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Community Power 2017 Minneapolis Candidate Questionnaire – Cordelia Pierson 

Community Power invites all candidates to complete the following questionnaire to inform Minneapolis 

voters on positions shaping Minneapolis’s energy future: 

 

1. What role do you feel energy infrastructure, sourcing, and decision-making play in shaping 
livability, affordability, economic resilience and community health for Minneapolis residents and 
businesses? How do you propose to fulfill that role? 

The city’s decisions about energy infrastructure and sourcing have a significant impact on the 

sustainability of our city, and creating a just and sustainable city where all can thrive.  The 

Clean Energy Partnership brings to the table the energy utilities, city leaders, and key 

stakeholders, and is a national model for clean energy decision-making.  Investing in and 

promoting clean energy is critical for the health of our residents and businesses.  People who 

rent often do not have choices about using renewable energy or reducing energy use, or are 

not aware of the actions they can already take.  We need to figure out better ways to remove 

barriers so that all renters know about and have access to have clean energy choices that work 

for them.  Nonrenewable energy use contributes to climate change and air pollution.  I 

propose to advocate for clean energy policies and investments at the city. 

 

2. Do you think Minneapolis is adequately prepared to respond to climate change? If yes, how? If 
no, what do you think Minneapolis should do to become prepared?  
 
Minneapolis is on its way to adapting to, mitigating the effects of and reducing the impact of 
climate change, and has more work to do.  The city is anticipating more frequent storm events 
and flooding, increased heat events, more severe weather, greater stresses on our urban 
forest, greater air pollution and pollen, and more cooling days during the summer.   These will 
take a toll on human health, housing and the city’s infrastructure – roads, buildings, and 
water/sewers - with more frequent freeze-thaw cycles.  
 
To prepare the city’s 2040 comprehensive plan, city staff has begun defining the city’s climate 
resilience goals and strategies, and evaluating the city’s more vulnerable areas and people. 
The city has also adopted a Climate Action Plan, setting goals and defining metrics for greater 
sustainability.  The city is progressing more quickly in some areas, and should focus more 
efforts on areas that are lagging, like transportation.  Solutions will require both private and 
public leadership and creativity, particularly targeting vulnerable people and communities. 
Longfellow, Near North and Phillips were identified as key areas to improve our climate 
resilience.  

 

3. Do you support a policy of 100% renewable electricity for city operations by 2021, 100% 
renewable electricity by 2030 for all Minneapolis energy users, and 100% renewable energy in 
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all sectors (electricity, heating, transportation, industry) by 2050 for all Minneapolis energy 
users (check one)? 

□ Yes, by those timelines 

□ Yes, by (define years) _________________________________________ 

□ No 

Feel free to provide a deeper explanation of your position: 

 

I strongly support increasing renewable electricity and energy for both city operations and all 

Minneapolis energy users. I would like to learn about the benefit and cost of these proposals, 

and what must happen to achieve these goals. I am very interested in building energy capacity 

locally, and not necessarily relying on energy generated in North Dakota that relies on 

transmission across the state and shifts jobs and economic development to North Dakota 

instead of in Minneapolis or Minnesota.  I am more interested in a balanced plan that 

leverages local resources to reach sustainable energy goals and builds local jobs. I look 

forward to learning more from the Energy Vision Advisory Committee and appreciate that the 

EVAC’s recommendation is different from the description in this question. 

 

4. What do you intend to do during your time in office to help achieve the Minneapolis Energy 
Vision (established by City Council in 2014) and the goals of the Minneapolis Clean Energy 
Partnership? 

I strongly believe in making individual decisions that reflect my values, and modeling those 
choices.  My family chooses clean energy for our own home use, and has made energy 
efficiency improvements, like solar water and insulation.  We lived car-free for eight years, 
and now rely on bicycles, transit, and one car. 

I will continue to learn about clean energy policies and goals, and ensure that the city 

continues to encourage and require clean energy investments.  I want to make sure the city is 

dedicating resources to implementing clean energy goals, and continuing to promote clean 

energy choices with existing and new businesses, public operations, and residents – renters 

and homeowners both. 

 

5. Do you support securing universally-accessible financing that allows all Minneapolis energy 
users to make energy efficiency improvements and switch to clean energy with no upfront cost, 
no debt or credit checks, and monthly payments on utility bills that are overall lowered due to 
the energy saved? 

□ Yes 
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□ No 

Feel free to provide a deeper explanation of your position: 

 

I strongly support incentives for energy users to make energy efficiency improvements and 

switch to clean energy.  I look forward to evaluating more closely the options for specific 

financial structure of these incentives.  On-bill payment is a goal worth working towards. 

 

6. Do you support using the rooftops of Minneapolis public buildings to host community solar 
gardens that create access for low-income families as well as train and hire Minneapolis 
residents of color to install and maintain them? 

□ Yes 
□ No 

Feel free to provide a deeper explanation of your position: 

 

Yes. I support using the rooftops of Minneapolis public buildings to host community solar 

gardens, creating processes for low-income families to access those gardens for their energy 

needs, and training economically disadvantaged people to install and maintain them, 

including residents of color.  It is vital for the City of Minneapolis to ensure that its building 

portfolio is doing the most good possible by generating energy, revenue and employment 

opportunities for residents – not just serving its primary function.  

 

7. How would you advance equitable access to energy resources for renters and low-income 
families to ensure that all Minneapolis families have healthy, comfortable homes, affordable 
energy bills, and the choice to shift to clean and efficient energy? 

 
I would listen to impacted community members - tenants and property owners – about 
current opportunities and barriers.  I would learn from the community pilot program now 
being launched.  One potential strategy is requiring landlords to provide energy efficiency 
information in rental advertising and leasing materials, similar to the lead disclosure 
requirements.  As a homeowner and rental property owner, I encourage our family and our 
tenants to conserve energy.  Sometimes that is as simple as a casual conversation about 
choices.  I look forward to developing more strategies, blending education, requirements and 
incentives. 
 

8. Would you support an increase in utility franchise fees of 0.5% of Minneapolis energy sales to be 
re-invested in dedicated long-term funding for local energy solutions (check all that apply)? 

□ Yes 
□ No 
□ Dedicated funding could additionally/instead come from these sources:  
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□ These specific energy solutions need this kind of long-term funding: 

 

Feel free to provide a deeper explanation of your position: 

 

I support investing in local energy solutions.  I look forward to learning more about the 

benefits and challenges of increasing utility franchise fees by 0.5%, and which investments 

would have the greatest long-term benefit to the city’s energy resilience and renewable 

energy.  I want to make sure that the potential impact of a franchise fee on low-income 

households is evaluated before any decision on an increase is made. 

 

9. How should the City of Minneapolis evaluate the effectiveness of the Minneapolis Clean Energy 
Partnership as its second two year work plan ends in late 2018?  What criteria or thresholds 
would convince you that the Minneapolis Clean Energy Partnership is succeeding (and should be 
sustained and expanded) OR is failing (and the city should pursue a different route)?  

 
The city should evaluate the effectiveness of the Minneapolis Clean Energy Partnership, and 
identify how to improve it and whether other energy options should be explored.  We need to 
evaluate whether Minneapolis energy users are familiar with the Clean Energy Partnership, 
and whether they understand that energy efficiency and renewable energy are key strategies 
for livability, affordability, economic resilience and community health.  Many people today 
are eager to act in ways that improve our communities, in the face of climate change deniers 
and social justice attackers.  We can promote the early adopters and encourage others to 
participate, highlighting the value of clean energy to our shared quality of life. 

 

10. If Xcel Energy and/or CenterPoint Energy refused to agree to the measurable outcomes you 
defined in question 9, or failed to achieve them, would you support active exploration of other 
options by the City of Minneapolis, including: terminating the franchise agreement, securing 
Community Choice Aggregation, or pursuing energy municipalization (check one)? 

□ Yes 
□ Yes, under these conditions: 
□ No 

Feel free to provide a deeper explanation of your position: 

 
The city should evaluate the effectiveness of the Minneapolis Clean Energy Partnership, and 
identify how to improve it and whether other energy options should be explored.  I look 
forward to learning more about measurable outcomes for defining whether the partnership 
should be abandoned and the franchise agreement terminated.  Minneapolis is the first city to 
create a partnership like this, and a bold experiment like this takes time to test and adjust. 
Evaluation will help us adjust.  
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