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Dear Neighbors,

I take my role as your representative on the County Board very 
seriously and am continuously focused on helping county government 
provide you with more efficient, better quality services. 

During my first term in office I have risen above the steep learning 
curve that came with working as an elected official. I've cooperated 
and compromised with others to pass policies that help Milwaukee 
County while diligently guarding against unnecessary spending that 
would cause your cost of living to rise. The purpose of this letter is 
to share with you some of the things we have accomplished and to 
provide you with ways to contact me with your guidance. 

There is always work to be done. I look forward to discussing the 
important issues that face our community and continuing to stand 
strong for common sense toward building a better Milwaukee County! 

Faithfully,  

November 2015

SERVANT LEADERSHIP FOR MILWAUKEE COUNTY'S 18TH DISTRICT

Milwaukee County Board 
901 N. 9th Street, #201 
Milwaukee, WI 53233

Phone 
(414) 278-4259

Email 
Deanna.Alexander@

milwaukeecountywi.gov

Web Page 
www.county.milwaukee.gov/

Alexander

@CntySupDeanna

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

Parks, Energy & Environment

Transportation, Transit  
& Public Works

Intergovernmental Relations

EMS Council - Chair

Milwaukee Child Welfare 
Partnership Council

Clockwise from top: Supervisor Alexander debates public policy on the 
board floor; shares the truth with the media amidst a protest rally against 
Milwaukee County Family Care contractors; talks on WNOV radio with 
Senator Lena Taylor, Representative David Bowen and area resident Penny 
Sikora; and learns how Job Corps students progress in work projects.



Milwaukee County's 18th District

Milwaukee County has 19 Municipalities, 
nearly 1 million residents, and about 

380,000 households.

The Milwaukee County Zoo 
has one of the only elephant 

exhibits in the Midwest!Did you know?

Supervisor Alexander questions the County Executive's 

representatives on the Bucks Arena deal.

Office on African American Affairs
In October members of the County Board suggested creating an Office 
of African American Affairs to aid and advise on how issues such as 
health care metrics, unemployment, affordable housing, and small 
business creation affect African-heritage residents. Despite the failure 
of one amendment I supported and the passage of another I opposed, 
I was glad to be part of the unanimous vote to support this office 
because of the potential I see to improve the way Milwaukee County 
does business and to better the lives of all residents.
 

Taxicab Permits
Taxi permit monopolies along with Uber and Lyft ride services became 
controversial issues in 2015. There used to be a strict limit on the 
number of taxicabs allowed to pick up passengers at the Milwaukee 
airport. I was proud to co-sponsor legislation to widen business 
opportunities for Milwaukee drivers, lift the permit cap and help County 
government embrace more free market principles.
 

Noyes Pool Update
Noyes pool has been under construction for many months. While much 
of this work (like HVAC replacement) might not be visible when the 
pool reopens in December, it was an essential step toward ensuring this 
facility can survive in the long term. I am also pushing for the County 
to provide new signage outside the pool and to convert the lobby 
restrooms to be ADA family accessible. The pool is expected to reopen 
by the first week of December!
 

Community ID Cards & Election Integrity
The county is planning to create a Community ID Card for persons who 
have been unable to get a state ID. I believe that once it is developed, 
we must find out if it will be accepted by the state for voting purposes.  
I have offered legislation requiring that if we learn the state will not 
allow it to be used for voting, the ID should have "NOT FOR VOTING" 
printed on the card. We must be honest and careful to maintain integrity 
in our voting system with no confusion about what residents can bring 
to the polls.

Representing Our District 
 

O’Donnell Park Sale
Despite my support for accepting the Northwestern Mutual offer to 
purchase, improve, and maintain O’Donnell Park, the proposal failed 
when put to a vote. We are now anxiously awaiting a proposal from the 
Milwaukee Art Museum to potentially purchase, improve, and maintain 
this garage and roof-top green space.
 

Transit Shortfall from the GO Pass
The GO Pass is a new program that reduced bus fares for senior citizens 
and the disabled from half price to free. The senior groups and disability 
advocates that testified on the program did not support it—they told 
us, “We don't want transit for free, we just want it to be safer and better,” 
urging that we strive for quality over freebies. I was also concerned last 
spring that reports detailing millions of dollars of lost transit revenue 
were being purposely buried by other government officials. Now, months 
later, we have evidence that I was right to blow the whistle – the County 
is losing millions on the GO Pass program and in the 2016 budget will 
have to take more of your tax dollars to subsidize transit fares. I am 
hoping for a thorough review of this program in early 2016 because I 
worry that someday fares will increase or routes will be cut. We must do 
all we can to avoid that.
 

More Flexibility with Energy Assistance
This fall brought with it an opportunity for Milwaukee County to review 
energy assistance contracts: should we stay with the SDC or work 
with new partners Community Advocates and UMOS, to manage the 
Wisconsin Home Energy Assistance Program? If you’ve used energy 
assistance in the past, you’ve probably had to take off of work to apply in 
person or had to stand in long lines in the cold to have your case heard. 
Resolving this for you is one of the reasons I supported changing the 
service model. There are now flexible walk-in times, we’ve more than 
doubled the number of sites that process applications, and we have 
reduced wait time. Just two weeks into the 2015-16 heating season, 
more than 13,000 applications were processed – a 26% increase over 
the same time last year. For more information call 414-270-4MKE or visit 
EnergyAssistanceMKE.org
 

 Deanna joins River Trail School students at the Zoo's Animal Ambassador Awards

Deanna stands with Shielded Hearts 
in support of law enforcement.
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“The Emerald Necklace” is the nickname for 
Milwaukee County’s 150+ parks and public green 

spaces made up of over 15,000 acres of land.

By the end of this term, Milwaukee County's 
64th Sheriff, David A. Clarke, Jr. will be the 

longest serving Sheriff in Milwaukee history. 

Milwaukee County has new voting 
machines that will help maintain 

the integrity of our elections!

2016 Spring ElectionsThe County Budget
Some people believe that if they 
don't own any real estate, they don't 
pay property taxes, but this is not 
true! Landlords build property tax 
charges into the rent. You also pay 
sales taxes. Look at your phone bill 
– even that is taxed! 

Since 1999, the county's property 
tax levy has been raised an average 
of 2.4% per year and our county 
spends nearly $1.4 billion dollars 
each year! 

The County Executive proposes 
each annual budget, then the 
County Board works to accept it or 
change it.

These budget highlights were current at the time this 
newsletter was finalized: 

•  The Executive proposed no property tax increases, but a majority of 
board members seek to increase tax levy by about $4.9 Million or 
+1.75%. This may or may not cause your tax bill to go up, depending 
on the growth Milwaukee County has experienced. I remain committed 
to my pledge to only support a tax increase in certain situations.

•  Our 4,000+ employee’s health care premiums are held steady. 
Employees pay more into their pensions to help offset a 2015 
deficiency, but will also see wage increases.

•  Bus extensions to new job sites will add 20,000 route miles. There will 
be no bus fare ticket price increases. Learn more at RideMCTS.com

•  The county is unable to speed up debt collections to contribute to 
the new arena, so state aid to the county was cut. That reduction was 
essentially passed along to the Sheriff’s Office. The County Board is 
working to remedy those cuts for minimal impacts to public safety.

•  The county aims to increase child support collections by more than 
20%, increase opportunities for inmates to give back to the community 
by joining work crews, and increase funding for witness protection.

Supervisor Alexander's budget amendments include: 

•  Requesting every county department to provide information to track 
how well it accomplishes its mission. 

•  Preserving disc golf revenues so 100% of funds help improve, 
maintain, or advertise the courses.

•  Building an illuminated sign to promote Noyes Pool, which was saved 
from demolition. Learn more about this community indoor swimming 
pool located at 8235 W. Good Hope Rd. by calling (414) 257-7275. 

•  Providing family restrooms at County pools so caretakers that need to 
assist another can do so. Expanding access for those with disabilities to 
public playgrounds and recreation areas.

Spring Primary - Tuesday, February 16, 2016
January 27 Last day to register to vote by mail
February 1  First day for In-Person Absentee Voting  

(Location to be determined)
February 11 Last day (5:00 p.m.) to request absentee ballots by mail
February 12 Last day (5:00 p.m.) for In-Person Absentee Voting
February 16  Polls are open 7:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. for In Person Voting

Spring Election and Presidential Preference Vote - 
Tuesday, April 5, 2016
March 16 Last day to register to vote by mail
March 21  First day for In-Person Absentee Voting  

(Zeidler Municipal Building)
March 31 Last day (5:00 p.m.) to request absentee ballots by mail
April 1 Last day (5:00 p.m.) for In-Person Absentee Voting
April 5  Polls are open 7:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. for In Person Voting

As of the printing of this newsletter, the law states that each voter will 
need to provide a Photo ID. If you do not have a Photo ID, you can 
obtain one for voting purposes for NO DIRECT COST TO YOU at our 
local DMV Center - 7301 W. Mill Rd., open Mon-Fri 8:30 a.m. - 4:45 
p.m. & Sat. 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. For questions about voting or what to 
bring with you to the DMV obtain a free ID, please call the Milwaukee 
County Election Commission at 278-4060. If you have any problems 
obtaining and Photo ID to vote, please contact Supervisor Alexander's 
office and we will be glad to aid you. 

Offices open for election on the 2016 spring 
ballots include: 
 • Milwaukee County Executive
 • Milwaukee County Comptroller
 • All Milwaukee County Supervisors
 • City of Milwaukee Mayor
 • All City of Milwaukee Aldermen
 • City of Milwaukee Attorney
 • City of Milwaukee Treasurer
 • City of Milwaukee Comptroller
 • One State Supreme Court Justice
 • Circuit Court Justices for Branches 5, 14, 25, 34, 37, 44
 • One Court of Appeals District 1 Justice

Visit BringIt.Wisconsin.gov online for more 
info on Voter ID and visit MyVoteWI.gov  
to view your ballot before going to vote!

Supervisor Alexander supports County 
Executive Chris Abele's commitment  

to fiscal accountability and being  
careful with your tax dollars.
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COUNTY GOVERNMENT
 Supervisor Deanna Alexander ................... 278-4259 
 County Executive .......................................... 278-4211
 Child Support ................................................ 615-2593
 For Persons with Disabilities ......................... 278-3932
 Parks ............................................................. 257-7275
 Sheriff (non-emergency) .................................. 226-7000
 Transit ............................................................ 344-6711
 Veterans Services ......................................... 266-1234

CITY GOVERNMENT
  EMERGENCY ...................................................... 9-1-1
 City of Milwaukee ...............................286-CITY (2489) 
 (Street lights, potholes, garbage, litter)
 Fire (non-emergency) ...................................... 286-8948
  Health Department ........................................ 286-3521 

(Inspections, disease control, clinics)
 Police (non-emergency) .................................. 933-4444

OTHER COMMUNITY SERVICES
 Personal crisis or disaster? .......................Call 2-1-1
 Looking for work? Visit JobCenterOfWisconsin.com

Key Government Contacts Milwaukee County Residents enjoy 
COMPLIMENTARY admission when 

presenting a valid photo ID on  
the following days:

Honor Veterans: Support the War Memorial Center
The War Memorial Center is more than a building – it is a cultural center 
of patriotism. We can never forget the price of freedom and must pass 

this rich history to the next generation. Talk with the War Memorial 
Center directly by calling (414) 273-5533 or visit  

their website at: WarMemorialCenter.org

Senior Citizen Hall of Fame 2016 Nominations
Think of older adults you know that have served the community and 

please consider nominating them for recognition in Milwaukee County's 
Senior Citizen Hall of Fame. Nominees will have shown distinguished 

service volunteering and improving the lives of other people. A luncheon 
to honor award winners will be on May 27th, 2016 at the Italian 

Community Center and nominations are due Feb. 8, 2016.  
Contact Jill Knight at (414) 289-6794 for more information.

MILWAUKEE ART MUSEUM
Free the first Thursday of every month  
for all visitors.
Visit www.mam.org for more information.

MILWAUKEE PUBLIC MUSEUM
Free the first Thursday of every month. 
County residents get $2 off every day.
Visit www.mpm.edu for more information.

MITCHELL PARK DOMES
Free on Mondays from 9 a.m. until Noon.
Visit www.milwaukeedomes.org for more information.

MILWAUKEE COUNTY ZOO  
2015-16 FREE DAYS 
Christmas Day, New Year’s Day,  
1/9, 2/6, 3/5, 10/8, 11/5, 12/3
Visit www.milwaukeezoo.org for more information.

Supervisor Alexander joins other dignitaries at the grand reopening of the  
Veterans' Courtyard at the War Memorial Center.



Fall 2015 Survey

What Do You Think?
1st Person's  
Responses

2nd Person's  
Responses

Please help me understand your point of view on key issues so 
that I can do my best to be a voice for our district. You may complete 
this paper survey and mail it in, or fill out the online version at:  
https://www.SurveyMonkey.com/r/MKECountyFall2015

8.  Which of the following Milwaukee County public services do you find most important to support and maintain?  
(Choose up to three)

9. What other comments & thoughts would you like to share with Supervisor Alexander?

7.  What problems does Milwaukee County face today that you believe elected officials can help solve?

__ Yes   __ No __ Yes   __ No

__ Yes   __ No __ Yes   __ No

__ Yes   __ No __ Yes   __ No

__ Yes   __ No __ Yes   __ No

__ Yes   __ No __ Yes   __ No

__ Yes   __ No __ Yes   __ No

A. Child Support Services
B. County Road Maintenance
C. Disability Services   
D. District Attorney & Courts 
E. Emergency Medical Services
F. Family Care & Aging

G. Mental Health Services
H. Parks, Pools, Trails & Golf Courses
I. Sheriff
J. Transit / Buses
K. Veterans Services
L. War Memorial & Museums

M. Zoo
N. Other: _____________________________
 Other: _____________________________

1st Person's Responses:   ____   ____   ____

2nd Person's Responses:  ____   ____   ____

1st Person's Name: _________________________

Address:________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________________

2nd Person's Name: ________________________

Address:________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________________

1st Person's Response:

1st Person's Response:

1st Person's Response:

2nd Person's Response:

2nd Person's Response:

2nd Person's Response:

1.  Thinking of all the taxes you pay - such as property taxes you pay through your 
rent or mortgage, the 5.6% sales tax on most purchases, and taxes withheld 
from your paychecks - do you believe your overall tax burden is too high?

2.  Do you believe that Milwaukee County government provides a high value for 
your tax dollar?

3.  Do you have a preference on whether the Milwaukee County Board meets 
during the day or in the evenings? (If yes, please explain in space below)  

4.  The Milwaukee County Board did not have a say in the creation of what is known 
as the "Bucks Arena Deal," but the Milwaukee County Executive and City of 
Milwaukee Mayor, both officials that represent you, were very involved in the 
negotiations. Do you believe you had adequate representation at the local level 
as the plan to keep the Bucks in Wisconsin was created?

5.  Have you ever contacted Supervisor Alexander's office for assistance?

       6.  When you contacted Supervisor Alexander for assistance, did you receive a 
response that satisfied your expectations? If you did not receive a satisfactory 
response, please tell us what we missed and where we need to improve:

Continued on back
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PLACE
STAMP
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901 N. 9th Street, #201
Milwaukee, WI 53233

How to mail in your survey:
1. With the survey questions facing you, fold inward the top 

panel (see diagram below.)

2. Next, fold along the solid line. This will make the address 
side appear in the mid-panel of the trifold. The instructions 
should be the back flap.

3. Place tape an inch away from each end at the top to close.

4. Add a first-class stamp and drop in the mailbox.

Please check the Milwaukee County 
informational brochures you  
would like sent to you.

Please 
Place

First-Class 
Stamp Here

10.  Which characteristics do you find most important for your elected officials to possess or display? (Choose up to three)

11.  Please rate your elected officials.  (5 = Very Satisfied, 4 = Satisfied, 3 = Somewhat Satisfied, 2 = Dissatisfied,  
1 = Very Dissatisfied, N/A = Unable to Rate)

A. Accessibility – you can reach them to talk
B. Blending in – they stay out of the headlines and resist making waves
C.  Compromise – they are willing to give up the value of reaching all goals in 

order to guarantee partial successes
D. Educated – they have attended college or are well read
E. Experienced – they know how to get things done 
F. Family & Hobby – they have personal commitments outside of work
G. Fresh – they aren’t ingrained in the government system
H. Neighborhood Service – they volunteer and attend local events
I. Persistence – they try and try again without giving up 
J. Politics – you generally agree with the same side of the political aisle
K. Relationships – they personally know powerful people

L. Self Sacrifice – they take the right steps on your behalf, even it if will hurt     
M. Understanding – they can relate to your problems 
N. Vocal – they are open with the media and stand up for you 
O.  Work History – they have work experience in a special field or outside  

of government

P. Other: ________________________________________________

 Other: ________________________________________________

1st Person's Responses:   _____   _____   _____

2nd Person's Responses:  _____   _____   _____

A. County Supervisor Deanna Alexander ____ ____
B. County Executive Chris Abele  ____  ____
C. Sheriff David Clarke  ____  ____

D. City Mayor Tom Barrett  ____  ____
E. Governor Scott Walker ____ ____
F. President Barack Obama  ____  ____

Fold here (see diagram below)

❑ Milwaukee County Map

❑ Transit Guide

❑ Milwaukee by Bike

❑  Milwaukee County  
at a Glance

❑ Milwaukee Art Museum

❑  Milwaukee Public 
Museum

❑ Milwaukee County Zoo

❑ Dogs in the Parks

❑ Park Rentals

❑  Prescription Discount 
Card

❑ Veterans Benefits

❑ Other - I need info on:

__________________________

__________________________

Be sure to add your return address above so we know 
where to send this information.


