
Green Party of Minnesota 

Coordinating Committee Meeting 
February 11, 2017 

 

Minutes 
 

Members present: Jim Ivey, Brandon Long, Dee Murphy (quorum not met: 4 required) 

Staff: Betsy Barnum 

Visitors: Paula Overby, Chelsea  Palmer, Amber Garlan, Juniper Murphy, Diane Peterson 

 

Due to lack of quorum, no decisions were made. Proposals requiring a decision before the next 

regular meeting March 11 are highlighted below. The email decisionmaking policy will need to 

be used for these. 

 

As outlined in the CC Policies, the online decisionmaking process was used from Feb. 17-21 for 

the four proposals made at the meeting. The results for each proposal have been added to these 

minutes and are in italics. 

 

Budget 

Treasurer Julie Madden pointed out in her report that the expenditures are $4,113 more than 

income for the year according to the adopted budget. This is largely occuring because of the 

administrator position, which is currently on a 3-month contract and could be ended in April if 

the party isn’t able to fund it going forward. 

 

There has been an increase in $100 per month in sustaining donations since the report generated 

by Julie. This means the increase required to cover the budget shortfall is $275 per month by the 

end of the year. The following proposals were made to address this situation. 

 

Proposal: Amend the budget line for “monthly auto deposits” from $8,311 to $12,811, an 

addition of $4,500, to balance the budget. ($1,200 of this has already been added.) Jim will 

inform Julie of this change once it has been approved. 

 

Proposal One: PASS 

Jim and Brandon also commented that the CC may want to consider charging locals a nominal 

fee for database access, which would help offset the cost of NationBuilder and would be another 

line on the income side of the ledger. I will put this on the agenda for the March 11 meeting. 

 

Proposal: Quarterly membership drives can be held with the goal of increasing sustaining 

donations by $125 each time. A one-week membership drive could include phonebanking, daily 

emails, perhaps a party at the end for donors. The goal will be 25 new donors giving $5 per 

month, a total of $125. March/April will be the first big push, and do it again in July and 

October.  

 

Proposal Two: PASS 
 



Between now and March make a plan to find 10 phonebankers with the aim of calling 1,000 

people asking them to become sustaining donors. Dee is willing to be the point person to get 

people together, starting with a phonebank to recruit more phonebankers. The phonebanks could 

be held in the big room at 4200 Cedar. Betsy can sort the NationBuilder list to find those who 

have said they are willing to phonebank, and send it to Dee.  

 

Brandon reminded the committee of the fundraising plan adopted last year, and sent it to 

everyone via email. This can be reviewed for ideas and used as a way to keep the fundraising 

efforts on track.  

 

Committee Reports 

Membership committee: Jim: Jill Stein data includes 12,000 good contacts. The committee is 

working to prepare for potential endorsed candidates so the GPMN can give them good lists to 

use in their area. These include Ward 2 and 3 in Mpls, and the city of St.  Paul. 

 

Communication Committee: Brandon: GPMN now has 2,576 followers on Twitter, an increase; 

4,798 followers on Facebook, 87 on, Instagram. The Sunflower Seed newsletter is being worked 

on now. The email about Betsy generated $100 in sustaining donations. It seems more people 

open emails when there’s a face on it. 

 

2
nd

 CD: Brandon: Woman who contacted him put in touch with AJ Janssen. 

 

4
th

 CD: Brandon: Elizabeth Dickinson will screen April 2. Trey Crews has said he is not running 

as a Green. 

 

5
th

 CD: Betsy: Six candidates are seeking to screen, three for City Council: Cam Gordon, Ward 

2; Samantha Pree-Stinson, Ward 3, and Ginger Jentzen, Ward 3; and potentially two for Park 

Board: Charles Exner, District 3, and Abdi Mohammed, at-large; and Doug Mann for Mayor. 

Endorsing meetings will be held Saturdays Feb. 25 and March 4 to accommodate this number of 

candidates and the additional agenda item of continuing strategic planning. 

 

6
th

 CD: Dee: The group has a treasurer now, so it is closer to applying for local status.  

 

8
th

 CD: No known activity. 

 

Itasca Greens: Everyone was sick so no meeting this month. 

 

GPUS: Jill Stein is merging social media capabilities into the GPUS to create  Green News 

Network. They are raising money and campaigning for two candidates, Kenneth Mejia in CA 

and Cheri Honkala in PA, both running for state representative seats. There’s a chance we can 

get some of that directed to our state to help Elizabeth Dickinson. 

 

Paula Overby 

Paula attended the CC meeting to introduce herself and inform the GP of her coalition-building 

work in the 2
nd

 CD. She has been an Independence Party candidate for US House in the 2
nd

 CD 

two times, receiving 5% and 8% of the vote. Now she is interested in organizing third parties 



together with a Super-PAC to help all the small parties achieve major party status and recruiting 

candidates to run on any of the smaller party ballot lines. Her goal is to find candidates for all 14 

Minnesota House of Representative seats in the 2
nd

 CD, and so far she has five. 

 

Report from Administrator 

Pat Wells of St. Anthony contacted the GPMN to say he is interested in running for Al Franken’s 

Senate seat in 2018 (Franken’s seat is up in 2020). Brandon will talk to him. 

 

Terry White is interested in running for Minneapolis City Council in Ward 8. His email was 

forwarded to the 5
th

 District steering committee. 

 

Betsy would like to contact people who sign up as volunteers on NationBuilder so they have 

more than the automated “thanks for volunteering” response. When some local candidates are 

endorsed we will have campaigns to send volunteers to. Betsy will also sort the database for 

people who are willing to phonebank for the fundraising drive in March. 

 

Resources for people who want to run for office 

Shannon Watkins of Definitely Someday is a consultant who works with potential candidates on 

how to run campaigns. She charges $700 for a full plan, but will talk with a potential candidate 

for free. Letting people know about her would be a way to make sure they know what they are 

getting into when they decide to run for office. 

 

Report on Road Show 

Betsy, Dee and Chelsea came up with an idea for the event in St. Cloud. It would be called 

Spring Cleaning: How to Change the Political Landscape, and would feature our recently elected 

officeholders in Soil and Water board positions—Sharon LeMay, Steve Laitenen, and Lena 

Buggs— to talk about their campaigns and getting elected to local office, and also what they are 

doing and see as possible for them to bring Green values into their elected positions. The event 

would thus have a local focus, but include the international perspective, the reach of the GP, the 

first Green head of state elected in Austria, as well as some opportunity to include some “Greens 

101” info for those who are new to the Green Party. The date will be March 31 or April 7, a 

Friday evening. Chelsea and Dee are working on getting professors to offer extra credit for 

students to attend the event.  

 

Betsy has spoken with Barb Postema in Rochester about a Winona-Olmsted event. This template 

could be used there too. She will speak with Brian Mueller in Winona this week. So far there has 

been no response from Duluth to Betsy’s efforts to contact them about an event there. She will 

try again. 

 

ASANA and Slack 

Slack can be used for day-to-day communication among the CC, instead of email. For planning, 

Jim is willing to use either Asana or Trello, whichever Betsy prefers. 

 

Summer meeting planning 

The date needs to be within 10 days of the summer Solstice, which means between June 11 and 

30. This decision should be made via email before the March meeting so there will be time for 



the bylaws change process. For a meeting on June 21, notification of proposed bylaw changes 

must go to members by May 24. Giving members 30 days to propose changes and a core 

documents committee three weeks to go over them, communicate for clarification, etc., means 

notifying the members that they can propose changes by around April 1. 

 

Place also needs to be determined, though this is not as urgent except for the challenges of 

finding a venue on shorter notice. CC members should consider location and be prepared to 

decide at the March meeting. Location needs to alternate between Metro and GM. 

 

Proposal: Choose a date for the summer membership meeting (possibilities are Saturdays in 

June, the 3, 10, 17 or 24) and authorize the Organization Chair to find a begin planning the 

process for inviting bylaw change proposals from the membership. 

 

JUNE 17 is the date for the summer membership meeting. 
 

FEC recognition 

Brandon will check into the requirements and benefits for the GPMN becoming a recognized 

state committee of the  GPUS. Matt Kozlowski could be a resource for this. Florida received 

$5,000 when they did it. It means filing with the FEC, which we have not done, and thus 

committing to an additional set of reports. This would fall on Julie and could increase the hours 

she needs to complete her work.  

 

Health Care issue caucus 

Diane Peterson, Amber Garlan and John Kolstad want to form a Health Care issue caucus to 

work toward getting a single-payer system passed in Minnesota. They have met the requirements 

in the GPMN bylaws to become a provisional caucus, including have 20 members with at least 5 

in Greater MN. They have met most but not all of the requirements to be accredited (bylaws, 

mission statement and decisionmaking process are to be finalized Feb. 18 or 25 at a meeting in 

Eagan). The requirement they haven’t met, and will not be able to while this year’s legislative 

session is still in process, is 20 members attending a statewide membership meeting each year. 

Since there will be no statewide meeting until June, Amber and Diane would like the CC to 

authorize the group as a Provisional Caucus and agree to allow use of the NB database for their 

work during this legislative session. 

 

Proposal: 

Recognize the Health Care Caucus as a Provisional Caucus of the GPMN and agree to allow use 

of the NB database immediately for its work during this legislative session. 

 

Proposal Four: PASS WITH CHANGES 

The Health Care Caucus is recognized as a Provisional Caucus.  

Database access was approved with the following conditions:  

 

1. The caucus’s access is limited to a single point-person, identified to the CC ahead of time 

(Andy suggested someone already familiar with Nationbuilder, such as Brian Mueller.) 



 

2. The point person needs to check in with Betsy so their use of the database for can be tracked. 

 

Deanna asked what limitations there are on who the point-person can share the database with. 

We do have a database sharing policy in the CC policies but it applies only to candidates. It is 

could be used at least as guidance for this current situation. This brings up the need, which has 

been brought up in other ways also recently, to update and refine the policy on database sharing 

and use.  

 

Database Sharing Policy (adopted April 16, 2001; mod. September 14, 2002) 
 
Prior to gaining access to the GPMN database list, GP candidates must: 
 
a. Be endorsed by a recognized GPMN local or be the victor of a statewide GP primary. 
b. They must communicate to the CC how they will use the database list, and then obtain the CC’s 
approval. 
c. They must agree to use the database list only in the way(s) in which approval has been granted. 
 
Conditions: 
 
1. The candidate shall be given only that part of the database list that is relevant to his or her 
campaign. 
 
2. Selling, trading, or giving away the list is prohibited. 
 
3. The candidate must agree to use the database list to further GP principles and values, as 
encompassed in the GP platform. Should the candidate act or advocate in opposition to the principles or 
the platform, the privilege of using the database list shall be withdrawn. 
 
GP local affiliates, which are interested in accessing the GPMN database to obtain records of mailing 
addresses within their boundaries must sign a Membership Database Sharing Agreement. 


