
Registering people to vote is urgent, with 
almost 2 million people set to drop off the 
electoral register at the start of December. 
On top of 8 million already not registered, 
that means one in five adults can’t vote – 
that’s not democracy! 

We want to make sure that everyone can 
make their voice heard. That means we 
need to avoid getting bogged down in 
the technicalities of electoral registration, 
and instead run a registration drive that is 
accessible and lively, in areas where it can 
make a big impact. This step-by-step guide 
will help you to do this.

Step 1: See if there is already an event
Make sure you’re not duplicating any effort 
locally – check our online map at  
democracy-sos.peoplesmomentum.com 
and make sure to speak to your local Labour 
Party to see if they are already doing a voter 
registration drive. Let’s work together! 

Step 2: Identify an area to focus on
The government’s changes to electoral 
registration are particularly likely to 
disenfranchise students, people living in 
private rented and shared housing, and those 
for whom English is not their first language. 
Taking these factors into account, you might 
decide to focus your efforts near a university 
campus, in an area where there’s lots of 
privately rented or shared housing, or a busy 
high street.

Step 3: Set up a Facebook event
Once you have a place, set a time (not 
too early in the morning) and then set up 
a Facebook event. Invite your friends! It’s 
best to set the event up from your local 
Momentum Facebook page, so the page and 
the event are linked. You can then add your 

event to our online map at 
democracy-sos.peoplesmomentum.com. 

Step 4: Spread the word to local 
networks
As well as social media, try to get the word 
out to any local email lists you are on, as well 
as local organisations and groups you think 
might be interested. In the case of student 
campuses, you could contact the student 
union and student societies. We will also 
send out an email to people who have signed 
up for Momentum in your area.

Step 5: Tell the local press
It never hurts to tell the local newspapers 
what you’re doing. There’s no need to spend 
hours writing a press release – just ring up 
and ask to speak to a reporter.

Step 6: Get the things to bring
As well as the leaflets, it’s good to bring a 
table if you can. Folding tables (decorating/
trestle tables) are available for £10-£20 
from DIY shops and work well. A Hope Not 
Hate student group in Cardiff found that a 
cheap bag of sweets really helped bring 
people over to the stall. Anything like this 
that might attract attention is a good idea – 
megaphones, balloons, use your imagination!

Don’t print off actual voter registration forms 
though – very few people are able to fill them 
in on the spot, because they need their 
national insurance number to do so, and 
handling people’s personal details is anyway 
complex. The leaflets point people towards 
online registration.

Step 7: Organising your stall
Set up the stall and lay out the leaflets 
across the whole surface in small piles to 
make a bigger visual impact. Use the stall 
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as a ‘base’, not a barrier - don’t all stand 
behind the stall all the time, but do keep one 
person behind it while others fan out across 
the street. It’s important to keep one person 
there as people who have questions will often 
approach the stall.

Step 8: What to say when someone 
stops...
Emphasise the possibility they have been 
deregistered from the electoral roll - 44% 
of people who are not registered to vote 
believe that they are. This number is likely to 
have increased with the change to individual 
registration. 

Make sure to press home that they could be 
one of the ‘missing millions’ and that there is 
absolutely no harm in registering again, just 
to be on the safe side. Give them a sense of 
urgency, and a leaflet to take home. Point out 
the web address to register.

Step 9: After the event
Make sure to thank everyone and keep in 
touch. There’s always more to do, but it’s 
important to take a moment to recognise 
people’s work. Keep in touch with volunteers 
to lay the basis for future work in your local 
Momentum group.

Step 10: Keep pushing on the issue
In this first push we are setting up events 
for 24 October – depending on how many 
volunteers you have, you may want to set up 
more events in November later on.

The changes to voter registration come in on 
1 December. If you have enough volunteers 
for it, there is still time to repeat your event at 
least once more in November.

An estimated 1.9million people are set to 
drop off the electoral register because of 
the government’s introduction of ‘individual 
electoral registration’.

In the past, one person in a household could 
register on everyone’s behalf, government 
changes mean that each individual needs to 
register themselves. Many won’t.

Another 8 million people are already missing 
from the register. That’s almost 1 in 5 adults 
without the vote. That’s not democracy.

Who is this most likely to affect?  

• Young people (only 25% of 17-year-olds 
are on the register)

• Students
• People in temporary or shared housing
• People who are new to the country
• People who have moved house recently

Why is it important?

This is important not only because we have 
hugely important elections coming up in May 
2016 in Scotland, London, Wales, and many 
English councils, but also because it will 
have a significant effect on the 2020 general 
election by reducing the representation of 
poorer areas.

Before the next general election, the 
Boundary Commission will redraw 
constituency boundaries. The Commission 
will do this based on who is on the electoral 
register on 1 December this year. Areas 
where more people fail to register will get 
fewer seats. Labour will lose seats and the 
Tories will gain, which is why they are doing it.
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