
Bullsugar.org Executive Summary

Bullsugar.org was started in August 2014 by residents of Stuart, FL frustrated by the ongoing 
polluted freshwater discharges destroying their home waters. The science and engineering of 
this problem had been studied to death, and all the independent scientists and experts agree 
the solution is to restore the flow of clean freshwater from Lake Okeechobee to Florida Bay. The 
fact that the solution has not been implemented, and is not currently “on the books” despite 
being known for decades shows that this is not a science or engineering problem, it is a political 
problem -- and it requires a political solution. So Bullsugar.org, a 501(c)4 political organization 
was formed, a Facebook page was launched, and they continued to network, brainstorm, 
organize, document and build credibility with a growing audience of social media followers.

Certain things have become apparent:
• Outside the restoration community, there is a lack of awareness that nearly all of South 

Florida’s water problems (discharges to the St Lucie and Caloosahatchee, hyper-saline 
collapse of Florida Bay and saltwater intrusion into Miami’s drinking supply and the 
Everglades) have the same solution. We need to purchase enough land in the EAA to store, 
treat and convey fresh water south. The purchase must be sufficient to provide enough 
storage and treatment to stop the discharges in a wet year, and provide water to Florida Bay 
and the aquifer in a dry year.

• Raising awareness and education are important, but in order to change the status quo they 
must translate into votes and winning elections. 

• 75% of Floridians voted for Amendment 1. Florida cares about its water. The issue is non-
partisan, as is Bullsugar.org. Without party preference we must support candidates who are in 
good faith working to fix this problem, with a preference towards “sugar free” candidates who 
refuse contributions from the sugar industry, its subsidiaries and related PACs.

• The tourism and real-estate economy of South Florida, which is bearing the brunt of the 
discharges, is much bigger than the sugar industry.

• The sugar industry's power is a direct result of the vast sums they receive each year due to 
subsidies. The difficulty of this challenge depends on whether the sugar subsidies remain 
intact or not.

• The history of Everglades Restoration is a history of incrementalism and capitulation, and 
Florida Bay and the estuaries are in the same or worse shape as 30 years ago. Until we 
impact elections, we are negotiating from a weak hand.

• There needs to be better coordination amongst the impacted regions: East Coast, West 
Coast, Keys, etc.

• Social media combined with a political membership organization (like NRA or AARP) can 
educate, organize and mobilize large numbers of voters. Because we have the votes and the 
science, we feel we can challenge the money and entrenched influence of the sugar industry. 
We can begin to change the political power structure of the state.

• The time is now: Florida Bay’s collapse and the tourist season discharges to both coasts have 
everyone paying attention. This is an election year and anti-establishment anger is running 
high.

In less than 2 years, spending little money, Bullsugar.org has built a following of 119,000 
followers and is a trusted, credible source of information about South Florida’s water problems 
and related politics. We will soon launch the next phase of our project: a membership
organization that that will inform and mobilize voters to take action and vote specifically to fix the 
plumbing of South Florida. Combined with our rapidly growing following, we will educate and 
organize the 75% of voters who want to save Florida’s water.


