
Green Party of Minnesota 

Coordinating Committee Meeting 

May 13,2017 

 

Minutes 

APPROVED 

 

Members present: Andy Schuler, Andy Hamerlinck, Brandon Long, Deanna Murphy 

Guests present: Paula Overby, Jake Cassidy, Juniper Murphy 

Staff present: Betsy Barnum, Julie Madden 

 

Treasurers Report 

We have two income lines that both include sustainer donations. Monthly auto-deposits are from 

sustainers who have set up direct deposits from their bank accounts. General Paypal NationBuilder 

donations are a mixture of sustaining and one-time donations that people make via the NB website. 

Julie will separate the sustainers from the one-time donations for future budget comparisons so it will 

be more clear how much is coming in via sustaining donations. She will do this separation for the April 

Treasurers Report and send it out within a week. 

 

An increase of about $500 a month in sustaining donations is needed to balance the budget. 

 

There is just over $4,140 in the party account at the end of April. Starting balance was $5,747 at the 

end of March. There is $2,049 in the checkoff fund at Highland Bank. 

 

A question was raised about the Ooma phone bill, which was $5.03 for each of the first three months of 

2017, and $129.96 in April. Betsy will check with Ooma about this difference. 

 

Finance Committee 

The phonebank planned for April 28 was cancelled due to a need for more technical training and 

expertise for using Call Hub.  

 

Andy H. suggested instead of trying to do phonebanks, that the CC have weekly ad hoc work sessions 

between regular meetings to do work and also to make a more coordinated calling effort to raise money 

and increase sustaining donors. It would also be a way to involve CC members who can't always attend 

the regular meetings.  

 

Membership Committee 

 

Organization Committee 

Two proposals have come in for a bylaw change of the bylaw that governs formation of issue caucuses. 

The two proposers are planning to meet to see if they can resolve the differences between the two 

proposals into one proposal. If they are unable to agree, both proposals will be presented to the 

membership at the June 24 meeting for consideration.  

 

Communication Committee 

Usually 15% or so open the Seed newsletter; only 9% opened the most recent one. Social media report 

as of May: 5,120 followers on Facebook; 2,685 on Twitter, and 121 on Instagram. All are growing. A 



new graphic design volunteer, Janel, created a slide show for Greens Get Active on Facebook. Brandon 

will work with her on more similar projects, such as issue-based slide shows like those of the Green 

Party of England. She will also refine the logo. Andy Schuler’s animation about Green history is still in 

the works. 

 

Future plans include Tshirts and flags for parades.  

 

Politics committee 

It is time to begin recruiting down-ballot candidates for 2018.  

 

CD Reports 

1st: Winona local needs only a letter from Brandon to be official.  

 

The Winona/Rochester event last month had 30-35 people attending, and had tables by a number of 

local issue groups including Veterans for Peace, Universal Health Care Coalition, FairVote and others. 

A local TV station covered Samantha Pree-Stinson's talk. Some prominent Democrats were there, 

including John Marty who gave the keynote on single-payer health care, and Tina Liebling, state 

representative from Rochester. The CC needs to follow up with Brian Mueller about data they gathered 

for people who came.  

 

4th: Elizabeth Dickinson was endorsed. Her campaign is proceeding with doorknocking. She has been 

included in public debates so far. 

 

5th: Endorsing meeting May 20 for Billy Menz, Park Board District 1. Andy Schuler may run for 

Golden Valley City Council this year. Sam Pree-Stinsonwants to form a black and brown caucus that 

will start within the Minneapolis local with the idea of growing beyond Minneapolis into an official 

caucus of the GPMN. The kickoff is planned for June 15-16. Andy is helping them get Ajamu Baraka 

to come and speak.  

 

6th: Deanna is moving forward to form a St. Cloud local. It will probably function as the 6th CD local 

for the time being.  

 

8th: Skip Sandman has announced his campaign for US House. Would he be open to seeking Green 

endorsement? If so the CC could endorse him. Andy will talk with him.  

 

Greens Get Active event 

About 30 people came including all endorsed candidates. Campaigns got some new volunteers.  

 

We have candidates at different levels of preparedness. They need resources and training for running a 

campaign, including how to get people working with them. The GPMN is not in a position to provide 

campaign teams; nor does any other political party.  The Run for Office page on the website is intended 

to address this by giving potential candidates information about what's involved in deciding to run, 

running a campaign and raising money, etc. It was suggested that the endorsement process include 

some more specific information for potential candidates about these issues. 

 

It was agreed to have another big push on volunteers for the local campaigns after the State Fair, when 

the election is about two months away. 

 



Brandon paid for the food himself, $200. The CC agreed to ask the candidates to contribute half of the 

total cost, and ask Julie to reimburse Brandon for half. 

 

Datasharing agreement 

Approved by consensus. Betsy will send it to endorsed candidates. 

 

Paula Overby and GPMN's Electoral Strategy for 2018 

 

The GPMN has been an active participant in the third-party coalition that developed the Purple 

Movement plan, a proposal that each of the smaller parties run a candidate for only one of the statewide 

offices next year as a way to leverage the independent vote (15% will not vote for a Republican or a 

Democrat) to get major party status for one or more of the small parties by not competing for that voter 

group. The parties involved are Green, Independence, Libertarian and Legal Marijuana Now. The 

GPMN agreed at the March CC meeting to keep pursuing this effort. The CC agreed at this meeting to 

encourage Paula to seek endorsement as a Green candidate for US Senate (Amy Klobuchar's seat). 

 

Paula said she is committed to the success of the third-party coalition. Coordinating with other minor 

parties on this electoral strategy is a way to highlight grassroots democracy by letting Minnesota voters 

know that there are political choices outside of the big parties. This platform is what all the third-party 

candidates need to embrace and promote, alongside their own platforms. The parties maintain their 

unique identities, while joining in this strategy and message of grassroots democracy.  

 

It is early to be planning for 2018, but talking about this strategy now gives time to address questions 

Greens may have. It is crucial to be transparent. A discussion of the Purple Movement strategy will be 

on the agenda for the June 24 annual meeting, as well as time for Paula to announce her candidacy.  

 

Annual Meeting 

There are four sections of business to be done, each needing an estimated 30 minutes. They are: bylaws 

changes, CC at-large elections, GPUS election of two delegate/alternate pairs, and a discussion of the 

Purple Movement and the party's 2018 electoral strategy. We would also like to invite David Strand to 

report back on the Global Greens Convention he attended in March, and maybe have a second Greens 

Get Active session.  

 

Lena is still working on a venue, probably Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church. 

 

Betsy will sketch out an agenda and send it around within the next week. 

 

Pride edition of Lavender Magazine 

The GPMN will take out a 1/12 page ad for $149. This can be paid for from checkoff funds. Approved 

by consensus.  

 

Betsy will work with Deanna on content. 

 

Democracy Convention 

GPMN will pay for the $50 sponsorship level. Approved by consensus. 

 

State Fair Booth 

The two efforts needed are (1) recruitment and management of volunteers, and (2) design and content. 

 



Volunteers: Candidates will be invited to take a day to staff the booth. We will do  training sessions if 

possible. 

 

Content: The focus will be on our local candidates, with photos and campaign lit, buttons, etc. 

 

Betsy will keep track of volunteers and the schedule and coordinate the purchase of tickets for 

volunteers. The planning and coordination will be arranged during the ad hoc work sessions in the next 

couple of months. 

 

Printing 

The GPMN is not able to print new foamcore posters, info cards or banners yet. We will update the 

trifold brochure and get it professionally printed. 


