
 
 
 
 

Labour policies 
Key messaging: We need a Labour government 
What kind of country you want to live in? A Britain that works for the millions, or for the 
millionaires? 
 

● After 7 years of the Conservatives’ failure, the majority of people are worse off. The rich 
have got richer, and the poor have got poorer, and those in the middle squeezed. Wages 
have declined, entire regions have been left without investment and secure jobs, our 
NHS has been decimated and crime is at record levels.  
 

● The British people are being held back by the Conservatives’ rigged system, which cuts 
taxes for corporations and rich individuals, while pushing the burden onto low and middle 
income earners. Under the Tories plans, by 2020 the super rich will have received £70 
billion in tax breaks, while working families are set to be £2,500 worse off every year.  
 

● In Britain in 2017 it is shameful that 16 million people have less than £100 in the bank, 
that 4 million children are in poverty, more people who work are in poverty than ever 
before, and levels of homelessness and foodbank use is at their highest.   
 

Britain deserves better. Labour will take on the elite vested interests at the core of our rigged 
system, and rebalance our economy in favour of the majority.  
 

● Labour will end the Tories’ handouts and tax breaks for super rich individuals and 
corporations. Labour will fund our vital services by making the rich pay their share. 
 

● Labour will rebuild Britain, by creating good quality jobs, with a £10 minimum wage, 
invest in education, apprenticeships, infrastructure and industry across the country, and 
building a million new homes.  
 

● Labour will deliver a Brexit that works for everyone, which prioritises jobs, living 
standards and the economy. A Tory Brexit will benefit a privileged few at the expense of 
the rest of us, turning Britain into a tax haven for the 1% and services to multinational 
corporations in trade deals. 
 

We’ve never had a clearer choice than we do in this election. Vote Labour for a Britain for 
the many, not the few.  

Labour’s key policies 
● Introducing £10 an hour minimum wage and banning zero hour contracts.  
● Reversing the Tories’ £70 billion tax cuts for corporations and the richest individuals, and 

using this to fund our vital services, including:  
- Reversing cuts to schools and introducing free meals for all primary school kids.  
- Reversing Conservative cuts to frontline services, including the armed forces, fire 



 
 
 
 

and rescue services and the police, 
with 10,000 more police officers on the beat.  

- Giving our NHS the funding it needs and bringing it back into public hands.  
● Taking back control of our railways.  
● Guaranteeing pensions and giving elderly people the care they need. 
● Ending the housing crisis by building new affordable homes and council homes  
● Setting up National and Regional Investment Banks to invest in local industry, 

infrastructure and create secure, good quality jobs. 
● Delivering a Brexit that works for everyone, which prioritises jobs, living standards and a 

strong economy.  

● Introducing four new bank holidays to give workers the break they deserve and 
celebrating our four nations.  

More info…  

Economy 
 
Fair taxation:  
Labour will reverse the Tories’ £70 billion tax cuts for corporations and the richest individuals, 
and use this to fund our vital services. Labour will also clamp down on tax cheating by the 
super-rich and force big companies to publish full tax returns to expose any “sweetheart” deals 
that they have arranged to reduce their tax bills.  
 
Wages:  
Top paid CEOs earn more in the first 2 and a half days of the year, by 3rd January than the 
average UK worker will earn in a year. Yet Britain’s workforce has faced the biggest drop in 
wages since of all industrialised countries over the last decade and 1 in 5 workers earn less than 
a living wage.  
 
With so many on poverty pay the numbers of people are in work and in poverty are higher than 
ever before. Labour’s £10 minimum wage will end the scandal of poverty pay in this country 
and ensure everyone has decent wage. Labour will also tackle insecure employment by 
banning exploitative zero hours’ contracts.  
 
Debt:  
Since they came to power the Government debt has increased by over £700bn - more than all 
previous Labour governments put together. Osborne borrowed more in three years than Labour 
did in thirteen years. The Tories have completely failed to make good on their pledge to 
eliminate the deficit, it is still in the tens of billions - another broken Tory promise.  
 
 
Investment, industry, transport and skills:  
The economy is more skewed towards London than ever. The rest of the country, particularly the 
north of England, has faced chronic underinvestment, without industry, secure jobs, transport 



 
 
 
 

links, or adequate roads, flood defences and 
infrastructure.  
 

● More than half of the government’s spending on transport for the whole of England has 
been invested in London. And thousands of bus routes have been axed across the 
country, leaving many people, especially in rural areas, isolated.  

● Thatcher’s government decimated British industry, destroying jobs across the country 
and leaving many communities devastated. Manufacturing in Britain has shrunk by two 
thirds over the last four decades and our manufacturing sector the lowest output of all 
industrialised countries. 

● The government has cut the adult skills budget, which is holding back British businesses. 
 
Labour will create National and Regional Investment Banks to invest in local industry, 
infrastructure, and transport to boost local economies, better connect communities and create 
secure, good quality jobs. Labour will introduce a National Education Service to equip people 
with the skills needed to grow our economy. 
 
Business:  
The Conservatives have recently increased business rates for small and medium businesses, 
predicted to cause 1 in 5 to close down, while cutting rates for big corporations like Amazon and 
ASOS. The Tories claim to be ‘pro-business’ because they give handouts to multinational 
corporations and private monopolies, while squeezing small and medium businesses to the point 
of bankruptcy.  
 
Labour will reduce pressures on small businesses to ensure they can grow, support 
entrepreneurs and startups, prevent an increase in National Insurance Contributions for 
self-employed persons and tackle the culture of late payments by big businesses which is forcing 
more than 50,000 small firms out of business every year. 
 
Four new bank holidays:  
The UK has the lowest number of public holidays of all the major economies. According to the 
Bank of England leisure spending on bank holidays makes up for loss of productivity so there 
would be no negative economic effects.  

NHS 
The NHS is in crisis, with 4 million people on waiting lists, and hospitals, A&E, maternity and 
mental health services scrapped. The Tories are running our NHS into the ground because they 
want to replace it with US-style private health insurance, to benefit Tory donors from big private 
health firms. Labour created the NHS and only Labour can be trusted to defend it as a universal 
service, free at the point of need.  
 

● Funding: Labour will give the NHS the funding it needs, ensuring that people are no 
longer denied access to the care they need.  

 
● End privatisation: 84% of the public support renationalising our NHS. Labour will end 

the grip of private finance on our health service, which has drained billions in funding to 

http://www.jeremyforlabour.com/jeremy_corbyn_plans_national_education_service


 
 
 
 

pay for interest on loans to big banks; and 
reverse privatisation which uses our taxes to line the pockets of companies like Virgin, 
while services are downgraded or scrapped. Renationalising our NHS will reclaim billions 
in taxpayer-subsidised private profits, redirecting our money where it belongs – into our 
health service. Labour will bring our NHS back into public hands, as a high quality, 
properly funded health service, available to all who need it.  

 
● Staff: NHS staff have been ignored, undervalued, overworked, and underpaid by this 

government. Cuts to pay and training have caused a crisis in understaffing, which is a 
threat to patient safety. Labour will remove the pay cap on staff’s wages, restore bursary 
funding for NHS students, and working with NHS staff and unions rather than 
undermining them, to ensure our NHS has safe levels of staffing and are supported to 
provide the best care in the world.  

 
● Mental health and social care: mental health services are in crisis and about and to be 

cut by a further £5 million. Labour will ensure mental health receives the funding and 
attention it needs within our health service. Our social care system is at breaking point, 
with over 1 million elderly people not receiving the care they need. Labour will restore 
funding to social care and end the freeze on the Carer’s Allowance, to support those who 
care for elderly, disabled and seriously ill loved ones.  

Housing 
Affordable housebuilding is at a 24 year low, there are 200,000 fewer home-owners since 2010, 
rough sleeping has more than doubled, and extortionate rents continue to rise.  
 
Labour will: 

● Build 1 million new, affordable homes, including half a million council homes. 
● Improve protections for tenants renting in the private sector to hold landlords to 

account over poor or unsafe living conditions and challenge unfair evictions.  
● Scrap the cruel bedroom tax, which the Supreme Court ruled has discriminated against 

people with disabilities. The bedroom tax is opposed by the majority of British people.  

Standing up for pensioners 
It is a national scandal that 1.6 million pensioners are living in poverty. Labour is promising to 
stand up for pensioners by ensuring they receive their hard-won entitlements. 

● Labour will protect the triple lock on pensions 
● Compensate the women affected by the increase in the state pension age 
● Protect the pensions of UK citizens living overseas 
● Keep the Winter Fuel Allowance and free bus passes for pensioners 

Creating a fair society  
Tory austerity has hit the most vulnerable people in our society and plunged millions into poverty 
and deprivation.  



 
 
 
 

 
●     After the financial crisis in 2008, the richest people in Britain have become 64% richer, 

while the poorest have become 57% poorer. The richest five families in the UK are 
wealthier than the poorest 20% of the entire population, which is 12.6 million people. 

●     One in three people in Britain have experienced poverty in the last few years. 4 million 
children in Britain are in poverty. Further welfare cuts are due to make working families 
£2,500 worse off every year.  

●     More than 16 million people in the UK have savings of less than £100. In five areas of the 
country, more than half the adult population has savings below that level. 

●     Levels of homelessness and foodbank usage are the highest they’ve been since records 
began. 

● Between 2011 and 2014, 2,380 disabled people died, 90 people a month, after being 
declared ‘fit for work’ and having their benefits cut. 

● 2 in 3 women are now being turned away from domestic violence services due to cuts 
and closures.  

 
Labour’s policies will rebalance our economy, in favour of the majority, and reverse these 
cruel, regressive cuts which have attacked the most vulnerable in our society.  
 
Labour will also tackle discrimination and strengthen equalities protections:  

● Labour will introduce measures to close the gender pay gap, which currently sees 
women paid 14% less than men.  

● The Conservatives have put a price on justice with extortionate tribunal fees, preventing 
many from challenging discrimination in their workplace. Labour will abolish these fees, 
ensuring that everyone has access to justice, regardless of how much money they have.  

● Labour will defend the Human Rights Act, which May has vowed to scrap, and strengthen 
British human rights legislation.  

Taking back control of our transport services  
● Railways: UK Rail fares are the highest in Europe. Our taxes are used to pay private 

companies to run our railway services for their own profit, while service quality goes 
down and ticket prices go up.  

● Buses: Funding for buses across England and Wales has been cut by 33% since 2010 
and thousands of routes have been downgraded or cut. The government have banned 
council-owned bus companies, while the bus industry has put profits before passengers 
and increased fares.  

Labour will bring our railways back into public ownership and overturn the government’s ban on 
council-owned bus companies, so that local communities are able to determine their bus 
services based on local needs. Labour’s policies will build a publicly run, efficient, affordable 
more environmentally friendly, transport system.  

Education 
By 2020 the Conservatives will have cut schools funding by 8% per pupil. Cuts are resulting in 
unmanageable class sizes, a reduction in the number of subjects being taught, and a crisis in 



 
 
 
 

teacher retention and recruitment. These cuts are 
betraying a generation of young people who are being denied opportunities to learn, develop 
skills and fulfil their potential.  
 

● Restore funding to our schools to ensure every child has access to a good quality 
education.  

● Provide free school meals for all primary school children, funded by introducing VAT on 
private school fees. 30% of children are in poverty but only 15% receive free school 
meals. Labour will ensure no child goes hungry.  

● Oppose new grammar schools: all of the evidence shows that segregated, selective 
education is a barrier to social mobility. Labour will provide high quality education for all, 
not a select few.  

● Establish a National Education Service, which provides free education for all by 
scrapping tuition fees, restoring maintenance grants for students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds, and providing good quality apprenticeships and skills training.  

Education is a right, not a privilege and should be available to everyone, regardless of their 
background, and a skilled and educated workforce is essential to a strong economy.  

Brexit 
The majority of people who voted to leave wanted to take back control of an economy which has 
been rigged in favour of the few, and to gain greater control over their lives. That is the opposite 
of what a Tory Brexit will deliver.  
 
A Tory Brexit will further privatise our public services, selling off our NHS and vital services to 
multinational corporations as part of toxic trade deals, deregulate our economy, weaken workers’ 
rights and turn Britain to a tax haven for the 1% 
 
The Tories’ reckless approach to Brexit will plunge the country into chaos if no deal is reached, 
and sever all links with Europe, jeopardising millions of jobs. May has also threatened to end 
cooperation with the EU on matters of security, putting our country’s safety at risk.  
 

● Labour will deliver a Brexit that works for everyone, which prioritises jobs, living 
standards and the economy, builds a close new relationship with the EU, and protects 
workers’ rights and environmental standards.  

● Labour will seek to preserve a collaborative relationship with Europe so we can secure 
the best deal for Britain.  

● Labour will guarantee the legal status of EU nationals living in the UK and press for 
guarantees for Britons living in Europe.  

● Labour will give Parliament a meaningful role during the negotiations. 
 
While the Tories are trying to win over the 52% and the Lib Dems are playing to the 48%, Labour 
are bringing the country together for a Brexit that works for, and unites, the whole country.  



 
 
 
 

Immigration 
● Theresa May repeatedly failed to meet her own immigration targets as Home Secretary. 

You can’t trust a word she says.  
● Labour will introduce regulations to prevent employers undercutting wages, closing 

cheap labour loopholes and banning the exclusive advertising of jobs overseas.  
● Labour will reinstate the Migrant Impact Fund, a measure introduced by Labour to 

support local communities with high levels of migration, to ensure local services are not 
overstretched. The Tories scrapped the fund when they got into government, Labour will 
bring it back.  

Defence 
● Under the Tories the army has been reduced to its smallest size since the Napoleonic 

Wars. Labour is pledging to meet the NATO target of spending 2% of GDP on defence. 
● Jeremy Corbyn has been a lifelong campaigner for peace and justice, supporting 

campaigns to resolve conflicts and arguing against the illegal invasion of Iraq. In 2013 he 
received the Gandhi Foundation International Peace Award in recognition of his 
commitment to the Gandhian values of social justice and non-violence and his support for 
human rights movements across the world.  

● Rather than stand up for Britain’s interests, Theresa May has and Boris Johnson have 
been bending to Donald Trump’s will, making Britain complicit in his human rights 
abuses. Johnson even said that he would join Trump’s military actions without putting a 
vote to Parliament. Both May and Johnson voted for the Iraq war and will repeat the 
same mistakes, turning Britain into America’s lap dog and dragging us into pointless, 
expensive wars which devastate countries and take innocent lives.  

Trident 
● Labour policy supports the renewal of the Trident submarine system.  
● But any Prime Minister should be extremely cautious about ordering the use of weapons 

of mass destruction which, if used, would result in the indiscriminate killing of millions of 
innocent civilians and potentially result a nuclear strike on the UK as well.  

● The UK has a responsibility to work with the UN and international partners to create a 
nuclear free world 


