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CHRIS MITCHUM FILES SUIT FOR DEFAMATION 

-OF CHARACTER AGAINST CONGRESSWOMAN LOIS 

--CAPPS, ET. AL. 

 

Former Republican congressional candidate Chris Mitchum, 

whose race against incumbent Representative, Lois Capps, 

(California, 24th Congressional District, Nov. 2014), resulted in a 

razor-thin “victory” for Mrs. Capps; the only close election of her 

16-year Congressional career, has filed a landmark lawsuit 

against Mrs. Capps for Defamation of Character, according to an 

announcement today from attorney Joshua E. Lynn of Lynn & 

O’Brien, LLP. 

The suit names Lois Capps, the Capps For Congress Campaign, 

(“Friends of Lois Capps”), and the, theoretically, independent 

Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, (DCCC), as 

defendants citing two ads, one radio and one television, alleging 



 

 

wherein the defendants deliberately edited Mitchum’s filmed 

and audio comments so as to completely alter and falsify what 

Candidate Chris Mitchum actually said. 

“Editing film clips and sound bites to alter their meaning is like 

forging a signature,” said Lynn. 

“The well-funded special interest ads flooded voters all across 

the district and beyond, particularly after the DCCC purchased 

an unprecedented $99,000 in radio time alone in the final 

weekend of the campaign; an extraordinary buy for such a small 

market.” 

Lynn went on to say that these unsavory tactics are not new to 

the DCCC, which is currently being sued for defamation by 

billionaire political activist Sheldon Adelson for their attacks on 

him during the 2012 election. This case is even more significant 

said Lynn: “no matter one’s political party or affiliation, 

distortions and falsifications have no legitimate place in an 

election. Here, the result was to change the outcome and 

disenfranchise voters who cast ballots that must be made to 

count.” 

“This action is all about the abuse of free speech,” Lynn 

continued.  “The record will show that, as the election was, 

according to Capps’ own words, literally a ‘dead heat’, my client’s 

comments were not merely taken out of context, they were 

maliciously distorted so as to make him appear to say something 

he clearly never said or meant to say. To validate this conduct by 

Capps and her political friends, is to cynically ratify the 

increasing failure to truthfully separate oneself in a political 

race. The line crossed here must be re-established as words were 

literally removed to change the meaning of Mitchum’s statement. 



 

 

Then, this highly unusual media purchase aired the butchered 

quotes, (enhanced further by inaccurate and misleading 

commentary from Capps’ Campaign heard throughout these 

ads), mere days before the election and changed its outcome as a 

result. 

“It was a new low in campaign tactics and must be challenged,” 

Lynn concluded. 

“We intend to pursue this action vehemently; the law is now 

clear in this area. Our nation, our state and our district deserve 

better than this from our elected public officials.” 

Note:  There is a direct legal precedent holding that a “statement 

actually made by a public figure, but presented in a misleading 

content, thereby changing the understanding of the speaker’s 

words, constitutes defamation.”   Price v. Stossel 620 F.3rd 992 

(9th Cir. 2010) 
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Please contact Joshua E. Lynn with any inquiry regarding this 

important lawsuit. 
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