard plastic at the expected rates, our oceans will contain
more plastic than fish by 2050.

* Asa byproduct of fossil fuels, plastics are the fastest growing and second largest source of
industrial greenhouse gas emissions (according to the Center for International and
Environmental Law).

* Throughout its life-cycle—from production through the hundreds (if not thousands) of years
after its disposal—plastic harms wildlife and human health. Among humans, this harm is
experienced first and worst by communities of color, low-income communities and other
vulnerable populations.

HOW TO USE THIS CALENDAR

A lot of the activities suggested here relate to individual consumption choices because these are
areas of our lives where we often have the most agency to make changes. But while changing our
consumption habits is a great place to start, it would be a terrible place to stop!

At Michigan IPL, we use the model of the 3-legged stool to think about change-making. One leg is
about practical, local actions—like many of the actions suggested here. The second leg is about
broader, structural change—change that is made through advocacy or voting, for example. And the
third leg is about changing our spiritual orientations and relationships with others. During Lent and
beyond, we encourage you to think about how you can make change in all of these dimensions.
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PLASTIC FAST FOR LENT 2020

Genesis 1:26-27: “God spoke: “Let us make human beings in our image, make them reflecting our
nature, so they can be responsible for the...Earth itself.” Meditate on this verse and take time to
set your intentions for this season of fasting: What am | willing to sacrifice for the sake of
protecting our common home? What life-long habits can | form? Who can | share this with?

Take a few minutes to begin educating yourself about plastic pollution -
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/key-facts-about-plastic-pollution/. Then, take a few more
minutes to have a conversation about it with a friend, family member, or colleague.

This weekend, watch the documentary A Plastic Ocean and learn about why reducing plastic
pollution is so important, especially for marine life - https://plasticoceans.org/about-a-plastic-
ocean/. Invite a friend or two to join you.

Recycling your plastic is a good choice. A better choice? Avoid plastic all-together. Listen to this
interview by Terry Gross to learn more about the after-life of plastic recyclables:
https://www.npr.org/2019/09/12/760128833/waste-examines-the-global-and-local-afterlife-of-
recyclables

Think about this phrase from a Greenpeace report “Single-use plastics are used for moments and
then last lifetimes.”* One of the easiest ways to cut out single use plastics is to buy or make
yourself a set of reusable shopping bags. And don't forget to keep them by your coat, in your car,
or wherever you'll remember to carry them along. If you have more reusable bags than you need,
find a fellow grocery shopper you notice is using a plastic bag, and give them an unexpected gift.
17 million barrels. That's how much oil it takes each year to meet Americans’ demands for bottled
water.* Reduce plastic AND save money by buying a reusable water bottle - or two! Keep onein
your car, near your purse, and/or in your reusable shopping bag. Are you hooked on purified
water? Try a refillable water bottle that simultaneously filters.*

Skip the single-use coffee cup. Most to-go coffee is served with a plastic lid. Instead, bring your
own re-usable mug. Often you’ll get a discount for purchasing a “refill” at gas stations and coffee
shops. Consider having a couple reusable cups, one in your bag and one in your car (or on your
bike), so you're never caught without one.

Each year millions of single-use plastics get thrown out in the US.* You can help reduce this
amount: when grabbing fast food or take out, request to have the plasticware left out. If you're
eating on the go, keep your own set(s) of silverware in your bag or in the car.

When grocery shopping stay away from single-serving plastic containers such as single portion
yogurt, applesauce, crackers, nuts, etc. Rather, opt to buy larger quantities and divide them into
smaller reusable containers.

Consumers have a personal responsibility to reduce plastic waste, but so do supermarkets. Most
of the larger chains in the U.S. are doing little in the way of promoting plastic reduction. Take a
few minutes today and tomorrow to read this report by Greenpeace and learn about what
grocery store chains are doing, and not doing, to address the plastic problem:
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/reports/packaging-away-the-planet-2019/ . Should you
reconsider where you do your grocery shopping?

One of the biggest reasons plastic and other recyclable items end up in land-fills is because of
the issue of contamination. When too many items that a given recycling system cannot handle
end up mixed in with the many the items it can (as little as .5%%), the whole lot gets thrown out.
To stop yourself from contributing to this, make sure all items you put into your recycling bin are:
1. clean (that means no greasy pizza boxes or items with food residue!) and 2. accepted by your
local recycling provider. Even if you're sure you're already doing it right, check with your local



https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/key-facts-about-plastic-pollution/
https://plasticoceans.org/about-a-plastic-ocean/
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PLASTIC FAST FOR LENT 2020

provider to find out exactly what they accept and what they do not. These things change over
time!

Take a few minutes to write an email to one of the major supermarket companies regarding
plastic waste. You can use the article from the 3/6 for pointers on your “ask” from them. If letter-
writing is not your forte, take a minute to find a local or national petition to sign that confronts
one of the major grocery store chains on plastic reduction, such as this one
https://www.change.org/p/kroger-reduce-plastic-in-grocery-chains-f107c8df-c2d6-46b8-9480-
9c8308fe4e40

Of the 86 million tons of plastic packaging companies produce worldwide each year, only 14% is
actually recycled.* Even if the plastic item’s packaging is labeled as recyclable, and you've placed
it in your recycling bin, the likelihood of the material being recycled depends upon commodity
markets that change over time.* When confronted with the choice, choose food and other items
that are not packaged in plastic. For example, choose a box of noodles over a bag of noodles, a
paper bag of sugar over a plastic bag, or glass jar of juice over a plastic bottle. If using a straw,
consider using a paper straw or reusable metal straw.

Do you love flavored waters, juice or sparkly drinks? Opt for juices in glass jars over plastic. Better
yet, most grocery stores sell flavors that can be added to water (although packaged in plastic,
they produce much less waste). Consider purchasing a water-carbonator such as a Soda Stream.
Add your own flavors or buy juice in a glass jar and mix it half and half with the soda for a
satisfying beverage.

Choose produce that is not pre-packaged and bring your own bag for your produce. Choose
supermarket chains that have more un-packaged produce options or shop at your local farmers
market.

Rather than buying pre-packaged deli meat and sliced cheese, bring your own re-usable
container, and ask the deli personnel to package your order. If this feels awkward, bring a couple
of friends along and make the request together. If they refuse, and you're still feeling brave, ask
to speak to a manager.

Look into visiting your local recycling center to learn how your plastic is recycled. Most have
opportunities for tours. Got kids, grandkids or nieces and nephews? Turn it into a field trip!

Of all single use plastics, clamshell containers are the most difficult to recycle.* Because of the
wide variety of shapes and sizes, facilities have a difficult time sorting them, as well as removing
sticky residue such as sticker labels. If you buy a product in a clamshell, remove the sticker before
recycling it.

Did you know that only 5% or less of plastics in the U.S. are recycled?* Much of this is due to
clamshell containers which are often not accepted by recycling centers. If your local recycling
center doesn’t accept clamshells, ask a local farmer at the farmer’s market if they have use for
your used produce clamshell container. Make sure you clean them well before donating them.
The best option when it comes to clamshell containers? Don’t buy products packaged in them.
Go for the scissors or toy that just have a tag or cardboard box, the lettuce that's tied together in
a bunch, or the tomatoes that you can bag yourself.

When eating out, bring your own re-usable container in lieu of a plastic take-home container for
leftovers. Do the same when eating at the cafeteria, or another take-out place, where food is
packaged in plastic clamshells.

Have you made the move away from plastic grocery bags yet? The next step is produce bags. Try
saving other bags that food comes home in — bread bags, chip bags, cracker bags and cereal


https://www.change.org/p/kroger-reduce-plastic-in-grocery-chains-f107c8df-c2d6-46b8-9480-9c8308fe4e40
https://www.change.org/p/kroger-reduce-plastic-in-grocery-chains-f107c8df-c2d6-46b8-9480-9c8308fe4e40
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bags. Store these bags in your reusable shopping bags and use them for bagging produce at the
grocery store.

Let’s zoom out for a moment to consider how we can move our whole economy in a more
sustainable direction. The Story of Solutions describes how two different ways of managing
plastic—bottle deposits and a “ban the bag” campaign—are two very different types of
intervention: the first is a “solution” that maintains a system of over-production and waste, while
the second is a “game changer.” Watch this 9-minute video and consider how you can be a
game changer: https://storyofstuff.org/movies/the-story-of-solutions/

Household cleaners are notorious for their plastic packaging. One easy switch? Change from
using liquid detergent in a bottle, to using powdered detergent in a box. Want to save money
too? Make your own using this easy recipe: https://wellnessmama.com/462/homemade-laundry-
detergent/. Want to use even less packaging? Try soap nuts: https://econutssoap.com/

It's nice to have a spray bottle of all-purpose cleaner around, but a lot of plastic is wasted with
each new bottle. Keep the last one you bought, and when it's empty add 2 cups of water, 2 cup
vinegar, 1 tsp of castile soap (such as Dr. Bronner’s) and some essential oils if you like a scent. Not
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