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Michigan Oil and Gas Industry Economic Impact: Michigan Senate District 20

 Michigan Natural  Total Jobs   All-Time All-Time 
 Resources Trust MNRTF (Direct and Local Property Private Royalty Crude Oil Prod. Nat. Gas Prod. 
County Fund Projects Grants Induced) Taxes Paid Payments (2014) (in 42 gal. bbl) (in Mcf)

Kalamazoo 38 $8,618,600 388 $1,252,000 $653,000 793,116 —

Legislative Spotlight: Senator Sean McCann (D-MI 20)
This is the latest in a regular series of  features on Michigan’s 

 legislative leaders, as we take a look at their background in the 
Legislature and the Michigan oil and gas industry’s economic 
impact on their district. These legislative spotlights will be archived 
in the news section of the MOGA webpage and featured in MOGA’s 
bi-weekly newsletter as well as in Michigan Oil & Gas News Monthly 
Report Editions.

MOGA has county-by-county fact sheets detailing the positive 
impact our industry has in every county of the state for your use. 
You can find these online at Michiganoilandgas.org or by contacting 
Michael at  mcornelius@michiganoilandgas.org for more fact sheets.

We encourage you to reach out to the featured elected officals to 
share the great work we do in their district.

by Mike Cornelius 
MOGA Outreach Manager

Senator Sean McCann was elected to 
the Michigan Senate in 2018 to represent 
the 20th state senate district, which 
encompasses the entirety of Kalamazoo 
County. The first term Senator previously 
served in the State House.

McCann was drawn to public service as 
a student at Western Michigan University 
where he earned a bachelor’s degree in 
political science. He spent his first years out 
of college working to build his community 
from the ground up as executive director of 
the Vine Neighborhood Association.

While working for Vine, McCann was 
elected to the Kalamazoo City Commission 
and served five two-year terms. As a 
commissioner, he worked on the clean-
up of the Kalamazoo River, revitalization 
of Downtown Kalamazoo, fostering the 
community’s economic development and 
strengthening its public safety.

McCann was proud to help enact 
Kalamazoo’s Human Rights Ordinance and 
received the commission’s 2009 Dedication 
& Service Award. During this time, he 
worked for the American Red Cross of 

Southwest Michigan, where he supported 
families affected by disasters, provided 
service to members of the armed forces 
and assisted with blood collection drives.

In 2010, McCann was elected to 
serve the city of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo 
Township, city of Parchment and Cooper 
Township as the 60th District State 
Representative. During this time, he was a 
member of the Appropriations Committee. 
Before returning to the legislature, McCann 
worked as executive director of Kalamazoo 
Friends of Recreation, supporting local 
recreation programs and leading efforts to 
improve city parks.

In his first term as a State Senator, 
McCann sits on several committees. He is 
the minority vice chair on both the Senate 
Energy & Technology Committee as well 
as the Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Natural Resources and Environmental 
Quality. He also sits on the Appropriations 
Committee and the Appropriations 
Subcommittees for Agriculture and Rural 
Development and Capital Outlay.

In addition to his public service, Senator 
McCann has served on many boards 
and committees in his community. He 
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is a member of the Northside Ministerial 
Alliance and a board member for 
Prevention Works, in addition to holding 
a lifetime membership with the NAACP. 
Senator McCann lives in Kalamazoo with 
his wife, Priscilla Lambert, and their two 
children, Alex and Lauren.

We encourage you to reach out to 
Senator McCann by phone at 517-373-
5100 or by email at sensmccann@senate.
michigan.gov and share the great work we 
do in his district.


