
APPLICATION FORM FOR EXECUTIVE BOARD POSITIONS 

Missoula County Democrats 

Name: Nick Malinak 

Address: 1304 S. 1st Street W.  Apt 1 

Precinct: Senior Citizens 95 (precinct position currently unavailable) 

Office Sought:   Congressional Committeeman 

1. Briefly describe your previous experience and community involvement: 
    Democratic Party Engagement 

x Volunteer – Brian Schweitzer for Senate (2000) 
x President – Flathead High School Democrats (2004-2005) 
x Member – Swarthmore College Democrats (2004-2009) 
x Staff – Flathead County Democratic Central Committee (2008) 
x Budget Associate – US Senate Finance Committee, Senator Baucus’ staff (2011) 
x Plus countless hours knocking on doors, filing envelopes, phone banking, working the VAN, etc. 

 
Outside of Democratic Party work, I have been heavily involved in the youth community in 
Missoula, first as a volunteer Speech and Debate coach, working my way up to the Head Coach at Big 
Sky High School, where I also work on outreach to middle schools and grew a 100+ student summer 
camp in 2016.  I am a proud graduate of the University of Montana with a major in economics and 
focus on political science, where I have also been working on my Master’s Degree in Economics. 

2. Which of your skills and abilities are you willing to volunteer as part of your 
service on the next Executive Board? 

My strongest skills appropriate for this position and for the Executive board are organizational 
skills, policy knowledge, and strategic thinking.  Organizationally, not only do I have campaign 
experience as a staff member in Kalispell in 2008, but I regularly mange a large team of students 
and staff and organize one of the state’s largest competitive tournaments.  In terms of policy, I 
have a special interest and knowledge of Congressional policies.  And when it comes to 
campaigns, I think in terms of long-term strategy, and short-term tactics.  I plan to utilize all of 
these skills as a member of the Executive Coard.  And because my precinct position on the CC is 
already taken, I believe that my ability to view the bigger picture on the EB is a great fit. 

 

 

 



3. Please describe your specific qualifications for the specific position you are seeking. 

Both academically and in practice, Congressional policy and politics is my specific area of 
interest.  From my time spent in Washington, DC, I have an idea of how Montana politics have to 
find compromise with Washington politics.  This compromise is essential in supporting both the 
Quist and Tester campaigns.  I also have a great deal of expertise in the details of Congressional 
policies, including key issues such as budgeting, taxation, and health care.  I see myself in this 
position as a liaison between the Central Committee and Quist and Tester campaigns, and their 
respective Congressional offices. 

4. Please describe your philosophy on group decision-making and conflict resolution: 

First and foremost, the Executive Board and the Central committee should work towards making 
decisions based on consensus.  In my experience, with like-minded individuals, most all decisions 
can be made this way.  In the rare instances when this is not possible, urgent decisions should be 
made by the Executive Board or the appropriate officers, while long-term decisions should be 
made by votes of the Central Committee.  If conflicts arise, then it is the absolute responsibility of 
Executive Board members to be impartial mediators. 

5. Do you have the time to dedicate to the job? 

Absolutely!  I am available after regular business hours, which means during prime door knocking 
and phone banking times.  I also have no scheduled conflicts with either the monthly Executive 
Board meeting or the Central Committee meeting.  In fact, I am actively looking to find more time to 
spend on outside activities, and my long history with Montana Democrats makes this a perfect fit. 

6. What are your top goals for the Missoula County Democrats in the future?  How 
would propose achieving such goals? 

Short term – The Quist campaign.  There will be very little time for persuasion, so turnout wins 
or loses this race.  Missoula is the blue gem in Montana, so we will be essential to any victory. 

2018 – The mid-term election will be a pivotal moment for the Missoula Democrats.  Senator 
Tester is likely to engage in a close re-election campaign.  And yet, his high fundraising numbers, 
and the traditional unpopularity of incumbent presidents in mid-term elections gives Montana 
Democrats a special opportunity to grow internally as well, and position ourselves for 2020. 

1. Coordinate with the Tester Campaign to turn out Missoula liberals, and convert Missoula 
moderates, increasing his chances of re-election while turning outlying Missoula areas blue. 

2. Build upon on Tester’s coattails to grow our Montana House and Senate legislative 
numbers.  While Missoula has a number of safe Democratic seats, there are a number of 
relatively moderate seats that we may be able to convert.  My Kalispell experience can help. 

2020 – Work on holding the Governor’s office, re-capturing Senator Daines’ seat, and 
potentially gaining a legislative majority (which may be made easier if President Trump’s 
unpopularity remains low).  Missoula also has a great deal of person-power, which can be used to 
help phone bank is areas of the state that have fewer active Democrats. 


