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Public Health Emergency in South Williamsburg Prompts Rally and Press 
Conference on July 26 Urging Funding for BQGreen 
                        
Brooklyn, New York, July 25, 2017: The Friends of BQGreen, community leaders and 
elected officials will hold a rally and press conference on Wednesday, July 26, at 4:00 
PM at Rodney Park North at the corner of Rodney and S. 4th Streets in Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn. To help call attention to the urgency of remediating the public health 
emergency in South Williamsburg, members of the community will put up crime tape 
around Rodney Park North for the rally and wear gas masks at the event. 
 
The air pollution from the traffic on the BQE and on / off ramps of the Williamsburg 
Bridge have caused a public health emergency. Asthma rates in South Williamsburg are 
double the citywide average. The neighborhood has the unwelcome distinction of 
having the 3rd highest number of asthma cases out of 59 districts in New York City.  
 
The air pollution from the BQE and the on / off ramp to the Williamsburg Bridge are 
particularly hazardous for the the users of the four parks adjacent to these highways. An 
air quality study, co-sponsored by El Puente and the New School’s Tischman 
Environment and Design Center, conducted an analysis of La Guardia Playground, 
Jaime Campiz Playground, Rodney Park and Marcy Green. All four parks have 
elevated levels of PM2.5 levels that make them unsafe for park users and 
contribute to the health crisis in the neighborhood. 
 
"The right to breathe clean air is the most fundamental right there is is! Air pollution not 
only has tremendously negative health outcomes and high healthcare costs, it destroys 
families and stifles our economy." said Virginia Ribot, a leader of the Friends of 
BQGreen and the head of the NYC chapter of the environmental justice group Mothers 
Out Front. A lifelong resident of the Southside of Williamsburg, she suffers from asthma. 



 
 

 
 
 
In addition to the health issues, South Williamsburg is “park poor.” It is one of the of 
neighborhoods with the least amount of parkland per capita the city. The existing 
parkland in the neighborhood is all hard scrabble. “There's not a single park on the 
Southside of Williamsburg with a nice, big patch of grass. And the small size of parks on 
the Southside limits programming. Unlike the Northside which has seen an enormous 
influx of wealth and new development in the past decade, the Southside has received 
fewer benefits and carries more burdens, including being home to 1/3 of the city's waste 
transfer stations. The community needs clean air and more parkland, including 
BQGreen now!” said Council Member Antonio Reynoso. 
 
The location of the rally and press conference is part of the solution to the public 
health emergency -- the future site of BQGreen site. BQGreen will create a 3.5 acre 
park “out of thin air” by building a concrete platform over a portion of the BQE 
that runs below the street level between S. Third and S. Fifth Streets. BQGreen will 
include grassy and wooded areas, a flower garden, a playground, a water play zone 
and a baseball diamond. 
 
“The construction of BQGreen will cost hundreds of millions in taxpayer dollars, but the 
State needs to rebuild the bridges over the BQE anyway, as they are well past their life 
span. And building BQGreen will cost much less than the healthcare costs caused by 
the air pollution and the losses to our economy." said Robin Sirota Bassin, a leader of 
the Friends of BQGreen and the acting executive director of Southside United HDFC-
Los Sures. "We need the Mayor and the Governor to step in and help us clean up our 
air. That includes the funding of BQGreen. We have talked enough. We have studied 
enough. Enough is enough. It's time for action." said Deputy Brooklyn Borough 
President Diana Reyna.  
 
Friends of BQGreen will urge Mayor de Blasio and Governor Andrew Cuomo to 
end the environmental and social injustice against the residents of the Southside 
of Williamsburg by funding the construction of BQGreen. “Critical social and 
environmental movements often have a watershed moment. This rally and press 
conference is that moment. The battle for clean air in Williamsburg and for BQGreen 
has just begun!” said Joe Mayock, executive director of Open Space Alliance for North 
Brooklyn, (OSA).  
 
For more information about BQGreen, please visit www.bqgreen.org. 
 


