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Opinion
All Is Fair... Or Is It?

   I think we all need to ask ourselves a 
question, is all fair in love and war, and 
does that apply to politics? The level of 
nastiness between candidates in their 
literature mailed to our houses is 
absolutely incredible. Candidates attack-
ing candidates, often with half truths, 
has come to be expected. 
   But when is it acceptable to use half 
truths and innuendo against the spouse 
of a candidate? I have known Bob 
Bontempi, husband of Candidate 
Stephanie Bontempi for County 
Legislator for the 18th Legislative 
District, for close to two decades. The 
assault on his reputation, and his 
integrity, is not only uncalled for, but it 
is highly disturbing.
   For the record, Bob Bontempi has 
been co-chair of the Huntington Fall 
Festival and has given selflessly of his 
time in service to our community. Bob 
has also served alongside of me as co-
chairman of the Huntington Township 
Chamber of Commerce after the death 
of our friend and then Chairman Larry 
Kushnick. Mr. Bontempi also served 
with distinction for four years as the 
chairman of the chamber. For those 
who may recall, Bob came into office 
during a particularly difficult time in 
the town, during the height of the 
great recession. Bob started the 
highly acclaimed campaign "Buy 
Local".
 His wife who is the candidate, 
Stephanie Bontempi’, certainly does not 
need Bob‘s help. She speaks multiple 
languages, holds two masters and is 
quite accomplished on her own right as 
a highly respected educator. She is a 
bright and articulate candidate. 
    I’m wondering how her opponent 
would feel if they began to go after his 
wife in a very public forum in front of 
all of their neighbors? 

   And just for the record, according to 
filings with the Board of Elections, the 
Bontempi campaign has raised a fraction 
of what her opponent has raised. I invite 
anyone to go on the Board of Elections and 
look at the list of contributors in their 
filing. I think you will find the mud thrown 
is false and misleading.

  To sum up, candidates should be 
building their case why we should vote for 

them, not the case as to why we should 
not vote for their opponent. Rumor and 
innuendo about a spouse in a local 
election demands an apology and never 
be acceptable behavior.

On That Note...

   We have been getting many letters 
about candidates and why people 
support them or don't support them. The 
Long Islander decided a number of 
years back not to endorse candidates 
for any particular office. We refrain 
from publishing letters that people 
send that endorse a candidate 
running for office.

 If you choose, you can take 
out an advertisement and put 
your thoughts out for the world to 
see. I personally have done that in 
the past. However you must use 
your name and be liable for 
any claims you make.
 We are a newspaper with a 
proud journalistic tradition. We are not 
a blog, we are not a website, we 
are not Facebook or Instagram. 
   We thank all of our subscribers for 
giving us the opportunity to come in 
their homes every week and present 
what happens in our town in a clear 
factual manner for them to make their 
own decisions.

- Jim Kelly




