
 
 
 

A lot of ads say that natural gas is a clean, inexpensive source of energy. 
It’s true that: 

• Burning gas to make energy releases less carbon dioxide than burning coal or oil. 
• The price of natural gas is lower than other fossil fuels. 

 
But the cost to us as residents and ratepayers is much greater because gas is leaking 
from pipelines under our streets into the air and the soil. 
 
That gas is approximately 95% methane.  
 
WHAT IS METHANE? 
Methane is 84 times more powerful at trapping heat than carbon dioxide in its first 20 years in 
the atmosphere. 
 
This makes methane a highly potent greenhouse gas and a huge source of emissions. 
 
 
IN THE GREATER BOSTON AREA 
There are at least 3 times more gas leaks than has been estimated. 
 

• There are more than 3,300 known leaks. 
• They leak enough gas to fuel 200,000 homes. 
• They cost us $90 million a year. Utilities factor it into the price we pay.  You’re paying  

for it every month in your bill. 
 
Boston has the 2nd oldest system of underground pipes in the country. Some are over 100 
years old. These are made of cast iron that rusts and is prone to leaky joints. 
 
Proposed new pipelines would carry gas at a much higher pressure that will create even more 
leaks when it reaches our leaky system. 
 
 
IN MASSACHUSETTS 
Massachusetts has been listed as the most energy efficient state for 5 years in a row.   
 
But over 20,000 gas leaks across our state release more greenhouse gas than all of our state’s 
efficiency programs save.   
 
This cancels out all of our hard work and our successes! 

FACTS 
ABOUT  
GAS LEAKS 



There are 3 grades of gas leaks. 
Utilities must classify gas leaks as grade 1, 2, or 3. 

• Grade 1 may cause an explosion and must be repaired as soon as possible.   
• Grade 2 are evaluated every 6 months until they are repaired. 
• Grade 3 must be checked every year but don’t have to be repaired.  

 
Most leaks reported by the utilities are grade 3.  These do not need to be repaired. 
Many leaks were reported over 20 years ago.  They are still leaking. 
One leak recently celebrated its 30th birthday.  
 
 
WHY DO LEAKS MATTER? 
 
Gas leaks cause explosions.   
There have been explosions in Dorchester, Springfield, Winthrop, Somerset, Hyde Park, and 
Waltham. 
 
People have been injured.  Homes and buildings have been destroyed, one of them next to a 
daycare center. 
 
Gas leaks kill our trees.  
Methane in the soil reduces oxygen that trees need and attracts bacteria to the roots.   
 
Brookline, Hingham, Milton, Nahant, and Saugus have all taken legal action against National 
Grid totaling over $2 million in damage to public shade trees. 
 
Gas leaks harm our health. 
They exacerbate asthma and other respiratory illnesses. 
 
Gas leaks are like carbon on steroids. 
Methane is a major contributor to climate change. 
 
Gas leaks cost us all money. 
Utilities are charging us for the leaked gas. 
 
 
 

WE NEED TO FIX THE LEAKS FIRST AND FAST. 
 

Fixing leaks means we won’t have to build new pipelines to deliver more gas,  
and we won’t have to pay to have them built. 

 
Please tell your senator and representative to support Senate bill 1767 and House bill 
2871 now before the state legislature: 
 
An Act Relative to Gas Leak Repairs During Road Projects 

• Utilities will have to repair all gas leaks whenever a road is opened for any repair.   
• Fewer leaks.  Less construction.  Less expensive for everyone. 


