
 
 

 What Can You Do? 
 

► Participate in Health Study: 
If you live within 1.25 miles of the Borger 
Station, please join our health study!  (see box) 
Contact:  Katie <kqj@authentrics.com>   
 

► Educate Yourself:   
Read the detailed information on our website, and 
check out our links to other resources: 
www.MothersOutFront.org/FingerLakes  
 

► Inform Your Neighbors: 
Talk to your neighbors about this issue, have a 
gathering and present information, or go door-to-
door to make sure everyone is aware of the 
changes just ahead. 
  

►Assist our Group:   
We are a small group of concerned residents who 
desperately need help researching, writing, 
talking to local officials, organizing public 
information sessions, carrying out air sampling 
and a health study, sending out action alerts, and 
connecting with other concerned groups.  People 
with all types of skills are welcome, from good 
listeners and envelop-stuffers to web designers 
and the technically trained! 
 
Our Greatest Concern: 
A compressor station less than half the 
horsepower of Borger was built in Minisink, NY 
in 2013. Many residents within a mile 
experienced rashes, nosebleeds, respiratory 
symptoms, and headaches, and several developed 
asthma. Spikes in health impacts coincided with 
spikes in air toxins, especially particulates. About 
a dozen families have moved away.  We don’t 
know how the ramp-up at Borger will compare to 
Minisink.  And we don’t know what greater 
impacts future increases could bring. 

 
 

Requests to Protect Ourselves: 
 

With enough people, we could demand some 
basic changes to protect our neighborhood: 
   

► Oxidation catalysts to reduce air emissions 
► A neighbor notification system for annual 

blowdowns and emergencies 
► Enforced use of the cleaner turbine 
► Upgrades or replacements of older turbines 
► An emergency response plan 
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 Contact:  Katie <kqj@authentrics.com> 

 

Ellis Hollow Alert! 
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       Changes are Coming: 
• Dominion plans a significant 

increase in the gas flowing through 
the Borger Station on Ellis Hollow 
Creek Rd. 

• Construction will begin Spring or 
Summer 2017 

• The new system will be in service 
by late 2017 
 

   Resident Concerns: 
• How will increased air emissions 

affect our health? 

• How much will noise from the 
station increase? 

• Is there an adequate emergency 
response and neighbor notification 
system? 
 

What can we do to protect  
ourselves?  

Please join our efforts! 

Baseline Health Study 
We need to gather baseline data on residents 
within 1.25 miles of the Borger Station to 
protect all of us in the future. If people get sick 
after the ramp-up, we will have little recourse 
without “before” data to document changes. 
We also plan to gather data after the ramp-up. 
This study will consist of a confidential, de-
tailed, online (or paper) health questionnaire.  

 

Contact:  Katie <kqj@authentrics.com> 

 

Air Quality Assessment 
It is equally important to gather baseline air 
quality data, so we can document any changes 
resulting from the ramp-up.  If we can secure  
enough funding, this study will consist of: 
 

(1) Speck monitors to measure particulates 
both inside and outside your home 

(2) Formaldehyde & hydrogen sulfide tests 
(3) Summa canisters to measure VOCs 
 

Contact:  Elisa <duccio44@gmail.com> 
 

 
 



Background Information: 
 
Compressor Station Function:   
As gas flows through a pipeline, the pressure 
drops. Thus every 40 to 100 miles a compressor 
station is required to restore the pressure. Some of 
the incoming gas is burned to drive a turbine, 
which compresses the rest of the gas, causing it to 
move along the pipeline. 
 
Compressor Station Problems: 
Compressor stations and their pipelines leak 
methane (the main component of natural gas), 
which is 86 times more powerful than carbon 
dioxide at trapping heat and causing climate 
change, over a 20-year period. They also emit air 
pollutants from the combustion of gas, and 
release unburned methane and other hydro-
carbons during blowdowns—when pipes are 
vented during annual inspections or emergencies.  
 
Air emissions include nitrogen oxides, 
particulates, formaldehyde, VOCs including 
benzene, and various other hydrocarbons 
and hazardous chemicals. 
 
Also, compressors are noisy when running, and 
spills of petroleum or petroleum byproducts may 
impact nearby streams or wetlands.  
 
Borger Compressor Station:   
Owned by Dominion Transmission, Inc. (DTI), 
this 23,726-horsepower (hp) facility has three 
turbines: two Dresser Clark, 5,800 hp each, 
installed in 1984 & 1999, and one Solar Taurus, 
12,126 hp, added in 2009. The Taurus emits 
fewer nitrogen oxides and is less leaky than the 
older turbines. Because of its high air pollution 
emissions, Borger is an EPA “Title V” facility.  
 
Borger runs only 4-6 months each year, from 
Nov. to March. The 50-year-old Dominion 
pipeline has a pressure limit of 900 psi (pounds 
per square inch), but currently may be operating 
at a much lower pressure. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What won’t they tell us 

about the Ramp-Up? 
 
So far, neither Dominion nor the permitting 
government agencies (DEC and FERC) will 
disclose to the public the scale of the increase in 
gas flow and operation of the Borger Station: 
 
►We know that 100 million ft3/day MORE gas 
will flow, but they will not disclose how much is 
flowing now, so we do not know if this is a 2% 
or a 200% increase. 
 
►We do not know at what capacity the turbines 
are running now, nor what capacity they will run 
at after the increase. 
 
►We do not know if the turbines will run more 
of the year after the increase, operating more 
during non-winter months, when more people 
will be outside, breathing in the emissions and 
hearing the noise. 

Borger Ramp-Up Changes 
 
As part of Dominion’s “New Market 
Project,” the Borger Station will undergo 
the following changes, expected to be 
completed by late fall 2017.  
 
►gas flow will increase by 100 million 
cubic feet per day (=112,000 dekatherms) 
 
►2 coolers (large fans) will be added to 
cool gas after it leaves the compressors; 
cooling makes the gas more dense,  
allowing more gas flow without exceeding 
the pipeline’s maximum pressure limit 
 
►3 Capstone microturbines will be added 
to generate electricity to power the coolers 
 
►a filter/separator, which cleans the gas 
entering the compressors, will be replaced 


