
Milwaukee County District 18 
2014 Survey Results 

 
In fall 2014, Milwaukee County Supervisor Deanna Alexander sent out newsletters and surveys to over 
7,200 households (primarily those which have demonstrated an interest in government based on 
choosing to vote). 244 surveys were completed from neighbors willing sharing opinions – this was a 
response rate of just over 3%. The following details summarize the results, with Supervisor 
Alexander’s comments noted in italics. 
 
Q1: Do you believe your overall tax burden is too high?   Yes - 70%        No - 30% 

Tax burden consists of all of the money we pay in taxes – from property taxes to income taxes to 
payroll taxes to sales taxes and the list goes on.  The primary taxes that the Milwaukee County 
Board has input on or control over are property taxes and sales taxes. Of the respondents that 
said their tax obligations are not too high, most offered comments clarifying that they would be 
willing to pay more taxes because of the significant needs a metro area like Milwaukee has, or 
that tax increases would be acceptable if the funds were used to directly benefit a service they 
care about, such as parks maintenance.  Most respondents felt that their tax burden is too high, 
particularly in comparison to the often-lower taxes paid by residents of other Wisconsin 
counties.  It is important to know, however, that because of the way tax bills are calculated for 
each property owner, it is entirely possible for the County Board to hold the tax levy, yet for a 
resident’s tax bill to increase (potentially a sign of reduced county-wide development), or for 
the County Board to increase the tax levy and for a resident’s tax bill to simultaneously 
decrease (potentially a result of increased development or residential population). 

 
Q2: When the salaries of County Supervisors are reduced by about 50% in 2016, do you think 
they should switch from daytime meetings to evening meetings?  Yes - 76%        No - 24% 

The salary reduction was a somewhat controversial issue when the law was signed.  This 
question, however, aims at implementation with compliance.  If the board continues to meet 
during the daytime, then a majority of working adults are excluded from the legislative process 
to a degree because of schedule conflicts.  If the board began to meet in the evenings, it is 
possible that more of the public would be available to attend meetings, but whether they will or 
not remains to be seen.  The County Board currently has a task force that is reviewing the 
practices of other boards and governments to determine the best course of action forward.  In 
either case, the Board’s meetings are all video-recorded and available for live or post-review 
online.    

 
Q3: Do you support raising taxes to pay for building the Bucks a new basketball arena in 
downtown Milwaukee?        Yes - 16%        No - 84% 

The concept of a new arena has been in the news for a while now and since this survey was 
distributed an artist’s rendering of the proposal has been unveiled and conversations between 
the Bucks owners, the MMAC, the city, the county, and the state have been ongoing and 
partially made public.  It seems that while most district residents support the Bucks and want to 
ensure the basketball team stays in Milwaukee, most also believe that tax dollars must be 



prioritized to other needs or that billing residents for an arena is not the best option for funding 
the development.  Some respondents focused their “yes” vote on vision for Milwaukee and the 
hope that by going along with a new taxpayer-funded arena and entertainment district, 
Milwaukee could further boost its appeal to those relocating or considering leaving the area.    

 
 
Q4: Do you support re-aligning the salaries of County employees to fairly match competitive pay 
rates?          Yes - 73%        No - 27% 

Milwaukee County’s Human Resources department has been leading the county through a 
process of self-review for over a year, in an attempt to determine if employees are being 
compensated fairly.  The results have shown that while some employees have been earning a 
salary at or above market rates, quite a few employees have been paid a salary far below 
market rates due to the County failing to update pay scales to reflect actual job duties rather 
than only the names of positions.  This disparity in compensation has been a contributing factor 
to high turnover in certain departments amongst other HR concerns.  HR asked that the County 
Board approve an entirely new list of pay scales.  Doing so would simultaneously give many 
employees raises (based on market-competitive rates, and the incumbent’s knowledge, 
experience, education, and skills) and bring the County more in-line with the way the private 
sector as well as other public sector governmental organizations calculate appropriate salary 
ranges.  I have supported this change in many votes, but the full implementation has yet to pass 
the full County Board of Supervisors.  

 
Q5: Milwaukee County only offers 50 taxicab permits for airport pickups. Do you support lifting 
or eliminating that cap so more taxicab drivers can provide services at the Milwaukee airport? 

Yes - 88%        No - 12% 
Many taxicab drivers have approached Milwaukee County asking for the opportunity to do 
business at GMIA.  While any driver could drop someone off at the airport, historically only 
permitted drivers could pick someone up.  There have been concerns about traffic congestion 
and whether or not the airport would have enough space to allow cabs to park while awaiting 
their fares.  As of the writing of this commentary, policy changes are still under consideration 
and careful work toward plain old good policy are my primary goals.  
 

Q6: Do you support selling the neglected O’Donnell parking garage and rooftop park to 
Northwestern Mutual?           Yes - 82%        No - 18% 

O’Donnell park and garage has been a hot topic in Milwaukee for over a year.  It started when 
Northwestern Mutual made an unsolicited offer to purchase the property, to improve and take 
over operation of the garage, and to maintain and improve the park, while paying off the 
county’s debt on the property and leaving the county with additional cash at the close of the 
deal.  I was supportive of moving forward with this proposal.  There was vocal opposition to the 
proposal for reasons like, “we should never sell park land,” and “that lakefront property is 
worth more than the appraisal states,” and “we should only do business with non-profits or 



other governments when dealing with land; not for-profit companies.”  The final proposal from 
NM failed to gain a vote of approval, by a rather thin margin.  NM accepted the County 
Board’s decision and regretfully, but reasonably, closed the door on any further negotiations.  
NM immediately announced plans to build a competing parking garage nearby.  The County 
Board continued to debate possibilities for the O’Donnell park and garage parcel, discussing 
RFP’s (Request for Proposals) and the possibility of accepting various future bids on the land.  
Those suggestions also failed when put to a vote of the body.  The most recent development, 
however, has been the Milwaukee Art Museum, a non-profit organization, expressing interest in 
an opportunity to propose a plan for maintenance, beautification, or acquisition of O’Donnell 
park and garage.  While it seems that all County Board members support working with the 
MAM, the board is split between two positions: one (which I agree with) that would like to open 
the door to receiving and reviewing all ideas for the space, and another position that supports 
giving the MAM exclusive rights for proposals on the space.  Regardless of the direction the 
county takes, if it does nothing, the park and garage will continue to cost more in expenses than 
are brought in with revenues, so the County will be forced to divert tax dollars from other 
services and projects in order to keep and maintain the property.   

 
Q7: The Vogel Park wading pool is 47 years old and a liability for the County. There are two 
wading pools and one splash pad less than 1.5 miles away. Do you support the proposal to turn 
the Vogel wading pool into green space?     Yes - 84%        No - 16% 

In the fall of 2014, I held a public meeting at Vogel Park to listen to residents’ opinions and 
concerns on this issue.  The meeting was publicized in the same mailing as this survey, as well 
as online via email and in press releases with a total audience of not less than 7,200 families, 
including a mailing focused in the neighborhood surrounding Vogel Park.  Only 4 residents 
appeared at the listening session, none had strong concerns about the proposed conversion, and 
a few had mild questions about it.  Therefore, I choose to support the conversion knowing that 
with fewer responsibilities draining our Parks Department, there will be more resources for 
everyone and the nearby pools and splash pad would likely remain available and be better 
maintained.   

 
Q8: If you were put in the no-way-around-it decision of choosing between laying off Sheriff's 
Deputies or raising taxes by about 2% to preserve public safety, would you support the tax 
increase?          Yes - 71%        No - 29% 

I was intrigued by this response because as noted in Q1, most respondents believe that their tax 
burden is too high.  One might expect residents to then stand firm against tax increases for any 
reason.  This result, however, seems to show that even those who would prefer to see taxes 
reduced are willing to raise taxes if the funds go directly toward public safety and reducing 
crime.  I appreciated seeing these results because this type of question is often the final issue 
raised for us policy-makers during the budget process, and can be a very difficult vote 
depending on public sentiment and the pivotal balance between disliking taxes and disliking 
crime.  For an elected official and representative of the people who has taken a stand to both 



resist raising taxes as much as possible, but to prioritize public safety, this response adds 
clarity to your preferences.   

 
Q9: What is the greatest problem facing Milwaukee County today that you believe elected 
officials can help solve?  

(This is a sample of the actual comments received) 

• Crime (This was the most frequent response). 
• Proper allocation of funds for maintenance of county roads and parks. 
• Mental health services. 
• Lack of 20 year strategic plan and coordination with other counties. 
• American Corporations.  Lack of Living Wage.  Lack of Regional Transit Authority.  Waukesha 

County’s blindness to inter-connectedness to Milwaukee County.  
• Deal effectively with the county’s long-term structural deficit. 
• Stop in house arguing.  It is annoying in the news.  Find common ground.  
• Putting the interests of the county bureaucracy ahead of the welfare of the people of the county. 
• Dishonesty and being unaccounted by most County Supervisors.  So glad you are not one of 

these! 
• Taxes need to increase to pay for crumbling infrastructure and parks.  
• Criminals who get their hands slapped and put right back out on the streets to do the crimes 

again and again.  
• Please reduce our high taxes.  As a senior citizen my income is small.  My home price keeps 

increasing and I can’t sell my house for what they keep raising the value on.  I would leave 
Milwaukee if I could.  

• We desperately need to widen and improve I-94 and I-894.  
• To help instill a sense of pride & ownership in the natural environment in Milwaukee County.  

Land stewardship goes far beyond aesthetics.  People need to know the practical side as well of 
protecting our air, water, soil, wildlife, and natural landscapes right here at home.   

• Property taxes are too high and are hurting many people hanging onto their homes by their 
fingernails.   

• Drunk and wrong way drivers.  
• High crime and poor schools.  
• Milwaukee County owns so much land/parks but does not have enough resources to maintain 

them.  Many parks have closed down bathrooms or vandalized property.  I think the taxpayers 
put more than enough into Milwaukee County Government.  It would be nice to see Supervisors 
find a way to spend that money more wisely without raising taxes.  

 
Q10: Which services provided to you by Milwaukee County do you find most important to 
support and maintain? (Respondents checked off up to 3 items to prioritize) 



 
a. Child Support Services - 11% 
b. County Road Maintenance - 49% 
c. Disability Services - 15% 
d. Emergency Medical Services - 29% 
e. Family Care & Aging - 18% 
f. Medical Examiner - 4% 
g. Mental Health Services - 29% 
h. Parks, Pools, Trails & Golf Courses - 28% 
i. Sheriff’s Department - 56% 
j. Transit / Buses - 32% 
k. Veterans Services - 23% 
l. War Memorial & Museums - 9% 
m. Zoo - 13% 
n. Other: Several respondents either added "Jail/House of Corrections" or "They are all important" 

 

Q11: Rounded results on rating your elected officials:  
 

Supervisor Deanna Alexander –69% Positive, 9% Negative, 22% Neutral or did not rate. 
 
Sheriff David Clarke – 59% Positive, 28% Negative, 13% Neutral or did not rate.  
 
City Mayor Tom Barrett – 24% Positive, 52% Negative, 24% Neutral or did not rate.  
 
County Executive Chris Abele –24% Positive, 41% Negative, 35% Neutral or did not rate. 

 
Governor Scott Walker – 53% Positive, 41% Negative, 6% Neutral or did not rate.  
 
President Barack Obama – 27% Positive, 55% Negative, 18% Neutral or did not rate.  

 
 
 
*Disclaimer: No claims are made that this survey was procured in any scientific means, other than that 
the surveys were sent to persons requesting services from the County Board or who were listed on voter 
registration rosters for Milwaukee County’s 18th District, that all responses received were recorded 
and utilized in the calculations listed here, and that the original questions are presented here along 
with the results for your own analysis and interpretation.  
 
 


