Recreational Marijuana: Myths vs. Realities
The recreational marijuana industry promotes the throw-away culture
by telling people the best response to suffering is to be high and to numb
themselves to the world around them.
By legalizing recreational marijuana, the state is approving a commercialized pot industry similar to big tobacco.
The reality is that this bill manipulates people’s suffering and reduces them to political pawns who are used for
the profits of an industry that feeds on addiction. We instead can find real solutions that uphold true human
dignity and minister to the problems afflicting those whom flawed systems have left behind, by focusing our
efforts on holistic, prudent, and sustainable ways to improve their situations.

Criminal Justice

Myth

We need to legalize recreational marijuana in order to
clear criminal records and lower arrests of minorities.

Reality
Arrest Rates Have Gone Up After Legalization

Potential Solutions:
Provide alternatives to criminalization for
personal use marijuana possession offenses,
including citation instead of arrest, diversion
programs, and appropriate fines that take
into account economic means.

African Americans are twice as likely to be arrested for
marijuana in Colorado and Washington, both states that
1
have legalized recreational use and sales.
Washington, D.C.:
Marijuana Arrests nearly tripled after legalization of
marijuana. (Washington Post, 2017)

It is necessary to confront the problems underlying the use of these drugs, by
promoting greater justice, educating young people in the values that build up
life in society, accompanying those in difficulty and giving them hope for the
future." - Pope Francis, June 20, 2014, at the International Drug Enforcement
Conference in Rome

State Revenue

Myth
Legalizing and taxing recreational marijuana will create a
budgetary windfall for Minnesota.

Reality
Minnesota has a large budget surplus for fiscal year 2022-2023.

Tax revenue from marijuana accounts for less than one
percent of state revenues where the drug is “legal.”

Potential Solutions:
Focus on creating a budget that is not
balanced on the backs of the poor and
vulnerable, especially our youth and those
who struggle with drug addiction.
1. http://www.cjcj.org/news/10232
2. Smart Approaches to Marijuana: Percentages of revenues are rough
estimates calculated based on reported figures from individual states.

State

Percent of Budget

Colorado

0.90%

California

0.47%

Washington

0.33%

Alaska

0.20%

Oregon

0.13%

Nevada

0.04%
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Youth Use

Legalizing recreational marijuana for adult use won't increase youth use

Reality
Marijuana-related ER visits by Colorado teens on the rise since
legalization.3
Many marijuana products/packaging target youth by mimicking
popular candies (i.e. gummy bears).
Even though the sale of marijuana to people under the age of 21 is
prohibited, marijuana companies still reach youth in “legal” states.
61% of high schoolers in Washington state believe that marijuana is
easy to obtain (Washington State Healthy Youth Survey, 2018).

Past month marijuana
vaping has steadily increased
4
in the past several years.
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Potential Solutions:
Focus on stemming the flow of drugs to minors.
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Adolescent marijuana use is associated with an increased risk for
depression and suicidality (Silins et al., 2014; Gobbi et al., 2019).
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Road
Safety

Potential Solutions:
Focus on efforts to create testing
capabilities for drugged drivers so
that standards can be enforced.

Provide better prevention and treatment options for youth.
"The scourge of drug use continues to spread inexorably, fed by a
deplorable commerce which transcends national and continental
borders…Attempts, however limited, to legalize so-called 'recreational
drugs,' are not only highly questionable from a legislative standpoint,
but they fail to produce desired effects." - Pope Francis, June 20, 2014,
at the International Drug Enforcement Conference in Rome

Myth
Legalizing recreational marijuana will not negatively impact road safety

Reality
In 2018, marijuana-impaired drivers were implicated in 18.2% of traffic
fatalities in the state of Colorado, marking a 109% increase since
legalization was implemented (Colorado Dept. of Transportation, 2019).
Vehicle crashes and traffic fatalities have surged after the legalization
of marijuana. Research by the Highway Loss Data Institute found that
the legalization of recreational marijuana in Colorado, Oregon, and
Washington coincided with an increase in collision claims (Highway
Loss Data Institute, 2018).
A recent study by the Colorado Division of Criminal Justice found that,
of the 4,000 drivers tested for marijuana in 2016, 73 percent were found
to have the drug in their system.

Urge your legislators to OPPOSE H.F. 600 (Winkler) / S.F. 757
(Franzen) which would create a commercial recreational marijuana
industry in Minnesota.

3. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-marijuanakids/marijuana-related-er-visits-by-colorado-teens-on%20the-rise-idUSKBN1HO38A
4. National Institute on Drug Abuse; National Institutes of
Health; U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
5. https://www.denverpost.com/2018/08/09/driving-whilehigh-colorado/

For further information or answers to any questions,
please contact Ryan Hamilton at
RHamilton@MNCatholic.org or (651) 256-7586.

