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February 17, 2016 
 
 
Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas, Chair 
LA Metro Board of Directors 
One Gateway Plaza 
Los Angeles, CA 90012-2952 
 
RE: New funding measures should improve goods movement efficiency and safety to 
reduce air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
 
Dear Supervisor Ridley-Thomas, 
 
The approval of Measure R by Los Angeles voters in 2008 offers communities 
throughout California, and indeed the nation, a model of a visionary initiative for 
improving public transit. LA Metro is now considering placing another transportation 
measure before LA County voters. We urge you to continue the bold visionary course 
you have begun to create the world’s most robust and modern transit system; 
encourage community development with ready access to this transit system; and build a 
bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure second to none.   
 
Even with such measures however, air pollution will remain a public health menace in 
Los Angeles County unless and until we meet the challenge of dramatically reducing 
emissions from the goods movement industry, especially from diesel trucks.    
We urge you to address the important challenges of the goods movement industry in 
your next ballot measure.  
 
Facilitating active deployment of zero emission and near-zero-emission trucks in the 
goods movement industry is the single most important clean air measure the region now 
needs to undertake. Indeed, Southern California will never have clean air if we do not 
do this. Doing so will also help to address our most difficult environmental justice 
challenge: the exposure to diesel emissions of many low-income and other residents 
along the I-710, I-60, and I-10 corridors.  
 
Diesel emissions are the most toxic of all air contaminants, a major cause of lung 
cancer, asthma, heart disease and other health problems. Diesel vehicles contribute 
42% of So Cal’s NOx, a critical precursor to ozone, as well as 70%+ of our particulate 
matter.(1) Locally, diesel emissions account for 84% of the cancer risk from breathing 
toxic air contaminants.(2)  Nationally, the cancer risk from diesel emissions is about ten 
times higher than from all other hazardous air pollutants combined. These problems 
are heavily concentrated in low-income communities of color along the I-710, I-60, and 
I-10 corridors. As a result, the residents of Los Angeles bear a very disproportionate 
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health burden caused by the transportation of goods moving through the area to 
destinations hundreds of miles away.” 
 
Vehicles involved in goods movement often operate nationally and even internationally, 
which means local and state agencies lack the regulatory authority needed to require 
clean technology. The strategies that have succeeded in bringing clean heavy-duty 
vehicles to the market, such as the Carl Moyer Program, are those where public 
resources have been invested in partnerships with private engine, bus and truck 
manufacturers, as well as bus fleets and trucking companies, to develop and 
demonstrate cleaner technologies, often natural gas, electric or hybrid-electric for some 
applications.     
 
But the real challenge for a clean goods movement strategy is no longer developing and 
demonstrating such technologies. The challenge now is to ensure widespread deployment 
of clean truck technologies and to facilitate development of fueling and power infrastructure.   
Because truck technologies are very expensive and long-lived, success will require long 
term revenue streams that give manufacturers confidence that we are truly in it for the long 
haul - that they will not have stranded technologies in the future that no longer have a 
market. The ballot measure you are considering may be the most important opportunity we 
have to address these challenges.    
 
A ballot measure may be uniquely able to accomplish this objective because its expenditure 
program is intrinsically longer term, perhaps as long as 40 years. Sacramento cannot meet 
this standard. The trucking industry cannot count on such programs to survive changes in 
the legislature or in the governor’s office. However a commitment of 5% of the revenue from 
a ½ cent sales tax measure, about $40 million per year initially with a 40 year term, will give 
manufacturers and fleet operators both sufficient resources and the confidence they need to 
ramp-up production and gain economies of scale much needed for a sustained 
manufacturing commitment. This can be the solution to a large share of the remaining air 
pollution in Southern California. 
 
In addition, we urge Metro to consider investing in the proposed I-710 South truck-only 
corridor. Plans have been developed for truck-only lanes leading north out of the ports along 
the I-710 that would separate truck and auto traffic to address operational issues of 
congestion and safety. Some plans involve toll roads on this corridor. Preferential access on 
this corridor should be given to zero and near-zero emission trucks, perhaps through a toll 
system that favors such vehicles. There may also be significant opportunities for federal 
dollars in the new Federal Transportation Reauthorization bill to help Metro meet these 
goals, but LA County is more likely to get that federal investment if we first commit local 
dollars.   
 
The goods movement industry is one of LA County’s most important economic drivers. The 
Ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles are the primary gateways for Asian trade for the 
entire nation and more than 30% of all jobs in Southern California depend upon the goods 
movement industry.(3) Still, heavy-duty trucks are a significant source of traffic congestion 
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and safety concerns on our freeways, and our most significant source of air pollution as well 
as one of our most significant sources of GHG emissions.   
 
As former Secretaries of the California Environmental Protection Agency, we urge you to 
make improving the efficiency and safety of the goods movement industry and modernizing 
the technology to reduce air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions a top priority of your 
funding and policy measures in the future. 
 
 
Thank you 

   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	    
James Strock  Peter Rooney   Winston Hickox 
(Secretary 1991-1997) (Secretary 1998-1999)  (Secretary 1999-2003) 
 

              
Terry Tamminen  Alan Lloyd    Linda Adams 
(Secretary 2003-2004) (Secretary 2004-2006)  (Secretary 2006-2011) 
 
Please direct questions or replies to: 

Terry Tamminen 
TT@SGAdvisors.org 
310-664-0300 

 
Cc:  Phil Washington, CEO, LA Metro 
 Denny Zane, Executive Director, MoveLA 
 
 

(1) Multiple Air Toxics Exposure Study in the South Coast Air Basin; South Coast Air Quality 
Management District: Diamond Bar, CA, 2008. http://www.aqmd.gov/prdas/matesIII/matesIII.html 
(accessed Dec 13, 2012). 
(2) Clean Air Task Force, “Diesel and Health in America: The Lingering Threat” (February 2005); see 
also, Abt Associates, Power Plant Emissions: Particulate Matter-Related Health Damages and the 
Benefits of Alternative Emission Reduction Scenarios (June 2004)  
(3) 2016–2040 RTP/SCS Goods Movement APPENDIX, p 6; 
http://scagrtpscs.net/Documents/2016/draft /d2016RTPSCS_Goods Movement.pdf: “In 2014, the 
SCAG region’s goods movement-dependent industries collectively generated close to 3 million jobs, 
which is 33 percent of the region’s total number of jobs.” 
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